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GREAT Lj\ 

OF 

Confideration : 
DISCOURSE, 

Wherein the 
Nature^VfefttlneJs^Uabfolutelhceftt} 

OF 

Confideration, 

In order to a truly Serious and Religiotif 
LIFE, is laid open. 



<Cfie 8" ^Edition, €o^((te& an& %v(m\\M: 



111 III 



By ANTHONY HORNECK,I>.I> 

kte Prebendary t^Weflnnnfter^ Minifter of the 
Savoy ^ and Chaplain in Oidinary to His Majd^. 



1 thought on my roAysy Mnd turned my feet umo thy Teftimo* 
fies^ Pfal. CXIX. v. 59. 

Beni dicere ad paucos pertinet, beni autem vivere id 
omnesi Laftan. 1. 1. Inftk. 

- ■ ■ - ■--■■■ ... — -. -.- - .ja.>^ 



PriflCed by VV- Pearfofi^ for A I. and Sold by JoknChanti^i 
ac the Peflle and MiPter without Trnple-Bar^ 1702. 
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To His Grace, 

Chriftopher 

Lord Vttke of Albemarle, &c. 

Lord-Lieutenant of the Counties of Ve* 
von and Effex^ Gentleman of His Ma- 
jefty*s Bedchamber, one of His Majc* 
fty's moft Honourable Priyy^G)un-i 
cil, and Knight of the moft Noble Or- 
der of the Garter ^istc. 

My LORD, may it pleafe your Grace, « 

IVare not call this Addrefi^ Trefumptm^ the ufu^ 
alCcmflimtnt Men ^tve to Perfons of I^our iti. 
Dedications of Books ^ hat Dutj^ and^he^reatejl 
Service lean paj/ yon. It^s the^Caufe ofGpdy and the 
Ccoife of Men^s immortal Souls^ I am Jqendin^iH this 
Treaiifij a Su^eil which claims Attention from aS 
Degrees of Men ^ and wherein the mefi puiffant Prince 
is as much ccncernedj as the meaneft Fajfal. It is a 
future EJlate ; and what hec&mes of Men; when their ' 
Bodies do drop from them^ and what fhey mufi do to in-- 
her it that Eterftal Glory ^ whkh a merciful' tSod hath] 
hten f leafed to promife tbem^ihat J intend to ffeak to;, 
and if there he fuch a things as a Retrihutio^^ after ^ 
Death ^and our Souls ^ when they leave their Earthly 

A % Tahef^ 



The Epiftic 

year before the drea^l TriiuMal ef aJHftaiii infinite 
Majefl^, certaiufy that Matt Is uwjkfi to h'mfelf^ and 
an Enemy to his own Prefervationttbat dares negUSi 
his Preparation for that great and tremendous Audit, 
and prefers not Mtditation on that lafi Aetonnt^ore 
aS the Senfnal Enjoyments tf this World. 

MV l.ozdyWe are faSen into an Age, wherein fome 

few daring Men ( indeed thefr Nmier is ineonfide^^ 

rai/e, compared with the more Soier, Tart of Man^^ 

kindf) have prefnmed to mock at # Punijbment after 

Death, andjgrmed that aBn^fear, deriivedfrom the 

Taies (fPriefis, and the Aieknfhofy nfContempHatrvc 

Men, which the wifer Wotld heretrfpre was afraid to 

entertain, but with mofiferious Reflexions. When 

the ripefl and mofl fnUn Judgments^ for ahufii Six 

thoufand Tears toother, iy the InflinX tflfature, and 

Confcience, ,haveteliev(d a future Retrikttiom^; it's 

prefty to fee a few ran/ Tonthsy who have drowned their 

Jieafon in SenfuaUty, and fcareely ever pernfed am 

Books, hut Bmances, and the L^cruious. Rhagfcdies 

cf Poets, affnme to tbemfehes a Power to eontrntU tbi 

Vniverfal Senfe, and Cottfent of Mankind ; think 

themfehes. wifer than aHjifegravt Sages, tf;at ha-v^ 

lived hefoxe^tkem-i andlre^ Jefis in their Riots^ aif4 

Dekausberies^ np^ that^ vebick not only Chriftiims, 

but Jews, Mahometans, a^ HeartwJns, the fuhti" 

"'fit W mo/l knowing of them, have, ever fince 
we have any Record or Hifiory of their Anions and 
Belief, profeffed, and embraced with ail imaginable 
Reverence:. 

..I . « . 

Andy 






Dedkatory. 

..W, artnot thiim cmttoafiticP^ft My Lord, 
:kn Chri/ii^itji, the xUarefi Revtlafim that mts 
mer 'uoKchfttfei t« Min^ hath heeii r^eiveJ^ tmir^ 
meJy and affroved of i» the Worlds ahtve Sixteen 
hundred Tears i aiti the f/eatefi PhikfofberSf m ma* 
ny of tktfe CtmMtries v^ere it hath taken Rtety have 
net dared to deuht tf the Truth ef it^ the ceroh^ 
ciwg^ power that came aUiig with it froclaimUiig its 
Divinitfj and Ma^efiy \ that thefe tfld Atteatatei 
fljouiJ now heffn to orraifM its Authority^ and fmt 
us upon proving the firji Princifki tf it, at if th^ 
Wotld ivere returned to its former Barharifm^ and 
sv hadjM^e mere to do withlnfideiSf-as ^Men -had 
iive^id thetnfihes (d'ffumanitjf, and fat on the N4t 
twre <f Beafis, and werejeitt inte the World h tm- 
derftand ne nare^ hi{t the Matcec a»d_ Motion ^tht 
Malo^bury PtuloJopby. 

tconfefs^ I have femetimes Homed *t^,fi^fif ^ 
Athei^, u>he/i I hattf nk* 
•ties th^t^re to LybKoid 
tef theji helie^ a Gp^.(haf 
'ot mi^ ^nfi^ar fy f/im.i «^ 
ij Religipo, tbaf fat fit re^ 

nV W^mida 4wd Blood i 
a if ten im^ate Daih 
nation to themjelves ; or the tehg ^ a Pevilf mho 
da notfeldom v)ijk, he m^ cenffnad them/ IVoald 
not atr^i Man tonckde^ That ferjms who do fi exr 
claim againjl evetywifiaifM and m^flaced Wort^ 
and arejucb ferfeaM^ers af Senfe, and value thentr 
felvesfo mach upon therr Teraicitj^ mnfi needs ie* 
A J lieve 



TJhc Epiftle 

Ihe the Exiftence of^tbofc Things they make ufe tf^ 
in their ingenious Oaths^ and Curjes^tbe Pompous Or^ 
namentSj which in this Licentious Age fet off the 
GloYyy IVit^ and Gallantry ^of fuch accomflijhed f re-^ 
tender^ ? Bu( ihptigh we niujk not: he Jo unmannerly^ 
its to ace ufe thefe WitSy ofContradzHions in their 
Difcourfes} yet any Man that doth not love Dark* 
vefsheiterthak Light ^ mayfoon perceive kow faulty 
this^ ivdy thefe Scepticks are^ ihere beffig ntfthing more 
common with /hem\ than to /mile at the tfotion cfthat 
Godjby rxihomthey fwore jufi before ; and toy ail at that 
Vay^of Judgmerii\ which they feemed to Acknowledge 
1» their ahjurd Wijhes and Impfecations. 

V 

Some hkve^ I k^dwnj who^ in' a ferious JPit^ have 
been 'pkaJedtottO^jthat if they could befurj( thefe 
was Another World^j and a Retribution for Gpod. and 
^£vily fiofie fhould exceed them injfrillnefs ^of Confer • 
fat ion J and exa^ Piety of Life''^ and I dmfo cfiari* 
table to believe^ that thefe f peak the Senfe^of mofi of 
ibe r^efiy^ and' that the imagifiary wdnt.of certainty in 
fkk dubiohs FoifiP^^'diverts thmfrom venturing on 
^thitt JnnocSfki and Purity ^whi^^ the Glory of the 
Trinikt^e'^ Ohrifi^^^^ Btifmayit'^nptbdVel^^^^ fb 
injkire\ WhethW 'thefe thuiters *^ave' evh)ta1ien the 
fight idayjiiefmifed^ ^'v^e rhk had'hev^r h^^^ 
'^yfuchaCity iir €ietcr, (hWd^t^'iBd, fh'iti Ftiend 
^hh.tatHydic^fed therh, had lift biPn aYhoufand 
PffUnds; and he $tbuld'replfi pat if he werk ^ertaik 
' ih€few^fiifuch^a^)€ify\ hVJopuld repair thither^ and 
y&i^ Md ffol^eh^re bfthdji tm are able to ikform 
himi Might it ifohbe 0refu^ifdyfhaffu^^^ 
no mirid to he fa'^sffetN '^^'/ ddrft.appeatfo th'^ 



Cotfciences ef thefe Men, that Jouit of an After' 
SBffriiMjfwi^niketkik ^ J^.ictt&iJmVely a/td'tm- 
/0irti4lfy Jef^^nfiitdeavuir. ^ hexati^ied abottt iti>. 
Gid tlfeyKev^ df^ p^Hijvery. Rafitutd Mm miei/ to 
d9y :tkkfiswiUki^fiif^^trtahuk ^.jAe. Truth ef.a. 
tommfk .^^or.tl Di^t^heji^ eve¥f»titbetf^ehe'tt<ribu^ 

th^ w^ld^nmt ftikfith&r the XiHfiiftke ^ate^thjif 
vaetdd,4ttf^.. k\^d:vr'W i>\ D». MO^K-fbei^ drMdg(^fimm 
JL0it^fdZ4liiy/y{^ud^eaiit^*ht "kvidencif^ 
tylMi toM^.AiMi^ tkinveguef^ ^^.Ueyar&iaih 

\\Aa-iSf.t0^;''Mt'^ Muth»(^H'eigbti)aMduMoi>ie^t^i^ 

«^ nf^^tfC'tbiifi^ dtdf,- '^%'M^fk^\pmltnt^. 'Mdir, 
fU^ykf^m^t9.himmJht^Si(uA -^i^hi^im^ fl^\ 

^i/liidityi,(^w\isifit^i^\ti>kei^ ^^JeMeh^ibiiv 
'^iH^ti^1\C^^khk^x»hH,»iuf/i^^ -MH 

JcAt.tfx'^ft^^fi^'i^^ciiiiMtig. \igftinfiift<»V tBt'jGf/t 
JFi^KiMJI'^'i ^t^Nfiigm^^^ '^^at veeeimikM t^^ 
^9ft*^tfdidilu^^t tkMei^ liil^A M)B»i tdSm 

'Ee)gimd\)it>hki^^imd^^e wtkitiJiimmmiliS'ihtfcdh 
itU^^.4tt^iiiiv>l»^iiei^th\^ ^ii^meitts Uikm- 
fiStiuy^9tJ^y.Kir d^/ tijiiirB'kic9i»'niiMs'atfdJih 
-dit/hyMve C^mpte!fii(fk^ha»fkH^a»^^itafidh 
cfPrudencCy to hefatisfitdiu ibe^^^fd^ <f'afHt»ig 
State ; and he that would thus Proceed ^ nutfi he fi range 
■ fy fiipidpif ^e- ^^kk^ vaunted. ^^ ih^ P^erity^and 

> Vd J4 4 . But 



pme of thefe Regnant Wits find tktn^lhhei aU^yif 
refel fme vf the tVeakeft Arguments.^ iis lU Lotick 
i^in^tfy that. H}erdnri\tktj/':um ii '^tafdf 41^11^ the 
Vfiftroi^^* in4. nf»fifxmdef^9>ttAd-y9t^4kis % tSk^ 

fflm i^t^tAefkjii ^>g^4irttaK^i*^pMi.m^fikk 

%iill Sxidunrywk^ ifmddJtaggg/^ilti^r^l^{jNlff(hh^ 

iiigfy\ oMd'puskti'tw-^Nksii^^Mgmf 

m^ ^kOh £i^ ^ i<a09ikt tJfai^'.0iiftttj9"Vi^ 

the |S<^iwiw.«««^/mS^^^ 'SmMatlim' 
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fincel^. Tbatyottr voiB U fiei^i t9 Ferafe itfomt' 
tmSi^irym fimrs <fliifttn\ not that Jjnttiiit§ 
inr VA^t $me, t^ 9Mtr^ m this SdjeS^ thmftr 
mffii Learned Authors l>0ve dene hefwe me \ hut at 
the midttj Artucences afcefted tf aCuf «f mtter 
frm the Hand if a Peafiuttf fi Your Grace atiJUt 
the fVerUfet, btw Great a Matter jm are ht the 
Att tfCciuUfcewfiw^ fy.Cwatemmcm^ tie Poor Fre* 
fent (f,- '\ ' . 

• ■ 

Tout Grms mfi FaiMwl^ \ 
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BOOKS PriiiteJiiiiJ^<if/f^0obaChintty,a 
:mple.Bar, 
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— , mthea^ . N 
his Fire of tile Altar. ' ^ ' ^ 

An Admonitory Lettei! Jjiv^l) yofm% Perfons, 
written at firft for tlie liie of a young l^dy, and 
now publil^]f(^Jg\the benefcff ,)f9utli in general ; 
by li.JVarreM^ Student ofctirift^ College in Cam- 
iridic, ani^ijflrisii oftl^acramentalCatechirni, 
frkt xd. or loj. a hundred. 

8ffleaio^)S(;PO,flm:,opmmon Failings, ti'tz. Visit- 
ty", Affeaation,ltaillery, Envy, Self-intereft, Friends, 
Breeding, (Sc. written originally in fremh, and 
Tranfiated by a Perfon of Honour. 

The Art of Patience and Balm of Giitui, m 
Appendix to the Art of Contentment ; by the Au- 
thor o( the Whole Duty of Man,- the %d. Impref- 
fion with Prayers fuitable to each Se^ion, 

5ai»M Riferatat or a Memorial offer'd to the great 
defer^n£of Johnif^imiSf wbofometirne held the Places 
of Ut^K^fMlhs'^iiQiUMfPBnglmi, Lord Bi- . 
Ihop of Linco'm, and Lord Arcbbllhop of Turk, contain- 
ing a Series cf the moft remarkable Occurrences, and 
Tranfadions ofhis Life, in relation to both Church and 
State ; written by Jobn Haclut, late Lord Bilhop of 
LitchfitU and Cnentrj, 
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H £ Gr«ic Foes of ^ligtoo, wbitb hsve 
ia all Ag^, oj^fed' tfs. Progrcjfe^ and* 
underauqqd t its G|i^y,.;«re Hypocriiie 
, and jPr^phan^nefs. ^^e^ the^ t,wft 
TWfivies ,,thc Jtfj^ Jiangs, a^ifs ^groa^ .MftlWr oa 
the^^rofs, and ^hqr bpth.R^yileriij^ ith« 0nQQiH 
dejT tke! C^iuqp^^' 9: FaaiUi^r Kri^d, tbf o(b^ 
iiqdec. t|^t of ,««;0|icni En^iny ;,.,Wlwdi 'Ofj thirfis 
dottithe grea^ Mami, is, (oqi^iqg 4^i^ (• 

\ d?t«ifoamey HyEO^)Qe;coiBropois:Pp«rs.*n^^Pw» 

' piju^ng^els, and, a^^i l^J tbrpil jp at^a Windvwt 

ojp^ps'tbe bo%to tii9.gr:eateft Mfl^fer ; for^Wr^ 

Is. nptlyng more €9159^% tlwig^fer 1^, wh<iai!c 

f not ypsf difcerning, . t^ icontcfliHJ .aJV rP«ty, :wlim 

' tb^Jfeetjie b^<^# CrimefeiprojSsgttcd.unti* 

that f3ilken Ma%l%jfin4.Mieni wj«b;.»lw Tmpkr^ff 

and the .^odhfl^a^^^W^^JS i^oaiPwi^ 
Underftj^jdings, ^.afQ^^^Rjeal^r •ffllfc|yJb& ^«nt^» 
csyfry Daggers. wd?r , r^ir 3Bit|(psili;aKi n'fmt 
ufe of tl^eipoblei^ Hearu; fyi ,f^ ^¥19rft aflHJjbafifft 
Entij,.iwe apt ^fhink,! ^}^YJ^fVifhtA»t\fmaf 
laug^ at all tha^y,%fed* aiviaftfloy. [tb&/:jakt 
»cufe4 froih al}, )»)%yetiQny wb^v tbey find l-tiie 
■ ' * '^ greateft 
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greateft Pretenders make it only a Trick to cheat 
the World. Wfaetfaer that Proptenaiels, which 
bath too nrach-of late incroached upon this 
Weftern World, do not owe its Original to fuch 
Religious Pretences of Meii, who, under the Name 
of Jufiice and Sand-ity. have dared to do that 
which Heathens wti^uld have treacled kt,^ I l^ve 
to wifer Men thaiimy felfto judge. 

Only I cannot but take notice of a. ftrange^ Ef: 
fe£):, which o^r Sermons have acdtjentally, a^he 
Sun doth Snakes- an^ Serpents when fining ^i>on 
unclean Dung^ils^' pixidw^d in the Lives of^^^oo 
fflanyy of Whom wie mighH' jtiftly have expeded 
better ^turh< ' Jh ^Rdigion $ for w^ie Av^ YM 
beett di{couragln|-them fibrh'-J^pdCrffie,- thtijf 
hav<j run Out int6' Debauelirt^ ? and while We' 
have- erfdeat^cfured ^d clear <!)i»r'<!tiurdi'fit)mftic:h 
•9 have but <^ form of GodKneisj they have^madii 
our Attempi^' btfoj^rtufiit;^ to indulge thettjfelves 
in their Lu(^ 'iffKithought, that the way to ap- 
prove thonfelves true MembAir-of our'Chunni, 
was to Drinl^ ''Swdir, and b6 Ldwd, and to com- 
mit thofe Sins opiehly, which -the. other, niay bei 
did in feerdt. Exeellent Sons of the Church! 



that, Vijp&Vkbj' tear up; 'her Bowels, .and, by 
A khid ^ OiUantry fetehM from Hell, rail at 
their'Mother mor^ i&in Si^/im^ did at DavU t 
maybe bold t6 iiflirni. That there is nd Church 
this day in ali^ the Cnriftian World, that in her 
Dd^ine doth' either encourage Real'Goodnels 
^oce, or ftriws ^ore to l^eep^ the Balance «ven, 
l^t God may h^Ve th Tbi^s. which art G^d>Sf 
and 'Man the Thhigs wbUb'are MaiPs, than that we 

live 
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lire io: Yet to our Sonow we find, thtt while 
fc have ^iveo People kave co laueh at Rel^ous 
Di(Iimula£ions» they have kugbedthemfelves into 
JUceatioufnds ; aad while th^ have taken liberty 
to cavil at a falie Religion, they have at laft learned 
to bid averCe from all that looks like Holinels. This 
hath made me iboietiine admire, what thefe Men 
do with thdr Reafon, and that they do not pre- 
fently fpifwear bayuk any more Pearls, becaufe 
jTome tliere are, that ieirCountedeit ones tor True; 
Straqgei They fliould, to avoid , one Extreme, run 
into another ^ and to ihnn Deoeptions in Rej^on, 
run as far &om It, as the Devil can miflead them : 
How foon might the FoUy of both Extremes be 
difoovered, if Meoi were but willing to think more 
than they doi but while they go on in a Road 
of a few outward Duties, and oonfider not bow 
unworthy of that Church and Gc^pei they Uve, 
whofe Friends they protefi themfelves to be, no 
marvel if they firi^t Men away from our Aflcm- 
^lies, and bring Datkneis upm all the Land of 

Gpjbetu ... 

The juft Indignation I have taken at the In- 
juries our Chureb fuSers from thefe Scandalous 
Men, hath, been partly theoccafion of thisTrea- 
eife. For I fee, Mer)'» Cupcs lie within their own 
Breafts, and that fo many are furk unto Death, 
and ready to perifli, the reafon is, becaufc they 
will not refleft, what unreafonable Men they are j 
nor reprefent to themfelves the Wrong they do to 
their Souls by a lively Confideration, as will evi- 
dently appear in the enfuing Oifcourfe. 

I con- 
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I coqfefs, divers Acromplifliments which render 
a Book .acceptable to f;:urioas Palates, fuch as are 
Rhetor icky Elegancy of Siyle^FaHcy^ fVir^giiid fre- 
quent Quotations of i4«/Wx, Sfc. will be found 
wanting&ere ; bat, as I profef^ no Skill that waV, 
lo my Deiign was not fo much to fill Men's 
Heads with Motions^ as their Hearts with Fire. 
It was to engage the Ignorant and Carelefs to a 
fubftantial Improvement of their Riwifon .• And if 
what I have faid, can prevail with thbfe that have 
lived like Beafts, to recover themfelves into Men 
again ; I both undervalue the little Cenfures of 
Supercilious Men, and content my felf with that 
Succefs. We cannot all fliine as Stars of the 
firfl: Magnitude, in the wide Firmaiiifnt of the 
Chti^ch ; thofe that cannot muft give fuch Light 
as they are able to difpenfe : I envy not our Eagiei 
in Divinity y that they fee far more than I, but 
thank God I fee f6 much : And while the greater 
Sages offer Gold^ and Myrrhe^ and Frapkincenfe^ \ 
am happy enough^ if I may be allowed to bring 
Goats Hairy and Badgers SkinSj towards the Ac- 
complifhment of the Tabernacle. A Critical Eye 
may fpy Faults in this Free-voill Offerings and I do • 
rfot wpnder at it j for ray duller Sight, now I have 
done, difcovers more than I wifti there were in't; 
But . my pifcourfe is fitted to my End. Doing ; 
good is my Intent j if I fucceed not, it's no more * 
but what greater Men have failed of. 
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CHAP. I. 

Titf ifature of our Souls. The Eternal State tbej art , 
defied for. The Means God hath rt^ade ufe ef^tQ 
fitMenforeverlafiingBlifsi All tbefe Means in^ 
^eSluai without Cwfideration. 

• * . » •»% 

THAT we are defigo'd for Nobler 
Employments, timn Eatiqg and 
Drinking, and Sleeping, and Play*> 
ing, and following our Trades and 
fiufmefles in this World, (an Hap- 
pinels, which Bea(b arrive to as well as we) , the. 
great Souls we carry in our Breads, do evidently, 
demonftrate. Thefe being capable of knowini 
God, of delighting in him, and converfing wit] 
bim for ever, we may rationally iuppofe. That 
thofe, who fuffer the Profits and Pleafures of this] 
prefent World, to engrofs their Affedjons, go a-' 
uiay and err from the great end of their Creation. 

B^ WhUc 



While the Athcift laughs at the Immortality of 
bis Soul, and the Prophane fells his better part to 
fhe Devil , the Religious, who will prove the 
only wife Tif/bxL ip the m(d. 4n4 who hatl^ none 
of' tihof^ ddudi and mift^' the other are troubled 
with, before his eyes, fees clearly what a Trea- 
fure the bountifuU hand o[ Heaven hath beflow'd 
on him, in fhedding abroad fo Excellent, fo Angjs- 
l^rir Bdiog ki his Body , 9 hd vh^t can bfitttblier 
Ned among^ fl^e Stars of Hwf^^ wa^c through 
yonder Manfions, and tafte of the Rivers which 
make glad the City of God; a Soul which can 
wing her above the Gouds^ and furvey the 
Crowns and Scepters laid up for thofe that dare 
deiplle the World, and have their conyerlation 
m Heaven; a So\A whicfr cap live in paradife, 
white the Body is in troulpk, and rtjoyce in hkn 
who is All in All,* while the fierce Winds are 
whiftling about her ears. ., , 

IThc v^ft reath of thefe' Soiils,, we hai^ for 
they can comprehend whole WorHs, and dint into 
rfic Caufes, Ends, and Defigny of Things, zgd in a 
moment flie from one end of the Earth uo|o the 
other, their fimefs to receive Divine Illumination 
iheir ftrong defires after FmmbrtiaKty, tfeeit fecret 
adirgs^ without . the help of a Bjbdy, their hopes 
of Heaven, their fears of HqM, their capacity of 
feeing Things t6 come, tftei^ ability to live abovcj 
their foblime Nature, their afting. like^ An^Is, 
their reffex Afts, their Immateriality ,, the AddrdRs 
God makes to them, the thte^trivAefi arid profliifes 
g( the G<^pef, tlie' Devil's buflc cfndeavoure tbon-- 
dcrroine^them the prefegjes they have, the joys they 
• feely 
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kdy the torments of Confcience they endure fome* 
timt^ all proclaim the certainty of an Eternal^ 
State or Condition they are intended for. 

This Eternal State imprinted on our Natures^ 
difcovered to the Gentiles^ proclaim'd by the Son 
of God, Preach'd by Angels, confirmed byApo- 
flies, reveal'd to Chriftians, believed in the World,^ 
as it relates either to Blils or Mifery, to joy or 
Torment, to Honour or Diihonour; fo hoW to^ 
enjoy the one and avoid the other, muf^, in alt 
probability, be the great ob)eft which God defignM 
Men s Souls fhould be chiefly employed about. 

For as there cannot be a thing of greater mo- 
ment than Eternity ; fo he muft be a Sot or a 
Beaft, that can imagine, that God who ever in- 
tends the nobleft Creatures for the noblefl Ends,' 
will ^ve Men leave to bufie themfelves about 
picking of ftraws, and pleafmg a few fenfual 
Lufts, when he hath given them Souls capable, 
not only of labouring and feeking after, but ob*. 
tuning a Kingdom which fades not away; and' 
when we fweat, and toil and labour to make 
provifion for xo, 30, 40, years, what do we do, 
but proclaim our obligation to be infinitely more 
concerned, how to provide for that State Which 
muft never have an end ? 

Aad is it was the Goodnefs^ and Wifdom of 
God, to make us capable of everlafling dura- 
tion; fo we ftiould be injurious to both, if we did 
not fuppofe, that God hath ordered and appointed 
means, whereby it^s poffible to fave our kWcs from' 
the w^ath to come* 

He that takes a vieMi^ of God's Proceedings: 

B z ^^ 
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and Dealings with Men, ever fince the Creation 
of the World, cannot but (land amazed at the 
coft,* and labour, and pains^ and means, and mo^ 
tiyes, and arguments, God hath ufed to make Men 
fenfible of their everlafting Intereft, and to en- 
gage them to a feripus preparation for that World 
they mqft live for ever in. 

Thisferious Preparation mud neceflarily be a 
holy, biamefefs,fpotlefsLifej for the Means muft 
ever be futable and agreeable to the nature of the 
end. And Heaven being a Holy Place, perfeft 
Holinefs reigning there, it's not to be imagined, 
how perfeftion of Holinefs can be ^ntred upon, 
without a confiderable progrefs in Holinefs here, 
no Man reaching the higheft ftep of a Ladder with- 
out the lowermoft ; and one might as well flatter 
himfelf, that his Trade by fuch a time will bring 
him in Ten thoufand Pounds, when he is fo far 
from minding his Trade, that he contrives only 
how to run with others into excefs of Riot. 

Who ever hoped for a crop of Cora without 
fowing any ? Or who ever cxpefted Tulips ihould 
grow in his Garden without planting fuch Roots 
as muft produce them ? the Innocence which is 
above, is to compleat what is begun here; and 
What purity there is in th|fe everlafting Manfions, 
is to crown that San&ity, tlie Soul arrived to 
here ; and the Light that lliines there, is only to- 
mingle with that which did illuminate the Soulia 
this lower World ; fo that if there be no light in 
our Spirits here, there can no light mingle with 
It hereafter, for God is Light, and his Heavea 
& nothing: elfe but Light,, and as Light cannoc 

mingle 



miogle with Darkaels^ nor Fire with Snow ; fo 
HoJinefs hereafter can nningle with no Soul, but 
what comes attended with the light of Holinels. 

And indeed to plant this Holinefs in Men^ the 
means have been fo various, fo numerous, fo po- 
tent before the Law, uiider the Law, and under 
theGofpel, that one may jufUy admire the whole 
World doth not ftand Candidate for Heaven, and 
all the Inhabitants of the Eanh do not take the 
Kingdom of God by Violence. 

^hre the Law, the continual pleadings of the 
loflg-liv'd Patriarchs with fmful Men, to improve 
the Light of Nature, that Primar 0/ D'rvinitj^ the 
many Vifions, Revelations, Dreams, Signs, Won- 
ders, Voices from Heaven, the Miniftcry of An- 
gels, God's Patience, Forbearance, Long-fuffering, 
and fometimes exemplary Juftice, the Examples 
of Holy Men, God's Love to thofe that honoured 
him, and the (ignal Bleffing^ he beftowM on thofe 
that made him their higheft and chiefeft good | 
what were all theie but fo many Calls and En- 
treaties, that Men would by Holineisi prepare for 
a future Happinefs? 

No fooner did the World drop into Luxury and 
contempt of the Supream Law-giver, but God 
raifed and fent forth Hteachers ot Righteoufoef;, 
to give them notice of his Will, and their Duty; 
and when all flefti had corrupted its ways, N0J9 
and his Sons, in all likelihood became Preachers 
itinerant, who, in thofe i xo Years, which God 
allotted the Rebels for Repentance, travelled about 
the habitable World, and forewarned every Man, 
»nd bid them by Prayer, and ferious turning 
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to God, fecure his Favour here, and his more 
neceflary Mercy hereafter. And fo after the 
Flood, when Vice and Folly had made Men for- 
get the ftupendous Deluge, the Almighty had 
ient on their Fathers to cool their helliih Lufts. 
Abraham IS fet up as a mark of Gods Love and 
Bounty, and on him are conferred both the upper 
and neather fprings of Mercy, that by his pious 
Example, the Vicious Generation might be recalled 
from their evil ways, and perfwaded into fcrious 
thoughts of another World, and fo on tilli^^j his 
time; in a word, in Ahraham^s Pofterity were fuch 
j^'onders wrought, as were enough, had not Men 
iliut their Eyes, to engage them to all that ftrid- 
nefs and circumfpeftion, which Heaven and a bet^. 
iter Life requires. 

Uqder the Law, God was fo far from being 
jveary of ufing means, and taking pains with 
Men in order to this end, that hefeemed to have 
yefqrved thofe Ages for larger and fuller Demon- 
ftrations of his Power and Munificence ; and if 
the People of Lyftra had any ground for their 
exclamation, the Jews had far greater reafon to 

cry out,T^^^ Qo4 was come down to them 
Afts 14. 1 1, ^^ ^;^^ ^.^^^^^ ^j: ^^^ Yox while other 

Countries v^^K left in Darknefs, and, like Moles, 
buffered to wander in the fhadow and valley of 
Death, they, as if they had been made of purer 
Clay, ' feemed to be the Darlings of providence, 
ppd the Ffivourites of Heaven. Heaven bowed 
to them, and under its protection they went, a$ 
junder a Canopy of St^te, and niight with greater 
Tcafoh than tb? Sultan^ hfve challenged that lofty 



;, 73^ Jhaship €f G^ ; and with that Per/ia^ 
Efflperour^ ftiled themfelves^ Kinfmen cf the Stars. 
Their Eyes law Miracles aimoft every day ;and 
wich their daily bread they received daily Prodi- 
gies ; Six hundred thoufand Men fiiw the RtiSta 
divided. They faw bow with the blaft of Gods 
Nc^rilSy the Waters were gathered together, how 
the floods flood upright as an heap, and the 
Depths were congealed in the heart of the Sea« 
The Enemy faid, I will purfue, I will overtake, I 
will divide the fpoil ; my Luft (ball be fatisfied 
upon them, I will draw my Sword, my Hand fliall 
de^utoy them* But the Almighty ble\¥ with bis 
Wind,the Sea covered them,(bey fank as Lead in 
the mi^ty waters. 

This the Mtbrem faw,They faw it and rebeUed^ 
and yet, which was the greater Miracle io the 
midil of their rebellion, God> like the Sun, when 
foiiling through a cloud, (hewed them a merciful 
Face ; not that he approved of their impiety, but 
becaufe by thefe Beams he would warm their 
Hearts into Obedience. Their Bleflings came 
down upon them, not in drops, but in fhowcrs ; 
and their Profpefity, like the Cinnamon- tree, was 
fo fr^t^prant, that Strangers mighc fmell it a great 
way off, before they faw it/ The Waters of Life 
were continually flowing into their boibros; and 
thd God now and then frowned ujpon them, 
(what Father would not fometimcs chide his fon) 
yet bis Indignation, which, like Fliftts, fent out 
Fire, upon their penitential Tears, ftraightway 
returned to it's former coldnefs. The Rocks 
pouted them out Hirers of Oil,the|'W{ilhed.thc>r 
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Feet in Butteir ; and one might (ay of their Land, 

' ■ • ' as he *of the Ifle oi RhoJes. They 
*vh^' ^^^ ^^''^ ^^^'^ ^^*^ " continual Sun-fhine. 

Their Prophets, what mighty, what 
powerful M^ were they? Men that, Wkc Lamps, 
coiifumed their own Oil, to light their Aiiditors 
to Heaven ; or like Silk-worms,fpunout their own 
Bowds; to deck their Hearers with Garments of 
Rightebufnefs. Where Words could not prevail. 
Tears were the means to fupple and affe£t them ; 
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*Pbiio &^d> Jt feems, * there is not ftronger 

Rhetorick in the World than thefe iHttt 
one Prophet fpoke iijce an Ortf/<7r, there another 
*Xiktz Lbgician* Here one endeavoured by Elo- 
quence, to charm them, there another by clear 
*Reafoh to' convince them. Here one threatned^ 
there another promifed. Here one wooed ^ there 
anothci- thmdred. Here one came with a Scepter 
of Love^ there another with a Trumpet of war. 
Here one called to them from Mount Ebal^ there 
another frdm Mount Gerizim. Here one adjured 
them by the Bleflings of the jB^j^^f and the 5/^r^, 
there another by the Fruit of their Bodies^ and the 
'Frmt of their Ground. Here one made them feel 
the Fiery Law^ there another invited them by Wine 
and Milk without Money j aod without Price. Here 
one (hewed them the Bread and Water of Affliilion^ 
there atiother opened R'tvers in high Places^ and 
Fountains in the midji ofFalleys. VUrt one offered 
ms hand toySri/ethem, there another made hare his 
ArfH of Revenge. ' Here one offered an Ark to thofe 
i 5-fi?^^^ ^crcy, therp another rained down 
rt ^ P"^f^? ^P drown the Obftinate- Her0 

V ' ' ' one 
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Ofle i^prefeated GOD with his Sword dnwo, 

ji Smoak going up out of his NofirilSj 

im J devour i$ig fire out of his Mouth i ^ ** 

rtere snorher followed Sinners to the very gates 
of HeU, with ofiers of Mercy in his Hand ; and 
while Vengeance was Iknodcing at the door, and 
the Sword was at their Hearts, called to them. 
Turn ye ^ tumye^wly wiUyedie ? And what was all 
this, but to lay invincible obligations on Men to 
reform, and, by Reformation of their Lives, to 
arrive at Jaft at that Harbour of Blils and Immor- 
tality, which the great Preferver of Men hath 
prepared for thofe that fear him. 

Under the Gofpel, to (hew that this would be 
the very lafl Method to perfuade and engage Men 
to Holuiefs, the Son of Godhimfelf comes down 
from Heaven, and turns Preacher. A Gtorious 
Scene ! To fee him^who, being in the form of God, 
thou^t it no robbery to be equal with God, de- 
fcend from his Bed of State, and fink from the 
higheft Magnificence, into the form of a Servant : 
What could the Angels think, to fee the Prince 
of life take his leave of the Beatifidc Regions. 
todi%uife himfelf in Flefh, andd>«ell with Dull 
and A(hes? What was faid. Gen. i8.f i. ol God 
figuratively, I will go down now and fee ^ whether thej 
have done according to all the evil that is come up to me^ 
was not madegood according the Letter; and God, 
who in times paft, in divers manners, fpake un- 
to the Fathers of old, at kfl fpake by his Son. 

The Men to whom his former MefBges were 

fent, having beaten ibme of bis Servants, and 

/toned and Murdered others^the Everlafting Father 
- - ^ ' thought, 



thought. Surely they will reverence fffj/ Son. Indeed 
nothing left could be expected, than that the 
Heir ot all things, by his Greatoels and Divinity^ 
ihould ftrike them into the humbleft poftures of 
Repentance, efpecially coming laden with the 
Olive-kaves of Grace and Mercy, and Pardon 
in his Mouth. Behold ; the defire of all Nations 
comes, and He that commands all the Powers of 
Light and Darknefs, appears in a Pulpit. He, 
by whom the Worlds were made,leaves the bright- 
nefs of his Father's Glory, to tell men, what a 
Monfter Sin is, how odious, how loathfome in 
the eyes of God ; how lovely, how amiable, how 
beatitul the Ways of God are ; confirms the 
Sayings of all the Prophets of old, afliires Men, 
(and certainly he could not tell a Lye) that all 
thofe MeflSngcrs of old were in the right, when 
they profefled. That iniquity would be Men^s 
ruine, and that at yonder Gate no unclean thing 
ihould enter, and tnat God muft be preferred be- 
fore all the Riches, Honours, and Pleafures of 
this World: A Favour for which we want expref- 
fioo, and which we muft draw a yeil oyer, as 
Tmanthesth^V^mttx did over the Face of Jphige^ 
nids Father, becaufe we cannot reach it with our 
colours; it^s a love which pafles knowledge ; it 
furmounts thebrighteftunderftanding. We fee it 
^liftering on the Mount of God, and it leaves us 
in the Vale gazing, and ftaring upon it, a« a thing 
which Nf ortality can fhew no refembltnce c^; it 
ilrikes Dumb, it dazles the tytSy it fufpend$ our 
Reafon, binds the, Faculties ofan inquifitive Soul^ 
and fills all the channels of it witjiir admiration* 

If 



If a Kiflg ihould fend a MeHenger with a Pardon 
to a MalefadxHT thafs ready to be turnM off of 
the Ladder, there Is no Man but a ftrangerto Pity 
and CojDpaffion, but would fpeak in commenda- 
tion of the Royal Mercy ; but Ihould the King 
himfelf approach the place of Execution, and 
abfolve htm, it's like the unexpeAed bounty 
would cafi the Makfaftor into a Swoon. And 
then, when the Great God of Heaven and Earth 
made his Favour exdatical, went out of the com- 
mon road of Mercy, ftcpt beyond all Precedents 
and Eiamples, enaeafed his kindnefs into perfect 
Miracle^ Miracles which the Ages before cannot 
parallel, and the Son of God made his way 
through all the Clouds of Heaven, to tell Men 
how God longed for their Society and Happinefs ; 
we cannot fuppofc a podibility of greater conde- 
fceniion. And that which flill increafes the 
wonder, this Son of God intreats, wooes, and 
befeeches Men to bethink themfelves, and drefs 
up their Souls for the next World's Glory. He 
that might have come (as one day mod certainly 
he VK^ill) with flames of Fire, and taken Venge* 
aace on the obilinate, and terrified and fiartlcd 
them into ferioulhefi^ and might, without a Mc- 
taphor, as it is, P/d/. 45. 1. have girded his Sword 
upon his Thigh, and looked uern on the Re* 
beis, that would not have him reign over them, 
and frowned them into HelL That this Son of 
God, this Sov^eiga Prince, whom all the Elements 
ferve, at whofe command the Waters drown, and 
the Fire burns, and the Earth fwallows up,that he 

(hovSA come, ind draw near the City, and, inftead 

of 
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of confuming, weep over it, as if he meant to 
quendb the Fire of GodV indignation againfl it: 
and iriftead of ddojnirig it outright to Eternal 
Vengeance, wifli, that thou haJft known in this thy 
day what belongs unto thy peace ! Call like a tender 
compaffionate Father, How often would I have ga^ 
theredycu as a Hen doth gather her Chickens under 
her wings J and ye would not I That he Ihould bear 
affronts, and in the midft of thofe injuria, en- 
tieat Men to be reconciled to him, and feek for 
a Pardon / That he (hould make nothing of being 
flandered, fo he might but win them to Repen- 
tance ; be content to undergo Reproaches, fo he 
might but allure them to God's ways;fuffcrhim- 
felf to be abufed, fo he might but undeceive 
them in their flrong delufions ; bear with their 
peeviihnefs and frowardnefs, fo he might but per- 
fwade them to mind their Eternal Intereft. That 
like his Apoftle afterward, tho free from all Men, 
he ftiould yet make himfelf a fervant to all, that 
he might gain the more; unto the jF^ipj become 
as a Jew^ that he might gain the Jews ; to them 
that are under the Law, as under the Law, that 
he might gain them that are under the Law ; to 
them that are without Law,as without Law, being 
not without Law to God, that he might gain them 
that are without Law ; to the weak, become as 
weak, that he might gain the weak, and be made 
all things to all Men, that he might by all means 
fave fome ; that he ftiould conjure Mankind by 
Tears and Wounds, and his own Blood, by thofe 
very Torments and Agonies he endured for them 
to have Mercy on themfelves j to take a view of 

the 



the burning Lake beneath, and run awav $ to kipk 
upon the Joys above, and be ravUhed with^ tlie 
figfxt! That he fhould court them bv the fweeteft 
loWrations, and the kidded CaUs ; by the jgrtat- 
efl Offers, and the fofteft Vxom\&s; Promiies of 
Affiftance, and of his Holy Spirit, of Peace and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoft; and feal his ftrongde* 
fires and longings after their Holinefs,with his own 
death ; and after his Death, being rifen again^ fend 
Apoftles, and whole Armies of Confeflbrs and 
Martyrs, to eftablifh thofe Defires, ordain a Fun- 
&ion of Men, that might preach thole Deiires 
in Men's Ears to the World's End ; this indeed is 
a condefcenilon which the great miniftring Spirits 
in Heaven (land amazed at, and may . juftly be 
looked upon to be one of thofe things, the Angels 

iefire to fry into. 

By fuch afloniflung Means hath the great Im- 
mortal God endeavoured to effed that Holineis 
in Men, that &rioufnefs, that Pie^, that Heaven* 
ly-mindednefs, which he hath appointed to be the 
only way to endle& Blils. Glorious Means in^ 
deed ! But then they are ho more but Pearls 
thrown before Swine, where Men confider not 
how far they are concerned in the Heavenly Call; 
and what can be the meaning of all thefe Arts 
and Stratagems of Divine Compaffion, and what 
fliouJd make God thus folicitous and careful to 
procure Mans happinefs; and how dreadful it 
muft be to negled fo great Salvation ; what God 
defigos by aU this ; and what the intent of thefe 
urtDwal Endeavours muft be ; whether things 

are fo, or no f and if they be fo, what monftrous 

ftupi- 
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fhipidtty it muft be to lie ftrfl, and flcep under 
fucn ftrong and pofwcrfol Invitations. To lay all 
this Labour and Induflry, and mdefattgable pains 
of God before the Eyes of Men, when they will 
not fix their Contemplations on the remedies in- 
tended for their recovery ; what is it but to make 
a Learnt Oration to a Flodc of Sheep; and, with 
the Popifh St. Francis^ to addrefe our felves to Fal- 
cons and Pheafdnts, and other Birds ; or,with faim 
in Sulpitius SeveruSj to fpeak to Woolves^^ to talk 
> ji to a blind Man of Colours, to difcourfe Mathe- 
L^ fflaticks to one in a Fever, and to prepare Elixirs 
^^ and Cordials for Men deprived of Life and Senfe ? 
'^j Without Confidcration, we have litrie but Shape 
Land Speech left to us ro diflinguiih us firom Beafis ; 
and God cleady lofes the Vertue of his Exhortati- 
ons and Entreaties, except Confideratioa fets 
themhomje, digefb and apj^ies them to the Soul, 
and the inward Thoughts, like Sun-beams in a 
Burning-Glafs, unite and continue fo long upon 
thefe Spiritual objeds, till therjr fet the Heart on 
fire. 
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CHAP. n. 

ConfiJeratioH no trinfitory view tf Spiritual Thhfgr^ 
imports laftng the Heart an J Mindclofely unto Spi^ 
ritual Concerns ; rejemhles Mafffi^ing GtajfeSp 
which difcover Things Imperceptible ly the naked 
Eye. The great Ingredients of a Self'Examina^ 
tion^ Expojlulation^ andfirong Rejolution. 

f TOw Confideration, Tbinkiog^ Ponderiflg» 

JrX Meditation, Contemplation, do differ^ is 

not Material to enquire. Confideration indades 

all thefe^ and is nothing but exerdfing and iXDr< 

proving that Rational Faculty the great Arcbited 

hach beftowed on us, to the Glory of God, and 

the Felicity of our immortal Souls. The Chai«- 

fter St. Bernard ^ves of it, may^help to iUuftnte 

this Defcription : It difiinguijhetb (faith he) thirds 

confufed^ colle^eti) fucb as lie difperfed; fearches 

aifd dives into fuch ^s are concealed and bid^esamines 

ftoiahHities^ reflects upon what is done^ refolves what 

to dby and pxejfes towards the wark^ for the prize of 

the high calling of God i^ Chrifi Jefusp 

The School-men are in the right, when they 

cali Ity Employing ihe^ vohoh underflanding ahofit a 

things for indeed, a flaih of Thinkuig is no more 

Confideradcn than a few wandriog iparks can be 

faid to warm a fpadous Room: As wdl may a 

Man hope to fet a Milt a going, by fparkling 

fome drops upon the Wheels, as imagine that a 

few tranfient Thoughts wiU reform the Soul : And 

as 



as in cold weather Nf en do not get themfelves 
a heat by a flep or two^ but by fuch exercifes as 
put the Body into violent Motion, fo neither will 
a carelefs Thought now dnd then heat the Heart 
within ; but Confideration, which puts the Soul 
into a flrong and vigorous motion or a^tation 
is that which muft kindle the Holy Fire and (hed 
abroad Life in all the Faculties of the inward 
Man. 

Not to mention here that the Word was 6rt- 
ginally ufed to exprefs the induftry of Ailroik)- 
mers, who, by diligent contemplation^ and obfer^ 
Vation of the Stars, theif Motion, Pofition, Con- 
jundlion, lii^uences, &c. gave ^ judgment of the 
feveral Phanmena^ or appearances they met with* 
all, froih whence it was afterwards applied to 
Men,who ferioufly and attentively ponder things 

of moment, whetner Civil or Sa- 

a^T! S? "^ * ^^^ Scripture uTually cxpre- 

^ . ''^ fes it i^ i^i^g our Hearts clofe to our 

flK^ !• 5> 7. WofSy as if it were with Confide- 

ration, as it is with Men's liftning to a cQnfbfed 
noife, and laymg their ear clbfe to a Wall,. with 
defign to get a more diftlnft knowledge of it. 

And indeed, without Consideration, Eternal 
Life, and our Duties ia order to it, appear no very 
great attradJive. O)nlideration clears up thofe 
Notions^i difpels the Clouds and Mifts ths^t dwell 
upon our Reafon^ Wipes away the Duft, difcoyers 
unknown Worlds, and makes even fuch things 
as were Vulgar arid obvious before, look with a 
new Face, they being found, upon Confideratioiiy 
Aing^ of greater C6nfcq[uencb, of greater Com- 

fbrtr 
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fort, of greater Neceflity, of greater Virtue and 
Effidcy, thin before they were believed to be. 
So have I feen. an old Pifture thrown by, and 
buried among Rubbiih, which afterwards being 
Va(hed, hath proved to be a coftlv Original done 
by a eurious hand, and that wbicn at firft^ while 
fullied With dirt and dtift, was worth nothing, 
hath appeared to be of extraordinary Value, 
Confideration is that Spunge that walhes the beau- 
tiful Pi£fure of Grace and Glory, and now the 
turioiis Lines appear, the lively ftroaks of our 
Great Mafters hahd are feen, the fwceter Linea-^ 
fiients difcover themfelves, and make the Souf 
enamoured with the Spedacle. 

It is much with Coniideration, as it is with^ 
Microfcopes and Magnifying-GIafles ; what con^ 
temptible Creatures do lome little Animals, and 
fmaller forts of Plants appear, while beheld with' 
our naked Eye, but viewed through Dioptrical 
Glaffis, what curious Fabricks do we fpy ? How 
inconfiderable an Infe^ is a Gnat ? HoW defpica* 
ble a Creature is a Mite? Yet he that through, 
fuch Glades beholds in then:\all the Perfeftionsof 
thelargeft Animals, the riiultiplicity of their Parts, 
the variety of their Motions, and how curioufly. 
every limb is wrought, how Mathematical!)^ alf 
their little Members are framed and fet to- _ . . 
gether, cannot but like the great Phyfician, **' 
wonder at the Speftacle, aiSi break forth into ad- 
miration of the immenfe Wifddm of their Maker. . 
Who would believe there flioiild be plumes of 
Feathers in the paii^ Wings of a Butterfly ? 
Who would fufpeft filch things as Needles, or 

e fliai^' 
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(harp trao^a^eat Pi^ in a Nettle leaf, or think 
ibat any glittering drawn fw9rds and Daggers 
ihouid be fqund there ; Who would take ^n 
Atoin of Quickfilyer to be a Globular looking* 
Glals? Or the Sand weflrowupdn Paper to be 
like Fragments. pfChryftal, or lumps of AU 
lum? Vet tbrcw^, fuch Glafles^' thefe Objefts 
appear with a di^rent fliape front what they did 
before. 

, Coofideration is that Glaf^ which reprefents 
Spiritual Objects in other colours, than before 
were obferved and deteded in them* Sin that 
k)oked but with a faint Red before, through this 
Glafe, appears all Scarlet and Crimfon. God's Laws 
which before were hardly regarded fo much as 
humane Injundions, through this Glafs appear fo 
beautiful^ (b rational, fo wife^fo wonderfuli,fo fuit-> 
to ah intelligent Nature, that a Man with David 
cannot hold, but rouft cry out, O^how I love thy 

Laiv^ it is rny meMtation all the day^ Iharvefeen an end 
cf all perfeaion^: hut thy commandment is exceeding 
hroad. The tJew Jerufalem which looked but like 
an ordtnaryBuilding before; when viewed through 
this Gkis, the Towers and Bulwarks of it are feen 
glittering afar of{^ the Pearly and Precious Stones, 
it's plAfcd withftl, fliine with more than ordinary 
Luilre ; and that which looked but dull ^d weak 
before, now dazles the Spectators Eyes with its 
(^^jem^l |prlgfitne£s. Till Confkleration came in^ 
the- Rrodigai few little* He heard Men talk of the 
Beauty of Gqd^> ways; but alas i he few no fuch 
thing:. To hifn tfaey looked ^.j the ways of 5i«r, 
Ytf^d, uneven, anaim&ei^^^ ths Fruirs 
'. .^. ' ' '^ *-'". "^ of 



of the Spirit appeared unpleaiuit, and ill-tafted^ 
fiser for the Rabble, and fcani of Mankind, than 
Men of a brisk airy tehnper: But he no fooner 
opens the Wiodow,and jets in thefe Beams of Con* 
iideration, but all thofe fancies, as Witches at thiB 
Name cXJefHSjVaniih; and he is wrapt intothat high 
efteem or the ways of Ciod, that hie prefers being' 
but 1 Door-keeper in the Hosffe of ^od^ before the 
Office of Grand f^ifier at the Court of Afjafreruu 
But this will further appear, if we enquire into 
the E/7ential Parts, or neceflary Ingredients oftheib 
^irirual Opticks. Confideration, as it is the 5un 
tnat enlightens this Microcofm,ii£i;f,and irradiates' 
the benighted Faculties of the Soul^ fo that it may 
hkvt this virtue, there is required (and it cannot 
be Conftderation, without it ) Self Examination,' 
Expoftulation, and flrong Refolutions/ 

I. Self Examination. That Man who examines! 
not his Spiritual fiftate or Condition, whether 
be is that Sinner that fhall be everlaflingly mi« 
ferable > Whether the threatnings., of the Qofpel 
concern him ? Whether he finds thofe qualifica- • 
tipnsin himfelf, which the Son of God requires ot 
all that ihall be Heirs of Glory ? Whether he 
(e^M thofe things in his Soul, which Men that have 
a Title to the great Inheritance are fenfible of ? ^ 
And whether he Walks in that flrait way and* 
iiriVes to enter in at that narrow Gate, the Holy 
6h6ft dioth f^k of ^ 

. He thair, with GcMlo^ cires foir none of thefe 
thu^ is fo far firooi coniidertng, that he doth' 
^c the Immertaliy of his SouL or ano-. 
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tber World. For were bis Heart feafoned with 
at found belief of that future State, he could not 
but enter into his Clofet, and reflet. In this 
Bible, in this Book, which, I do believe, contains 
the Oracles of God, and his Peremptory WiU, 
concerning the Salvation of Men, I find ftub- 
born, carekls, unconverted Sinners, adjudged to 
Eternal Torments j I find God proteft, he will 
Jmow none in the laft Day, fo as to fliew them 
favour, but fuch as dare deny themfelves for Hea- 
ven, and heartily endeavour to do the Will of 
their Father which is in Heaven ; I find God 
fwear, that Men who prefer their Farms and Ox- 
en, and Secular Concerns, before his Injunftions 
and Commands, Ihall never tafte of the great 
Supper of the Lamb. 

Am I one of thefe ftutborn, unconverted, care- 
lefs Men, or no ? Why Ihould I be afraid to ask 
^h a' Queftion, when there is no lefs than Eter- 
nity in the Cafe I I am not afraid to look into my 
Account-Book, to know, what my Debts are, and 
what is owing to me ; whether I am behind, or 
before-hand in the World, whether I thrive or 
decay, whether I get or lofe ? And (hail I be 
afraid to know, whether I am a wife Man, or a 
Fool ,• a Friend, or an Enemy of God j a Favou- 
rite, or a Reprobate ? Whether the portion of 
Lazarus^' or the lot of Dives ^ will fall to my 
ftiare > Lord, when I hear and read, that Men, 
who are ftrangers to Righteoufnels and Holinefe, 
ftiall be tormented with Fire which is not quench- 
ed, is it not worth, is it not juft, is it not rea- 
fonable, I Ifeould ask, whether I am aot that 

Man i 
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Man ? If I am none of this number, What means 
the bleating of Sheep^ and the lowing of 
Oxen in wine Ears? What means my iSm^i^. 
Earthly- raindednefs? What means my *** 
living in wilful contempt of fo many Cbmmands 
of the Son of God ? I take no pains to be faved ; 
fome little Formalities and Complements of ReJi^ 
gion ferve my turn, and fatisfie my Confcience. I 
can put ofif the great God of Heaven with the 
World's Leavings, and throw him a dull, heartlefs 
Prayer at night, when I have been wallowing in 
Sin all day. I am for no Devotion that's either 
earpenfive or troublefome to Flefh and Blood, and 
fuch Ejaculations as do not moled me in my Plea«» 
fures, and as my Flefh can eafily fpare, without 
any detriment in its iatisfadion, I am willing to 
lay upon God's Altar. I feel little or no Sorrow 
for Sin, no remorfe, no compundions, when I 
offend a Gracious God. A Temporal Advantage 
affeds and revives me more than all the Joys of 
Heaven. I live more by Scnfe, than by Faith : 
My Senfitive Appetite is the ruling Faculty in my 
inward Man, and my will is lett unguided and 
uoregarded to the Rapes of fenfual Plnfure; I 
let the Hedge lie open, and the wild Boar out of 
the Wood may come in, and the wild Beads of 
the Field j I mean, my Luds may do with me 
what they pkafe. I take no care to rule or 
matter them. My Luds like ill-bred Children, 
mud have all the Toys they cry for ; and if at 
aay time I do not fatisfie them, it is becaufe I 
cannot, or dare not j and it is not Love to Self- 
denial, but Force, or Shame, or C^arnal Intered, 

C 3 make$ 
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makes me crofe their Eagernefs, and Importunity, 
If I do fometimcs refolve to leave either my grof- 
fer Vices, or my more fecret Iniquities, the next 
Company or Divertifement takes me off again ; 
and I make no more of breaking my folemn Pro- 
roifes of better obedience, than if God vi^ere a mere 
Sftock or Stone, that takes no notice o^^ffronts 
and Injuries. Self*denial I am fo great a ur^nger 
to, that I know not what it means. The Graces 
and Fruits of God's Spirit, Love^Jcy^ Peace^ Good^ 
nefs^ Fditbj TtrnperancCy Meeknefs^ Patience^ Lopig-^ 
Sufferings have lo little of my Defires and Affe- 
(ftions, that I think it but Time and Labour loft 
to bethink my felf how to be matter of any of 
them. ' Why ihould 1 flatter and deceive my felf? 
Why fhould I foothmy felf into kind Thoughts of 
my condition, that is (b apparently dangerous? 
Thus it is with me, why ihould I deny it l Why 
fliould I call. Light Darkneis and Darknefs Light ; 
put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter? Whom 
do I cheat all this while, is it not my own Soul ? 
"And what (hall I gain by it in the end ? Shall I 
|:hink my felf Sufficiently Holy, when I am fo little 
Acquainted with the firft rudiments of Holinefs ? 
Shall J think my felf a Child of God, when that 
which I db is fitter for a Child of the Devil, than 
a Favourite of Heaven ? Repentance, or turning 
to God, which the Holy Ghoft doth fo often, 
and with that vehemence and earneftnefe incuU 
cate, implies an univerfiil change of my difpo 
fition,and inclinations. And where is that al* 
bratbn, that renovation of the Mind, Will, and 
Aflfeftioiis ? My Affeftioris are carried out after 
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Froth and Smokci as much as ever. My Love 
is fet on trifles, and i5 regardlefs of the higheft 
and chiefeft good as mucii as ever. I hate Sertouf- 
neft and delight inchildifli im jpartinent Gayeties, 
as much as ever. The Promifes of the Gofpel are 
as inconfiderable in my Eyes, ' and die Riches of 
this World as glbrious and raviftii^, ts ever j and 
lean dilpencewith feeVant bfS|AritualCk)nfqia*»* 
tions, while I hkvebut tfty Ihsre ihthefe outward 
Comforts, I thanlf it fuffidentth^t-I im Baptized 
and Wafhed in the Laver of ;He^iii(iradt)ni but 
do not mind;' whether I am^ fc ' nfew Greature : 
The Holy Watel- indeed was fpkinklfid upon me, 
but r am ft ill in the gall of Bitterri(bfe, and Boiid 
of Iniquity. ItV evident by my Anions, that I 
have ariven aWay, iind quench^ that Holy Spi- 
rit which was glveii me in Baptifm, and yetl 
ftudy not how to recover it ; and What will be 
the end of thefe things ? ; That S{Hrit is a Spirit: 
of ftolinefs, and till Holinefs returns to my Soul, 
th^t Spirit will not return; Wb unto me/ My 
Feet rqn in the' ways of deftruftioh, and my 
Eye^ afp dazled with external portip arid gran- 
deur, as much as ever. Art adidrous .Soi^ is 
moref pleafing to me,, thkn the rttoft hwtndnious 
Pfaloi. TheWord ofGdd is but- a dead tetter 
to me, while a Romance, or a Bdok that treats 
of 'F^lly and Vanity, tranfports me into more 
than ordinary qontent and fatisfa£):ioii : And tvk4t 
1 muft tat^andrvhat I muft drink^ and i»berewithall 
I Jball he c/oatbed? zit QijeftidrtS I have fiir 
greater defite to be refolved in, than to know 
what I muft dd to pleafc God^ attd to be happy 
' ' "^ C 4 for 
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for ever. If I bav^ made light of the Thunders 

and Thrcatnings of Scripture, I do fo ftiU. May 

t^, when God (mites me,. I leek him, and return, 

and enquire early after God, .and remember that 

6od is my Rock^atfd the High God my redeemer; 

but the Rod is no4boner pff.my back, but I return 

with the Swiae to the mire,, and. with the j^iegto 

the Vomit : i which; fliews^. that in ; my afflift ioii I 

^ob^t flatter God' with i?iy mouth, and lie unto 

hiiQwich my Xt>ngU9, that my heart is not right 

with (lim, and tl^tt I am. not tied fail: iti his Co- 

venaot. How am t forced (ometimes to invent 

evafions, either that it is enough to believe .with 

|be .firqwd ; or that God will not be fo cruel, as 

|o damn all ^fen that are Un^Aified; oip that 

if I (hould begia.a gopd lifej I ihould never 

jhpid out; or that: if feriqusneis. were fo:njece£» 

^y fo many Learned Men would not have fo 

great an averiion from it ; How oftep am I 

ready to yeild to .Athciflical . Suggeftions, that 

either my Soul dies with my Body, or tijiat God 

Csikes no nptice of what wedb below; or that 

. thefe may be no Life tp cocne ; or that Religion 

play be nothing but a trick. Horrid thoughts! 

Yet wh^t will i^ta- Sinner do, orxonfentto, fo 

lie may be but let alone in his SinfuU Sport and 

pleafures. My outward Man, may be, hath fom^ 

tp;^rkling$ of Pi?ty; but how foul, how foidid 

is my Soul? How little do I flrive to be rid 

of vain, unclean, and luflful Thoughts ? How 

eafily do I yield unto a plearing temptation ? 

!Fhe Devil need take no^ great pains tofeduce 

me, for if he do bu( beckon, I make faiaft and run« 

How 



How lotlLam I to refift an evil motion f How loth 

to conquer ? How loth to break my Leagpe with 

Hell ? What an averfion have I from the feverer 

Datks of Religion ? How foon am I weary of 

pious Exercifes ? I do not abate one Luft, not one 

Piealiire, for Heaven's fake. If I know, that 

eating a Plentiiull Dinner on Sundays will make me 

ileep at Church, 1 have no courage to forbear ib 

much as a meal for God. What did I ever do 

that look'd like feeking a Heavenly Country ? I 

fead of good Examples, but they move me not; I 

fee how drcumfpeftly other Men walk, and yet I 

fieei no fire« When I'm called upon by mine own 

Confcience to lofe no more time, I flifle thofe 

checks. Ah! how doth that faithful witneft 

within me fomecimes plead with me, and bid me 

confider what I do, and what a ftrange adventure 

I make, and who will have the lols of it in the 

end, and how hard a matter it will be to recall 

me, when lam once loft? But I am deaf to thefe 

friendly Calls. It tells me, I lie in a dangerous 

Ditch, and that I am not in the! right way, and 

prompts me to vomit up the Poifon I have fwal- 

lowed ; but Will npt be peffwaded, that I am 

in a ftat^ of Condemnation . Tfad grey hairs are 

upon me, and thO the niarks of God's wrath 

againft me appear in my Soul, yet I had rather 

believe any thing, than believe that God is angry 

with me. God's Spirit many times prompts me 

to that which is goqd, but I run away from 

him. I fee the vanity of this World, and yet 

I dote on it; I am difappointed in my expeaa* 

fions of earthly Felicity, and yet |hi$. doth not 
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drive me to Heaven to ifeek k better- t have a 
Soul defcended from above, a Soul that can (bar 
above Senfe, and Flelhj a Soul . capable of the 
nobleft Operations, fitted for the greateft and 
fflofl: Spiritual^Employihents : But I let that 
mighty IntelleBual Fire go out: I fuffer that 
Light to be clouded and darkned, by ioltowing 
the Difta^es of a fenfual Appetite : I take no 
(are to fubdue my unruly Paflions ; Good 
Lord ! How do they Tranfport me upon all Oc- 
ca{ion$ ! If this be not to Difhonour God, to 
defpUe him, to mock his threatnings, to under- 
value his Promifes, to labour after my Ruine,to 
(light the offers of Grace and Mercy, 1 under- 
(land nothing. O dreadful ! that a Creature, 
as I am, ihould have a Soul to look after, and 
mind it no more ! An everlafting Empire to gain, 
and make no more matter of it ! Endleis Tor- 
ments to (hun, and be no more afraid ! Eternal 
]Vrath and Indignation to avoid, and be no 
jnore concerned ! Rivers of Joy to inherit, and 
fpeak and think of it fo little ! My Confcience 
blufties at my wilfulnefsj and yet I walk in the 
light of mine own fire, and in the fparks that I 
have kindled. Add mufl I periih thus tamely ? 
Muft I be loft after all the intrcaties of my Ma- 
ker > Muft outward Darknefs be my Habitation ? 
and the bottomlefs Gulph my Dwelling-place ? 
Tell hot me, vain Hearty that I am lafe enough ; 
Can I be fafe without the favour of God ? Can 
I be happy, withput haying my Name written 
in the Book of life ? Go tell a Man^ that he 
may fafel^ fleep on the Piimcle of a Steeple in a 

Storm. 
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StoriB. Go teU him> that be ttizy Mdy walk like 
Quusen £»ffMj^ upon Plough-fiiares flowing hot. 
t31 him, that he may fafeiy let a Viper bite him. 
TeU him that he may fafeiy play with a Croco* 
diie. TeU him, that he may fafeiy wdk with 
Peter on the Water^ and try whether thou canft 
perfwade him; and wilt thou delude me,tbit I need 
fear no danger when God defpifes me ? What 
do I do ? If I have preferred my Secular Intereft 
before God's Honour and Glory, I do fo Hill. If 
I have feared Men more than God, I do ftilL If 
I have been loth to do good Wfth the Temporal 
Bledings God hath conferred upon me^ lam fo 
Hill. And what Sins I leave, it^s more becaufe I 
have no inclination to them, or becaufe I amji- 
fraid they^U fpoil arid blemifli my Reputation in the 
World, than becaufe I love that God who made 
me, and hath obliged me by a thoufand Favours 
to efteem and prize him above all. And is this 
the Coat of the Sons of God ? Is this the Livery 
of a Chriftian indeed? Is this done like a Man 
that lives upon God's Bounty, is fed by his 
Charity, fupported by his Alms, and maintain* 
ed from his Storehoufe, and cannot fubfilt one 
moment without his Concourfe, and hath not 
a better Friend in all the World than him, who 
is the Fountain of Living Waters? Who cat? 
believe this? What Man that underftandS' a* 
ny thing, can think well of this cofidkion ? 
Will it cure my Difeafe, to believe that I have 
it not? Will believiiig j ^at r aAa not in Prifon, 
bring me out of it ? What iff was never in hea- 
ven ? What if I nev^ law the fipok ^f life? 
' - ^ ■' ^ ' '^ •' What 
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What if I never viewed the lift of th&fe.tliat 
ihail be damned, and thofe that (hall be Saved ? 
Doth not the Word of God tell mo^ who they are 
that ihall be happy, and who ihall be miferable ? 
And if the marks of thofe that Aiall feel his ever- 
lafting wrath are upon me, hs^ve not I reafon to 
look about pe^and feek more diligently after 
Grace, than ever I have done ? Confideration, one 
;reat defign of it being to know how the Cafe 
lands between God and our own Souls ; fudi a 
felf-Exaipination muft of neceffity be tfa^ omrner 
ftone of this Spritual Building, and comparing 
our Lives with the Rules of the Qofpel, and the 
proper C^arafters of fuch as are in a likely way 
to enjoy God, for ever, may j^iftly challenge the 
firft Seal ,1^ th^ intelle^ual Paradife . But then^ 
as tHulding of a ftately Gate, without a Houfe 
anfwerable to it,. doth but expofe the Builder to 
derifipnt and cppteoipt ; fo felf-^amination, with* 
out a ferious Hl^poftulation with our own Heart s, 
is but to make th$ AccMjer of our Brethren laughat 
our vain Attempts, and God (corn the Endeavour^ 
that .could be cruihed in the Bud, and tired before 
half its R^ce^s run^ 

II. ,jSxpoftulatio» roufes the Soul from her 
ilumber, 9nd drives it avyay from the foft Down 
it.wpuld have .reded and repofed.it felfypdp, 
and : gives . the ; firft biow:(for felf- examination 
onlyi threatens it )tp that Tree of Death, I mean, 
the;reis|itn^ power; of Sin^ and I fee not, how Sin 
caii'fiieTter it felf jany .longer, or:what excufes it 
can make for its ftay and continuaoce, where th^ 

:■■,■■-■'■■ Soul 
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5dul doth fummon ic to appear b^re the Bir of 
Con/cieaoe, and enters into fuch reafooing and 
interrogations, as thefe : Are thefe things to, and 
do I {land triilins with my fidvation ? Am I in 
danger of everlamng Flames, and do I lie pity* 
iog in the Suburbs of Deftruftion I HatmiM h 
at the Gate, and do not I run to my Arms ? The 
Thiliftines are upon thee, Sampfon^ and doft thou 
lie (lill? The Deiiige is coming, and do I talk o( 
Marrying, and giving in Marriage? h fee the 
Waters rife, and come up to my ankles^ to my 
Knees, to my loyns, to my necK ,and am not I 
fr^hted ? O Lord ! The fnares cf death inc§mpafi 
me^ and the pains cf hell are ready to lay heldefmel 
Either I believe an Eternity of Torments, that 
fliall attend a careiefs finfuil Life, or^ I do not ; 
if not, why dare not I profefs my denial ? Why 
do I play the Hypocrite and make the World 
think I do believe it ? What's the reafon that I 
cannot fbake oflf the fears of it, if I would 
never fo fain ? Why does fome thing within roe 
check me when I would be fo prophane as to 
deny it ? Can I ever be ferious, and not believe 
it ? But then if I believe it, what a mad Man 
am I to loiter, when the Candle, I ami allowed to 
work by, is aimoft burnt out, suid I know not 
how icon it may pleafe my <Sreat;Ma(ler to ex- 
rtnguifli it ? Do I lead a Life which is the rea* 
dieft way to Eternal Vengeance, and fliall I not 
fbp back and .prevent it? Caii :l imagine God 
will blot out that everlafling Fire, to giatifie 
my vicious Temper ;or dedroy that 7ophet out 
oi teaderi^a to my Lufts and Corruptions I 'Can 
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I concdve it pofliUe, that God will go from M^ 
word^ to pletfe i flubbora Sinner ; or prove a 
Xitfy ihit I may go with greater eafe to Heaven ? 
WtHit great matter have I done for God, that I 
ihould expe£^ fuch Favour ? How haire I dbliged 
him? What, by my walking after the Flefh ? By 
my greectinels after the Meat which perifiieth ? By 
my contempt of his Exhortations and Admoni- 
tions? Is God to be obliged by Sin? Is the Al- 
mighty to.be made kind by folly ? Is he to be 
rendred propitious by Affronts? What Fellowihip 
hath Righteoufnefs with Unrighteoufnefs ? Or 
what Communion hath Light with Darknefaf ? Or 
wtuit G)ncord hath Cbrift with Belial ? Do I not 
know, that I ihall be miferable, if I continue in 
that courfe I have held on hitherto ; and am I in 
love with Eternal Ruine? Am I certain that Ini- 
qmty will be my confufion ; and am I refolved 
to dye ? I Imve all the Reafon in the World to be- 
lieve, that it was the Son of God that Was the Au- 
thor of thofe Threatnings and Gomminations I 
find in the Gofpel : Do I believe him to be the 
Son df God ; and can I imagin that the leaft tittle 
of his words wiU periih? I have run up and down 
in the World thefe many years, and hunted after 
diofe Vanities whichr fenfiml Men do doat upon : 
But will thefe &ve me when I die? Will not the 
rememfarahce of my e^er purfuit after theie But-* 
ttpflies and Gaudes, fill me with the An^uifli and 
Sorrow ? Have I lived in the World all this while, 
and am not I nearer Heaven than I was fome 
years ago? Muft my Body ei^^roft all my endea<i 
voun^ and mi^ my- Soul^be ftarved.^ f haVea 
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Soul that cannot die^ a9d muft. not di^ and muft 

ihortly appear before God's Tribunal, and fliall 

not I fludj its Sa&ty and Happinefs as much at 

I am able i Lord God ! ihould Death arreft me 

before I have made my Calling and Eledion fiire; 

How ifearful) how wretched would my Condi- 

tion be? Should it fall ^ my fiiare to howl in 

outward Darknefs ; How fhouid I : curfe the Day 

when firill law the Light ? Howifhould I cry out^ 

Let the d^ perifb ix^erein I was Mm^findtheni^ 

in which it was Jaidj tbfre is a Man<^hMd ctmceived : 

Let that day he darknefs^ let not God regard it from 

aiovej neither let the light Jhine upon it. Let dark^ 

nefs and the jhadow ofdea/th^ain it. Let a cloud 

dwfll upon it. Let the, hlacknefs of the dcy terrific it,, 

Should thdfe Tortures the Damned ieel be infli* 

fted upan me ; How (hould I wHh that I had 

lived all my days in Defertsand Wiklerneffesy and 

fpent my whole time in Praying, and Pnufing 

of Qxj^and giving all my Goods to the Poor, and 

Uved upon Bread and Water, and undergone tbA 

greateft Hardihips and Severities ; out*prayed a 

Saint, and out-faded a Hermit, rather than ven« 

tured m;^ Soul in fo flight a bottom^ as worldly* 

mindednefs muft nece(&rtly be ? Oh ! how ifaimid 

I wi(h, that, like the Gadarenes Ho^p, f had leap* 

ed into the Sea, rather than run mCo excels of 

Riot, and predpttated my felf incp boiling Cal* 

drons, rather than inco the /^dulttf ous Bed, reeeU 

ved burning Coals into my Bofom, .rather than 

Partners pf my Lulb intio my Arms, and broiled 

m Fbunesibonw^thafr in the unhaBowed Paifions, 

ibaft h»Bfe bcQi#t dawn Pirc and Drimftone on 

my 
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my Folly I Should that burning Lake be * tAf 
habitation for ever^ O how I fhould imprecate 
ail my merry Companions, that did alluire me to 
run with them into Folly and Vanity ! O howl 
Ihould wiihy that my Eyes had never feen them ; 
that my Ears hsld never heard their Names j that 
my Tdngue had been torn in a thouiand{ pieced 
when flrft it entertained difcourfe with them ; 
that my Arms had been cut off^ when they eni- 
braced thofc pleafures, which like Syrens, cheat 
Men into Mifery and calamity ! O how I fhould 
curfe the place where my (ins were committed, 
the Perfons that occaiioned them, the hour that 
ever I thought of them ! O how I Ihould wifli, 
that I had improved thofe opportunities I do now 
make light of, and believed Mofes and the Pro- 
phets that gave me warning, and turned to 6od, 
while the Doors of Grace flood open, and applied 
my felf to the Miniflers of the Qofpel, and taCken 
Dire3:ions f rom them, what I mufl do to be faved ! 
How fhould the poffibility of fuch mifery fright 
and terrifie me into watchfulnefs and ferioufnels ? 
Is not Eternity more to me than a moment of 
Time? Can that Gold and Silver I enjoy, ind 
do fb much prize and adore, be any motive to 
the great Judge of Life and Eteath to abfolve nte ? 
Can the pleafures of Sin be Antidotes againfi: 
Sin? Or my Jollities procure a Pardon in that 
day, when God fhall Judg^ Men according to 
the Gofpel*? What makes me thus ftupid, that 
I fhould forceo the Milk and Honey of Canaany 
for the pitiful Garlick and Onions of ^gypt ? 
Doth Qod promife the Purple Robes^ and mall 

I 
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t take up with courfe, and ill- wrought Stuff ? 
Dotb God offer (lie a Royal Seat, and ihall I prefer 
a ihepherd's Tent before it ? What Devil doth 
pc^e& me^ that I (hould prefer Dancing and Re* 
vcUing for a few hours, before enlcfs joy ? Where 
is my Reafon? What's become of my Under- 
flanding? Ami bewitched, befotted, beguiled, that 
I fhould believe a few flattering Motions of Flelli 
and Blood, before all the Oracles and Infpirations 
of the Holy Ghoft? Are there fuch things, or no 3 
I do believe there are; why then am I not more 
afFe£led with them ? Can there be any thing more 
reafonable than Chrift's Precepts ? What is there 
in them that (hould difcourageme? If God had 
commanded feverer Tasks, is not Heavfcn recom- 
pence enough? If the Prophet had bid me do(ome 
fjreat things would not I have done it > How much ra* 
ther tben^ when he faith unto me ^ Wafh and he cleani 
I that forbear the greateft Delicacies^ fhun the 
choiceft Dainties, will not be tempted to e^t of 
the mpfl palatable Difh, when I am fenfible it 
will bring upon me the Pain, either oi Cholick^ 
or Strangury ; Nay, I, that lying under a ra- 
ging painfull Diftemper, wiih my felf a Beggar^ 
or the pooreft Body alive, and would be content 
to (loop to the meaneft Offices, fo I might be 
but freed from the malady which torments me •* 
Can I fcrupie to obey thefe Laws, when it is to. 
avoid an Eternity of pain ahd flames ? Was got 
Dives as ftuborn as 1 can be ? And, have not 
I reafon to believe, if he were on earth again^ 
he would think the Law of Charity the eafieft 
and the reafonableit Law imaginable? Have not 

D I 



34 9C3[re <Qtedt Ham 

I reafon to believe, he would go beyond Zacbeusy 
leave himfelfbut juft enough to live on, and ftudy 
how to do good with the reft ? Have not I reafon 
to believe, tnat the Laws of Chrtfi would feem 
very facile and ^rafticable to him > Can I think 
he would lay, A little more fteep and a little mare 
flumler^ and delay his obedience ? He that hath 
felt the mifery of another World, would think no- 
thing too good, nothing too dear, nothing too 
coftly to facrifice to him, who is the King Immor- 
tal, Tnvifible, Blefled for evermore. O how glad 
would^ he be, that God would accept of it ! That 
God would f meli the fweet Savour, and caft a 
Gracious look upon it? God, that g^^ve me thefe 
Laws, and hath entailed everlafting Bliis on my 
fmcere obedience, certainly knew beft what was 
ifit and expedient for me ; atid he that is acquainted 
with my fitting down, and mine uprifmg, and had 
a hand in my Frame ; can I think, he would pre- 
icribe me any thing prejudicial to my Happtnels > 
Thefe Precepts as they are effeds of the greateft 
Wifdom, fo they cannot but be highly beneficial, 
and promote my Spiritual Intereu, for they drop 
from a God that's infinitely good, as well as 
infinitely wife ; fo that not to fubmit to them, 
is not only to ftand in my own light, and to 
hinder my Soul from its proper food and nourifli* 
rtient ; but to make my felf wifer than the Al- 
mighty, and to extol my reafon above his Om- 
nifcience, and to accufe his immenfe Wifdom of 
ralhnefs and folly. And fliall I add Blafphemy to 
my Difobedience? Am I afraid God is not enra* 
ged enough againft me I Qr^ that his Anger is 

not 



not fed enough? Shall I throw jSrioiAone into the 

flame, to make that confunung Fire more terriblesi» 

Is it fucb a pleafttre to have Qod for my Foe ? fc 

it fuch afiitis&£bion to havdhinij that can deftro^ 

both Soul and Body in Hell, for my Adireriary? 

Such Labyrinths, ittdi Tncontremencet do I caft 

my felf into by my finfiii Life: And, ixt thefe 

Encouragements to continue in it? I^ this the 

Wedding Gannent I ihay triumph in ? Shall I fing 

in Cbaii», rejoyce in Fetters, glory in my fhackk^ 

be proud of the Otwils Service, boaft of my Sla* 

very ? When is it that I intend to be ctean? ShaU 

I delay it one moment longer, that know not but 

I may be in Hell before the clock do ilrike again >' 

Dull, Blockiih Heart ! what doft thou mean? 0<^ 

thou fee, how all thefe outward things dd hdt, 

and leave ■ the owners miferable, arid wilt thoul 

take no warning? Doft not thou fee, how JuJai 

droops, thd his Purfe be full of Money • Arid 

Cam trembles, thd he is Matter of a fpadcd^ 

Country ? Doft not thou fe^ how theii^ Hearts 

fail them for fear, becaufe they haVe not niade 

God their fi'iend? Lciok down into the fatal 

Gulph ; Doft thou ftand upon the brink of De- 

ftrudion, and art thou not afraid ? Doft ihavl 

fee a crucified Jefus ftretching forth Ms Armt 

to embrace thee, and doft thou feel no warmth, 

no heat, no zeal j no afi^dion ? Doft ihotf ibe- 

the great burning Lake before, dice, and doft 

not thou quake and tremble I D6ft thou fee the 

Reveller ^ Blood upoo thy beds, and wilt riot 

thou run into the Cify of refi^t ? Doft tboU 

feeche.AngiBlol' the Locd pcqpaiiog to raiif 
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;dpwn Fire aMBrimftona on thee, and wilt thoa 
cjooi&ve thy felf ih;2^Mr? Woiuldft thou ftay till 
^le doorofGrabebe ihut?tWhy (houldft thou 
itety^ till all tbc oil in tirf Lamp be fpent ? Why 
^flraiildft thourfbld> thy ^rns till Death takes the 
fort,! and leaves thee in no poffibilty of Mercy ? 
Fhy flxwldft thod lUnd ftill, till the Enemy lays 
ihff ConMeaee iwaft ? Why Aonldft thoa deep, 
ttilt.all theFieldi jbe ovrer-run with weeds ? Why 

gouldft thai be klle»till tbs Eleventh ^oArispaft? 
Un,ran ifor thytife; There is danger near; 
Jte Enemy is at hand ; The Fort is like to be 
ttb^n ; The Citadel is almoft 4o(l ; Thou art 
fihtipft at the laflfiikrp : Look up, Doft not thou 
fofi thy Saviour fly down from Heaven to lay hold 
4^ thee, and wilt hot thou make haft and meet 
Ibtflb'? Behold r the Bridegroom comes, and wilt 
lit)t.thou bid him welcome > E>oft not thou fee 
bow the Marty i^, how the Primitive (iliriftians 
% to Heaven, and wiU thoii flay behind ? Doft 
piQtthou fee how contented they are under Tryals 
0f ' cruel Mockings and Scourgings ; yea, more- 
over of Bonds and Imprifonments > Doft not thou 
fee, how. wilting they are to be ftoned, to be 
^/tWtt afunder,.to be tempted, to be {lain with 
the fword, and all that they may obtain a better 
RefurreAion ?: Doft not thou fee, how they croud 
in at the Gate, and wilt thou not fee what they 
^ure doing theri: ?; Doft thou think, they were 
9II out of i. their: wits, to break thus refolutely 
thitough ail Claggs'and Obftades in Glory ? If 
they were not wHie Men, why do we celebrate 
their MencMri^.)/. Aad if tb^ were wife, wilt 

• not 



not thou learn wifdom of them ? If they were * 
foo!% why do we commend them t Why do* W( 
write Panegyricks on their Names ? ' Why do we 
admire them ? Why do we wiih^ that we might ' 
be as happy as they ? If they were fo, why wilt 
thou not be a follower of thems^ Doft thoa fee 
them concerned, and c^nft thou Hand like a Sta- 
tue ? Doft thou fee with what life and zeal they 
fall on, and art thou fenfelefs ? Doft thpu fee them 
buiie and inquifitive, and aftive about God^ 
Kingdom, and can they infpire no indnftry into • 
thee ? Doft thou fee how they prize and value the 
incorruptible Crown, and is all too little to p«r- 
fwade thee into a practical Efieem of it ? Whae • 
hinders thee ? What is it ftops thy progrels ?Art 
thou ftill in love with that, which will undo thee? 
Why (hould Father and Mothery Wife and Chii- 
dren. Brethren and Sifters, Lands and Houfes^^ 
make thee lofe a Crown ? Hath God's Favour no 
temptation? Is there no charm m his Love ? Hath i 
Heaven no Beauty? If thou muft be mifarable, 
hadft thou not better befo here, than hereaftct ?' 
Shall the prefent Food flatter thee into eternal 
Hunger ? And becaufe the tree is jpleafant to^ tbs 
Eye, wilt thou prepare for being expelled out ofc 
paradife for ever ? Will a few pleafant Cups comii^^ 
terbalance thy everlafting Thirft:? Wiltthoai 
venture an everlafting Storm finr a prefent Calm ? 
And run the hazard of an endleis Tempeft, for 
a few months Recreation ? ; Behold how Mqfhs* 
runs away from the World, to be laved,, and 
wilt thou plunge thy felf into that dang^rons 
Sea ? Behold bowElij^y Elijfra^ and $x. Jdm 
' D 3 the 
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the Bdptijf retire into the vfikkrntfsj that their 
Eyes may not |>eho]d thefe foblunary Vanitit^ 
aaddofl thou loDg to be in the Croud, which wi- 
fer Men defire to be rid of ? Good Lord i Whom 
do I intend to pleafe^ God, or the Devil ? God I 
cannot pleafe by it, for he calls to me, Cem^ out 
jnm ammg them^ wj people^ apt J ic ye feparate^ and 
touch not the unclean things and I mil receive you ; 
a^d (hall I gratifie the Devil then ? O Wretch that 
I arn ! the Devil was never crucified for me ; ne« 
yer fpilt one drop of Blood for me ; never endu- 
red Agonies for me : He never wore a Cfbwn of 
Thorns for me ; he never rafted of the ihameful 
Death of the Crofs for me ; And ihall I fly into 
his Arms? How often hath he difappointed me 
in my Hopes and Defires, and I ihall I fawn upon 
the Enemy ? Lay Force upon his Kingdom of 
iDarkne&, in defpight of all the Bars and Bolts, 
and Guards, which the Great King of Heaven puts 
between me and {damnation? I have been abufed 
and cheated by Sin theie many years, and ihall I 
)ob cheated ftiU ? Does not my Blood rife at the 
Sery thoughts of it ? I that will not be cheated in 
my Trade or Dealings with Men, ihall I fufFer my 
fell to be impoied upon by a lying Devil ? And 
when I ftudy how to be revenged on him, that 
bath lold me a Pebble for a Pearl, a Briftol Stone 
ifbr a Diamond, and endeavour to prevent the 
Hii;e deception for the time to ^ come ; Shall I in 
thefe |reat concerns of my Soul, where the 
Cheat IS fo apparent, where to difcover it, I need 
)do no more but open my Eyes where God and 
^ Holy An^elst, and all the Minifters of the 

' Gofpel, 
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Gofpel, aflure me of the Fallacy, where the Cheat 
is of that dangerous confeqoence too, and borders 
upon Eternal Damnation ; Shall I be fi> degene- 
rou5, fo bafe, fo low-fpirited, as to fuffer my letf 
to jbc thus grofly abuied and deceived ? A Child 
will not be cheated of his Puppets, a Beaft will not 
be cheated of his Meat, a Dog will not be cheated 
of his Bone; and (hall I alone be the fport of De« 
viis ? 1, a Creature to whom God hath given 
Dominion over the Fiih of the Sea, and over the 
Fowls of the Air, and over every thing that nxh 
veth upon the Earth? O Monfter ! Why fo cruel 
to my own Soul ? Why fo barbarous to my Im« 
mortal Part ? Why fo inhumane to my Spiritual 
Intereft? Why fo mad to run into the Fire? Why 
fuch an Enemy to my own good ? Have not I 
Enemies enough, but I mud make my kli my 
greateft Foe ? Shall I join with that roarine Lion, 
and teach him how to devour me ? ^mlll give 
him advantages againft my felf ? Firfl: let him de- 
ceive me, and then laugh at me?Firft let him 
feduce me into the Net, and then punifli me for 
being taken ? I believe my Children, if tlu^ tdl 
me that they have feen fuch a Houfe on fire ; and 
believe my Neighbours, if they aiiure me» there 
are Thieves broke into my Houfe ; and believe 
a Phyfician, who affirms, That fuch a Powder 
or Herb is perfect poifon; And (hall not I be- 
Iteve that God, who hath prepared and lore 
ordained thefe everlafting Burnings I hear and 
read of, and muft nee^ know the Terror of 
them? Slmil not I believe him, when he teUs 
me, and protefts upon the Word of a God, that 

D4 if 
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If r do not betake my lelf betimes to another 
courfe of Life, I (hall affuredly fall a Prey to 
thofe endlefs Burnings ? Say not, falfe Heart, how 
ihall I be fiire God hjith faid fo ? Either profefs 
thy fclf no ChrifiTan, or confefs it. Haft thou 
lived (0 long under the found of the Gofpel, and 
dareft thou harbour fuch a Thought? I believe a 
Servant, that telk me, That fuch a Man is like to 
run away with'thc Gioodi I have intrufted him 
with ? and I believe' a ftranger, that gives me 
warning, not to be familiar With a certain fort of 
Perfons in the Country 1 am going to ; and I be- 
lieve a Traveller, that tells me, that in fuch an 
Ifland there are Mountains of Fire, arid Mines of 
Sulphur burning continually ; do I believp an 
^emy that threatens to break my Head when 
he meets me ; and ihall not I believe that God 
that feeds me, and proteds me, - and knows all 
things, and can do all things, and never intended 
me any harm, but hath given me fuch Evidences 
of his kind irlclinatrons to me, that I muft deny 
*my own Being, if I queftion his willingnefs to 
have me come to the knowledge of the Truth ? 
I cbuiea Prefent Agony to keep off an After-evil, 
•land am content lo pro ong Torment, fo I may but 
prolong thit Mortal Life ; and (hall not T, to avoid 
thofe fendlefs Tortures, mortifiea filly Luft fubdue 
jny Extavagant defires, and inflift fo much Pe- 
nance on my felf, as to cafhier all darling and 
)bofom iniquities'? What means my Conicience ? 
jftV not quiet under all tte pleafures of Sin ; it's 
ieady to-accufe mi ;when it gets me alone, it 
Iwjifthe^ me, I find it^ a hard matter to rock it 
f ■ , ^ ''* ' ' afleep; 
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afleep ; and when I think irs faft like ai Giant, 
it wakes again, and affrights me with flaflies of 
the next Worlds Flames ; and (hall I break through 
ail thofe Funeral Torches to invade Damnation ? 
Do what I can it wounds me, lafties me, tears me 
and, like fome Blood-hound, follows me, and I 
condeoqin my felf before any Creature accufesme; 
it's not to be bribed with mony, not^to he huflied 
with threatnings, not to be tied with Cords, not 
to be bound with Ropes ; and, Lord, fhall not I 
fuffer my felf to be taken Captive by the King 
of Saints / Such Expoftulations, if the Heart be 
not all Rock and Adamant, cannot but (lartle the 
Sinner in his Licentioufnefs, make him (lamp with 
his Feet, and force him into other Refolutions ; 
which is the Third Ingredient of this great Art, 
C^nfidcratiofi^ 

III. Strong Refolutiofi. This is the nece(&ry 
Confequent of the Preceding Expoftulations, if 
they be ferious, and not ufed only out of Forma- 
lity ; and the Soul, that is by this time ftung 
into a fenfe of its danger, and cries out. Lord 
What have I done ? will foon fall from thence 
into fuch Refolutions as thefe ; Does the Cafe 
f^and thus, and muft my finful Life expire into 
the Worm that dies not > Muft my Frolicks die 
into eridlefs bowlings ? And muft my fport of 
Sin be crufhed into never-dying Anguiih ? And my 
willful contempt, and negleft of God^s Will, be 
turned into Chains of Darknefs for ever? la it 
fo as God hath told me ? v And why ihould he 

tell me fo, if it were not fo ? Why Ihpuld he 
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itight me with patnted Fire? And how could it 
eoarift with his WifiJom ^nd Intqgrity to deceive 
me with Bugbears and Chimera's ? ) If this be the 
Fate of a Sinful Life, then tell me no more of Da^ 
lilacs J teli me no more of Impediments or Excufes, 
or Delays. If this be the fearfuil Exit of Senfua* 
Uty and Irreligioufnefs, there is no dallying with 
Sin ; Ml get rid of it what ever it coft me ; I'll 
hearken to its foft Airs no longer ; PU be charm'd 
no more with the lovely Looks of that Harlot ; 
its curious Drefles, its treacherous Glances, fliall 
commit a Rape upon my affe^^ions no longer. I 
will not for a few jolly hours negleft my Eternal 
Safety; Eternity is not a thing to be m^de light of; 
I believe there is fuch a thing; And why fliould I 
be fuch a^Changling as not to provide for it with 
all imaginable Care and induftry ? I am gone 
Farewel Applauf? and Greatnefs of the World. 
Farewell ye little fhooting Flames of Senfual Plea- 
fures, which ferve only to JeluJe not to revive or 
enlighten an Immortal Soul . Farewel Cards and 
Dice, and all thofe Trinkets of the Devil, where- 
by befotted Men lofe their 1 ime, and Peace ; 
TimCj What can be more coftly ? Peace, What 
can be of greater value ? Farewel fine Clothes, 
and richer habits, which ferved only to feed Pride 
and Luxury. Pride, What can be liker the Devil ? 
Luxury, What can be more unmanly ? Farewel 
Qftentation, and Vain-glory, for wnidi I have 
fo often jTacrificed, not only my Wealth, but my 
Reft and Quiet too. Farewel Applaufe and Ac- 
clamations of the giddy Crowd , which have 
fwell'd, and blown u^ my Heart: fo often, and 
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made fflc enamour'd with my Siaful Self. Fare- 
weJ my old Aajpiaimance, that cockerM and help^i 
to j^afe thofe Lufts 1 now abhor. Farewel ye 
dar^erous Friends, that wouM have dragg^ ms 
into HcU, and wouM have had me land to von 
c?ea unto Eternal Fire. Farewel unhappy Men^ 
who would have made me venture on the bortheii 
of Gods Ai^er^ which Devils cannot bear, and 
tempted oie to be miferable for Companies lake ; 
I muft other have no peace with God, or none 
with you. The friendihip of God and the Wprki 
are incompatible, and would you have me leave 
my God, my HappineC;, my joy, my Comfort, 
my Rofujge, my Hiding-place, my Riches, my 
Treafure, to foUow you to a place oi eodlefis 
Torments? I fee through all thefe Cobwebs ; I 
fee, I fee what ail your Follies will come to; lam 
convinced, that if there be a Happineis here* 
after, as 1 am perfwaded there is, the courfe ye 
cake, caniK)t be the way to that P^radifc. Mo- 
IdDi me no more, it is in vain* 111 be cfaouied 
no more ; fcek out Argqments, find out Flatte- 
ries, make your Motives as ftrong as you pleafe, 
as cogent as you can ; but with me they ihall 
not prevail. Here they ihall find no harbour, 
ril have nothing to do with tbefe Pyrats. They 
have been ready to fink my VeflH^ They had 
fwallowed me up quick, if God had not been on 
my fide* Th^ had devoured me, if God had 
not watdied over me. I thank thee, O God, that 
thou haft not taken away my Life with Sig- 
ners : I will cUmb Mount Sipn^ PU afcend God*s 

Holy Hill, m be kept in M;/Slrri&, in the Tents 
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oiKeJar no Xongtt. Lift uf your HeaJsj ye 
Gates ! and be ye lift up^ye: everlafling Doors. PU 
enter ; Til force my way through all the Impedi- 
ments of this flattering World. What (houid 
hinder me ? Shall tribulation , or difirefs orperfecu^ 
tion^ or famine y or nakednejs^ or peril^ or Sword? 
Thefe can but kill the Body, but I have an Immor- 
tal Soul to fave 1 If I fecure that, I fecure all; and 
I will fecure it whatever it coll me, I will not 
aft contrary to my own Perfwafions any more: 
I am Perfwaded that all my worldly Glories will 
have a period, and that they contribute nothing to 
my real Happinefs. Tis a praftical fervent Love 
of God that muft make me happy ? this is ic muft 
intitle me to Gods everlafting Mercies ? this I be- 
lieve, this I am confident of according^to this Faith, 
ni a6t. God holds out a Crown to me and (hall 
I be dull and lazy under that glorious ProfpeO: ? 
I fee the Royal Diadem afat off? leap out O 
ntiy Soul / to reach it, it's worth labouring, it s 
worth wreftling, it's worth fweating and toiling 
for day and night. See, fee how, to get Bread, 
the poor Miner digs in a poor and lonely Vault, 
while the works over his head threaten him with 
falling in every hour, and crufhing him to death : 
And mall I fear dangers, in ftriving to be abun- 
dantly jfatisfied for ever with the tatnefe of God's 
Houfe ? I fee a City which hath Foundations, 
whofe Builder and maker is God ; I behold afar 
off a Houfe made without hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. Farewel Temptations, farewell cor- 
rupt deceitful Heart, Til believe thy falfe Sugge- 
ftions no tonger, I have a furer word of Prophecy 
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to lay hold of. How often haft thou taught mc 
to cover my Sins with plaufible names, that I might 
not be forced to leave them ? What ? will the Al- 
mighty be blinded with foft Titles? Is he aikep 
like Baaly or gone a Journey ? Or doth he forg(U ? 
Or is he to be cajoUed into approbation of fuch 
Doings ? What doft thou make of him ? Doft 
thou think him to befome Heathen Deity that 
hath Eyes, and fees not? Ears, and hears not ? a 
Heart and underfiands not? Canft thou draw 
a Curtain before the Eyes of infinite Wifdom ? 
Will he, whofe Underftanding cannot by fearch- 
ing be found out, be thus deluded ? Is he a Child, 
which thou canft play withall? Doft thou call 
him God, and forget that he pries into all thy 
Defignsdnd Purpofes, and Intentions? Falfe 
foolifh Heart / Art thou not aihamed of this 
Sophiftry? Wilt thou make me believe, that 
Wh ite is Black, and Black White, and bereave 
ffle of my fenfes ? I remember thy Cheats ; I 
have not forgot how thou haft foothed me ia 
a tempeft of a roaring Confcience ; how haft 
thou darkned my Eyes ? What Fumes ? What 
Mifts haft thou caft before me, that I might not 
fee the true nature of Sinful Anions ? How haft 
thou prompted me to call my pride Decency ; 
my Covetoufnels, Frugality my Drunkenefs, 
Good Fellowfhip ; my Revenge, Vindication of 
my Honour ; my undeannefs and Lafcivioufneis, 
impoflibility of refifting the Dilates of Nature, 
my flandenng of others, faying but what I hear ? 
As if God did not fee my infide, as well as out- 
fide 7 or could be deceived with ilndow and 
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v»rnifli, tnd were notrefolved towaihu/way thefe 
curious Colours with. Rivers of flaming Brim- 
ftooe / How often haft thou bid me call my greater 
enormities. Innocent Mirth, and made me look on 
«bem as Men doon Objefts through the wroqgend 
of aPtrfpeftive^Glafs, as if God were altogether 
^h an one as my felf, and would therefore be 
«>ntented to call my Favourite Vices, Peccadillo's, 
Becaufe my felf was loth to call them by another 
Name /How often haft thou flattered me with de- 
treitfuU Riches, if I Would but give my (elf that li- 
berty my irreligious neighbours ufe ! How often 
hAft thou tempted me with the famous Exampki 
of profperous Men, that have been ftrangers to 
Serioufnefs and Heavenly* mindedne(s ! How haft 
^ou difparaged Piety to me, as a fneaking Qua- 
liAcation, and reprefented Sin as the Royal way 
to Credit and Reputation! Away with thefe 
Fables, Vl\ be trapanned and foothed no more ; 
cokes Children with fuch Bawbles, I know too 
much to be raviihed with thefe borrowed Glories. 
God hath fpoken once, twice have I heard it, 
nay a thoi^nd times have I heard it, TJfat he 
that trvertomesy Jballnot be hurt hj the feamd Death ; 
which is, that everlafting feparation of the Soul 
from the Great and Gloritfus Prefence of God: 
And what overcoming can he mean, but con- 
queft of fuch treacherous Suggeftions ? if I over- 
come thee, I do my work. If I mafter thee, I 
am made for ever. If I fubdue thee, my greateft 
Impediment is removed. If I can but hate tl^ 
Flatteries, behold, God will be my Rods andnwy 
Salvatioa, and my Defenoe, aod I (hall not be 
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moved. How often haft thou promifed me \od^ 
Lif^ and Eafe, add EHenr^, if I would flmin out 
my Golden Years in Vani^^and brutilh Deligbca^ 
25 if my Youth had been too good for God ; and 
God, when he woo'd me to Obedience, came but 
to torment me, as the evil Spirit Aid intheGoQicI, 
before my time,ias if I Were the great Difpofer of 
my time, and could eommand my Agfi to flourilh 
at Fourfcore! How haft thou Ud me delay toj 
Repentance and Serioufiiefs, and given me hopes 
that I Aould find a convenient time hereaftci^ 
when (could keep Sin and the World no longer! 
As if Repentance were in my own hands, and I 
could command it to attend me at my pleafiire^ 
and as if it were a Work to be diijpatched \idth « 
figh or groan! How baft thou tempted me to fin^ 
under a pretence that none ihould fee it; or, if the 
Sin could not be kept fecret^ noneihould know 
that I had a hand in it ; as if God did not fee by 
night, as well as by day , and a private comor 
could keep out Omnipotence $ or as if God 
late like an idk Pilot in Heaven, without re- 
garding how the great fhipof this world k 
governed ! How haft thou under the colour of 
a Single Sin, involved me into a necefiity of ad* 
ding another, and been reftlefi till I have added 
more to fupport the reft ! And bow treache- 
roudy haft thou bid me walk in the counfel of 
the Ungodly, when it was but to engage ne to 
ftand in the way of Sinners, and then to make 
me (it cbwn inthe Seat 6f the ScomfuU ! How 
baft thou prbrnpOBd iae to palliate imtie O&iices, 
tad toiaytfaearat'oiher'MeastkMis? LolThb 
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I have found) that God at firft did make ine uf* 
t^ty but thou haft taught ihe to feek out many 
inventions, tricks how to be undone, ways how 
to make my felf worfe than the Beads that periiL 
Go, cozener, tell thy Stories to Men that will 
not hear the Truth > I Will hear, what the Lord 
will fay to me. O God ! I need no accafer^ no 
witnefs, no fpy to betray me. I confeis my felf 
Guilty, I pais Sentence upon my felf. My con- 
fdence condemns me, my Judge fits in my Soul, 
my Eyes, my Hands, my Feet, the Theatre, the 
Ale^Houfe, the Tavern; they give in Evidence 
againft me. My Adions fill me with ihame, the 
very Clothes I wear contribute to my confufion^ 
DeceitfuU Heart ! bow haft thou bid me truft to 
]broken Reeds, and lean on props which were 
rotten and decayed ! I have feen enough of thy 
falihood and inconftancy, PU be held no longer^ 
Ml flay no longer in SoJom. 1 hefe flowery Mea- 
dows, this enamelPd Grafs, ihall make me lie 
down no more; I fee there is Death in the Pot, 
and the Great Day will be upon me for all the 
ieertiiog delay, before this poor befotted World 
IS aware. 

I come. Lord, I'll ftand out againft thy Calls 
no longer ; I do hear thy voice, and PU harden 
my heart no more. It is the voice of my Belo- 
ved that knocks, I will arife and let Mm in^ 
Awake up, my Glory, awake ; I have flumber'd 
long enough. Get up, my fledpy AffedHons, the 
Lord is at hand. My Heart is hot within me 
the Fire of God burns within me. O nay God 
wilt thou fpread open thy Arms toa wretch, that 
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hath been filled with Unrighteoufnefi and Deceit ; 
&nd having known the Judgment of God, that 
they who commit fuch things are Worthy of deaths 
hath not onlyfdone the fame, tiut hath had pleafurei 
in them that do them! Is there yet Mercy inftore 
for fuch a Rebel ? Will God be yet intreated ? 
Then^ I chearfdlly renounce the Devil, and all his 
works. O God, to whom Vengeance belongs, 
Ihew thy felf. Arife, Lord ! let aU thine Enemies 
be fcatter'd, even my Sins ; as fmoak is drived 
away, (o drive them away ; as wax melteth be- 
fore the fire, even fo let my Sins perifh at the 
pre/eoce of God. I know the World will laugh at 
me for this Refolution, but Til give them leave td 
mock ; if I can but get into yonder Blefled and| 
Everlafting Manfions, laugh on ye Mad-men, I 
have a God will honour me. If there be a future 
Judgment, and Men ihall be rewarded accordinj 
to their Works, and God will be fo fevere again! 
ftubborn Sinners, as he hath threatned, (^and in- 
deed he cannot be God without it ; td be God^ 
and not true to his Word, implies a contradifbion) 
then fure I am, the rich, the voluptuous, the carnat 
Men of this World, that make fuch provifion for 
the Fleih, to fulfil the Lufts thereof^ muft cer- 
tainly be in a more miferable condition than L 
Methinks I fee how they tremble before the 
Throne. They thought it below them here on 
Earth, to make Religion their bufmefs, methinks 
I fee how alhamed they are of their Folly, how 
the wretches blufti to fee, that God * hath cho- 
fen the foolilh things of the Wotld to confound 
the wife. Methinks I hear them cry out trf 
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Rocks and Mountains, Fall on us, and hide us 
jfrom the Face of him that fits on the Throne, 
and from the Wrath of the Lanib. O how their 
Thoughts at that time will be ail chaiig'ed, and 
all their Triumphs be turned into Funerals ? Me- 
^hinks I fee how Heroii is confounded to fee the 
Humble Bapttft advanced above the Kings and 
iPrinces of this World, even that Ba^ti^ whom he 
valued not half fo miich as he did a Strumpet^ 
whom for Sport's fake, he could Behead, and de- 
prive of Life, to fave his Reputatiop among Flat- 
terers, and Sycophants ! Methihks I fee, how the 
bloody l^ero ftarts, to fee Taiil the Prifoner decked 
with Robes of Eternal Light j th^tt Pauly who fell 
a Sacrifice to his Pleafure, and whom he would 
iiave difdained to fet with the Dogs of his Flock ! 
I quake at the difmal fight! My thoughts are fil- 
fed with horror ! I'll be wife before it be too late, 
ril not hazard my Soul as moft Men do ; O how 
I blame my felf for ferving Sin and the World thus 
long ! Had God fnatched me away in that difmal 
fervice, how dreadful would my Wages have been ? 
Blefled be God, who hath been thus patient with 
me; ril trefpafs no longer upon his long- fuflfering. 
Gome, ye Minifters ofthe Gofpel, tell me what I 
muft dp to be Saved j lead me, dire£l me, I'll fal- 
low, and neither Men nor Devils ihall draw me 
away. Teach me to fing the Songs of Zio^f. In- 
ilruft me how to prefer Jerufalem above my chief 
Joy* Shev tne the Path of Life, leave not ray Soul 
in Hell. ^ Puil it out ofthe Fire ; I have made a 
folemn chqice of God for my portion. Let me 
ktiow, how I muft love turn ; HI obey your Coun^ 
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f^l, ni R^ according to your Dinedions- Be not 
afraid of me, I will not turn back in the Day of 
Battel. I |iave dpne with theie fiolen Waters; [ 
iee ao jTelidty that rifes from bathing in thoie 
daagerous Streamy ; tljey may lull and charm for 
a whMe> but leave the Soul empty. If any Man 
had reafoa to find fatisfadrioo in them,i^0/0m0» had. 
who had BldbsSj and Power, and Luft enough to 
r^mge where he pleaied ; yec when he had walked 
through tf^e whole Garden of ienfual Pleafures, 
crept tkt choiceft Flower, fed upon the rooft 
lufcious pruitSi left nothing unattempted to know 
the utmoft reach of that FooPs Paradife, fearched 
all the by-places and corners where they faid the 
Xrea&rjes of Satisfadlion lay, unravelled ail the 
iecrct Intrigues of Sin, ran^ck'd all the hidden 
Myfteries of it : When he had thus wanderM up 
and down, and ahnoft loft himfelf inthat unhappy 
Labyrinth, the Verdifl he gives of all is this, 
yajtity ofyanitiesy mighty Nothing?, perfeftTrou- 
ble and Vexation of Spirit; and then protefls. 
That the only Satisfa6lion that's folid, and like to 
laft, Jies in fearing God, and keeping his Com- 
maadments. That's it, I fee. Men are forced to 
confefs at lad, and too often when it is too late. 
J fee, mod men are of another mind when they 
come to die, to what they were in the time of 
their (Irength, and health, and liberty ; and that 
Serioufnels, they formerly derided, they thei;i wife 
for, when the Sentence is pailing upon theqi^ 
Cut them downy why do they c^her the Ground ? 
The Pearl they pxight formerly haVe had at a 
reafonable Pri<», 9ndwot|i4 not, tj^ey nqw wo^ld 
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. purcliafe with ten thoufand Worlds, if they had 
them, and cannot. This it is, to turn the Grace 
of God into Wantonncfs, to play with the Glo- 
rious Meflage feot to them by the great Bride- 
groom of their Souls, and to make Hght of Invi- 
tations to the Supper of the Lamb ! O FoHy ! O 
Madnefs ! O monftrous Stupidity ! my Souly come 
mt thou into their fecret^ unto their ajfenAly^ mine ho^ 
fiour^henot thou unite J. I'll take warning by thefe 
fad Examples. Their Imprudence fliali make me 
wife ,• their Indifcretion ihall make me take ano- 
ther courfe. I fee there are fnares laid for my 
Soul, I am befet with Temptations. If I tremble 
at the main Ocean, a (hallow Puddle is offered me 
to drown my felf in. What (liould make the 
Devil fo bufie, fo earned, fo induftrious, to draw 
my Soul away from the fountain of Living- Waters? 
Without all pcradventure he fees, what Happinefs 
it's capable of, even of a Happinefs which knows 
neither meafure, nor end. He fees, how careful 
the Angels are of it, how they follicit it to 
avouch the Lord for it'is -God. He was once in 
Heaven, and knows that Holy Souls (hall poflefs 
the Seats of the Apoftate Spirits, and that what 
he loft, they ihall enjoy ; the Dignity he and Iris 
difmal Aflbciates forfeited, they ihall inherit ; and 
the Thrones he and his Crew did oncetriunq^h in, 
ihall fall to their ihare. He fees how fair a Soul 
redeemed with the Blood of Chrift ftands for this 
high Preferment: He fees the Inclinations and Pro- 
penfions it hath to take up with God alone ; and, 
to divert the ftream, he drefles out Sin in federal 
garbs, that tf one wiU not tempt me, another 
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may. But, O my God ! Sin (hall infinuatc into 
my favour no qiore ;* it (hall creep into my bofom 
noinore ; 111 avoUl all familiarity with it ; V\\ hug 
the Monfter no aioxc ; V\\ take it no longer for a 
harmlelk things it (hall be my Darling, my jBf«- 
jamiH no more*; my Eyes (hall be no longer plea* 
(ed with viewiiig of it ; my Tongue (hall com« 
mead and praife it no more ; Til open my Door 
to the fatal Gueft no pM>re : My faint Oppofitions 
(hail be turned into (tronger Refiftances; Ml call 
up my Blood and Courage to with(}and its Jug* 
gles; I have refolved, and my Heart (hall be aur- 
ried out after this Idol no more. Come, my Sou), 
awake to higher Thoughts, and Hopes, and La* 
hours. Aw&y with thy (luggi(h Wifties, and with 
thy dull Endeavours. Are thefe (it for feeking 
Eternal Joys? Doth a creeping Pace befeem a 
Man that is refolved for Eternity ? The Voice of 
the Lord is powerful, the Voice of the Lord is 
full of M ajefty, the Voice of the Lord breaks the 
Cedars, the Voice of the Lord (hakes the Wil« 
dernefs. And art thou the only Creature 
whom it cannot (hake ? It's done, mine Eyes 
are open, and I am refolved. It was Refolu- 
tion made the Three Men,^ Shadrach^ Mejhtch^ 
and AlUnefp^ adventure into a (iery Furnace. It 
was Refolution made St. faul ready^ not to Suf- 
fer only, but to die at Jerttfaletn for the Name of 
Jefis. It was Refolution made David>s Wor- 
thies enter into the Camp of the Philiftifies^ and 
draw Water out of the Well of Bethlehem. It 
Was Refolution made Ignatius defpife Fire, and 
Sword, and Wild Bea(b, to procure the favour of 

E 3 him 




54 ^^ ^^^ 

him whom his Soul did love. It was Refolufioii 

made the Grecijm * Woman eddure the 

""JTTTo ^^^^ ^"^ ^^^^ jprofftpted by the £«• 
^^' cutioner to confefe Ifer Adbciates in 

the Treafon, bite her Tongae in p^^Des^ thJit flife 
might not be in a poflibUitydf betraying her 
Partners in the ConQ>iracy. It wte Refoliitibn 
' made ^MutiHs ftiiid ftUl iand uncon* 

* w. *rf. cej^ned, while his Right Hand burned- 
It was Refolurion made ErnpeJodes facrifice him- 
felf to the Flames of ^t»a. It ^as Refolution 
made AnaxarchuSy when his BoneS were crufhed^ 
inakefport with his Torments, ^hd cry oxxt^ Breaks 
hreak the Carkafs of Anaxarchus, ht his Mind yoa 
fhall never break. It was Refolutiorl made Regu/us 
flinghimfelf into the merdlefs Arms of his Ene- 
mies, and fuffer himfelf to be ftungwid pricked to 
Death. It was Refolution vcoAt Attalus fitdowii 
cheerfully in the Fiery Chair his Perfecutors had 
prepared for him, and fay, It^s nat we that Jo eat 
Children^ hut it* s you that devour innocent Chriflians. 
ft was Refolution made £/W/^^ encourage het* 

FeUow-Chriftians,tho' ihe was wound- 

* 1^. i{K ed, torn, braifed, rack'd, and mife- 
? iTS rably handled. It was Refolution 
t^tes beftio. made foi bear his Lodes, and Ulcers, 
%J!1 %%l with invinqible Magnanimity, and, z& 
pus- firami^ ^ he faid, play with the Worms that 
l^end"^' bred in his Sor^s, and, as fhey were 
Ub4t.^ ^^'' crawling out, drive them back into 

the Moles and Paftures of his putrified 
Flefh. It was Refolution made David run through 
k Troops and leap over WaHsj Pfal. 1 8. 29. It was 



his ReiblutioA made thefe words drop from hun, 
Ibavefworn^ and will perform it^ that I mill keep thy 
righteous Judgments. Iwillfpeak of thy leftimonies 
before Kings ^ and will not he aJhameJy and I wiUde* 
light my felf in thy Commandments ; my bands wtll I 
lift up unto thy Precept s^ which Jhave Icrvedy and I 
mil meditate in thy Statutes^ Pfal. 119,46,105. 
And why (hould not my Refolution prompt me to 
the fame generous Enterprizes ? Why (hould other 
Men to purchafe an immortal Fame, refolve to lole 
their Eafe, and Lives, and Efiates, and all that's 
4ear and pleating to them here below, and I noc 
refolve to lofc my Sin^, my Lufts, my Pleafures, 
p gain an cyerlafting Inheritance ? My heart is 
ready, my heart is ready ; a gracious God in- 
vites me, a loving Saviour calls to me from the 
Crpfs, Walh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil 
of your doin^ from before mine JEycs, ceafe to do 
evil, learn to do well ; a holy fanaifying Spirit 
beckens me. ^he great God, that might laugh 
at my Calamity, and mock when my Fear comes; 
becaufe he hath called, and I refufed ; becaufe he 
hath fo often ftretched forth his hands unto me, 
aad I have not regarded : This great, this tender 
Father, after all !the Wrongs qnd Injuries, and 
Abufes, and Infolences I have offeted him, is 
willing to receive me, provided 111 be faithfal 
to him, run no more after other Lovers, and re- 
(ign my felf to be guided, governed, and di- 
reded by him. And, can I reuft that^Love ? Can 
I harden my he^rt s^ainft thefe (^harms ? Cap I 
"refufe this Rinfjpefs j'Spurn at t his Favgur /.Slight 
this ftupcndious BlefEng? Apd ^provoke him to 
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fwcar in his wrath, that IJhall never enter into hif 
rejt ! No no, 1 yield, I render my fclf Captive ^ 
b God ! thou feeft my Heart, I have no Refer- 
yations. I lay down all ^t thy Feet. Cover my 
Head in the Day of Battel Infpire me. Pll run 
the Race which is fet before pie. By thee will I 
run through a Troop, with my God will I leap 
over a wall. Til purfue mine Enemies, and over* 
take them ; neither will I turn again till I have 
confumed them. Behold, they that are with me, 
are more than thofe which are againft me. Ber 
hold, the Mountain is full of Horfes, and Cha- 
riots of Fire round about Eli {ha. The Lord is 
with me, the God of Jacob is my refuge. I ani 
convinced, that God's Service is perfeft freedom^ 
He that enters upon it, is under the Government 
of a lawfull Prince ; his Life is fwect and eafie, he 
feels no Tyranny, no oppreflion ; the Ring with 
cverlafting Kindnefs vifits him, and guides his 
Feet into fche ways of Peace ; giyes his Angels 
charge to keep him in his going out, and in his 
coming in, and will not fuffer any of his Bones 
to be broken. He is with him in Diitrefs^ and 
when he weeps, holds a Bottle under to catch his 
tears : Pfal. fj^6. 8. He binds up his Wounds, 
knd ]& a Wall of Brafs to him, a Wall that ftancl^ 
firm under the flaflies of Hell, ?nd dafljes all the 
fiery Darts of the Devil. He covers hini with his 
Feathers, and his Truth is his iliield and Buckler. 
His Eyes watch over him, and his ears are open 
to his Prayers. He protefts him from the Pefti^ 
lence that ^yalks in Darknefs, and froni the De- 
uradioh that wafts at Noon day- Hi? Groan- 
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ings are not hid from him, and he preferves him 
in all his Ways. He takes notiqe of his Work 
and Labour of Love, and there is a Book of Re- 
membrance written before him, for them that fear 
the Lord, and think upon hb Name. Here Men 
are free from flavifh Fear, as being under the Wings 
of a Father. Here nothing but Love rules in 
their Hearts, which makes their yoke eafie, and 
their Burthen light ; makes the Strait Gate plea- 
fant, and the Narrow Way full of delight and 
fatisfadion. Here Peace of Confcicnce reigns ; 
a Peace which is not procured by Riches or Pfenty, 
or the Worlds deceitful! Glory, or a multitude of 
Children, or ftrength of Body ; a Peace, which 
kills the worm within, and frees the Soul from 
her Prifon of grief and Sorrow ; a Peace, which 
purifies the Mind from all Uncleannefs, and is a 
Bed of Rofes, inriched by ihowers frojn above ; 
a Peace, which is moft truly God's Banqueting- 
houfe, Chrift's Palace, and the Habitation of the 
Holy Ghoft J a Peace which is felt on Earth, yet 
tads already of Heaven j a Peace, which fills the 
Soul with greater Joy, than Jacois coming from 
the Fipld did the amorous Rachely or Jofeph^s being 
alive , the Heart of the aged Patriarch, Here 
Men fit ijuiet under their own Vine, aud under 
their own Fig-tree, and the Subjects of this King- 
dom are acquainted with Joy in the Holy Ghoft. 
tteire they are fecure. The Enemy may molef!^, 
but he cannot break them. He may (hew his 
Teeth, but he cannot bite j he may rage, but he 
cannot ravifti them out of God s hand!s. He 
may raifea Storni, but cannot overthrow their 
■ Veffel J 
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Vdiel ; let their Hoiffe on fire but cannot con- 
£ime them ; rain QrimAone upon them, but they 
have a Zoar to ilcjB to. Here the Love of God 
illuminates their Minds, purifies their Confciences^ 
e(bbli(hes their Souls, makes glad their Heart 
and unites them to that Light, which lighteth 
every Man that comes into the World. Here the 
Evil Spirits of their Sins were caft out, and the Spi- 
rit of God eaters into them, even the Spirit of 
Joy, the Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a 
found Mind.Here Men ace freed from the Curfe 
' of the Law, and their Minds are employed in the 
Boblefl Contemplations. Here they dwell in the 
Jeer et place oftbeipofi f/igh^ and alide under the Jha^' 
dow of the Almighty. Here Wl fix, here I'll build 
Tabernacleis, for it's good to be here.- Away 
with all Suggedions, that would make me un- 
wUling or backward to this Work. Away with 
aU Thoughts that would difcourage me. Away 
with all Ims^ations that would pofTefs me wi(n 
inifconflruftions of the ways of God. Ye are 
^11 miferable Comforters, ye feek not the good, 
but the lofs and defoUtion of my Soul I'll feek 
the things which are above, ,where Chrift fitteth 
on the right hand of God ; Pll fet my Affeftions 
.on things above, and not. pn thif^s on earth ; I 
am dead to all thefe fublunary Vanities, and my 
Life is hid with Chrift in God ,• and when Chrifi^ 
who is my Life, ftiall appear, then ftiall I alfo ap- 
pear with him in Glory. 

Without fuch Refolutions as thefe, Confidera- 
tionis lame and feeble .• It's praftical Cpnfidera- 
tion that muft do the Work, and it's thefe Refolu- 
tions 



tiofls make itib ; the neceflity of whidi Confide- 
rztiotiy is the next thing I mufl: endeavour to 
dctnoofttzK. 
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the ahfolute Neceffity of Confideration^ in order to afe* 
Tious Life. GoiPs frequent Commands to that pur* 
pofe. Our ReafoUj and the Power of Confideratlm 
we arefurnifhed or endued with^ proved to he gi^ 
wen us for this end. Without it^ Men have caufe 
to fufpe^ that their Reformation is Counterfeit. 

WHat we have faid hitherto^ is not a thing 
indifferent, left to our Liberty or Difcre- 
tion to mind or negle6): it as we ihall fee occalioa 
It is not of the nature of Meat offered to Idols^ 
not of the nature of a Holy-day, which Men may 
neglef):, or make confcience of, as they fee it expe- 
dient, for the edifying of their Brethren. It is not 
of the nature of Civil Anions , of buying or fel- 
ling, of fitting or rifing, of flaying in a place or 
Travelling, which are thing? left to our Will and 
Plcafure, and may be ufed, or fuperfcdcd, according 
as we foj it convenient or inconvenient. If labour- 
ing after a better Life, if endeavouring to get a 
fhare xn the incorruptible Crown of Glory, if at- 
tempts to compafs the eternal Felicity of our Souk, 
if ftudying how we may be admitted into the 
jQiwre of Angels, and enjoy the Society of the 
TMl-born which are written in Heaven, Jf contri^ 
Fin^ how we may arrive to that fulnefs of joy God 
' ^^ ' hath 



bath both revealed and promifed, be indifpenfibl j^ 
ReceHary, this Confideratum muft be fo too. If 
Self-prefeivition be not a thing indifl^rent. Con* 
fideration cannot poffibly be fo. For the great 
Objcft of this Confideration is , how we may 
preferve our felves from being undone for ever ; 
how we may guard our Souls from everlafting 
Perdition ; how we may avoid the Second Death j 
and how we may make our Happinefs lading and 
durable, Proof againft the Gates of Hell, and the 
Aflaults of the roaring Lion, which walks about 
fieking whom he way devour. 

God, that commands all the Powers of LFght 
and Darknefs ; and hath the fame Power over us 
that the Potter hath over his Vedel ; and hath 
made us capable of being governed by Moral 
Laws ; and hath created us od purpofe . to be 
ready at his beclj: ; and may force us into Obedience 
by plagues and Thunders, if we are loth to be 
courted by Smiles and Favours : God, who owes 
no Man any thing j who gives Life to all ; who 
h^th made all Things for his Glory j who is in 
. all Places, and All in All ; who can be prefent by 
Vengeance, where he is not prefent by Grace i 
who can be felt , but cannot be feen ; who holds 
all things, fills all things, furrounds all (hpgs, 
excels all things, fullains all things, and afar ofF 
fees all the Dangers we are fubjeft to^ and knows 
what Armies ofEnemies lie in ambulh, and watch 
our Fall ; it*s he, that peremptorily commancjs 
this Confideration. A Sovereign Prince cxpefts 
to be obeyed, and he that dares refufp or flight 
his reafonabk Conjniand, is juftly looked upqn 
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as a Sto'anger to Loyal Principles : And weU mar 
God, who is All-wife, and can do nothing that s 
Uflreafbnable, expedr SubmiflSon to a Precept fo 
greats fo good, fo advantageous both to Soul and 
Body^ as will appear in the Sequel. Ctm^Jieryour 
mrjfSj IS a Law which God (to fhew he is in good 
earned} inculcates twice in the lame Prophecy, 
ffagg. I. 5, 7. And for that the dream is doubled^ it 
is tecaufe the thing is efiahlifhed fy Cody faid Jojefb 
to Pharaoh^ Gen. 41.3a. Theiame may we fay of 
repeated Exhortations. And indeed, when the 
famous Mofes bids the People, under his Charge 
^ttd Care, to keep the Statutes and Command- 
meats wUch God had gracioufly vouchfafed them^ 
that it might go well with them, and with their 
Children after them ; the great Preparative he 
requires for this Religious Frame, is Coniidera* 
tion, Deuteron. 4. 39, 40. as if» without this, aU 
attempts of Obedience were vain, and all endea* 
vours to ferve God in Spirit and Truth, were no 
more but Water fpilt upon the ground. As if 
without this, the Thunders ' of Mount Sinai j the 
Voice of God, the Love wherewith he loved 
them, the Tenderne^ he (hewed them, the 
I Signs, the Wonders, the mighty Hand^ the 
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ftretched-out Arm, the great Terror God 
brought upon the Nation round about them, 
would be no Motives to Serioufuefe. It was 
upon the fame account that St. Paul, as quick- 
fighted as the other, peremptorily tells the Mp^ 
mans^ That they would never praftically ap- 
prove that good, and acceptable, and perfed: 
Will of God, without they were transformed 

by 
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by the renewing of their Mind, /• e. made a tiev 
improvement of their Minds by Confideration. 
For Confideration rebuilds the Houfe that's fallen 
to the ground, makes the Mind new, removes old 
Prejudices againft a ferious Life, and transforms 
the Judgment into other Thoughts and concep- 
tions, carries away the Rubbifli which opprefled 
the Soul, and leaves it not till it becomes a new 
Creature: Rom. \%. x. What can St. Vtttr , 
I feu 1.13. mean, when he prefles the Chriftians 
of thofe days, to gird up the Loins of their MiQds, 
but this great Duty we difcourfe of ^ Confidera- 
tion, as it Ls a convocatioh of our Thoughts, fo it 
ties and unites thofe Thoughts to the ^reat Ob- 
jed, the one thing neceilary, and , as it were, 
girds the Soul, that it may keep within the Rules 
of the Word of God, and may not run out into 
firange Defires, or inordinate AfFeftions, but be 
more expedite and nimble in her Travels to the 
Land of Promife. 

The Truth is, from the Mind, as from AarotPs 
Head, the precious Ointment runs down to the 
Skirts of our Garments. From that Mountain 
of Zion delcends this Dew of Hermon^ for there 
the Lord commands the BlefTing, even Life for 
evermore. From that Holy Hill roll down all 
thofe drops of Gold that enrich the immortal Soul, 
and from that Store-houfe comes all the Plenty 
that makes rational Creatures happy. This \% 
the great Wheel, which fets the leflbr Orbs a go- 
ing, and if it be once impregnated with Principle!; 
ofGoodnefs andSerioufnefs,and thefe ^enlarged 
and fpread by Confideration, the Will and the 
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A&Qions will foon be perfwaded to follow that 
5tar, till it brings them to Bethlehem^ the Houfe 
o/ Mercy. lo our Civil Affairs, it's the Mind 
mud firft be fiilly perfwaded, either of the ncoef- 
fity, or conveniency, or danger, or advantage of 
things, before any wife Refolution can be uken ; 
and we may juftly conchide, that, in Spiritual 
Concerns, Men bqgin at the wrong end, if thqr 
do not feafon their Minds with fuch Refleftions, 
as may make a deep impreflion on the Will, and 
ASeStions. For that thefe may refolve to (olkm 
tjod, and may be ravifhed with his Love, and 
app/y themleJves to his Ways, and may hate 
every falfe Path, and deteft tlieir former Exorhi* 
tances and Deviations, we muft necei&rily foppofe 
there muft be fome Spring to feed them, which 
Spring can be nothing elfe but Conficferation. 
And, as in Sin, it's the Mind that firft reprefents 
the unlawful Pleafure of it to the ^mner, and this 
inflames his Affedions ; this imbibes the fiibtJe 
iPoyfon ; and fpreads it through the grofler Fard, 
iand fecretly conveys it to all the Vital Spirts, till 
the whole Head doth ake, and the whole Heart 
grows fick. So in its Antidote, or Cure, it's the 
Af ind that muft be chafed with Argaments, which 
may render the Sin deteftable, odk>us, and pre* 
judicial to Soul and Body ; and this will fooo put 
the Affedions into a Holy Rage to fecure God» 
Favour : Which was the reafon, no doubt, why 
that Father left his Eftate and Money to his Soii^ 
with this condition. That he ihould every day 
Think a quarter of an Hour, becaufe he knew that 
would at laft, by the Grace of God, work upoa 
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the Wilf^ and engage the AfieAions to embrace t 
nobler Objed. 

And becaufe the more Objefts, the more Flow* 
ers^ this Confideration feeds upon, the more ef7e« 
dual it is, and the greater Serioufnefs it produces, 
and the more fignal Change it works ; the Holy 
Ghoft therefore in order to this end, particularizes 
ieverai things, and commands them to be taken in, 
as promoters of this excellent Work. Hence it is, 
that we. are fometimes called upon to confider 
our Latter End, Deut. 31. x^. becaufe the Man 
that thinks much of his Death, is mod likely to 
die to the Vanities of the World, and to value 
thde things at a very low rate, which when he 
comes to die, can give him no folid fatisfadiod. 
Sometimes the works of God, Ecc/ef. 7* 13- be- 
caufe receding on their Beauty, Excellency, and 
the Wifdom of God, that ihines in them, will 
oblige us to admire him whofe Hand hath made 
all this, and to pay him that Refped and Reve- 
rence which fuch tranfcendent Goodnefs challeng- 
geth» Sometimes the Lillies of the Field, Mat. 6.xS. 
that thefe dum Creatures may lead us to a fpotlefs 
Innocence, and enflame our Hearts with a Holy 
Ambition, to be one of thofe that (hall walk with 
the Son of God in white. Sometimes the Laft 
Judgment, or the great Account Men muft give 
of their Works, whether they have been good, or 
whether they have been evil, PfaL yo. xx. for 
this will fright a Man away from himfelf, make 
him fight againft his Lufts, and walk by Rule, and 
prefcribe Limits to his unfuly Padioris. Some- 
times the Teftimonies of God, the Sweetnefs, 
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Beatt^, Perfedioii, Worth and Firrllency of them, 
ffal. 1 1 9. 9 f. beeaufe they are ib agreeabk to the 
Trodi impnoted on our Minds, k» fiitaUe to the 
Notions of God written on the Tables d oar 
Hearts, that we cumot but dole with them, and 
take theili fiur oar Heritage for ever. Somedmet 
the future Reward tbtt &id hath pfomifed to 
them that foar him, x Tim, x. 7. becaofe if our 
Souls be not Judidally ftu^fied, and, in the Pfat" 
mifis^sj?ht9&j as fot as Grieafe, this will attnft 
them into Abftinenee from Worldly Lufis, which 
war againft the SoiiL Sometimes tne Hofy Life, 
Example, and Chriftian Omflancy and M^oani- 
mity oijefus Cbrifi^ Hek iz. 3. becaufe uom* 
pies naturally enliven and encourage the Soul to 
imitation, and lb great a Pattern at once infiifes 
and cnnmands inclination to kXiow it. Some- 
times Gods CorreCKon and Chaftizement jTogpther 
with our Sins, HdA. 2. z 5*. beouife diefe repre- 
fented to the Nfind, wiU ihew us our Ingratitude^ 
and how much we are to blame, that God's Favour 
hath made no kindlier Impreflioos upon, as and 
how neoef&ry it is to make tuuCb, andremovethe 
corfisd thii^ thatis.inthenudft of us, that we 
do not lofe our Crown. And all , becanib the 
more Candles there are lighted, and iet up, the 
brighter the Room will b^ and the betta tl»B Soul 
will difbover her Spots and ErrcMs, and oooieqnentjr 
ly the greater willbe her eameftnefito w^them 
away, and leniove them. 

Nay, of that neceffity doth the Holy Ghoft 

make tlus Confideration, that it feems, Qod ffuch 

a Lover he is of the Happioeb of Mankind) is 
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, hot at eafe widmut it. Hoislinrced, ts Mc w^ 
to tftke Human C^^ions tipoto hhn,. to.exprois his 
<!ifpleafure againft the negle6); ,<i( this ^overttgfi 
l^i^diie. He ^eems diteoniblate, if Men Higlfi: 
this Balm, thii Water of Life, tins Eye ialve. He 
calls to Heaven and Earth to iDoura mth him 
tKciKife his People will not cooikler what tbey 
"ai^ a doing) whither they are ngoii^, and •what 
'wili become of them, Efii, i. ^. He leenls glo- 
ved and dejeded, becaufo they confider ndt the 
Operations of his hands, and what Noble Beings 
he hath given them, how he hath i!nade all thti^ 
fttb^rvient to tliem, on parpofe that they migm; 
ierve him ; and adorned the World with that 
great variety of Creatures for dieir benefit and 
ufe, that they might have the greater, incoorage- 
fnent to offer up rheir Souls and Bodies^ as living 
Sacrifices to his Honour and Glory. How he 
hath made them but a little Idwer than the Air- 
ftels, crowned them with Glory and Honoti»s, and 
ihfufed Souls into them capable of living for eVer, 
under the Beatifical Vifion and Prcfeoce of Al- 
itiighty God, Efa. 5". i x. Be fceins to droop j «nid 
he that is Eterhall^r happy in himftlf, talis on^ 
as if his happinefs, his Joy, his Satisfaftion were 
tnteri-upted, becaufe Men coiriider not, that» he 
remembers all their Impieties ^rthat he fits on the 
battlements of Heaven, and beholds iJi ; that 
tircre is not any Creature that is not manifeft in 
bis fight ; and that all things are naked and opeu 
unto the eyes of him with whom they have to do, 
■Hof. 7. X. 

Indeed, God is rdblved todeai with usas witb 
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Ratioial Ciotturc^ noc as with BnilK tad En. 
ffma:»a with frte Agents, oot as with Machines, 
^od works of mens hands ;a8d thai'sthc rcafoa 
why he b fo eanieft fos this Duty. Widioat dl 
pcradvesMorsv God could force Men into Serioiil^ 
ads; and he that canniaaded L^|ht out of Dar(- 
nefs, anient take the Sinner up in his Arms, and 
carry him, even agttnA his will, into that Ban* 
^i]eciicig>hoiiife> the Banner whereof b Love ; and 
mig^ fet Mens Sods, as tl» Workman doch his 
Clack, that they ftould not fail of running the 
Race wiikh is iet before them. But then, what 
wonkf <Nir Reafim iignifie? Why fliould he make 
us capable of being wrought upon t^ Argaments 
axtd Moral periwafions? Why hath he given us 
Faculties to di&oofffe pro and cm of things. , and 
to argue aod debate the Cak with our iHves? 
Why hath he gtven us arRuk to try our AftioK 
by, and Power to Judge what is good, and what 
is eWl ? What can be md for the one, and what 
can be treaded for the other ? Which Aigumcnts 
are ftroi^er, and which are weaker? Whfcbare 
ponderous, and which are of no value. 

If God do nodung in vain, \rhat can we iota- 
gtne that this power of Confideration is given 
tor ? He that makes a curious VeSbl of Gokl, 
doth not intend it for a Trough or Waihing- 
Tub. He that Enamels » Ring, doth not in- 
tend to throw it upon a Dun^. He that 
bttilda a Hoafe, doth not intend it for an Habica* 
cion of Owls, and Raveas^ and Birds of Prey. 
He tint pSant* a rich and kindly Fiutt-tree, dothi 
HOC intend it for dmber in a Ho^%. He that 
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makes a rich Carpet, doth not intend it for Dtihf 
clouts. ^ And, (ball I think God more imprudent 
than Man ? Shall I imagine, that God hath \e& 
ibreiight with him than Duft and Alhes ? Truly 
if a PhibTopher were to draw Conclufions from 
Mens Anions, and their dealings with the Al- 
mighty, he could gather no lefs from what they 
do, than that th^ imagine God to be more bru- 
ti(h than the moft carnal wretch living, who never 
fcrapes for Gold, or toils for Riches to Duy Pins, or 
Childrens Marbles with it? for they believe, that 
God hath given them a finer Spirit than irrational 
Creatures have, and yet employ that Spirit to no 
higher ufes, than Beads do their natural Inftinfl:. 
Shall God give me an exalted Saul, that can eat 
Angels food, and (hall I,with UehitchaJnezzar^ turn 
it out to Grafs ? Shall he plant in me an Ability 
and a Power of Confideration, and intend it for 
no higher ufe, than to teach and inftru£): me how 
to rake a little dudg together, how to feed a poor 
corruptible Body for the Grave, and how to wal- 
low with the Swine in the Mire ? He that can 
have fuch low thoughts of God, deferves to be 
baniihed from all Human Society, and to dwell 
with Beads of the wilderneis, mud make God 
the Author of Confufion, ignorant of the Com- 
mon Principles of Prudence, and leis fagacious 
than fome Animals, which, confcious of the no- 
blenefs of their Nature, fcortt to dcbale it to the 
diforder and naftineis of the meaner Cattel ? and 
what is this, but to let in Atheifm, while we 
profefsourfelvestobe Chriftians f God would 
not beftow his power on me in vain, and if not 
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in vstin, it ought moft certainly to be onployed 
on tillage en the greateft Coneernment ; and 
what tiwigs are there of greater Coocemmeot, 
tfaaa turning from the Power ofSaununto God 
and laying up Treafures there, where the Matb 
catmot carruft^aA where Thieves cannet hreak tbreugb 
andfieal. 

Nay,why(houIdGod afliire the Sinner that hs 
Impenitence ihall bepunifhed with everlafting 
Deftrudion, but that he would have him make 
ufe ofhis Reafon, and oonfider the truth and 
importance of this Threatning ; the uncertainty of 
bis own Life ; and how Sin will certainly harden 
himy if he doth , not turn with all fpeed ; and 
how foon Ruin and Deftraftion may ioze on him^ 
and how dear his pleafures may ccnl him ; and 
how fearfulit will be to fall into the hands of an 
angry God, whofe Patience hath been abufed , 
whofe words have been fcorned, whofe Tf 
bolts have been laughed at, and whofe 
hath been looked upon only as a fliift or trick to 
enfnare Men into rigorous feverity. 

Lord God ! I am not bereft of my Reafon, 
when I hear the Supreme Govemoar of Heaven 
and Earth threaten me; when I hear him, who 
^ts on the Circle of the Earth, denounce Wrath 
and fndignation againft me ; I have a Tongpe in 
my Head, and can enquire of Men, wifer than 
my idi^ whether this be really the Threatning 
of God, or no ? And whether the great Creator, 
when he threatens thus, be in g(K)d earned, or 
no ? When the Threatning was pronounced 
Where delivered ; what Perions are concerned in 
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it ; upon wlnt conditkw the Tbmtmag ptoobedsi 
whether that oondttion foe kune ; whether I come 
under that Jtidgmeoc ; whether I have cmfe tohe 
afratd ; and what it is that amy p&fy iDCHfc me 
tohe fo? I have Eyes CO read, whether tfaew be 
amidakelnfuch Coannioations, or ao? t hare m 
reflexive Powier within me, which enables ine to 
determine, when two ways are before me, which 
of them is fafeft to be taken ( and whether the 
reafons for my turmng from my evil ways he, 
flroogerthantnofe which would dilhsademe from 
it ? I have reafon to ponder, how many thon* 
iands have, with (hifts, and excufes^ and delays, 
been the caule of their own ruiri; and I haire 
power to lefleft, how, that if I am guilty of the 
iame foliy^ I fiiall ihortly be wrapt up in the lame 
Calamity with them ; and what poor, what in* 
confiderabie comfort it will be, to ^d thofe Men 
companions in eternal Mifery and Caianaity, that 
have been iormer ly companions to me in £m, and 
offending God« I have Reafon and Power fe. 
rioufly to debate, whether there be a future Judg- 
ment, or no ; and with very little troi^le may 
fiicisfie my fdf, that things are fo as the Gofpei 
repreients them, and that there is no jeflins with 
edgVl Tools. I have power to. reflect, that if 
there were no more but a poffibility of eternal 
Torment, if we could ftrain the Notion no higher 
than to a wa^ he^ it would become a wife Man 
1^ prepare for the worft, and to eiideavour to bQ 
on the fure ikfe of the hedge. Aqd having rea<* 
ioQ to irnifider all this, power to we^h and 
fonder i^ll tfatf^ and fo to ponder it^ that my 
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U^4prftMiflg> tlw5 poflefled^may prevail with 

my VVili 9nd /iffb^ions to refolvefor contempt: p£ 

Sin^ ai)4 of the \Yorld, i muft necefTarily coa^ 

c\\ii^,. chs^t Go4 expe^^s I ihould proceed, and 

epme to that Spiritual Life^ tbb w%y. .To have 

fuotl a pQwcr^^cid to let it continue in. an unadiv^ 

(latent o let it be dormanr, and (pejud and coo* 

(!iftlp it felf^ gnfl^Jike ^ fxkly peribn, whofe ilof 

in^ch n^u^a^e^ J:h9 wbolfom Food tlie curiD\)| 

^and h9lb dre%d,to!et it grow cold andiniftpic^ 

in^d ni^s be a great injury to the God thai^ 

|av^ \i^ and iatemied it ihould be a&uatedy aii^ 

^xer$i(ed» as are the pth^r faculties, and ib greaf; 

Sn unfaithfulnefe t(? our fclyes, thai, in fo c|oipj[^ 

we ^Qtv dritngers to felMove, and beeping ' qi^r 

own ^eareft i^n^mies. Andleti^o Man tell xs^ 

bene » that this i$ to make Mapt independent 

froni Gpd, ^nd IP aflert, that Men may concert 

themfelves, and chajnge their own hearts , and 

givs themlelj^es jhgt repentance and faith which 

tne Scripture every way a/Torts to Imb the Gift ^ 

God ; For Gpd'$ power aqd <3lory is ib £ur 

from receiving any prejudice by this Doctrine, 

ibat I {cQow notbing can advance and .p^rpmote 

it more than thl^ adertion. It^s copfefljed » that 

Converfion is the work of Qo4, . b^ then he 

expe^l^s I ihould do my parj;» afid work according 

to the power he bath given xm^ and improve cte 

Talents he hath abready beftoWfsd upon me, and 

trade with them, itod m»ke Sfe of the fjiculti^s 

I hai^»«idexercife them asvniucb ^ I ^p, in 

ocder to a fenoHS chftoge of life; and jn tl)e ufe 

of fuqh means God wi}l be ism^% as we fee 

F 4 t^ 
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in Cornelius ABs lo. 4. And his Holy Spirit flijA 
come down, and make the Work enediial ; and 
Uefi thofe honeft Endeavours with Grace and 
Af ercy ; and make the Wheels go merriiy, which 
went but heavily before ; and turn that Piety 
which proceeded from fear of Hell before, into 
afihcere Love of God, and to the Beauty of Holi- 
nefs; and make that Obedience univerfal which 
was but partial, and by halves before, andthafsa 
kindly converfion. To indulge our felves in Lar 
Ztnefs and Idlenefs, anb wearinels of <jfod% Ser- 
vice, upon pretence, that we muft wait God^ 
time, and iuy till God is pleafed to work upon 
our Hearts, is no better than mocking of God. 
Add a Man that% fallen into the water, may as 
well cry, that there he will lie, till God by ^n An- 
gel from Heaven drags him out ; as a Sinner that 
is loth to give over ftnning, pretend, that he can 
do nothing, till God by lome powerful Charm 
leads him out of that Captivity* As well may 
we forbear working, andexpeft Providence will 
maintain us!, as he did Elijah by the Ravens, as 
forbear ftruggliue and driving to get out of the 
Snares of Sin, xmcbrifi by a Voice from Heaven 
calls to us as he did to Soulj Man, Man, why 
perfecuteft thou me ? For God, who hath prote- 
fted, that he^U caft none out that will but come 
to him, and never left himfelf without witnef^ and 
is^engaged by promife to be a rewarder of them 
that diligently feek him ; hath no where in his 
Word' promifed to work upon bur Hearts, except 
we will ufe fuch meins as he hath given us power 
to make ufe of, in cvder to a Converfion ; and 
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be that lets the Power God hath givea him for 
this ufo lie dead, doth but imbezzel the Gift of 
Gody acfd, with that uoproficable Servaet, Jays 
up J^ pound in a Napkin, and coofequently can 
caipeft no other Anfwer than was returned to hioL 
Out if thine otcnimutb will I judge thee^ thou wicked 
fervamti thou knewefi that I was an auftere man taking 
uf th^at I laid not down^ and reaping that I did net 
Jfiw. Wherefore then gaved not thou my menej into 
the iank^ that at tny cemng J mi^t have required 
mine own with ujury ? Tbertf are take frembim the 
Jnmnd^ and give it to him that hath ten pounds. And 
as for tbofe mine enemies^ that would not that ip^uld 
re^n erver them^ ( and it feems fuch are all tbofe 
that will not improve the powers God hadi 
^ven them, efpedally this of Confidcratioa 
in order to be reclaimed from the error of their 
ways} hring them hither^ and jlay them before me^ 
Luke 19. XX, x8* 

And indeed, he that can fit down and confider, 
what lo(&s may befal him, what mifchief may 
hai^n to him, if he keeps company with a 
turbulent quarrelfom Man and thereupon Ihuns 
his Society. He that can confider , What terror 
lit will ilrike into him if he lie in a haunted 
Chamber, how it will difcompofe him, how it will 
break his reft, what ficknefs it may bring upon 
him, and what cold fweats the fight of a Ghofi: 
will . caft him into, and thereupon will not be 
porfwaded to take up his Lodging there, will 
find in the Laft Day, that he might as well have 
late down, and confidered, what evil a finfiill life 
would bring upon him. His reaibn, to befure. 
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is capable of ttking the one into ConfiderttiDo/ 
as well as the other j and he that belters he hath 
a Soul, muft be fuppofoi able to think of dangers 
<hat m^ befiU his Soul ; And fince CooTideration 
is that which reprefimts all dangers in very lively 
colours, and, by that means, afTeds and makes 
impreffions upon the whole Man,there is no per ton, 
but may fafely expert God's Bleffing upon fuch 
Confiderations ; not upon the account of merit, 
but beciufe God hath moft fceely, and mod gra- 
cioufly promifed his aflUlance, where Men &w 
their willingnefs tp work in his Vineyard. For God, 
^this cafie, deals with Men, as a Mafter with his 
Servants, who if they Husband a little Farm weU, 
is content to let thpm undertake a greater, and 
.encourages their induftry i>y larger conceiTioas. 

Andthat^thereafoo,.whyC0nvcrnon in Scrips 
|ure is fometimesattributed to Man, and fometimes 

to the Father of Lights^ from vohom every, good and 

ferfeSgiff defiends^ and why we read in the fame 
Peophet^ Make jonr felves a new hearty and a newfpi^ 
rit^ Ezek. iS. 31. And I the Lord will give you a 
pejw hearty and anew ff trip will J put within you^ 
Szek. }6, %6^ Became God expe^Vs the Sinner 
£hould take Ins ways, and prepofterous anions, 
and the dan^r which hangs over his head, into 
lerious conuderation^ re|>refent the odioufneis^ 
and difingenoity, and tmreafonabieneis of his Sin 
to his mind, and mufe upon that endlefs happineis 
lie niay arrive to, weigh the Comforts and 
Confirfatioos be may en|oy on this fide Heaven>and 
GoA will encourage him, gather die Lambs with 
liis Arins,and carry them^ia his fiofom> i.£. pro- 
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fpurdiale fiacoreeadeavouis, and water chem wkh, 
tliedew of his BensdiftioQi till the bjrafi of tfae 
5oiil is cbiHiged, and turiMd MNnunds Hmvcil 
SoWKisthat fiyia^ of CM&tMgtib. 14. 2^. 
Xohhmthat ba^^ i. r. who improves the fiodc of 
^4oe Providcace hath already eoofantd oo^him^ 
jhdl IfCfiven^ mi be y&i// have mme ohmdMij Istt 
from him that bath wot^/hall ie taken awy «vm ^t 
uAich be beib. 

OcMifideridDO is the Bed wfaefetliekicomipiiUe 
Seed ts iown^ said en the ground thus prefarod 
the Sttii of fiightebofiieft <^tb flune , and by hi9 
wamth pro^ices in tkic Sa^ idl mantfcr ef plea^ 
fni Fruit i » Coat. 7« 13. Oonfidemtioo, likf cbQ 
Tnd^ Betb^da^ draws the great ^u^ rfthe<€ivcr 
mv^oown, who flirs the Pod, and gives it *hei^ 
iflg ¥trtiie,aQd iraoiediaitlely the BliwJ receive tbeir 
j^^ %nitbe lame malk^ sad tbe lepers are cLennfeJ^ 
and the dead are raifeJ up^ Matt^ t x. 5. 

That God hath fometiniesbjr furaculGas means 
Gonvcrted, and turned Men from their irreligioul^ 
ae£s, and contempt of holineis, we do not deny 1 
but though f helb Mirades might be the occafioa 
of their Reformatbn, \t was ftill Confidaratiofi 
ihtt digefied tfaefe miraculous Providences , 
and engaged thefe Men to eacfuire what they 
meant, and for what end they were fent, and 
how tfaey ihould efcape if they negledled, ib 
great Salvation. It was this made chemaigae 
mat as tbe& Galls were great, and full of won- 
der, h they chaUenged Entertainment and $ub« 
mtffion, anfwertbk to fo great a Merev. It was 
^ made them lee the Loveof God, ana wonder 

whence 



wheflceicfhould be, that God (hould over-lock fo 
many tboufimds, and knock at their Gates ; pafi 
by plaoes, and be content to take up his reft in 
their poor Habitations. It was this made them 
ponder, that after fuch Admonitions and Exhorta- 
tions from Heaven, there was no ftanding flill, and 
that contempt of fuch extraordinary Providence^ 
muft needs fail ve^ heavy on the Soul one day, 
and hnkit into the neathermoft Hell ; upon wluch 
Confiderations and Expoftulations, they refolved 
to clofewith Ci>r/7f, and with the terms of the 
Gofpel. Miracles not improved by Confideration, 
would make but little Impreflion on the Heart, 
like the Seed that fell upon the Rock. Piety might 
iuddenly fpringup, but for want of Root, would 
ibon wither away. Confideration is that, which 
a&fts the Soul with them, makes it concerned, 
cries to Sin be gone,andaftonifliesintoreforma- 
tk)n. Hence it was, that the Jews who confider- 
ed not God's defign in the Miracles they faw, re- 
mained as obftinate as ever, whereas had they by 
Confideration dived into the care God took to 
convince them, there would not have been great* 
er Saints under the Cope of Heaven. 

But all this will more fully appear, if we can 
prove. That without Confideration, Convcrfion, 
or Reformation of Life, cannot but be counter- 
feit ; Converfion being a change of the whole 
Man, and loving God better than the World, or 
m'uiding Heaven more than Earth, an immortal 
Soul more than a frail djring Body, there can no- 
, thing be imagined, under God, more likely to prcr 
' vent our being deceived with a form of Godli- 

ne&. 
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ne^ than Cbnfideratioo : That the Devil veij 
orduoarily transforms himfelf into an Angd ci 
Light, and impofes upon our Minds by flndows 
of Vermes ; as it is lus Intereft, £> it is a thing 
as common as our yielding to temptations of that 
nature. Daily experience is a fiimdent witiid^ 
how Men deceive themfelves with a varaifli, and 
paint of Piety, and flitter themfelves, that they 
are ordained to eternal Life, and in a way to 
thofe Regions of /Blifi, when they are not : Be- 
caufe they acknowledge and profeis, that God is 
Infinite, Per feft. Glorious, and the fapremeGovcr- 
nor of the World, and that in Um we live, and 
breath and have our Being ; and that it's he that 
rules the great wheel of Providence ; they con- 
dude they love him better than their Riches or 
Pleaftires here, when they do nothing left, indeed 
no more but what Parrots may do ; which being 
taught, can repeat the fame words, and be never 
the nearer that wifdom, which makes Men wife 
onto Salvation. We fee how Men, becanle thef 
have no inclination to fome grofe, notorious fins 
that other Men are guilty of, are apt tocondude, 
that they mortifie their Lufts, and put off the 
works of Darknefs, walking foberly as in the day 
time ; and becaufe they fr^ent the Temple of 
the Lord, they are prefently true Hearers of the 
Word. We fee how the Harlot, Prav. 7. i^^ 
becaufe flie had paid her Vows, and had Peace- 
Offerings with her, periwades her felf, that ffae 
was a great Profident in Rdigion; and the Pha* 
rifee did not think himfelf a quarter fo bad as the 
Fuhlkan^ 4)ecaufe he paid Tithes of all he had, 

and 
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isd yifat tK> Extortioner or Adulterer : faecMife 
6idia Man is ooic drunk, ^ery day, buttslober 
now and tbei^ he bdlicves hunfelf ^ be a very 
lemperaie Man. Another, beeauie he doth not; 
cheat fo notorious as his neighbours^ condyd^ 
be is jiaft^ hoaeft, i^irigbt, and faur inius DealkigsL 
Another, becaUfe. he Works hard inlus eaUmg, 
and doth no body wrong, fancies he doth all thftt% 
fit for a Cbrilttaa to do. Another, becaufe he hath 
Ibme times a good thought of God, and can iend 
up a fliort e^odatioo ta Heaven, is very cooft* 
dent he meditates and contemplates the Alm^biy. 
Anothor , becaufe he hath i«ne fiitnt breatbings 
after hint, knows nothing to the contraiy , but be 
is as jeaJous for God'^i Gk)ry, as any of his Ao- 
qoaintance can be. Another, becauie he bath How 
and then a Melaocfaoly Thought of he Sins, and 
eonfeffis tfaeni to Almighty Qod, ooocludes he doth 
rqpent as weH as the beft ; and becaufe he often 
withes for Salvation, and httth a good Optnbaof 
Hokneis and Goodneis, he doabta not but he is 
made Partaker of the Divine Nature. 

That thefeare Cheats and D«lufi<»i$, is evident 
to any rational Man. If a Mountebanks giving 
you common j^ml for Powder of Pearls, or a 
Trade6nan*s felling yovtCidev £br Wine ; or a Mer- 
chant'S'iieUing you Eartbn Ware fueh as is made 
in Ettrope^y for Cbma^ be a Cheat, then cenainly 
tfaefc are Cheats, and the greater Cheats, becaufe 
th^ are in matters <rf greater value. The C^fpct 
doth not ofier He«ren on thefe Terms, and it is not 
partial, but univerfal Obedience, that Ghrift re- 
quires of his Folbwers. He is refolved Heavca 

ihall 
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ihsMtotk them more than thefe little Services 
come (o,,tfid they fluli not impofe upon God, how 
ever they may deceive themfelves. Bot then hour 
ihill thefe or arty other Cheats, be difcovered and 
avoided, but by Confideraticm ? True Converfioa 
oonfifts in refitting and conquering fu^ Delufion^ 
bw ho«r {ball tiiey be rtiuled, if they be not 
known 1 How ihatl they be known, if Men con* 
fider not, whether the coarle they take be either 
agreeable to the way God hath prefcribed, or lUn 
to bring them to that HapfHnels they aim at; 

It's Confidcration mu(t roanife^ which is Gpd, 
and which is the C/W, which is Gdd, and which 
b but 6ik ; which aiie the Waters of JorJaa^ and 
wUch are the Rivers of Damafcus ; which is the 
Cortf, and whidi are the Tares ; which are tiie 
Fiery Tonffies and which is the Cloe-werm Light : 
which m Jacei's Hands, and' which are the Hands 

of BJia, 

There are not a few Sins, which look very mudi 
iUce Virtues ; con^plying with Men's lo^eties, 
Idoks ff> like Hitfnility ; AhfaUns Hypocrily , to 
like Humanity ^ and Civitity ; jFmPs Treachery, 
fo like Frieadfliip and'Oinaor; Simom MagMs\ 
FaUhood, io like true JBelieving; JudaH Cov^ 
tottihe&, fo like Care of the Poor ; Fkttery , fo 
like that Charity which bears all things , and 
hopes all things, and believes all things , and 
endures all thmgs ; Reviling again when we are 
reviled, folike doing Jufiice ; Wc»rklly*minded^ 
fiefs,fo like providing for our Families; Lyine 
for profit-iftke, fo like a Work of Neceflity , and 
S0l^p«^Bmtk>a, and bearing a Gnxjgie to him 
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that hath offended us, without difcovering it id 
our A£lions,fo like curbing our P^lfioos, t£it few 
Men will think themfelves concermed to part with 
them, except they confider which is the pui^ and 
which is the fopbifticate Metal. 
/ How like faving knowledge doth that know^ 
: ledge of God look, which putts up the Soul, and 
tempts Men to defpife otliers, that are not ar- 
* rived to the fame meafure of the flature of the 
fiilriefs of ChrOit There is no diftihguifliing of 
them but by the Effefts? and how fhall the 
Effcifts be difcriminated, but by confideration ? 
I cannot avoid being deceived, if I do hot fit 
down and refled ; Lord ! I pretend to know- 
ledge of the Crofs oiChrifty but doth this kaow* 
ledge make me huttble and vile in mine own 
eyes? Doth it difcover to me my Spiritual Po* 
verty, and make me prefer others before my 
jTelf? Doth it make me prize Cbrift above all? 
jAnd doth it engage me tp count all things Jrofs and 
^^g'ifor the excellency if the knovdedge of Cbrifi ? 
Doth it make me (land under the Crofs oichrifi , 
.and breath and pant after his precious Blood , 
like a Man truly fenfible both of the worth and 
want of it 2 Doth it produce that Mind in me^ 
which was in Chrifi Jefus ? Doth it fill me with 
Holy Ardors to be made partaker of his Holi- 
nefs .•» Doth it make me wonder at the Myftery, 
and glory in that which to the Jews is a ftumblin: 
•^&lock , and to the Greeks Fooliihnefs ? Doi _ 
thou feel this, O my Soul ! How happy art 
thou, if thou art fenfible of thefe Operations ? 
'Do not deceive thy felf ; Doth nqt this knowledge 
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Ihott pretendeft t^ nuike thee (eciire.aod carcle/s ? 
ppth it noi; make tJ^e^jGt, dawn cpntcdted with- 
out rlie life^pf R^igipn? Doth itno(|^#ad^ 
rZiee to beiie^e^ that^ thou art a Chriflian, tlioogh 
thou doll not Unitate Chrift in his holy life S\ 
ooQverfatibn ? ];>oes it not ,mak6 thee proud and 
felf-conceited, and think more highly of thy felf 
than thou oug^ted toihmk/and like^he Hari/ees' 
look between angdf ihd icorn on thofe that know 
not the Law? If fo, how is the knowledge of 
Chrift Jcfusinthce? 

The fame may he faid of Faith, it s Cooiidera- 
tiod /Aiifl: feparate it from Prefamption, and fiitiil 
fie me whetiier it be of the true Eagle-kidd or no ^ 
it^s impoflfible to know, whether my ^aitli be ot 
the rjght ftamp, without I make fuch inquiTidod 
as this. Faith is a gift or firuit of the Spirit, which 
I am apt to believe God hath blefled and enriched 
my Soul withal, and I thank him that I am hbt 
borq a H^tben or Infidel Biit what power hatfi 
my Faith upon my Affedions? Dothitpurifiemji 
Heart, and drive away thofe lufts that have takeii. 
iip their ref\den<!e thef e ? Doth it mdke me cutoff 
my irikht hand arid pull out my right eye, whed 
they do offend me? Ddth it make me live like a 
perfoh that bf lieVes the Omniprefehce and Oiri- 
nifcience of God ? Doth it make me with Jira* 
ham^ ready to offer up mine only Son, Sins as deat 
to riife, as the darling Fruit of my Body? Is it of 
that force in my Soul, that it makes me go con- 
trary to mine inclinaf ipns, arid obey God, tfabugh 
I am in danger of loiing my iMace W Office ? 

Poth it make me do the truth, as well as give at 
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fexit to it > Doth it mafee file cautious and' afriiid^ 
df offending that God, whoin 1 believe to be of 
purer eyes than ta behold Tnupity ? l>6tfa it 
m^e me em|)raee Obiift, i)oth a^ my Itedeemer 
and Governouf^both as ixiy Saviour and my King? 
t)oth it elevate my thoiidhts^. arid make me (lu^ 
now t (hall advance God's Glory and dp much 
^66d in my generation ? lioCh it rouze iny Soul 
Froih her number, and make me look and a£t 
like one concerned and touched with a fence o£ 
another life? Doth it work bv love ? And dbth 
k drive me to give God my deairefl: and tendereft 
love? Doth it work by Charity too, by good 
works? And doth it make me call my Bread upon 
tfee water , give away freely and chearfully, 
though! have no pro(bed» anq fee no probaBt^ 
lity of a recompence here on earth ? Doth it 
inake me defpife the World, and overcome it, 
and ufe it only as my fervant, while God , alone 
is my MafSer ? Doth it make me refift the Devi!, 
and grapflt with Powers and Principalities^ with 
the Rulers of Darinefs^ and with Spiritual Wicked^ 
nejfesin high places I Ephef. d. i2. Doth it make 
me pray with fervency and importunity ? Doth 
it tranfport n?y foul into ravilhments, upon the 
%ht of yonder glorious things God hath lakl 
up, and prepared for thofe that love him ? Doth 
it make me rejoyce in that Saviour I have not 
fter^ with joy unfpeakable, and full of Glory ? 
Poth it infufe boldnefs and courage into my 
Soul to fiand up for God, when I either hear 
bis name prophaned, or fee his Creatures fearful- 
ly abufed? Doth it mate me,, with Phineas mw 

in 



in and fiem the ftrong curKoc of loi^ity, and, 
with Faul and Bamahas^ angry at the improper 
hoao\xt Mep arc going to off^r ip^ >^ Does it make 
me truft God in adverfity^ even then when the 
Fif;trec doth not Bloffom^ when there is no fruit in 
the yir^i^ xbher^ the l^our ef the Olive fails ^ and the 
Field doesjteld no meat $ when the Flock is cut off 
frorif the Foldj and tvhen. there are no herds in the 
Stalls? Hah. 13* 7* Ddth it make me take no» 
ticeofGod^s giradous Dealings and Providences, 
and admire God's Wifdom and Greatnefs,' and 
Power, and Goq^nefe in aD ? Doth it make me 
i^m^ the Promi^ of the Gofpel above all Riches^ 
and doth it make me willipg to fiifier for Chrift ?, 
Re}oyce,0 va:f Soul, if Faith hath thus warmed' 
thy heart, and if thou findefl; thefe . Footfteps of 
God witbiri thee / Thefe are Ornaments fit for. 
thee to appear in before the great Tribunal. Od 
the other Me, what eafe, what croiet caniR: thou 
enjoy, if thy Faith be dead, and dull, ami up- 
aftive J if it doth not touch thy Tongue with i 
Coal from the Altar, and doth not make thee 
break forth into Celebrations and Admiration of 
the height, and breadth, and length, and depth 
of the love of God; If thou fecleft no Holy; 
Force to (hake off every weight, and every fin 
Which doth fo eafity befet thee j If thy Faith does 
not make thee ftand upon thy watch, and break 
through all difcour^gements and oppofitions, to' 
obtain the ^nd of thy Faith, even thy Salvation ; 
If it doth not make thy corruptions abate and thy 
extrav^ant Defiros apid Paflions fall, if it be fo 
f^inttmt t^y h«nd$ grow weak, and thy Kdees! 
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fe4>te, that thy Graces laoguifli, and thy Oopd- 
^6 dwindles away ; If thy Sins grow ftroi^ un- 
der the Ihadbw of it, and the rod of iniquity btef- 
fomsand Bears fruit : If it doth not chafe difcon- 
tent in a great meafure from thy thoughts, and 
doth not give thee Bowels of compaffion to Mi- 
nifters.to the Servants of God, to Chrift'sdiftref- 
fed Members ; if it doth drive thee into Heaven, 
into Ctontemplations of » Glorious Eternity which 
fliall make amends for all the lofle^ troubles, pe- 
rils, miferies and difficulties tbou undergoeft here, 
if it doth not make theei?refcr Chrift's Honour 
and Will before the vain allurements of Flefb arid 
Blood J and the Society of thofe who dielight in 
God, before familiarity with the richeft and 
greateft, who call God's Law behind them ; if it 
Works no patience in affliftions, no Humili^, no 
Self-denial, no mceknefs under Crpfles and Inju- 
ries, and Perfecutions, no courage to ftand up for 
God, and for his Glory, no delight in the World 
ind Ways of God, no fincere endeavours to pra- 
aice what thou heareft, no relifli in fpiritual 
things, no holy revenge upon thy Corruptions, no 
Indignation againft thy former Sins, no careful- 
nefs topleafe God, no vehement Defires after him 
Who is fairer than the Children of Men. 

Faith thus conftdered, . if it be but a jMinted 
I^ire, will quickly betray it felf j and Confidera- 
tion will foon give an Item to the Sinner, that 
this is no good foundation to build Eternal* Sai- 
vatibn on, this will blow away the Chaff, and 
^ew how little good Corn there was in that 
rubbiA: Tins will melt all the Drofe and Tin 
''■-■■'' ---■'■-- - ~ - away^ 



away, ind difcover how little of the purer 
mettle there was hi the Lumpu This will make 
all the droflie part evaporate, and let you fee 
whether there be any thing of fubfiance at the 
bottom. In this manner we are obliged to pro* 
ceed in our Prayers and Supplicatjions. Conftde- 
ration muft acquaint us, whether it be the defires 
of our Hearty or the defires of our Lips only, 
that we o^r unto God ; whether it be a deqp 
fenfe of our Spiritual Wants and Neceflities, and 
of the GreatndiSy Majefty,. Purity, Holinefe, Mer- 
cy, and Gpodnefs oJF God that naakes us Pray ; or 
Gufboi^and Education, and Civility to our unru« 
ly Confidences > 

So in our Diftributlons to the Nfeceifities of 
others, Confideration muft acquaint us, whether 
we give enough or no, whether we fulfil the 
Rules, Chrift and his Apoftles have delivered con- 
cerning it) and whether it be Vatn-g|orv and the 
applaufe of Men, that makes us both liberal, and 
fpeak of our libera^ty, or an honeft defign to 
advance the Glory of God, and the good of our 
Neigbour ? Whether that which puts us upon^- 
vin& be cpmpaffion and tenderneis, or a defire- 
to be rid of the importunate Petitioner ? Whe^* 
ther it is Qur yearning Bowels, or fear of being ill 
ipoken of by other Men, that engages us to luch 
Offices of Humanity ? 

So in Falling, Confideration muft acquaint 
us, whether it be the outward performance wq 
do regard more than the inward frame of the 
Soul? Whether it be a real, fincere Hefoli^tioa 
to raortifie Sin, that engages us to this fcverity, 
^ ' G; or 
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or fln intent of giving God fatisftdion for the 
affronts we have offered him ; and whether the 
auherity makes Sin truly bitter to us, and works 
an eternal deteftatation of it in our Hearts ;or whe- 
ther it difpofes us to fall dn afrefh, and titiivts 
us upon the credit of that piece of Mojtifidt^on, 
to venture into hew Sins and Enormities ? 

So in our^eal for God, Cohfideration muft 
acquaint Ujs, whether we are more paflionatt in 
tilings which concern the Honour of God, than 
)n promoting of our own Intcreft ; whether it be 
k Zeal according unto Knowledge, and kindled 
by the Son of Righteoufneis ; or furious,, and 
lighted by the flames of the burning Lake ; whe- 
ther it be fihgularity, peevifhne^, fpleen, and 
malice, that makes us hot, or deliberate ponder- 
ing of the affront, that^s put on the Divine Ma- 
jefjy. And whether we are zeateus for the greater, 
a? well as fbr the leflcr, matters of the Law ; for 
Judgment^ iFaith and Mercy ^ as WcU as iotpaj/ing 
Tyibe of Mintyand Cummin^ and Anife f 
^ Without CoHiideration, our Soula muft necef^ 
farily remain under very great darknefs and mi- 
ilakes,and confequently run the hazard of beinff 
i;heated in the work of Converfion. How ihould 
thde Cheats be difcoyeredi but by OUr Rea- 
fon ? H6w fhall our Reafon judge of them byt by 
Confideration ? For Confideration calls them to 
ah account, lays them open, examines their rife 
and progrefs, difcovers therh to be drofs, and 
if pies out the danger they involve the Soul in, and 
by that means works it into a faithfull Refohtion 
|o take another cdurfe. - " " " 
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Of /Iv varum lm^4it«t^ts and RefMrttt ofCm^iihm 

rttion, Jds% J0f^ greaitr' J^tdty hit tb/m 

there is indeed. Are fOHtinmlly imfUyed 'limt 

fenfital Oi/e£U^ . Js/(tb to part mtb their $inf: 

IffteroMt rf ttje ^teaOire (^ (jflijideratiem, RefieS 

upon the danger .^U^ng their mffp/^Ml gaim fear 

■^^ey Jball lull , into MeUmchplg^ or.'ff C^^^^ 

•v)tihja nuich ferffiuj^s. Are ^^ tfipioft, that 

^^CflVuet^fiM U; tktfH^ Me. *he. ^criftp^efpe.thofjifk 

-f^* m4f^5- \^jMe. . ?*<?! fMtarc,^Caii/fd(r4ti0l», 

^re di^<nf^ed^,fvd<m^.{ yN^j/r^ aaiialtt 

V iag^ljD^b ff/liniftars ■4^**. thif, tieoe£ary worjk, jOfr 

iiiae tkepsfeiftff v>itb the. l^otmt i^Chriffs dying 

for thf fys tf\ihe ^M .;; 

- • • 

to reafq% or WifaogB,; 9^ .diJgwQP;} ;Jfpr in net 

^"m^itx^^^i^j^mmitifmt^y f^^l their 

pwn a^n m.^Ttt%fl,;.dij|Jar?gB-t|jeir Wisdom, 
^od ^^ jiift pec^^; CQ lil(?ip N^hbQurs. tp 
fuipe&, tt^c ^ diibr^icio i^ *A flowei: which; HiWWf 
grew in their, Oaii^fnj rt^^^ueftl^wigfobeoc- 
^1, wfeo c»tt ii8Pgi9e ,t<j( ffee^^patwyj but 
fvery Man wilM|is«4 «|«» JuS P<Nr«^ wd kt 
It in? Ho)9^! I^I|t|K3QAt^9g^^jlig(|o4iUl^ 

ael ! K^ oMt. 4 UdeiJ^nger ;t^ iJij^gs; >gM ti* 

G 4 din^! 



dings? Darken the room that I may not fee the 
Saa?' Qmllderatldii, that direds me how tnaf' 
}x a Friend of God, get room in his Bofom, fing 
jif'tth Angels, triumph - witk Sfera^lum, fit at the 
right hand of a Glorified Redeemer, ftand before 
the Throne of G^, ferve him day a|id tight iti 
his Temple, and ^be^&eed from all polfibmty of 
Sin and Mifery, from all difcontent and vexation 
of ^irit ! h it pofl^ble a Meffeb^df that Worth, 
iind. Beauty and Excellency, can want a' Lodg- 
ing! Is it poffible. it ihould fare no better than 
Vfae GRE AT >£SU S be deftitute of a place 
%here to lay his Mkd .■> Is it poffible. Men Ihould 
deal with it as the fnbabitants of iSo(/<»» didwith 
-f^ three I-feayefdy Mefjlengers^ that enlred - in^ 
to Ut^s^ Ho^e ?• Quarrel : with it j abufe it ; 
-oft/ ViiiAence tb; it; -be angry at it^ iuarmjbis 
}angua^e ; iht^ ttieir i][>leeh again^ that,: whofe 
Prefence preferves them firom-beii^ oo'nifamed? 
■And whidi, wMle it is among them, (tays the 
£anct pfH^v^n, ,|he baiid^^ of toe deflroying Aii^ 
kel>, tftat they p^ih n(>f ? Does pot every M^q, 
"delkeldfo^mppy^ Did ^ver an;^ Maik hate Us 
<)Wrt^iflefli'/> Was ever any Man in love with TcV" 
ment) l$ it ti(A e^ery Man% Idtereft to ftody how 
fto prevent it?-^ thencfure GOn^eration can* 
'^o& bat' have the io^^ ahfid^mbiraoes of al( pierfons; 
'•^hat'do not make fi>oH with cafih^ firekran^s, and 

.;■ iSo'ilA^im^nitl ferious Meh would thinks yet 
^itoout gri6f/'N^f)^4bi^r6W 'we ftid, that Mels rufli 
•^fiWa^ 'fr^m 'i^'^ frdfti'thfe' Ptagtiei and do as 
-ife^^ftt|lyilviQiid^^t^%V would fklRaiisbaiie^ 



jot Soblimate, or Nighc-ihade. Tlus will oblige 
nie io the next place to enquiry \iiia.t are the Re^ 
inora^ or Impeduneiits that make Men negleft 
this F^dc^d, and, like mid D^s, (hun the water 
that- would cure them, and fl^ht the remedy that 
would jhfalHbly recover them^ It's natural for Men 
to eikjuire into the'realbns of any de^y. If a Tree 
do not thrive, if Flowers do wither in the Bud, if 
a Child do not arow, or if the Water of a River 
finis, the firft thing we do, is, to enquire Where- 
the fiop is, and what the cau^ of the defed are, 
aiid 'why things do not profper attording to ex- 
pefbtfipni And he that mi^ a -Vineyard in a very^ 
nruitful FttH, and kaoca t^ and gathers the ftones 
oat of it,'and plants it with the choiceft Vine, and 
builds a Tower in the midft of it,ahd makes a Wine-^ 
prefs therein, may Wdl adk the Queftion, If here- 
fore when I lookea thatii fihuld hrhit forth Grafes, 
it hettght forth wild gr^pM ? Ifa.. y .- i , a^ j , 4. 
* The dogs and Impediments of Confideration' 
are 'Ottmberlefa, fo^ ihdeed ifs^ the Devil's ftudy 
and contrivance day" and' night,- Which way to 
prevent it. Where a peiffon dares extricate him^ 
lelffrom theSnardiroiSenfe, and Venture upon 
tlus WorK^ the firibi^ )a(Uy fears he ihall lofd 
a Sabie£lf ; >s^ a^ <%ut %ill be fiiatdbt out of 
his Clutches,^ and: he' (hall not be abfo to hold 
the Sinner in his ^it^eM^i or hinderMiU fromfacri^ 
ficing to the £^)td i&^€dd. He dreads this Land 
•^^^ofheni and tiS-fcfe -People Walk that wajr, 
"malcdsMth frdc'and fidrm. It gi^tes upoiD his 
Splits to behold^^ SiRtiei^ fee ^M^f^s towards 
Jen^alem, he cannot endure to fee the Difcipleis 



<n Mnur /'<i^ r An .^,j;tnt's going toTQifaKr 
tate, ifi«Xh«rfli.iBlus.Sar?^:;Wid tog a,,%irit 
that Iiws.^m Mmx ««»» jjiW W^ -Wd. find? W« 
lircateft ifitis^io» m d«ftcoying ^Meps ,,Sou|s ^ 

firatagem! iwitriocl, no neai^ unattoii^ced^ to 
binder Me;i lr0«i|/»ieripus.rAcolieAibB<>fvit|iek 
Th()u^^ fXf4 Im&fmmi. And no Hi^opd- 
fDan can ibe ju£|¥7red t9i fet n^^-tnap;, or if^yent 
jiK)repit>&14<^r'4evife morfe>|nwG5 for mn^i|i^^d 
tapacious iAiuQiak,' than this jSc^hifter lay$ to di- 
vert the dreamt Mens Xbopghts iiaco^ f li^fiel 
of contemptijjic and imgfft}plsc^cA>jea%.,;^^^^ 

There is 4u4h -BeRutVj , $Mi LoveUne^ ]§. ^b^ 
w?ys of Gqdj,nQt3vitl){&94ifgjt^e couifc cwijG^e, 
that ihould iuch:«<|i«r(bq, % .l^iou; C^nfiJsrati- 
ontbie tempted 't(> iifttUf.tl)p <ye|i, and i«e what i& 
behind it j wmipiyp:^ t^^6^cfcic|Qth jand Aijje^ a^Oj^ 
cake aview^clf t^t 'Which is 'Aviderneacti ; pfieq 
the Iron C^t^, and rbpb<4d ^<p Gold wit^Iq; un- 
lock the. Cai)inet^>«ndJ«ertjie, 'Jewels t^^; <^e 
wpuW /Bioft ^rtiiniyi hiEr^»aviib!d,?jri^ *te^gfeti 
and not (hty>9nenh6ur >k>r^fr ,■/» f^e cj^im^i^^f 
P€4th. Tfetli§,peviVknc3MfSr3,-:he is^tel^^.that 
Confideratiftn. .jsj^a *It^ -^dhjfe, . fi^e^SWi W 
^Jcn put forth their h^cbjcswdatals^^oi the Tii;eq, 
^:eat> aid liy<? ^.fftskt Wfi a*yi ratjjoiMlJjj be- 
Jieve he?U er^^eor 'eodeayGfi9:s to thq u^^^fORQ^ ; 
lb -that w^Vi^ ^pc^easifl^a&yiinjipdimentiflf 
Confideiangn, 7^ the PcvU 5ap, infwjt fttfiwi(ling- 
^Ipcks to throw in th^ w^y ftOrJ^his P]^;. J|rw- 
.f^ff ^t^^^^viejVQfsfeiJic.^^lj^priflqiS r 
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1 tltf /4k>// d^Mltj tf it. I fiqr, fimfied; 
fat there is not ttnit hardflup in^ Aka ««— pnr 
But fach Efl&mks are the geaerality of Men to 
lAat owti hftppine&t' that th^ vill fiiaey d^BienU 
tks in thiiigs they are kxb to do, and tbey theie- 
foK try out, Tnt they are hard, and not to be 
compafled biit wkh aq infioiie deal of trouUe, be- 
cause they would be excafed firoin the PeHonn- 
aode or praftioe of them. It's ordinary for School, 
boya to plead dificuky ci the Task tbeff Mailer 
fets them, when dwy tuve a greater mind topky 
than to ioum ; muoi like SoSmoifs dothful Mai^ 
J^rifv. %6. 1 3. There is a Uott bt the vntf^ there is 
a Lio» in the fireets, Vaio Man ! dKie are no li- 
€ms but in his own brain, ooeonfidetaUecUffical. 
ties, bat what are of his own making. So here. 
Men fiincy, that this ferions ooofideratioa of thew 
wySf' is a thing v/hidk none but Scholars, and 
Mm of Learning can reach, andiKxie are obl^ed 
to mind butmdi of Letters, and fcch as are Book* 
iih, and read ^mndi, and have large capacities, 
are Men of great Judgement, and can whdly ^e' 
or dedicate th^nfelves to this Study ; A coocot as 
falfe as God is true, and whidi we cannot n£eSt 
upon without indignatkm. For common experience 
refutes it The meaneft Artifioersthat are Men that 
cannot read one word,$er?ants of the lowcA Eorm, 
the pooreft ^rfons alive. Men whofe Fortune is 
as Jbw as their Learning, do anrive to ttus Art,and 
therefore that Plea deferves to behi&d at; what is 
done, may be done again ; and' if unlearned, ig- 
noraitt, illiterate Men do veiy often make ooo- 

liderabie progrds k it, tber&ls !do doubt but 

. ^ -•-""". '^ ' the 
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♦[ if Mti^ is poflSble and pra&icabl^ and tlieA 
mints nothing biit willingaefe toinafter it* ■ 

Then is no Man that's fenfiUe, that Qcid is 
better tiian Gla^ and Ratdfs, or that Pearls 
ought to be priz'd and vahi*d more than Pdbbles ; 
There is no man, that iscapableof apprehendii^ 
that three and theeexBakefur, or can contrive and 
idot, which wa^ a dangerous Pond, or dreadiuU 
Fire may be avoided, but may confider, whether 
dK things the Scripture fpeaks of be true w no, 
whethar the promifes and threatnings of the Go> 
fpei are thii^ that belong to him? whether he 
lives up to the precepts of Chrid;, and what will 
be the confequenee of his (ontemft of Mercy, 
and what may be the means of ^ping the wrath 
to come, and whethff . sui endlels QUxry be noe 
infinkely bettw tbao a few hours Pageantry^ tad 
cverlafting eii^oyment more (jitisfadory than mo* 
mentary pleafures, and Eternal fteft mcve ^ig&» 
■able than atranfitory titillation? 
, What difficulty is there in ttus Confid^rayqi!, . 
What Rocks what Precipice^ are there here, that 
muj^ be vent^nredon, to bring it about? I fee a 
whole flreet on fire, and am ftruck into aouuse- 
ment, and cannot I oodilder, how dreadfuU ev^^; 
lafting Fire muft be ? I can conHder, what. a lois 
it was to fd to be deprived of his iheep, and 
Cameb, and what is more, his Children, and lafl; 
of all of his Health, and ^afe, and Qijiet; and 
(cannot. 1 conftdi^ what a lots it muft be for me 
to lofe more, dian-. all this comes to i I con* 
fider, it's wortb fitting up late, and rifing early, 

and rpnnipg i^p tnd dQwa. to get ^ livelihood : 

And 



And csflnot I confider, how ftr more ncional^ it 
is tofweatj and toil, and labour for ao everlafting 
Inheritance ? I can confidcr wkhdcli^, bow 
itiucb cafe and content I fliall eojojr when fiidl an 
Eftate I have the reyerfion of, doih &U ? and can- 
nor I confider, how happy thofe moft be, thata^ 
ter their patient continuance in well-draig^ /halt 
be poflds'dofGlory and Honour, and Immor- 
tality, and Eternal life ? I can oonfider^ how 
IHealant, how glorious a thing it is to live in the 
good Opinion of my Priiiec,under the Smiles, and 
gracioQs Looks of my Benefa£lor ? and cannot I 
cofliider, what a felicity doth attend them, that 
enjoy the light of God"^ Countenance ? Here^fane 
diangiftg tM Objed. And I that can confider,how 
difingenuous aud fordid a thif^ it is to adl againft 
a Man that hath rais'd me out of duft, andad* 
vanced me to great dignity and preferment ; can- 
IMt I conlider what bafen^ and degenerous in* 
gratitude it muft be, to provoke that God who 
maintaiils me, and prefervesme, and without 
whom I cannot breathor move ? I that can con- 
fider the reafonablenefi of forrow and grief where 
I have offended, ahd done a £gnal injury to nqr 
Superior ; cannot I confider how juft and equi- 
table it is, when I look on that &iviour, wIkmi 
my /Ins have picrtfd, to numm as heartily as cne that 
mourns far his only Son ? I that can confider,. how 
fad a thing it is to fit in a Dungeon, depri- 
ved of the comfortable beams of the Snn^ and 
whatsis more, of the Society of all Lovers, and 
acquaintance, in an enemies Country, where my 

feodis fucbas Pogs would rcfule toeat^ and 

the 
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the fleocA found about; me intoJerabfe* aua^l 

(coofider how dretdN it will be one d^f tobfi 

everUftifig^y flnic out from the eojoyment <^ that 

light, wlu^ refreflies die Souls and Bodied of Gl<^ 

rified Saditts for ever^ tod lo be tbn^ tnco a dif- 

mal Prifon, wiienoe I muft come out no more, till , 

I have paid the vctermoftfartlung? Why fliould 

not my underftaading ferve me to coidider the 

one a$ well as the other ? Spiritual things are the 

moft adequate and moft proper Objefts of niy oo- 

derftanding. They are the proper fuel ibr that 

&me which cfaeriKh and feed it, and make it rife, 

and foor to Heavenii Whatever concerns provifion 

for the fleih, or this {»refent life, is bitta fecondary 

obje^, more by &vour and pearmiHion, than by 

defign. For God^s defign in gtWng us underftand- 

ings, was, that they might be Receptacles of Spr- 

ritual Truths, Store-houfes of invimile Treafures. 

Contrivances how we may get our bodity wants' 

and neceffities fupplied, for ought I know, may be 

performed, and ordered by Senfe alone, WkhouiC 

Reafon, without this fuUime faculty of Undtr- 

ftanding, as we fee b Beads and ignobler Anf- 

mals, which being ftrangers to this privilege, 

and dhefted only by Senfe, iurnifli themfelves 

with necedaries, conveniencies, and fuperfkiities : 

Goto the Ant than jluggeard^canfider her waa^s^awHe 

•voifty vohich hteoingm fuide^ tnierfeer^ or fuler^pro- 

'viJeth her meat in the Summer ^ and gatbereth her 

food it, the Harve^y Prov. 6. 6, 7, 8. 

But what will not Men call difficult, if they' 
are unwilling to do what they fhouW f HoW 
would Houfes he built? How Would the Eield 

' " ~ " b^ 




tfe ibMI? VL6w wduia.llairtei be bitNiglft iff, jT 
C^fietiters and HuiA^siftllrnea <fa«i]yki pniend dif^ 
£)tmyf If Meit %iR be Dr6M», «k€ttfi» tnc 
&on fbuMd our* Our Uhdeffttfldiii^ are qukfe 
eHODgh tb light upon evafioos, and T never knei^ 
ftif »nnef whoft vHti^ wotild iK* fervc him tarea^ 
fon Hinsfdf otzt of a known Diity. And of th» 
natiire i^ tSie pretence of hardjhijp. Men atfedge^ 
And Who fees not that this is l>ut a ihift to iktifi- 
iSe Ithe^ir Gonfcifencts, that they may m)t twitch 
thetli^for the Omi£Qon; add they teufl: have foffle- 
plea, lf& they ibould fia bare-faeedy <and ieem ta 
af&ont God without eaufe dr 'iffftigation. And 
incited thb plea is a true Aroak of the Devil, for 
though the way to deftrufiion 4ifefair more craggy^ 
and infinitely fuller of Precipices, than the way 
to Life, witndfs Nfens breaking through Yn&my^ 
the 'hatred of their -Friends^ the di^leafure of 
thcfar Relations, the fences otMoiEtefty^ the fcbrtt 
of Angels, the indignation of^a- confuming Fire, 
to get at fin ^ wkn^s the vei^turing fomerime^ 
their Fortunes, fomctimes theh* Lives, fometimes 
their Reputation, fomettmes t\\t tuine of their 
Families to pleale thd ikvil ; yet the broad* 
way being down„ wheneas the ^rait is up the 
hill, his perfuafion prevails thd' iboncr, that the 
former is infinitely more facile and eafie ,• and 
thus he afperfes and/fecki to cradc the Credit of 
this fpottefs Virgin^' Confideration, the Joy of 
AngeJs, the Envy of Devils, the Off-%ing of 
Goo,, and the great Ladder whereby A4ien muft 
climb : to Heaven^ .and hard it mufl: be, though 
nothing be more' eafie j. 'tis a thlnfe^portable, and 

'- '■■" ■ " '"'•' is 



is alwgfs to be had j k^ always in ieal^ '^ 
ways at hand, dways withui cdf, no bunhen In a 
journey, oo load in a Voyage^ Men ouiy carry 
it with them whereever they go ; when they are 
travelling, when they day at home; company, 
.and out of company; when they are walking, 
when they are fitting down ; when they go to 
bed, when they rife ; they need not run beyonct 
Sea to fetch it, not revolve many Books to be Ma- 
kers of it; they need not &il to the Antifotfes 
to compafs it, nor dig under ground to find it ; 
they need not raniack the Indies to enridi • theni> 
felves with it, nor venture $hip<wrack to bring k 
home; they need not fell Lands and Houles to 
purchafe it ; nor run the hazard of Sword and Fire 
to fecure it ; they need not clamber Mountains 
to podefi it, nor wade through Rivers to inherit 
it; They carry this treafure in their Hearts, and 
it muft be mere ilue|i{hnelsif they let it tie there^ 
and make no ufe oFu. The Fire is hid under the 
Afho, and they need but ilir it, and blow ^t, and 
it will foon flame out; and God hath niade the 
Duty fo eafiet>n purpoie, that Men might not be 
deluded by the DevU into a belief of its impoffi. 
bility. Strange ftupidity ! they do not think it 
hard to carry Talents of Lead, or Mountains of 
Sin on their Backs, and yet they think Con- 
fideration hard.; even that Confideration which 
like a Faithful Friend, would tell them how to 
be rid of that heavy load they bear, a load, 
which would immediately Giok them into Hell , 
but that the Devil puts under his ihoulder, aind 
helps them to carry it, and ib they feel it no^.^ 

The;^ 






They db not think it hard to dig into Hell, and 
yet they think Gonfideration hard; which would 
teacbtbem awayhow to quench tiMt fire. They 
do not think it hard to be opprefied by a moft 
bloody Ufurper^ apd yet they think Conuderatioa 
hard, which would fliew tbism how they might 
Ihake off that yoke, which neither they nor their 
Fore-fathers were ever able to bear. Look how. 
laborious the Priefts of BacU are in the Worfliip of 
their God ! They cut themfelves with Lauhcets 
till the Blood guih out upon them. They do not 
think it hard to bleed, yet they think it hard to 
leave Fornicatioa The Idolaters, Ef. 44. 1x9 1^« 
See what pains they take- The Smith with the 
Tmigs hoth worketh in the Coals^ and fajhioneth it 
mth hammers^ and worketh it with the Jtrengtb cf his 
ArmSyjeay he is hungry ^ and his ftrength failetby he 
drinks no water ^ and is faint. The Carpenter ftretch^ 
eth out his Bule^e tnarketh it out with a Line^ hejft'- ; 
t€th it with plainsfjbe mark eth it out with the Comfafs^ . 
and maketh it after the figure of a man^ according ta • 
the Beauty cfa man^ that it may remain in the Honfe; 
This they 00 not think hard, yet think Self-de- 
nial in a beloved Paffion hard, a true Emblefn of 
all untonveited iinners in general. They do not 
think it hard to obey every little Slave, every 
filly Lull, every common Soldier in that Camp 
of which themfelves might be the Generals ; and 
yet they think confideration hard, which would 
free them from that Tyranny,, and acquaint them' 
with a way how they might be King^ and Prieftsf. 
unto God, and ihine as the Stars in the Firma- 
ment for ever. 

H O? 
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O Men unwife, and flow of Heart, to believe 
all that the Prophets have fpoken j you that have 
courage to meet aff Army in the Field, and, to 
ufe Jcb\ cxpreflSoo, have conffiJence to laugh at 
the glittering ff ear and the jhieU^ Jdb 59- *3» You 
that have courage to plow the Sea, to face a 
Canon, to mock a (bower of Arrows^ to ftand a 
Volly of Shot, to fight Duels^ to expofe your 
Lives, to lay Siege to a Fort, to endure the ftoife* 
of Guns, to hear the ctaftiing of Swords, to lie o» 
the cold ground n^iny nights together, or to have 
an Arnr or Leg cut off, to preferve the founder 
foxis of your Bodies ; you that have Courage to 
do all this, and do not think it hard, ffaall you 
think Coniideration hard t Even that Confidera^ 
tion, that would make you live Hke Men, and 
free you from the rubbifh, the lapfed pofterit|r of 
jidam lies groaning under: You that do things 
every day almoft much harder, and much more 
difficult thati Confideration is, will you fcrupte 
that which may be performed with greater eafe^ 
and which you are more obliged to, than adven- 
turing on the Dangers I have mentioned ? 

IL ImpeJimettt. 

, ff . Lcrvt (^' the Worlds and heing ccntinuaMy 
em^hyed aiout fenfnal olyeffs. This is another 
Ittipcdiment 6f Confideration. And indeed we 
Jtecd not wonder to fee Men negleOful and care* 
lefs of r this great and neceflSiry work, when the 
W^rld tdces up their Hearts, and engrofles their 
Affettionsj whea we fee how all their Plots^ 

' ^ * ' ^ Defignsy 
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iycCigpSj Contrivances, Defires, are for the Worlds 
and when they mind anlyflejbly things^ as the i^po- 
fi/e jphrafes it, Phil. 3. 19. This was wellexpref** 
fed by the ancient Pafable, in which a Traveller 
is reprefented, fleting from the fiercenefs and rage 
of anUmcorp, but as fie flee$, he falls into a 
Pit, and rolling down, lays hold on the bough of 
a Tree, and now thinks himfelf fecure from all 
danger. But as he looks about, he beholds two 
Moles corroding the root of the Tree he hdd$ 
by, and underneath him a Dragon fpitting /ire, 
and threatning to devour him ; and on both fidts 
of him four Serpents hifling, and in the midft of 
all this danger, fome Honey trickling down from 
the Tree, with the fweetnefs of which, and a-* 
greeablenefs to his Palate,, he is fo taken and ra<* 
Viflied, that he forgets his Fears, and rejoyces, 
though Ibrrounded with fo mslny implacable Ene- 
mies. The tJnicorn is Death, the Pit 1% the 
World, the Tree Man^s Life, the two Moles Day 
iind Nig]ht, the four Serpents, the four Elements 
Man is compofed of, the Dragon is the Devil, and 
the Honey Vdluptuoufne(% or the fweetnefs and 
pleafufeS of the World. 

What I mean by the World, none can be ig- 
norant of; that hath either read what wife Med 
have written concerniog it, or hath heard the 
Word of the Gofpel founding in his Ears : Fof 
indeed, it's riot the leaft part of bur Coramiflioii 
todehort and difTuade Men from iiifing their 
Afiedions on thefe fublunary Obje^s^ and but 
that continual inculcating of the^^fkn^e thin^ 
would make our Auditorsr nauieate the mofk 
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wholfoni Leflbns, we could not do them greater 
fervice than by making (uch Dehortatibn^ the 
perpetual Subjeft of our Sermons. 

All that is in the World, is the hft ofthcflejh^ 
and the lufi of the yeSy and the pride of life ^ faith 
the great Divine, i Joh.x.\6. Whatever out- 
Ward objeft fcrves togratifie Senfe, whatever here 
below is moft commonly defired and lufled after, 
whatever makes for £ttisfa6lioa of the fleih, or of 
our fenfual appetite, all is comprehended under 
this name. 

Aiid indeed it is with thefc worldly comforts, 
as it is with the Garden of Eden ; fome are for food, 
fome for trial ; fome to keep our Bodies ferviceable 
to our Souls ; fome to prove our Souls, whether 
they'll refl on thefc broken Reeds, or fedc Reft and 
!Acquiefcence in him, that is the Creator of alk 
And accordingly the Almighty thought fit to li- 
mit the ufe of thefe terreftrial Felicities, and to 
iignifie in his Word, that his intent in giving them, 
was, that they ihould be our Servants, not our 
Mafters ; that he defigned them as advantages to 
us, not hindrances, in admiring and adoring the 
immenfe Goodnefs and bounty of God, that he 
appointed them for our ufe no farther, than they 
would fcrye to promote his Glory, and the Eter- 
iial Felicity of pur immortal Souls. This the 
Saints of old underftood, who therefore were 
very fparing in the ufepf thefe outward Comforts, 
for fear of being deluded by them into Fondnefs : 
Nay, fome fo dreaded falling in love with thefe al- 
ledlives, that they did totally deny themfelves 
in the ufe of them, as St. John tliQ Baptifi^who 
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had 00 houfe but the Defert, no chamber, but 
the bole of a Rock ; he fowed not, neither did 
he reap, neither ^ther into Bams; he ofed no 
Wine, no Table, no delicious Couch, no Bed 
made of the fofteft plumes ; hts Form, his Tabl^ 
and his Bed>chaniber were the cold Ground. His 
Wild Fowl was Locofis, his Cake vrild Honey, 
the ridi Cup he drank in, the Hollow of lus 
Hand, and lus wine was Water of the Ne^b- 
bouring Brook. He took notice indeed of the 
Creators Wifdom in thefe outward OlqeEts, but 
was afraid to put them in his Boibm, for fear, 
like Snakes warmed by his vital heat, they (hould 
fting him into an Epideoucal Si(^ds. But here 
we find Men generally live the reverfe of God's 
Defigns and Intentions, and inflead of ufing thefe 
vifible Comforts in order to a greater end, they 
make that their home, whidi was intended only 
for their Inn , and are for ere£Hng Tabernades 
to dwell there, which God defigoed only as a 

Thorow-fore. 

And to this unhappinefs, prepofterous Edu- 
cation whkh moft Men are fubjeft to, doth 
very much contribute. For whereas^ we ihould 
be educated into Reafon, and a r^ht appre- 
henfion of things, we are ufually educated into 
Senk and Deceptions ; and thofe that have the 
care of us, and fliould teach us Self<denial in 
thefe outward things and bv that means engage 
our Souls to fix on nobler objefts, do commonly 
prefent us with nothing but fenfual fetisfadions. 
All their Difcourfes to us are of the World, and 
of the M agmficence, Greatnefi, Splendor, and 
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. ravilhing Afpefts of thefe outward Gaieties ; and 
the 6r{l Principles they teach us, are^how to pleafe 
Senfc, and to pamper our Appetite ; and thoug|i 
now and then they teach vis lome little Notpns 
of Divinity, yet it is in fuch a fenfual way, that it 
aniiounts to no niore than ^ Formality and' Diver* 
tiftment, and being a thmg that^s taught by the 
bye, it makes little or no impre(fion upon our Af- 
fctt ions. The fir Jl thing we (hould be taught,(honld 
be poverty in the midlt of plenty, and the Art of 
Jt)eing contented without carnal eafe and fatisfafti- 
on, ot bearing injuries, and reproaches, of doing 
things contriiry to our natural defjres,H!tnd of der 
ipifitig all things that make for the pampering of 
the fle(h. We Ihould be educated into a love of 
5ackc!oath and Afhes, and doing that which fl^fh 
^nd blood hath the gireateft averfion frooi. So the 
ancient Chrifttans taught their Children^ and that 
made them fuch excellent Saints, but our Btit in* 
(lru£tions are things of a different nature. This 
fine Coach, and jthofe rich Trappings. This (cu- 
rious Garden, and chat commodious Seat. This 
Necklace of Pearly and that gliftcring Diamond. 
This French difh, and that pungent Sawce. Thi^ 
fjlk Coat, and that velvet Cap This Man's flate- 
ly Train, and the others fplendid Retinue. This 
man's Feathers, and the others coftly Veftment. 
Thefe are the things we are firfl of all inftrufted 
to gaze on, and to worlhip* 

hiit whatever diiadvantages Men lie under up- 
pn the account of their fenfual Education, one 
would think, when they come to the full ufe of 
their Rcafoo^ and arp capable of Uaderflianding 



the vifiity, emptiiielis, unconftancy, of thefe lower 
€i;§eS^y and of upprehending that they wtre only 
MteAded as Ladders^ to raUe them into conteoi- 
fphtiaas of their great Benefadpr in Heaven^ when 
(bey arrive to this ripened of underftanding^ come 
out of thetr Apprenticefliip, fet up for thea«felves, 
become, as it wcre^ tfaeirown Mafters, and enter 
tipon the pQ0ei£on x)f that Eftate, which before 
was managed by others : One would thinks I fay, 
daey fliould tfaeA bqgio, (as there is commonly an 
alteration of x>ur Teokper, upon the alteration c^ 
our conditioasand fortunes) to le^ifie thofe fen- 
foal principles, whkh their Nwfes and Tutors 
have ihed into them, and waih away the ftains 
tbofe fond Mailers (zi indeed Men may be kill d 
by kindneffes, and, like that Olympian n^ler^ be 
wfled with Pofies) have unlucluly imprinted on 
their Soii]& 

But alas J tfattne are lb very few, that having 
gone thus far, ftop, and attem^M: to captivate 
their Appetites to the obedience of Reaion and 
Reiigbn, or fsek to elevate their Souls^ above 
the dung and trouble of the World, accordini 
to the intent, of their Mdcer, that moft Men (in] 
deeper and deeper into the gulph of fenfual de» 
fires, open the gates wider, make the door lar- 
ger for fenkial ktis&dton to enter in ; nay, if 
It be modeft and loth to enter, compel it to come 
in, and give their Spirits an infufton of carnality; 
water and keep warm the feed of worklly id* 
ciinatbns, and find out wa>s to increafe their 
Tiu*ft, add heat to their Fever, provoke their 
lenfoal appetite to oilarge it fetf as Hell, and 
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fearing they have not been iufficieatly, or faith-' 
fulfy enough inftru<93ed in the enjoyment of diefe 
worldly feticittes, they try experiments and con* 
duiions to ifind 6ut new fatisfii&ions. and thus 
plunge themfelves into the main Sea, being 
charmed by the Sun-beams playing and glitteHog 
upon the Water, and curling d the Waves ; and 
the imprellions which were made on the wax 
9^hen foft and tra£bble, remain when it is grown 
harder ; and now by a continual hurry of worldly 
cares and bufinefles, whidi they are content to 
iadmit of, they ms(ke their Souls the kaft objeft 
of their Solicitude; and were they asked as that 
prophane Duke, What they think of Htmen ? it's 
like they would anfwer in his language, or think 
fo, or at leaftaft as if they thought To, :nat they 
4favefo much hu^nifs OH Bafth^that they cannot think 
of Heaven. Thus their Spirits become Flefli , and 
{heir Souls turn to Earth as wdlas their Bodies. 
And the tindture of carnality in them is fo ftrong, 
that like petrefying waters, which turn all things 
^thrown into them into ftone, or a Japideous 
jTubidance, it makes all the Thoughts that come 
into their Minds fubfervleht to their worldly In- 
|:erel>. 

Whence it comes to pals that their Minds be^ 
ing altogether fenfual, impregnated with wwldly 
C^esand Satisfaftions, and all their faculties 
Injployed in contriving how to get a greater (hare 
of Earth than they have alteady, or at kaft to 
jkeepand preferve what they have, there is no 
room for ttus Confideration of their Spiritual Eftate 
or Condition. They hearken |;o pothfng with 
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any 2eal^ or Attention; or life, tliat doth not 
cany either feme worldly profit or [leaiiirewith 
k^ and that which dianns or wins them, muft be 
tbe Mufick of temporal intereft. As the Wolf in 
the Fable being fent to Sdiool to learn to ipell, 
could make nothine of all that was &id to him 
batjbeep. Hts Mind ftill ran upon ^t^and confe- 
quently was hardned againft all other iiiggeftions, 
Confideration how thqr ihall be iaved heie- 
after! There jisno hnds to be bought with it, 
no Manours to be purchaied, no Houfes to be 
bmlt, no Countries to be conquered, no Ho» 
noura to be got by it« It brings in no Riches, it 
fills nottheir Cotters with GoU and Silver, it 
doth not give them Refpeft and Credit widi 
Princes and Men of Quauity ; it doth not cover 
their Tables with dainties and delicades, it dodi 
not fumifli them with Portions for their Chil- 
dren ; it doth not feed their Bellies , nor put 
them into a condition to lie on Beds of Ivory, 
orto be clad like Dives, with filk and purple ; 
it doth not maintain theur great Retinue , nor 
prefeot them with foft Airs ; it doth not pro- 
vide for their Families, nor keep up their Pomp 
and Grandeur : Were it fuch a powerftiU diing 
as the Thiltfofhcrs-Stanc is fabled to be, and dkl 
it enable them to turn thdr Iron into Gold, and 
did it make their. Trade to flourilb, and did it 
make their Garners full, afibrding all manner of 
Store, and caufe fuch firuttfulneb among their 
flecks J that their jbeep might hring forth tboHfinds 
and ten thoufands in their fireets ; Did it raife them 
to the Power of ScnacheriL to the Magnificence 

^^ of 
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of tfeincbadfitzzMr^ to the Pleafttres oi Salmon ; 
diditpromifea Kingdom, and wbifper in thek 
Ears, that they fliould enjoy Eafe and Plenty ; 
without all peradventure, nothing fliould have fo 
much of their Care or Hearts, as Confiderttion of 
their ways : But having none of thefe baits, and 
their Hearts being fix|d on the World, they can 
find no time for this exerctfe. As wdl may a 
Worm take i^ealbre in the found of a Fiddle, or 
a Horfe delight in Arithmetidc, or an Ox divert 
himfelf with the fight of a weU-ordered Army as 
fuch Men fet time apatt (or their re-coUe£):ion ; 
and whatever preginancy there niay be in the mo- 
tives a judicious perfon doth alledge, they cannot 
attend fuch motions. 

Cannot, did I fay ? They will not allow them« 
felves time, to retire and confider, that they have 
fuch things as Souls, or that thefe Souls are capa- 
ble of punifliment and glory, when they fliake 
Jbiands with their old Companibns, their Bodies. 
They think that lime mif fpent that is bedewed 
Upon Confideration of another World and what 
minutes or hours are taken from their fleflUy ^tf 
fa£):ions, or from profecuting their Worldly con^ 
cerns, they look upon as flung away. 

By worldly concerns, I do not only mean 
bufinefles^ which an Efbte, or Trade, or Family 
or Office, or fenfual pkafures caufe, but bu(t- 
De& of Study and Learning too ; and one may 
be as much taken up with his Study, as another 
is with his Trade, and confcquently be very 
loth to allow any time for this Confideration 
we fpeak of. To be (hidious and yet incon(i- 
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derate, implies no contradi^ion ; and a man may 
contemplate God, and Heaven, and the whole 
Crearion, and yet not contemplate them in order 
to a Holy preparation for another life, or with an 
intent to mortifie his Sins and Corruptions, and to 
imitate God in HoUnefs without which^ it cmnot 
be Confideration ; and the beft name we can give 
it, is an empty fpeculation : So that a fpiritual 
Meditation may be but a worldly bufinefi, if that 
which puts me upon it, be my profefliou, whereby 
I get a lively hood ; if that which makes me ftudy 
and meditate, be temporal Profit or Honour, or 
applaufe; if it be not undertaken with an intent to 
fxiifi^ my own Soul, as well as the Souls of others ; 
if it be done either to pleafe the Fancy , or to 
pleafe the gentle Reader, by Publilhing it to the 
World. 

And indeed, where worldly Concerns fill all 
the Channels of the Souls, there can be but ve- 
ry little employment for ferious ConTiderati* 
on. A continual hurry of bufmefs flieds dark- 
neis upon the Soul, thrufts out that Eye where* 
by it ihould refled upon it felf^ and makes it in- 
tent only on things which tickle and pleafe the 
Fklh ; and, like Fe/iXy when any motions to 
ferious Confiderations arife , replies, Co thy wajf 
for this time^ and vchen I have a convenient feafon^ I 
will call for thee, Afts x/^. xf. This, as the Baij^ 
lonians did • the Children of Ifrael^ keeps Confi- 
deration in captivity, and binds it up in chains, 
that it can make no (allies, and if at any time 
it v/ould go forth, like Jonathan^ to take a view 
of the dreadfuU Arniy of the Philijlians. checks 
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ity and drives it back into its prifoa again, whera, 
like fome martial Prince, it lies cooped up, and 
its Power and Valour remain unknown to the 
Enemies, that, were it loofe, would foon feel its 

2uickne^ and Energy. It fares much with Con. 
deration, as with that Prince's Invitation, Luke 
14. 16. worldly Cares and Bufinefles, like thoj^ 
guefts, when the Soul feels any Suggeftions or 
Invitations to Confideration, arc prefently readv 
with Excufes, and a thou£aind things are preteqdu 
ed why they cannot come, or ftoop to the gra- 
cious Meflage or Vocation ; and thefe Briars an4 
Thorns choke the good S^ed that's tl]jrown among 
tfaem* 

thus Earth keeps out Heaven, and the World, 
like ihutters of a window, excludes the li^t 
that would irradiates the rpom ; not but that the 
buHnefs of our worldly Callings may lawfully 
be performed and followed ; and men ought ta 
work with Uhour and travail night and day^ rather 
than Be chargeahle to others j z TheflT 3/8. Bui; 
where the World is made a God, and fills mens 
Minds as well as their Hands, and all the time 
that can be got, is fpent in embracing and grafp- 
ing of it, its impoffible Confideration fhould 
£nd entertainment there; it's like, a heartle£» 
prayer may, for that can be huddled up, and re- 
quires not much time, and leaves them as worlds 
ly as it finds them, aad doth not hinder or crofs 
them in their fondnefs to the world, which they 
are afraid Confideration will do. And indeed 
they guefs aright^ fof Confideration, as Theodofir 
us the Patriarch oiCopftantindple did the Empe- 
ror, 



ror, whenaLeflbn out of the Bible agaioft lun- 
ges was read, would pull them by the fleeve and 
fay, Hear^ Sir^ and obey. This would (hake their 
Loirey mdse them imquiet in their Amours, and 
uniettle their AfFeftions, pull down that hig|i 
efteem they have of the world, and make them 
fee that there is not chat Beauty, that Gloiy, or 
that Happineis in things below, which their fick« 
ly fancy dreaiti'd of; it would (hew them, that alt 
thele Gaudes are but a pit covered with curious 
Flowers, where People may irrecoverably perift, 
if taken with the treacherous Flowers they fmell 
to, and admiretheir Odour and Fragrancy. Ic 
would ihew them the vanity of heapmg up Ri* 
ches, when they know not who fhall inherit 
them, and reprefent unto them the folly of flat- 
tering their Souls with an Ede^ Bihe^ Lude^ Soul 
take thine eafe^ eat^ drink^ and he merry y thou h4f0 
much goods laid up for many years. It would fliew 

them how falfe, now periihable, all thefe outward 
Comforts are, and that they have fomething 
more than this deceitfuil World to look after* 
Coniideratlon like a faithful Counfellor would 
undeceive them in their fond Opinions of this 
treacherous Friend, difcover to them his bafe 
de/igns, the mifchiefs he drives at under all his 
fmiles, the Serpent that lies under thofe green 
Herbs, and bid them beware of him. Confide- 
ration like the honeft Jonathan^ Jer. 40. 14, i f^ 
who told Gedaliahy that Ifhmael was not the Maa 
fie took him for, would open the Cave, and 
ihew them the roaring Lion, and aiTure them, 
that the beait is not fo harmlcfs as they are apt 

to 
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to imagine^ not fo fit to play with, as its feeitilng 
faienefs would make them believe. But fuch vH 
the love they bear to the World, that they are 
jealous of all things that would fubvert their Love, 
and hate G)n{ideration as an Enemy^becauli^ they 
are afraid it will difcompofe thofe embraces, and 
break the League between them and thefe earthly 
fatisfa'^ ions, and put their Hearts, that lie clofe 
to the World, out of their place, difpoflcfs them 
of their earthly mlndednefs, and prompt them ta 
lay up in (lore for ^ themfelves a good foundation 
againft the time to come, and lay hold on Eternal 
Life. A ftrange fondnefs this ! which doth not 
only Marry the Heart unto the World, atid makes 
theffl twoy oneflejhy but fends out fpies to watch 
againft all the endeavours of this faithful! Moni- 
tor, w2.Con(ideration, that it may not break the 
match, or dt(Tolve the Bond, or make the Heart 
fenfible of its adulteries. 

O God ! how is thy fimilitude in Man de- 
faced ? How is that Glorious Image thou didfl 
once fhed into his Breaft, blotted and defiled ? 
Is this the Man that received a Soul to mind Hea- 
ven moft ? Is this the Man over whom thou didfl 
fpread thy fkirts, whole nakednefs thou didfl 
cover, and with whom thou didft enter into aiJ 
cverlafting Covenant, whom thou dofl draw by 
cords of love, whofe Soul thou didft betroth un-^ 
to thee for ever in ri^teoufnefs^ and in Judgment ^ 
and in loving kindnefs^ and in mercies ? HoC 2.- 

1 9. Is this the man about whofe Creatiofl thou 
didft confult, and about whofe Make tffc Holy 
Blefled, and Glorious Trinity entered inter del^ 



beratton f Who would have thought, that the fa- 
vour would ever have been forgotten, or that this 
extraordinary way of forming him would ever have 
been razM out ot his memory ? Who would have 
thought, that after this mark of God's Love he 
would have loved any thing befides God, or who 
would have expefted le(s,than his intire dedicating 
himfelf to his Maker after fuch unufual Care, and 
Induftry of the deity ? Falfe treacherous' Man ! 
Is the World become his Mafter ; Is his Servant 
become his Sovereign? And is that which was 
intended for his Footftool, become his Throne, 
whereon he braves all the meflages of g|race and 
pardon > Shall fo great a Soul be married to fo 
mean a Slave ? So great a Spirit joined to fo pitiful 
a Vaflal ? and ihall that which was defighed for him 
to trample on,and defpife^dcmineer^and ufe him like 
a Prifoner,put Fetters about his Feet and ihackle his 
Soul^ that it may not return to that Husband to 
whom it hath fworn fidelity, and promifed alle- 
giance and fubjeftion ? Unhappy Creature ! Art 
thou dcifgned to Jud^e the Apoftate Angels, and 
doft thou make thy telf their fport ? They would 
dread thee, hadft thou courage to defpife the World, 
and doft thou make thy felf defpicable in their 
Eyes ? They would fall at thy Feet and be afraid, 
as they were at the fight of Jefus, and doft thou 
liiffcr them to ride over thy Head > f/ow art thou 
falPn from Heaven j Lucifer j Son of the morning ? 
and thou who hadft once power given thee to 
afcend into Heaven^ and without a Metaphor, 
to exah thy Throne above the Stars of GoJ^ ta 
a/cend aiovc the height of the clouds, and to he 

like 
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like unto the mofi High ; How art thou irm^t Jovm 
to Helly to the flics (f the Pitl How art thou cut 
Joum to the ground} How is thy pomp brought Jowm 
to the grave} I£i* 14* ii, ix, 13. 

in Impediment* 

ni. Vnwillingnefs to part with their fins. Thai 
certainly is the greateft Impediment of Confidera^ 
tron^ and the chief caufe of Mens neg}e£lingthi« 
moft ufefulwork. Their Confciences, or their 
Hearts mifgive them^ that Coniideration will dil* 
eover the deformity and odioufnefs of their vices^ 
and will put them upon forfaking their darlii^ 
Lufts ; they are afraid it will raife doubts and 
jealoufies in their Heads about their prefent Con^ 
dition, difturb them in their (lumber, difcompole 
them in their Golden dreams, drive them from their 
Softs and Eafe, and make their Candle bum diia 
and blue, which for the prefent gives a very de- 
lightful (hine, and therefore.they are loth to apply 
themfelves to it. They look upon it, as four Grapes 
that will fet their Teeth on edge, though in good 
truth their (ins are thofe four Grapes,which ftupifie 
their Reafon, their Minds, their Underftandingy 
and their WiU, defiroy their Spiritual Appetite, 
and render the Bread of Life infipid[ to them. 

I have heard of fome rude and favage Indians^ 
who being decently cloathed by our Merchants^ 
(for in their own Country it feems they knew 
no other Ornaments, but Dung and guts of Bea^s 
about their naked Bodies) and brought over 
Itito Bfiglandy with an intent to civilize them. 

and 



and make thbm iiiftruments, upon their return to 
teach their own Natbn M odefiy and Decency ; as 
th^ w^ere walking about the (Ireets of Londoti^ and 
beMding the (lately Houfes that adorned that 
goodly City,they were obfcrved to figh and groan^ 
and to look very Melancholy ; thofe that took no^ 
tice of them, charitably believed, that their de- 
je£ted lodes were no other but Characters of their 
mournuig at their unhappy Country*men> who 
were.ilran^rs^ to fuch Edinces, fuch Pomp, fuch 
Glory, fuch Plenty, fuch Magnificence and Gallan- 
try^ JBut being fcnt over into their own Country 
again, they quickly betrayed the reafon of their 
fighs^ and foon difcovered that their melancholy 
was caufed by their beir^ delivered from their na- 
ftinefe, and b»ftly way of living : For they were no 
fooner . come to Ihore, but they tore off their 
Cloaths with indignation, fell about the necks of 
their Country-men with joy, and betook them- 
felves to their Dung and Guts again, and in the(e 
ornaments they . came triumphing to the Englifh. 
There cannot/ certainly be a fitter Emblem ot fm 
where Men; are enamotired with ir. They de- 
light in their Plague- fores, rejoice in their wounds 
and bruifes, wounds not bound up^ nor mollified 
with Ointments They ?ire afraid of Plaifters, and 
do fo defire to be let alone in their mifery, that 
they are jealous of a Cure, and dread a Phyfi- 
cian. Their filth is fo pleafmg to them, their 
Itch fo amiable, that he that offers to free them 
from itj attempts tearing off their Bowels from 
them, and that's it makes them afraidof Confide** 

ration.' 

I For 
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For indeed, Confideratbn would Anatomize 
their fin, (hew them the venom that's fpread 
through every part, ihew them who that God is^ 
who profefles himfelf ofiended at it ; ihew them^ 
that he who is provoked by it^ is that God, with- 
out whom they cannot be hi^py, whom to fbn 
fake, is to be miferabie, whom to adore, is to live 
in joy, whom to ferve, is to reign, whom to fear, is 
to be quiet,whom to know, is tobe glorioas,whom 
to love, is to leave all, whom to defire, is to be 
contented, whom to fellow, is to walk in the right 
way, who breathed into their Noftrils the breath 
of Life, and gives them the meat they eat, the 
drink they dnnk, and the cloaths they put on, 
that hath the fame power over them, which the 
Potter hath over his Veflel, and can create and 
deftroy them at his pleafure, that fits on the circle 
of the earth, and before whom all Nttbns are as a 
drop of a Bucket, and are accounted as the fmall 
duft of the balance, before whom they are nothing, 
yea, lefs than nothing, and vanity, from whom all 
their fpiritual and temporal Mercies do defoendy 
without whom they coukl not be one moment out 
of Hell, who is their beft, their greateft, and moft 
conftant Benefador, who lets his Sun ibine upon 
them, and his Rain drop down on their Fields and 
Paftures ; who fends his Holy Angels to watch 
tfieir fteps, and to keep them in their ways j who 
hears the Heavens for them, and makes the Hea« 
vens hear the Earth,and the Earth to hear the Corn, 
the Wine, and the Oil, and commands all thefe to 
relieve theni, who preferves them from danger, 
prevents their being hurt, and charges all the Ele- 
ments 
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meots to fpare them ; who keeps them by his Pro- 
vidence, fupports them by his Wifdom, prote^ 
them by his power, and thinks nothing too good 
for them, if they will but approve themfdves o- 
bedient Children, and live like Perfons who are 
ienfible of the obligations of the Higheft. 

Confideration would let them fee, that this 
God, who could undo them, wooes them to Re« 
pentanoe, and he that could, as Gideon did the' 
Princes o{ Succ$th^ttix their fleih with thorns, 
and bryers of the Wildernefs, beleeches them,. 
not to flay in SoJ&m^ and he that could, as David 
did the Awmonitesy put them under Saws, and 
under Harrows of Iron, and under Axes of Iron, 
fpeaks to them to Turn, as a Man fpeaks to hlf 
Friend, and that there is nothing in the World 
God hates more than Sin, and that this is it hiar 
Soul abhors, being Holinefs it feif, and of infinite 
purity: Confideration would let them fee, that 
their un eontrouk the Will and Wifdom of thac 
God, who feeds them, fets up Laws of its own 
making, in oppofition to thofe Commands, which 
the holy Angels dare not mentiori without trem« 
feling^ This would let them fee the Majefiy 
and Gloiy of that God whom they do aflfront ; 
a God wno chaiges his Angels with Folly, and on 
whofe brightdefe thofe blefled Minifters cannot 
look, without covering their Faces With their 
wings, and drying out in amazement, Holy^ holy^ 
bofyj tor J God of Hojis. A God who covers him- 
felt with light, 9S with a Garment, who firetches^ 
out the Heavens like a Curtain, who lays the 
beams of \aa chambers in the waters^ who makes 

I X the 
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the Clouds his Chariots, who walketh on the 
wings of the Wind, who maketh his Angels Spi- 
rits, and his Minifters a flaming Fire. Lift lip 
your Eyes on high, and behold who hath crea- 
ted cbele thing^s that bringeth out their Hoft by 
number, he calls them all by tbeit Names, by the 
Greatnefs of his Might. 

Confideration would rej^efent to them, the va- 
rious Mercies and opportunities they do flight, 
and how hard it will be for them to kick againft 
the Pricks; this would (hew than what refifting 
their own Mercies means, arid what fighting 
againfl; their own Happinefs imports ; how Blef- 
itngs flighted will turn to a Curfe,and Mercies abu^ 
fed will aggravate their ^uilt; how ilubbornnelfe 
makes God weary of fliewmg Mercy; and refuflog 
to come in while the Gates are open, provokes the 
Mafler of the Houfe to proteft. That the invited 
Guefts fliall never tafte of his Supper : F^ow op- 
portunities of being ferious, if negleded, may be 
fnatched away, and the Scepter of Grace, if looked 
upon with contempt, and fcorn^ may never be 
ftretched forth again. 

Confideration would let them fee, what, grief 
their Sins do caufe in Heaven ; how they make 
the Eternal God complain; how loathfom, how 
abominable, they make them in the fight of God, 
and how they treafure up iintothe owners wirath 
againft the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous Judgment of God. This wouki ftiew 
Chrifl: Jefus on the Crofs; How that Beauty 
Bleeds, how that Monarch fighs, how that Con- 
queror groans, how heavy, how dejefted, how 

dif- 
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difcqhfolate fin makes hina, how deep he drinks 
of the cup of trembling and aftoniihment^ and 
what exquifite anguifh the fins of Mankind caufe 
io him, how Sin puts him to infinitely greater 
pains, than the Rack, or Gibbet, or a fiery Furnace, 
or the Wheel, and makes him feel ten thoufand 
times greater Torment, than the Malefaftors felt, 
which were crucified with him, this would be- 
fpeak them in the language of the Prophets, Who 
is this that comes from Edom^ with djed garments 
from Bofrah ? Wherefore is he red in his Apparel^ 
and the garments like him that treads in the WinC" 
fat 2 lia 6y i, 2. This would ihow them, that 
the blood which trickled down from that Sacred 
Head, trickled down upon the account of their 
Follies and Tranfgreffions ; that their Oaths, and 
Curfes, and Blafphemies, were the Thorns that 
prickM his Head ; that their Lafdvioufnefs, and 
Fornications, and Adulteries, were the fpears that 
opened his iide ; that their boldnefs in Sinning, 
their refolutions to be Damned, made the Tears 
guih from his Eyes; that their Hatred, their Ma^- 
lice, their Envy, their revengeful Defircs, were 
the Hands that did bufiet him ; that their covetoui^ 
oe&, and Worldly-mindednefs, and negle£b of 
their Duty towards God and Man j were the 
Hoc}s that fmote him ; that their evil Thoi:^hts, 
and idle Words, and extravagant Afl-ions, were 
the Furies that fpit into his Face; that their per- 
fidioufnefs, their Treacheries, their Hypocrifies, 
were the Nails that were ftuck through his 
Hands and Feet ; and that their labouring after 
Hcll> their Endeavours to be ffiiferable, their cqn^ 

I I tempt 



ii8 %:t^^^m%m 

tempt of the Goodnefs ot God, made him iweat 
drops of Blood in the Garden of GethJemMC ; 
that their delight in abuftng God, and in tramp- 
ling on his Laws, was that which made him 
jhreek out to the amazement of Heaven and 
Earth, flfj Gody wy GoJy why bafi thou forjaken me ! 
that the heat of their Lufts was the caufe of his 
Drought, and proved the Gall and Vinegar that 
was given him to drink ; that their fintul Lives 
kill'd him ; and their deadnefs in Duty murther'd 
him ; that their Impatience and Unbelief haled 
him to the Crofs, and their Impenitence was the 
caufe of that Purple flood, which the Angels, for 
|:he rarity and flrangenefi of it, defcended from 
Heaven to behold. 

Conftderation would lay before them all the 
Curfes of the Law, the Terror, the Confumption, 
the Sorrow of Heart, the Anguiih that attends 
Sin in the end, the Troubles of Confcience it will 
raife e'er long, the frights, the difquiet it will 
produce ; how it difkradted Francis Spira^ how it 
disquieted Richard the Third; how it difcom- 
pofed King Saul^ and better men than thefe ; hov 
It bowed down David^ and made him go mourn- 
ing all the day long, and roar for the difquiet- 
nefs of his Heart ; how it made the Publican bluih^ 
afraid to lift up his Eyes to Heaven ; how it made 
him buffet his Bread, and ready to pluck the 
Hair from his Head. This would reprefent to 
them the flames that Pii;^; felt, and made the 
Wretch cry but for a drop of Water to cool his 
burning Tongue. This would fliew them what 
l^^lackneis fm doth caft on their IJnderftandings; 

and 
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and Aat their bduig Baptized into the Chriftian 
Faith, doth fignifie littl^ except they leave their 
fms ; and that they do name the Name of Chcift 
in vain, without they depart from iniquity. 
This would ihew them their error in flattering 
themfelves with the hopes of God's Mercy, and 
demonftrate to them, how ridiculous it is to be- 
lieve, that God will pardon them, becaufe they 
Pardon themfelves ; or, that he will for^ve them, 
becaufe they are loth to fufier. This would fliew 
them, that God fees and hears them, and will 
judge them, and fet their tranlgreflions in order 
before them, for all the feeming delay of bis ven- 
geance. 

Confideration would difcover to them the par- 
don and reconciliation they muft go without, 
if they do not fpeedily return ; the Bleflings 
they deprive themfelves of, the Comforts they 
Hd defiance to, the Light, the Favour of God, 
and the Mercy of Chrift Jefus they muft for 
ever want, and be deflitute of, if thqr fly not 
into his Arms with the greatefl expedition and 
aUtcrity. This would tell them, that if thqr 
make light of Salvation, it will be with them, 
as with one, who hath been in want for a long 
dme, and that day, fome great Elhte falls to him, 
he dies, and mufl not enjoy it ; or, as with a 
Man deftitute of daily food, who is broudit into 
a room, where are the moft delicate dimes, the 
greateft Dainties, the moft nouriihing Meat, the 
moft palatable Difl^, and yet muft toudi oooe 
of them, but go away empty and hungry, 
and ftarve in the midft of all that plenty. This 

I 4 would 
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would aggravate their Sins^m^ke, them appear 
in their proper coloi^rs, and fliew th^t they are 
no better tli^aCocatrice £ggs, and Spiders Wei3S. 
Have you not feen the crafty Spider . Weavp a 
Net, and then lie in ambuih, till the. filly ily, 
dazled perhaps with the cmnofity of , the Net, 
hadens to thofe unhappy Labyrinths ? but while 
ilieis fporting her felf in thofe Chambers of 
deathi out comes the Murtherer, 4tnd leads the 
captive wretch in triumph home. Confideration 
would ihew them, that thus it is with Sin, and 
that with much fair fpeech» as that Harlot, Prov^ 
7* XI, IX, 2 3* it caufes the Sinner tojeild^ with the 
flattering of her lips Jhe forces him. He goes after her 
Jlraight ivay^ as an Ox goes to the flaitghter^dr a fool to 
the correal ion of the flocks : till a, Jar t fir ike through 
kis Livery as a bird hafies to thefnarc^ not knowing 
that it is for life. 

This kindnefs Coqfideirtiaon. would do them. 
Thus and thus it would tell them ; and this is 
it Men are afraid of, and therefore care not for 
entertaining it. Their fins afford them preient 
fatisfadion, and the pleafure they promifQ is brisk 
find lufty on their fancies j their Body feels it, 
their Eyes fee it, their £ar$ hear it, their Toi^qe 
^aftes it, it tickles! all their Senfes, it makes thein 
Merry and Jovial, and makes their Blood frisk 
and dance id their Veins, It makes therp forget 
their Sorrow;, and puts the evil day far from 
them. It is an Oftate that takes away all Senfe 
and Fear, and they are nott afraid, though fur- 
rounded with the greateft danger ; it makes them 
^ oa a ^€ppice> apd l>ug^ W^? ^^ houfi; 
f ^ ' prackf 
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cracks,aiid is ready to fall on their heads, h makes 
thi»n drunk, and confequently infenfible of aU 
thofe dreadful! things, which the prophets, and 
Apoftles of God have fpoke of; perfeAly of the 
Tonper ofNero, who. plays, while Rome is burn- 
ing, and makes nverry, while the fmoke of the 
City I goes up to Heaven. Frequent converie 
and long acquaintance hath made their Friend. 
ibip with Sin inviolable. And though it is real- 
ly the greateft evil, and the caufe of all evils 
in the World ; though it murthers while it laughs, 
and pc^fons while it fnules and cringes j though 
it is fo mercileij^ thtft not contented to kill the 
Body it attempts the Soul too; y^t having, like 
the prophet's Ewe lamb, ^ Sam* it. 3. been 
nourifhed, and kept by its owners for many years, 
and being grown up together with them, and 
having eaten Qf their Meats^ and drank of 
thdr Q)p, and lain in their Bofoms, and been 
to them as a child, the fondnefs is grown fo great, 
th^t nothing can make them willing to part with 
it. Hence it is, that Confideration is looked 
upcNi as a fawcy, ill-bred, unmannerly Mefien- 
ger, that would part the deareft Friends, divide 
Sin from their Souls, and caufe a Civil War in 
their bowels, deftroy the reigning power of Vice, 
atrempc its ftrong Holds, and (torm its Fortifi* 
cations. They lie encircled in its Arms ; and 
though they hang, all this whjle over HeJUfir^ 
by a twined thread, , though God all this while 
&akes his Rod €|ver them, and while they h^ 
^he fin, is preparing the infirumentsof d^atb^ 
f nd ivfeetting hi? Sword, ^fid bcndipg hi$ fiow^ 

and 



and making it ready ; yet it feems, fuch is the 

Srefeot Hearts^eafe Sin affords, fo fweet is the 
eep it yields, that Men care not for being awaked 
by Confideration ! Unhappy qualification I Doft 
thou come to thy Friend at midnight, and knock, 
and ask him, for three Loaves, and will not the 
Churle rife, and give thee what thou wanted , 
notwithftanding all thy importunity ? Thofe 
three Loaves, what are they, but the Understand- 
ing, Will and AfkStions of the forlorn Sinner > 
and will he part with none of thefe to relieve 
rhy neceflity, or rather to relieve his own ? Thou 
only wanted them to make him happy, and doth 
he refufe to give thee materials to build him a 
kft tng houfe, which, like the everlafting Hill, caa 
fiever be moved ? 

Wc (hould wonder to fee a Man, that's ready 
to ftarve for want of food, refufe the Bread, or 
Meat that^ c^ered him $ and wonder to fee a 
perfon that^ r^y to peri(h with Cold, rejedl the 
Fire and Cloathing we have prepared for him 5 
and wonder to fee one who is Blind, fcorn the 
help of him that would certainly reftore him 
to his fight ; and wonder to fee one, who 
is fallen among Thieves and Robbers , make 
light of the afliftance of a Prince, who ofFers 
to refcue him out of their hands. And doft not 
thou wonder, O my Soul, at the infufFerable 
ftupidity of finful Men, tljat, enticed, with the 
Milk and Butter fwimming in a Lordly Diih, en- 
ter into a Tent, where they will certainly meet 
with a Nail and Hammer, and yet are afraid of 
that which would afluredly prevent^ their being 

pierced 



fieroed and (tiicken through their Temples ; 
Mourn over them, lament tneir wretchedneis , 
griev^e for them that will not grieve for thtoh 
iblves^ call for Rivers of Tean, wifli for a Foun- 
tain €f Water ! Behold, Sin hath blinded them , 
Confideracion would open their Eyes ; but they 
love darknefs better than light. Sin transforms 
them into the Idols of the Heathen, and makes 
them, that though they have eyes, yet they fee 
not ; Ears, yet they hear not ; Hands, yet they 
handle not ; they lee not their own good, they 
care not for hearing thofe Leflbns, that would 
curb their inordinate defires, they feel nothing of 
the Power of God, and do not love to handle 
the Law. Sin doth expofe them naked to the 
contempt and fcorn of God, and his Holy Angels, 
and they rejoyce under that weight. Sin de- 
prives them of the Bread of Life, and their Souls 
are ready to die for want of the hidden Manna, 
and they laugh under their Want and Mifery. 
What Changelings doth Sin make Men ! How 
doth it make them feed with Swine upon Husks, 
and Shells ! What Tyranny doth it exercife over 
them, what a Balel doth it caufe in their Minds ! 
How doth it turn all upfide down ! How doth it 
confound, how doth it ruine all ! How doth it 
tear their Hearts ! How doth it make the wavs 
of Sion mourn ! How defolate doth it make tne 
Soul ! What a Cage of undean Birds, doth it 
make the inward Man ! How bafely doth it leave 
the Sinner in the dark, infomuch that he cannot 
difcern Gold from Lead, Silver from Brafs, or Prd^ 
cious Stones from common Pebbles, and coun- 

terfeit 
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terfeit from folid Wifdom ! Lord ! how it doth 
unman them ! how much below tbemfelves, doth 
it make them live ! unto God and his Holy An- 
gels they appear perfedly diftraSed, as the poor 
wretches in Bedlam feem to us, oi4y herein their 
wretchednefs exceeds the others mifery, that they 
may be releafed of their didrafl-ednefs, and will 
not, the other if they would, cannot ; the for- 
mer deliration is voluntary, the other forced ; the 
former hath malice in't, the other weaknefs only ; 
and whereas the latter challenges pity and com- 
panion, the former deferves nothing but wrath 
9od indignation^ 

IV. IfAftiimtnt. 

IV. Ignorance of the Pkafure of Confideratiottj 
is another Impediment. It's Ignorance of the 
price of Pearls, that makes the Idiot flight them. 
It's ignorance of the worth of Diamonds, that 
makes the fool chufe a Pebble before them. It's 
ignorance of the fatisfa£tion Learning affords^ 
that makes the Peafant defpife and laUgh at it ; 
and we fee very ordinarily, how Men tread and 
trample on thofe Plants, which are the greateft 
Reftoratives, becaufe they know not the Virtue 
of them ; and the fame may juilly be affirmed of 
Confideration, the reafoa why Men meddle no 
more with it, is, becaufe they are not acquainted 
with the pleafantnefs of the Task. 

There is certainly fuch a thing as pleafure of 
the Mind apd. all delight confilleth notin fenfual 
fatisfaaion. y^Tc fee with what Pleafure Men 

fpend 
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fyend their time in the ftudy of the Mathema* 
ticks ; the Profeflbrs of it could live and die in 
thofe .Studies, and deitre no greater ktish&ion 
on this Tide Heaven ; their Minds are fo pleaied 
with that Harmony, Symmetry, Order, Propor« 
tion, they fpie in thin^, that^ they could dlA 
penfe with the conrfeft Diet, fo they might but 
have leave to enjoy that mental pleafure. None 
can be ignorant,' how tht noble JrcbimeJes did 
€ven forget to eft-his Bread, and would hardly 
allow his Body nece(hry refrefliment, fo much 
was his mind taken up with the pleasure be todlc 
in his Angles and Circles i And ofPlfpf^ we read, 
chat fuch was the delight be took, in Leartnng, 
and enriching his Mind with Knowledge, that 
he Ibmetimes negleded both his Foodand SIdep $ 
fuch was the content than D^m^henes tock mtht 
Art of Speaking,, that he cared not what torneift 
he put his Body to^ to make himfelf emioene in 
that Faculty* 

And indeed, if Knowledge be a pleafure,^ if to 
be :acquainted with our felves be fatis&Aory, tf 
todifcover the impoftures, fal{hood,.dcrigqs, and 
ambufcadoes of a dangerous • Enemy be delight- 
ful, Confideration muft needs be ib; for this 
gives us an infight into our Hearts:; lets us fee 
what we are, points at the Nets whidi are fjpread 
for us, and manifeils the temputions of the De* 
vil, which like Limetvi^igs, are defigned to catch 
us into death and ruixie. That the Devil, or 
father his Emiilaries, the evil Spirits that ar^ 
under his Power and Dominion, are daily watt> 
ing to and fro, and obferving our adionsy^aad 

defigns. 
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defknsy and behaviour, the company "Ure* con^ 
verfe withal, the Circumftances we are under^ 
out Gonftitutions 9 Complaions, and Difpo- 
fitioos , and feeking whom they may devour , 

the Holy Ghoft hath made fo evi- 
1 p<fr. 5. 8. dent, and our own Experience does 
Efhlf.'i! iz. ^^ clearly demonftrate, that he that 

doubts of it, muft be a Man that s 
altogether guided by Senfe, and takes notice of 
things no more than the Beads that periih ; thefe 
evil Spirits, whenever they tempt, they tempt 
with a defign to hurt ; tbey try Men to do mtf^ 
chief, and provoke them to anions as may pull 
^Wn the wrath of God upon their Heads^ And 
as the inftruments, or engines they make ufe of 
in their temptations are various, fometimes pro- 
fperity, fometimes adverfity, fometimes our own 
corrupttd Hearts, aving them advantage to fpur 
its on to Sin ; fo the temptations vary according 
to the feveral degrees and conditions, and tern- 
pei^s of Men ; for it's certain, all Men will not bef 
dragged, or feduced into Hell the fame wa^, and 
a temptation, which will fit one, wiU not nt ana> 
ther ; and a motk)n wluch one will contentedly 
fwaltow, will not go down with another ; fe- 
veral conflitutions muft have feveral fuggeftions^ 
and according as Men change, the temptatioa 
changes, and the Devil takes other meafures^ 
Some abhcMT hirti in the (hape of a Lion, to fuch 
therefore he is content to come in Sheeps cloath« 
mgj and they that do not like to fee him in the 
figure of a Goat, (hall behold him transformed 
iaiso an Angel of Ligjht* So little doth he care 

whae 
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wtet pofture he afTumes* if he doth but prevail 
with the unprovident Pilgrim. Th^ that are 
for a bitter potion, (hall have a bitter potioa, and 
tbcy that are for a fweeter Morfel, fhall have 
it futted to their Palate : DaviJ cannot be per« 
fimded the fame way that Saikl is wrought upon, 
and the aiguments which prevail with the for* 
mer, are of no great force with the latter. Paul 
is not tempted the fame way that jfm/asy nor 
Peter the fame way that HercJ. The Dmnkarcb 
temptations differ from thofe of the Abftemiooi^ 
and the Adulterers from the Suggeftions of him 
thaps dull and phlegmatick, and hath no incli- 
nations to vices of that nature. The melancfao- 
ly Man is oppreiJed with imaginations dt&rent 
from thofe which the merry and jovial meets 
withal ; and we cannot fuppofe that the Pro- 
d^i is tormented with the fanoe fuggeftions that 
the Covetous afls by : Tis true, in the end, aU 
tfeefe temptations agree^ the intended end being 
de(lru£)rion, and ofending God ; but fliil they* 
are of different kinds and complexions; and how 
pkafant mud it be to fee through all riieie wiles 
aad devices of the Devil, a pztofpe£t wfaidi Con- 
fideration alone can afford- The skilful Gwt^ 
diner pleafes himfelf with the knowledge of the 
beginning and end of the Maze, or Lat^rinth, 
which, the flranger that comes into the Garden 
lofes himfelf in. He fees the misguided ficps of 
the unwary walker, and can tell whcfe be muft 
tread, and in what order he ffluft go, and ^cri 
he raiflakes his path, and whecein theinyf^ry 
lies^ and by what raeaas he nvghc eif^txstki^ 

himfelf 
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himfeif from that inchaated grouod; he beholds 
it, and fmiies, fo miift he, that by Confideracioii 
can fee through all the ftratagems of the Prince 
ofdarkaefs. ^ . 

There are many temptations which feem to fo<r 
licit to good, when indeed they provoke to evil.; 
when a Man who wallows in un and uncleaQnef% 
is prompted to truft to God's mercy, and to. lay 
hold Ob the merits of Chrid, and to apply him- 
&lf to the comforts of the GofpeL The .things 
he is tempted to, are good in themfelves» but the 
defign of the Temptation being to render the iia- 
ner lecure and prefumptuous, and tarelefs jof afe* 
rious life, it cannot but be a pleafure to any Man 
chat!s fenfible of his fpiritual tntereft, to difcover 
the cheat, and this difcovery is made by Conii- 
deration of the nature, defign, and tendency of the 
Ottering motion. Men are not. pnly provbked 
to commilfion pf Sin, but too <^en to negkdi: 
pf their Duty towards Qod, and towards Man^ 
And he that is not tempted to Murder, to Theft, 
to Adultery^ to. Fornication, to Contempt of his 
Parents, to bearing falfe Witnefsagainft his Neigh- 
bour, is yet ebticed to Idlenefs, to Flelh-pleafing, 
10 negleA of Prayer, of Meditation, of Charity, of 
Faithi of Hope, <tf Confidence in God, of 2eaI,of 
]FerviBi>cy, of, fpeaking for ChrUi, of vindicating 
his^Uonour when abufed, of improving his time 
to Gpd?s Glory, and his own Eternal Good, 
>' The young Mao ri&joices in his youth, a^Jets 

his;He^rt cheer him hi thddays of hisyodth^ and 

walks in the way of /his Heart, .and in the f^ht 

e£bis. £yes» hates .Gravity and 5t^ioufaefs, ^d 

, ; admits 



Adiints of fuch motions asthefe^ The FVecepbpf 
the Gofpd fare were not intended for . me, who 
iiaVe Youth, Bloody end Spirit, tp fit me for 
Recreations .* Can I think, God would gjive me i 
defire to things, add not permit me to enj^y theni 
Whyifaouldl belieVe he would tantalize me^ 
make me greedy after the pletfttres of the Flefli 
and reftrain me io the ufe of them ? Let the Ap- 
ples bob againft my Moiuth,.aad forbid ffle to eat 
of them? Sve me a raging hunger and third for 
things of tlus nature, and oblige npie to (larve my 
Padions ; I have heard, young Saints .make old 
Devils , and I believe it ; for when in their riper 
years they refle£t, what time they have loft, and 
how they have fpent that age, which was fitteft 
for Pleafuce,in retired Devotion; they cannot but 
turn p^ophane out of defpight, and ftrive to re^ 
deem the time they have mifs- fpent in following 
the advice of mehndioly Scholars. Religion id 
a thing fit only for thofe who are either difcoh- 
tented, or grown weary of the World ; for Men 
who can im no more,^nd whom age hath morti- 
fied into for£iking of their Vices j (hall I forbear 
my mirth, and amorous Songs, and witty Talk 
my Raileries, and modifb Accompliihirients, for I 
know not what ? Shall I^ in the midftof my Bed 
ofFlowers, think of Death, and Judgment; and 
in a P^adife meditate of Hell^ and darken my 
fprightly appreheofions, with fthoke fetched from 
that fiery Furnace ? When the World and its Glo^ 
ries foiile upon me, fliaU I make a fnllen Face^and 
furrow thole Cheeks with my Tears^ which were 

fdrmed on purpofe to be warmed with the fofter 

R kifle^ 
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kifles of the Female Sei? Tbe Men in black 
fpeak for their own Intereft, and God (ute is kinder 
to Men, than to give tliem an appetite to fenfual 
fatisfa6Hons, add then, put Bits and Bridies in 
their Nfoaths to curb tfaem. What need b there 
of this hafte ? And why (hould I apply my felf 
to a Religious Life fo eairly, wheii I have fomo 
forty, fifty, threefcore years before me, and can 
ihake off my follies any time hereafter I 

Thus the weak youflgfter pleads, arid^ianbraces 
thefe motions as Cordials for his (iekfy Paffions, 
as Elixirs for his heated Blood ; Confideration 
would let him fee, that thefe temptations ' are 
Meflengers of the Devil^ threads to lead him in- 
to darknclS, into captivity^ into perfeft flavery, 
and none but a Madman could forbear repycing 
at fo happy a difcbvery. 

When the gray and hoaiT Head from his great 
age infers the greatnefs bf nis Graces^ and hrom 
the multitude of his years concludes . tl^e ihui- 
titude of his Virtues ; flatters himfdf, that God 
loves him, becaufe he hath had little dr no affli- 
dion in the World ; and from his impunity here , 
drkws ah argument to prove his impunity hereaf- 
ter, and fdoths himfelf with God's Favour upon 
this account chiefly, bedaiife he never idifcovered 
Ills anger ' in 'fignal fudgmeiks ; and bklshisSoQl 
tiruft to It, that heuandS fair in the good opinion 
nod efteem of G6d, becaufe his labours in the 
World have '^been crowned with fuceeft ; and be- 
caufe he hath a Garden of BJeny here fetfure^ 
promifes himfdf a Piiradife hereafter; and will 
not be perfwaded ta the contrary, but that his 

Plenty 



PkatfheK is an carneft ofa fiifier Vintage, and 
ridxr Granary. intended for^hiiii in the Land of 
Canaan ; and that 'hi$ longlife on E»th iA a pledge 
of tits' etemal'fifein Heaven; 'What ar& ^ tilde 
bat tempcatiohs, wludi Coin^l(faralion would dtf- 
co^er td ht impoftures, and oonfequfently flied 
bdth: KgKt md py Mo the Sbut ?• ^ ' ^ 

= When the poor litom their Outward' condiide 

theic Sptrituai Poverty, and Witl needs think tint 

they are in a ftsite 5f Grace, beUlife they are in i 

ftate of Want ; when they thiiik that Laxams m^s 

faved, becatile h6 had not wherewMisd to fubfift^ 

and wai admitted into • Ahtihikfs bofom for no ^ 

ther ^esifonybut becatifd he had tid dertaia dwelUdg^ 

■place; vt^err'Ae^ ifti^ine that his Sores alone moun^ 

ted hiiiito Heavedyaod die D6gs1i<l^ lte% was 

tdlth6 motivii iil^ H&ly Angdshad t<y<!any him <M 

thdr Wings ? Wben* they af^e from then* difooA- 

lblat(i£fUte on Earfh^hat thisy nay lawfollflR^- 

•Idft theJtnownDtlcies'^ofReli^ofi^ and fancy that 

tliey^iifiay f^^aj^.ppr, b^cSiTe 'Odd hattitnade 

'iiooiher proviil^n' for them ; liiid' tftat th^'fl^l 

t«^e*(b^ gbdd things in the^jleit' W6ri4; be. 

a^hife tlv^ re<idv^^fo evU tm^\a tins r^tttC 

<fth^ ibaH be ndi4« 'HeaVen,<l^ca0lb ^hey %i^ 

'^iftifute of Con^ences hei<6 dh' 'fiirth } "Tlftt 

th^y nmft neceflariiy be the' loiKb lieft^tef, '^-^tf' 

-catiie they were fiie^rs^ hei^f >iiJdfliaUcer«ruiijr 

•i«joy^ in 'the kc#life, beAttfe- thiey iflbttiai^ 




of rfii% IkA«r ^^ the ifclN^-theii' - Prt^ 
tckatiy^^ on Eartfi, • conelttdS^'i 9^¥ 4>nn)ea#« 
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in H«aVM $ and becaufe they «Fe.-adv«i%ced 9hfS9i 
other Men, thinh ^y may ufe g^ter liberty ifi 
oftndtng God th»i<N:hers; and becaufe they have 
greater Mates thao-themean^ fcurr, may therefore 
.'fin More b(My» add more coafidently ttianithey. 
When they think their Utile Charities will wait 
them over to the fliore of an ha^y Etornity) tb^ 
they feed their Lufts ; and fan<^ , that prepaiption 
for another World confifts in Utde, but being kind 
now and then to a oeedy ^iilan. When they ima- 
gine,, that a L^acy left to the, Poor of the Parilh 
IS 80 adurance of tbek Trea^re, laid up in Hea- 
ven; or thattheor^ving fotnethiag to ap Hojfi- 
tal, will pallttte tbor wilfu) Offences, and thro^jr 
a Cloak oyet them, that God. oiay . riot fee them. 
When from their power thc^ iqfer the lawfulness 
of their Extravag^des , and becaufe tHey. ■ can 
Aand it out and brave the Work), fancy they may 
opprels.the poorer fort, and may fwear and curie 
taaee bcAdly than their Teinuits, and refem, an(l 
«f ront^ and revenge injuries, with great^,juft)ce 
. thanClownSsand Peasants j Wt^i^from the.^ani 
of the Age, .they infer fheir Privilege of being 
QiQre fenfual than: other j^en ; becau^ JPerJ^ 
^ Che fame Quality are not, ai^ie. that tht^ ai^ 
.QMbe foeautious or eircumfpeqbr in their wor^ 
•i|d.waysasotJier.Men« 

; .When the eentiier fort ofiV>ple feel inclioa- 
• Jjy»^» themfelves to bc^aroed of the Gofj^ 
yd to forb^r ppofisfling any zpaji >or fervicncy for 
g««»on ui cpii|p9oy, where Chriil's Blood and 

«W^. whero tho, nmcepcs of tibe Almig^y are 

kmghcd 



laughed at^ and the Gofpel turned into ridieule s 
when they think it's enough to fay their Prayers> 
thd they take great liberty to ttlk fooliChly, and 
imagine it's needlefs to keep their Thoughts fixed 
iipon God in their Devotion, while they perform 
the Task they have been uied to ; when they 
bcgleSt the Publick upcKi flight occafions, and their 
Private Duties for every impertinent vifit thafis 
made to them, and think that God is taken more 
with outward bowings and cringings in his Sfer«* 
vice, than with a Heart melting at the confidera-* 
tion of their Sins ; when they find an unwilling* 
nefs feizG upon their Spir its to reprove either tbeur 
Equals, or Inferiors, for fome notorious Impiety 
they commit ; when they think it below them to 
pray with their Families, to exhort their Servants 
to ferioufnefs, and to fhew a good Example tO: 
thofe that are under their charge ; when they find 
a difpofition to comply with lewd Society, to lai^h 
and (mile, and confent to their frothy fpeeches, and 
abufive refledions, and to conceal the Truth where 
it ought to be profefled and fpoken. 

When the Tradefman thinks of putting off his 
naughty Commodities to the ignorant Cnapman, 
and of circumventing and deceiving his Neigh* 
hour, where his Neighbour underflands not what 
he bi^s ; when he is willing to put off his Devo* 
tion,upon eveiy trivial worldly buflnefs that comes 
in his way ; and to create Dufmefs, rather than 
obey the checks of his Conldence,that chides hka 
for not minding his Spiritual Concerns more^ 
When he is loth to do A£ts of Charity, becaufe he 
hath a Wife aqd Family to mabtain, an4 iaafiaid 
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faeiiiay:watit;hUnfelf«iWh«i):h!?^|hinks that Piety 
fBB.y procure poverty; and ^i«£):n;eis of Life may 
iole turn hisCuftQmers^aQd.fpllowingthewd 
God: may make bbAoquainuflce; leave him; and 
that to be idle io his Shop, is better than reading 
or meditating, or enopJoying .his mind in Contem- 
plations of God's Gqodneis aod Mercy, and the 
Various BleiTing^be hath beftowed upon him. 

When Parents are unwilling to correft and ad- 
monifh their Children, are perfwaded to lee them 
take their courfe, abufe others, and defpife thofe 
they have a grudge againft. When they are 
prompted to connive at them aloQe in their fins 
till they p^row older, and to indulge thepi in their 
Bndecencies till they arrive to a greater iife of 
their reafon. Wh^n their fondnefs bids them ufe 
gentb means, where more fevere Proceedings are 
necefJary, and excufe immodeft (:arriage in them, 
which they are apt to find fault with in the Chil- 
jdreo of their Neighbours. When they are loth 
to inflrudthemin the fear ofGod,lothco initiate 
them in the love of their faithfull Creator ; are ape 
to be more angry with their Children and Ser- 
vants for neglecting their Commands, than the 
Service of God ; and apt to be delighted more 
with their indufiry and pains in Temporal Con- 
cerns, than with their attempts in the affairs of 



their everlaftin^ Salvation; ap£er to teach them 
how to maintam the Pund^io's of their Hoaouft 
than aflert the Glory of God ; and apter to eni> 
courage them in vindicating their Credit aod Re- 
piltatioQ, than in fiscuring this evedalling Tr^safures^ 
or making their Calling and EkSipa tore.. 

Whca 
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When Children Cprovtded they are able ) are 
loth to rdieve their Pareqts^ loth to admioifier un- 
to them Neo^ries; ifio want, unwilling to obey 
thoie wholibm Counfels which their Parents, gui- 
cfed and encouraged by the Word of God, impart 
to them ; unwimng to imitate them in their fe- 
rioufiieft, and Heavenly-mindedneis ; are apt to 
obey their Parents more than God, and apt to do 
evil becaufe their Parents bid them^ thdGod en- 
joins the contrary ; when upon their Parents find- 
ing fault with them,they are moved to expofe their 
infirmities to ^he contempt of others, and to call 
any thing unreaibnable th^ bid them do, becaufe 
it agrees not with their prelent Intereft, when th^ 
find in themfelves an i^ioation to mourn more 
for cUfpleafiagthdr Parents than offending a Grap 
cious God ; and to be more pleafed with the fmiles 
of thofe which have the Government of them , 
than with the light of God's Countenance. 

When Servants are moved to back-bite and re- 
vile their Mailers according to the fleih, find an un- 
willingoeft upon thdurfpirirstohonour the froward 
as well as the gentle, are apt to be unfaithful! to 
them to embezzel their. Goods, and to wrong them 
in things they have commited to their charge ; 
when thougltts of revealing the fecrets of the Fa- 
mily, meerly to fport themielves, arife in their 
minds ; when they find inclinations to be indu- 
ftrious in the^r Nbfiers Prelence, careleis and lazy 
in their Abfence, to put them off with Eye-fcrvice 
as Men^pleafers, to murmur againft the lawful! in. 
jun6l:ioos,toanfwer icain if rebuked for their fiiults 
and to coQfpireagainft themby way of revenge. 

K 4 What 
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What vt all thefe motions and tndinations^but 
temptations of the great deftroyer of Mens Souls? 
Thefe are fome of the Gins and Stratagems, 
.whereby he doth infenfibly mine the greateft 
part of Mankind ; tfecaufe they look like our own 
Thougfars,therefore we jfufpe^l no Enemy^and be- 
caufe he pingles his fuggeftions with our own 
imaginations, and gives them the fame fhape, we 
know nothing to (he contrary, but that they are 
friendly motions ; but notwithfianding all this, 
they are Meflen^ers that come out of the Camp 
of the Philiflines^ from the Leaguer of Hell ; 
and we may confidently affirm, That whatever 
Thought, Reafon, Argument, fuggeftion, Propo- 
fition^ Imagination, would difcourage us from a 
clofe adherence unto God, from a fervent Love to 
pur Gracious Redeemer, from earnefl breathings 
and pantings after him, from relying on him, and 
pbeying him ; and encourage us to any thing that^ 
difpleafing to God, or contrary to Chrifth Rule? 
and Injuhdions, or prejudicial to the Honour of 
God, or tp the welfare of our Neighbour, or to a 
good Confcience, whether the Suggedion be im- 
mediately, likie Lightning, fhoc, and darted into 
|:he Mind, or conveyed immediately by our cor- 
ppipd Hearts,or by the World,or by the Adverfary, 
or by Profperity, or by ^ood Report, or by evil Re- 
port ; they are Temptation; of the Enemy,which, 
pow piaufible foever, defign nothing but our decay 
in gooduje&^and in the favour of God,aod the lofs of 
^Mt Spiritual Comfort and Refrefhn^eqr. Confide- 
pationl examines the end of all thefe inqtions, and 
ifindiijg but thj? ini&hief they drive at, difcover* 
' ing 
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uigtheTempeft they aim at, it cannot but give 
great &tisfadtion to a rational Man, that would 
not be a ftranger to himfelf. 

lodeed, none are more fenfible of the pleafure 
of this Confideration, than thofe whom God's 
Spirit hath raifed from the Death of Sin, and who 
have efcaped the Pollutions of the World through 
Luft. Thefe reflefb with more than ordinary de- 
light on the Snares,from which they have in a great 
meafure been delivered^ And tho' they are dill 
fubjeft to Temptation, yet that which very much 
contents them, is that they are not ignorant of Sa« 
tan's devices. To fee all his workings under ground^ 
to fee the ftepshegoes by, and while he thinks we 
are blind, and do not mind to arm themfelves a* 
gainft them, increafes the fatisfaftion. Fancy you 
fee Faux in the Cellar laying his Faggots in order, 
digging a hole in the ground, and laying a train of 
Gunpowder, while the wretch fufpci^s no Man that 
takes notice of him. • The undifcovered Spedator 
kaows he can crufh his defigns in a moment, and 
therefore with Pity and pleafure beholds the 
iodufiry of the Caitif : They fee the. windings and 
turnings of the Enemy, and can laugh at the mife- 
rable mifts he ufes to deceive them. They fee his 
goings, and his ways, and can trace the Foe in all 
his Stratagems* They fee his juggles, and how 
he teazes the Sinner day and night. 

Look, O my Soul I look upon yonder Sinner, 
that hath renounced his follies, and yet goes droop- 
ing under the burthen of his Sins. Doll not thou 
fee the Enemy behind him ? The Foe can make 
him prefume no longer> and therefore he feeksto 

drive 
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drive hikn to Di^fpair ; and he that before told the 
wretch ofGardenSyiand Walks, and Pleafares, now 
ihewshim nothing but Hell, and a burnii^ Lake. 
He that before reprefented God. to him as a migh- 
ty Sardanapalus^ one that dc^h not mind fuch tittle 
things as Sins, now fets out God arrayed in a 
Habit of Vengeance, and as one who doth but 
watch for an opportunity to cohdmin him. He 
that before gave him words fofter than Oil, now 
difcovers to him drawn Swords ; and he that be- 
fore flatter'd him with Beds of Rofcs, and Couches 
of Ivory, and few'd Pillows under his Elbows, 
now gives him a profpeft of nothins but Hacks 
and Tortures ; and that which before feemed 
only a harmlefs Butter»fly,now turns into aii ugly 
Toad. He that before made the Burning lighter 
than Straw and Stubble, now makes his tittle Fin- 
ger heavier than his Loins; and aflures him, that 
what feemed but a Goud before, is all Hill and 
Mountain now. He that •before talked of no- 
thing but Mercy*fe0s, now changes his Note, 
and knows of no otiier Remedies, but Tribunals 
of Judgment. He that before made the fiUy 
Wretch betieve, that God had no Voice but that 
of Mercy, no Scepter but that of Love, makes 
God all Thunder and Lightning now. 

Judas believes him, and is loft; Mary Magdalen 
itts the Impofture, and Efcapes ; ihe refls upon 
Chrift's Word, and is convinced, that there is no 
Sin that's capable of true Repentance, but is ca- 
;pabie of Pardon too; and that Chrift is fo far 
from eafting thofe away that come to him with an 
humble iind contrite Spirit, that the greatelt Eaib 

and 
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and Refreihment is their Portion* She fees, that 
the poor ip Spirit have a right to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and that thofe that mourn, Cball never 
be defiitu|:e of Comfort. She is fenfible how 
happy that Perfon is that feels his Heart bleeding, 
and melting upon the account of his former Sins, 
and can make his Bed to fwim with Tears. She 
is fenfible the Holy Ghoft moves upon thefe Wa* 
ters, and that fuch a Perfon is indeed Baptized 
with Water and the Holy Ghoft. 

This ihe beholds, and beholds with pleafure« 
Confideration gives he( a profpe6): of the DeviPs 
fubtilty, and her Eyes gu(h out with Tears of Joy. 
And certainly, if it be a greater pleafure to fee, 
than to grope in the dark ; a greater pleafure to 
know the Precipices I am hurried into, than to 
have them hid from mine eyes ; a greater pleafure 
to fee the brink of Deftruaion I do iland upon, 
than to be ignorant of it ; Confideration muft be a 
Pleafure, for this fliews me the deep Rock, Temp- 
tation, this Ignis fatuHS^ Would have led me to the 
Ditch this falfe light would have flatterM me into, 
the fatal Sea this falfe Star would have feduced me 
into. This muft necef&rily fill me with gladnefs, 
for it gives me a profpedl of the Whirl-pool,where 
the Devil thought to have fplit my Vedel ; the 
S^ndsj againft which I was to have (Iranded ; the 
Earthquake, that fhould have made me fink into 
the ground; and of the terrible Tempeft, that 
ihould have carried me away. 

How have I feen a Traveller rejoice, when, 
waking in the morning, he hath feen the Water, 
Off the Mine, he muft have heceffarily tumbled 

, into 
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into, if he had gone but one ftep further,and had 
not ftopt where he did; How doth he admire the 
Providence which hath preferved him? Aaidhow 
doth he go on in his way, rejoicing that he hath 
fccn the Gulph he might have ruflied into,and cfca- 
ped it ! And O Sinner ! doft not thou think thou 
fliouldft rejoice to find by Confideration, that thy 
averfenefs trom Religion, thy backsvardnefs to De- 
votion, thy unwiltingnefs to fpend time in private 
Meditations, thy excufationsofSin, thy palliations 
of extravagant defires, thy pleadings for licentiouf- 
nefs, thy apologies for pfeafing the Lufts of thy 
Fle(h,thy cagcrnefs to run into evil Company, thy 
defires to wallow in Uncleannefs, thy longings aN 
ter things God^s Word forbids, thy inclination to 
Unbelief,that all thefe are temptations of the Devil, 
Corn which that Fowler ipreads and fcatters before 
the unwary Birds, to kill, and to deftroy them ? 
Confideration would difmantle Satan, pull off his 
Mask and Vizard, and convince thee, that the 
fweetnefs of the Potion is but to make the Poifon 
go down more glibj and however the Pill may 
be gilded, it is but to dazzle thee into Love with 
Eternal Ruin. This would tell thee. Look, here 
was the Cave into which thou fliouldft have been 
dragged, and then Murder'd behind this Bufh ; be- 
hind this Temptation, lay the Lion watching thy 
playing with the Bait. This Device was to have 
made thee weary of Religion, the other was to have 
drawn away thy affefltions from God. And what 
Man of fenfe can refleft on thefe hidden things of 
Dillionefty, he hath efcaped, without Bleffing the 
Almighty,. and going on like the Eunuch, Aits 9. 
39. in his way rejoicing. V. Inh 



V. Impediments 

y* Danger of lojifig thfir mtlawful Gain. It's t 
thing not qnutual for Men to thrive by Cm^ and 
to pjFOfper by iniquity, to grow rich oy oMtdr 
Aon, and to advanpe in wealth by ufliawfiil Cal* 
lings; to get Mon^y;by pleaiiog (xJier Men ia 
their ]tuft» and to procure a tivclyhodd by iojth 
ilice^ and comply spg: with the vi^^f the i&ge 
w^ live i». The fPc»«l aMift kf^yp foQie rewarda 
to be(loW| elfe bis I^uaiBd^ wwlAfpon ei^pirc; 
aiid iho' hisr Reufards^.as well •$ Tenn^tfttions, are 
deceitful^ yet a^?Kardp ^they arf^.ffid being pre- 
lent and vifible^ and confequently apt to xookc 
the d^p^r Im^^flipns, they invite more ftrongly, 
andcare^ Men; into iDffiresaind j^potite* Meti 
many tjlmes would hot venture on iin, but thtt 
they believe it is the way to eain^ and the known 
ro^d to AdvantpigQ and jSmoiiiment Aqd^as Sio 
is judgcjdi to bephp way to profit,, fo they look 
up^ i(:/^ the only means to preierve what they 
have gdt and acquired^ . 

^l Ahfal^ had no^ t\ad a KingdoQiin his eye^ 
he would hardly have dared to Rebel, and Viper** 
like^.p^ey'd upoii the Bowels that did feed and 
nonrifh jbinii Demos fees hoW; pleoti&Uy ^ 
Heathen Prieils did live^ what Qedit, what Ho* 
nofir, what Wealth and Glory they enjoyed, and 
that makes him for(ake Chriftiantty, and embrace 
their ways. It was Gaki made Demetrius fo zed* 
lom for the worfhip of Diam ; and the Mafiers ff 

thfit Damffl x\ax bad a Familiar ^iri^ ib carn# 

for 
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for telling of Fortunes, and unlawful Diviaadofls. 

It is this, that makes thoufands comply with 

Mens {infill Humours ; and unwillingnels to lofe 

a temporal Advantage, makes them jc^ on- in a 

-eouife which perhaps they do dtflike. Tell thbbi 

of their Sin, and how dangerous it is ; the An- 

>fwer is, Th^. cannot help it, and becaufe they 

;ttiuft not M%nt Bread, tbey.muft nectiMiVf con- 

tiooeto offend Ood. Their Maintenance Is Wrapt 

up in their Tfanfgr^lfion i and having Uid it doWn 

as a Maxim^ Tmt nothing can be ui that makes 

for dftir Profit and Gimofattnent, they defbnd their 

^in and theirGain tdgeth^,«and juflihe the hat by 

•the other, fft that hath bOt'little to live upon in 

the World, wittt-fhould he do bat feelt ^ppoft, 

. where ht ^n ^d it ? Aiid if Providence i^aft his 

Lot amorlgMeh that wifl^e him nothing,' or 

Hop op thfe feivfelf of theirBbunty to htmi iexcept 

-lib ^ ' as ttky do ; flatter their- inordinate^ defires, 

'ahd'accoram^ace his Will i?6 theirs, and Eye^'aiKl 

•Swear, and Drink with than, and cofnrffend their 

lewder Dbingsj he niuft take that n^^, ^tbere 

being no other within profp^. ' ".' ' ''. '^ • ' 

r" Tliis, it'^fikd mede;^i«&<ij turn Hark«,'ai^d 

inany of the Jews Publieam, and £xtbni6nen« 

l^ay ^it blinds th^ Eye^ and Whatever Men d6,k)0Jcs 

1)i#iiUe6, M^lke ' Gain is thp , Mdntlb,- -km doth 

•tover it; This ihade ffopbki and fhmehas iha6ie 

'theii^Proteffion. and ir?/^'' pervert JuBtiA 'This 

-made fueHes^ TWiifoif, and' the ' PharifetS' guil- 

■fy of moft mbtbrious Htt^rifie: L6M1 whsjt 

doth' not-hope Of pref<?rrteht make •Mert* 'dov 

-And how*«U Reiigidtf laid afide, wftttregreei- 

' ' aineft 



ditteft after Gain, begins to eogrds the Faculties ? 
This cnadle the Jews become Idolaters. And we' 
know who ttey were, that told thrPk-ophet fere* 

mjfi As for the voenl that them haftfpoken unto $tsm 
the Name of the Lof^j we mii^ot hearken $a$to thee; 
BUt rve voi II certainly do whatfoever thh^ goes forth 
out of our own mouthy to burn' incenfi unto thednetn 
^ fieakin^ arid to pour out drikk-offMngs untoVer ; 
for then toe had plenty off^iQuals^ ind were welly and 
faw no evil. Butjfnce w0 left off to hum ifkenfe to 
the Queen offfea^Ven^ and tO' pour out drink-offerings 
u)ao her^ we ha^e waited a A things^ and have been 
eonfiimed hy the fword^' atid iy ^e famine. 70^44. 

And indeed this Ptincipte, that a finfbl Life 
is the only ][Mr«fftable file, doA To fpread and in* 
feOt tl^ Heaits of Men, that nidft are afraid to 
fit down and tonfider their #2^s^ ibr fear ICon* 
iiddfttion fhould make theiti we^try of a finful 
l^\ aad confei][uently make theni quit and cafhier 
the gam and profit Ihey do f ^p by it« Profit 
is fhe'great G«$dde<s ; tti6 ^6Hd adores, and ^o 
preferve that, Men employ their drench and 
friends, and make Ufe of all Oppontinities to 
fecure it j it's that which rtiey are truly jealous 
of, atad ^hrch is as dear to them as their live^, 
ami which makes them climb Rocks, and clamb^ 
Motintains, and fight their Way through all Iiiip 
pediments thait would oppofe and crois it: Tou<di 
that, khd you touch the appld of their eye ; aild 
whatever caufe they are ^eailous for, thou^ 
other Reafoils may be pretended, yet t^bfit add 
Intereft commonly is the true caufe that in^ames 

^ their 
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tbeiir PafSodSs and makes their Spirits kr^ent 4 
aad they feldom matter whether it be by lawfull 
or unlawfull ways that they bove made their For- 
tunes, fo they be but made and advanced tofuch 
. a pitchy they 11 be fure to Proted what they have 
purchafed ; and it li flot an eafie matter ihall 
ibatch it out of their dutches. 

Confideration, that: unruly faculty would create 
\ill thoughtsof fuch . gain in their minds ; fugged: 
. to them the fate of Men^ who make Confcience 
truckle to their Intereft, how they mate God a 
ilave to Man^and tho Almighty a fervantto the 
bafeft; Mafter, even to the World; than whkh, 
nothing can be more contemptible ! How by that 
means they bring in Atheifm, and deny Gbd's Be- 
ing, it being all one^no God^ and a God thars fub- 
jtQ: to the Creature,aod how fearful confecjuently 
^ their end muHhe^ their Proceedii^ being m effe^ 
nothing but a derifion of the Deity. And there- 
fore as Men that are loth to meet their Creditors^ 
and when they fee them afar off, turn out of the 
way, that they may have no occafion tofpeak to 
. them i fo the generality of Men do carefully (hun 
Confideration^as an unhappy Remembrancer, that 
will pu( theni in mind of things they do not deiire 
to hear, and touch the Sore they would dot have 
' bandied or meddled withal, and fearch into thofe 
Wounds they y;o\i\d not have healed up, or come 
under the hand of a Phyfician^ / I do but thinlf^ 
wUt.a world of a Religious Men we (hould have, 
how Men would flock toChrift from all corners, 
. whai a number of pious Souls would appear ini 
, all places, if we couid alOfure them, that 3 ferbus 
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Life will for certairifurnifti them wif h an eflate an- 
fvirtrihk to their Luxurious appetite ; and I am apt 
to believe, were Men confident, and could they 
tru/l to it, that they fhould get an eftate of 9 or 
I ooco /. per Annumj by frequent reading, praying, 
ineditating, and obedience to Chriil's Commands, 
the greats ft part would make a hard fhift to con- 
iider how to leave their fins and vices, and apply 
themfelves to reformation ; we fliould hear no more 
of the excufes they now make, thfkt they have no 
time, or that their condition is fuch, that they 
cannot ferve God as they fhould. The impofli- 
bilities, they now pretend, would all vaniih ? and 
they that now rack, and torment^ and ti^e therii- 
felves for a little Profit, upon profpeft of fo con- 
iidef&ble ah advantage, would turn their pains and 
labour another way, and become very devout 
Worftiippers of the Holy Jefiis, and find no fuch 
trouble in a^ cirCumfpeft life, as now they do. On^ 
gredt reflfon why the Jews did not believe in Jefus^ 
Was, becaufe he came without a Royal Train. They 
expefted a Meftas^ that ihould ride in triumph, 
trufti the Heathen world, itiake the reft of Mankind 
flaves to the feed oi Ahrahamj and enrich ail his 
Countreymen with the fpoilof potent nati<)ns : and 
had the Lord Jefus given them affuranteS, that all of 
them fhould have had preferment in his Court,and 
be put into gainful Offices, whereby they mighiJ 
enrich themfelves, ajid their wiv^es, and Children; 
and live at the;r cafe to the fatirfadiort of the 
fleihand pieafing their fenfulal appetite; where 
one adhered to him, there would h^e been a hun- 
Arcdy thit would have flocked to his Tent,and ve- 



ry few flood out, or, with the invited guefts in the 
Gofpcl, anfwered, I pray thee have wd excufeJ. 

Should Chrift appear in a vifible Ihape from 
Heaven to the Swearer, or Drunkard, or Forni- 
cator, or Adulteror, or Covetous, or any other of 
the finfal Herd, with vaft glittering Treafures in 
his hand; nay, could we the Minifters of the Gofpel, 
fecure fuch a Lordibip, fuch a Priocipalitv, fuch a 
Kingdom, fuch an Empire, to any of thefe Sin-, 
ners, upon condition they would part with their 
Vices J fure it would be a mighty temptation to 
them, to ihake hands with their darling Impieties; 
for I fee they fell their Souls to the Devil for x, 
3, or 400/. many times; and I am fo charitable 
as to think, they would fave them for a far more 
confiderable fum. 

It's like fome would be fo brutifli, fo fwinilh, 
fo fottifli, (and yet but very few neither) that 
would rather flarve, than leave their Sins ; dwell 
rather in a Hogfty, than renounce wallowing in 
t|he mire of their follies ; and live upon bread and 
;ivater, rather than deny their luflful defires ; and 
floop to the meanefl, lowefi:, and mofl fordid con* 
dition in the World, rather than bow to the noble^ 
Commands of Chrift Jefus ; but one might en- 
gage fafely for the generality of Sinners, Profit 
and Riches being the great Load*flone that makes 
Men willing to do any thing. 

I fee how, if a Prince, or other great Perfoo, 
men depend upon, or exped: fomething from, dif- 
like fuch a Sin, that they are guilty of, they can 
forbear it, and comply with their Prince's will and 
devotion. I read of TheoJoJius the younger, how 

all 
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all the Courtiers betook themfelves to Religious 
exerciics, when the Emperor and his Sifter would 
encourage none but thofe did (o ; and the Court 
became a kind of Monaftery, fo ftrong an influx 
ence had the Emperor's Example^ and Will, on all 
that depended on his favour. When Dionyfius of 
Syracufe applied himfelf to Philolbphyy and coun- 
tenanced none but Philofophers, moft Men, that 
expe9-ed any Grace from him, became Students 
of Philtjfophj. I fee how a Perfon of Qiiality can 
frown all his Family into ferioufnefs i andthe moft 
vicious Servant he hath, for fear of lofing his Ma- 
iler's Favour, and the good Place he hath undei* 
him, will find a way, tor Profits fake, to fubdue 
his Inclinations, and take leave of a (inful Pleafure^ 
fince it is fo, that he cannot enjoy that and bis 
Mafters good will together. And therefore could 
we promife Temporal Crowns and Scepters, and 
Eftates, and were we able to perform our promife^ 
upon Men's quitting of their Sins, it s Very pro- 
bable Holinefs and Serioufnefs would be mainly 
embraced and followed, and what is now out of fa* 
ihion, would be as much the mode then ; and d 
perfon that woukl not conform to the Rules add 
Orders of a ferious Life, would look like an An- 
tick, as much as he doth now, that dares be tru« 
ly good in a finful and adulterous generation. 

But feeing all the Divinity we teach, cannot ifl- 
creafe their Trade, and make their Rocks drop with 
Honey, and fill their Trunks with Ihiding Clay, 
they look upon that Holinefs we prefs and redom- 
mend to them, as a very beggarly bufinels^ and 
mind it only on the Bye, when they have nocbinj 
dfe to do« L % An( 
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And this is it, confirms them in their fancy^Tfaatf 
a loofe and vicious Life is the only gainful Life, a 
Maxim notorioufly falfe, and which Confidera- 
tion would fbon fcatter, wer» it but oilledin to do 
its Office ; This «would pull them by the fkeve, 
and bid them look on the Covetous Gehazi ; hov 
be got indeed by lying^but with his gain inherit;- 
ed the Leprofie ; and how ip the £ime manner the 
Leprofie of fin will cleave to their Souls, harden 
their hearts, make them averfe from goodnefs^ 
and render their repentance difficult, if not impof- 
ilble ; and how this is but the Devils policy , by 
thefe little things, to rob them of the greater; and 
deludes them with thefe dreams, that when the 
day of the la(l Judgment (hall dawn, they may find 
themfdves the mod miferable creatures under 
Heaven ; how by this their finful gain , they arm 
the Enemy againft themfelves, and put a Sword 
into his hand to deflroy and kill them, this would 
reprefent to them,howtheir gain, which hath fo ill 
a foundatioh, muft neccilarily be a moth in their 
Eflates ; and how promifmg foever their gettings 
may be for the prefent, they will foon bring a 
confumption on their fortune, and prepare for 
their greater forrow and vexation,, This would 
reprefent to them , how fuch gain doth purcbafe 
the wrath of God, and procures t^eafures of God*s 
indignation, how it prognofticates a more plenti* 
ful condemnation, and is apreiage of richer flames 
hereafter* This will lay before them that faying 
of Chrift, Mat. 1 6. x6. What fball it profit a Man^ 
if he gain the whole World ^ and lofe his own Sonli 
or what Jhalla Mfin give in exchange for his Souti 

this 
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this would fliew them their ftupcndous folly, 
in venturing eternal Torment for a little Trafli ; 
and difco?er to them^ how dear they buy their 
plenty. 

Confideration would let them fee. That a fe- 
rious Life, is in defpite of all the fuggeilions of 
the Devil to the contrary, the way to the greateft 
gain, and yeilds the mod durable profit, and lays 
a foundation for riches, which grow not old , and 
fade not away : That Ahraharrt^ Faith made him 
richer, than his Pofleffions did, and that God^s 
feying to him, I am thy fhield, and exceeding 
great reward, proclaimed him more wealthy, than 
aU the Spoil be might have taken when he return* 
ed from the Slaughter of the Rings ; that nothing 
can be of greater value than divine Love, and 
that peace with God is a far greater treafure, than 
all the Gold oiOphir : and Reconciliation by the 
blood of Jefus, a nobler pofleffion, than all the 
Jewels and Pearls of the Indian M onarchs ; and 
that the Apoflle was in the right, when he counted 
all things but lojs and dung^ for the excellency cf the 
knowledge ofChrifi^ Phil. 3. 8. 

This woirld (hew them. That Friendfliip with 
God, and fellowihip with the Father, and his Son 
Jefus Chrift, is worth more than Ten thoufand 
Worlds, and reprefent to them the groans of the 
damned in Hell, who, were they to live over thtir 
days again, would fell all they bad to purchafe th s 
Pearl, and ^ve Ten thoufand millions of gold, if 
they had them, for his Friendfhip ^ becaufe this 
Friendfliip would blow out their Flames, and cool 
their burning Tongues, which all that mafs of 
WeJthwiUnotdo. L3 Con- 
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Confideration would lay open all the riches 
a ferious Life pjrocures ; it would let them fee 
that the interceuion of Chrift Jefus, is entailed 
upon^t, a ble/Iing inconfiderable in the eyes of 
the World, but which Men will one day fet a 
higher price upon, whpn it is too late. A bleP- 
fing, which neither Tantalus his Wealth, nor Zi- 
anius his < Hand, nor Ckopatra^s Jewels, nor 
jigatbpcUs his Golden Veflels, nor Cnefus bis 
Podeflions, nor Crajfas his Demefiis can paralleL 
To have an Advocate in Heaven, who anfwers 
^1 the Cavils and Exceptions, and Accufations 
of the Devil againft our fincere Endeavours, 
who controulx the rage and malice of the Enemy^ 
ileps in while the Foe is arguing againft us, fliews 
his Merits, his Wounds, and the Marks of his 
Nails, and makes our imperfe£l: Services pats for 
current Coin in the Court of the Higbeil, co- 
vers the weakneflcs and infirmities of our Duties, 
perfumes our Devotions with the precious odours 
t)i his Satisfadion, offers up our Prayers in his 
golden Cenfer, throws his Garment over us^ 
fiops the lion's mouth that's opened againft us, 
/contrives our Happinelis, prpmotes our Interefl: 
with God, and pleads, not to caft us away from 
his prefence, nor to take his Holy Spirit from 
US; what profit there is in having fuch an In* 
terceflbr, none will e'er long be more fenfible of, 
than thofe who have been deftitute of the be- 
nefit of this Interceffion, and indeed none ftiare 
in that Mercy, - but Men that dare appSy them? 
&lves to that ferious Life, whereof Confideration 
|stheKey« 

CpiJ- 
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^ Confidcration would Ihew them, That this fe- 
rious Life gains the aflfiftance and Illumination of 
God's Spirit. A mercy of that moment, that with- 
out it the greatefl Thilofopher is but a Dunce ; and 
a Man lies expofed to all the infinuations of Se- 
ducers, is like the wave of the Sea, toft to arid 
fro, and his Wine of the Vine of SoJom^ and' of 
the Fields of Gomorrah^ his Grapes are Grapes of 
Gall, and his clufters bitter, his Vine is th^ 
poifon of Dragons, and the venom of Afps, that 
is, even his Devotions are Abominations. And 
indeed, to have the mind fo purged, as to fee 
the vanity and emptinefs of all lubl unary 0\> 
jefts, the beauty of Holinefs, the odioufnefs and 
loathfomnefs of Sin, the Tranfcendent excellency 
of God, the defigns of God's Providence, the 
methods of God's Mercy, the reafonablenefs and 
equity of his proceedings, and to be fo aflifted 
firom above, as to dare to oppofe the moft plea- 
fing Temptations, though they charm never fo 
wifely ; and to efteemotie hour's communion with 
God, above all the Preferments and Glories of the 
World ; ( for in this manner the Holy Ghoft af- 
fids thofe that apply tliemfelves to a ferious cir- 
camfpeft Life,) he that fees no profit, no gain, 
no advantages in this Privilege, may jufily be 
fuppofed to be quite blinded by the God ot this 
World. 

Cbnfideration would let them fee, That the 
Promifes of the Gofpel, are orherguifc Riches 
than plenty of Corn and Wine and Oil ; that 
there is no Diftrefs, no Calamity, no Mifery, 
wherein thefe Promifes cannot hold a Believers 

L 4 head 
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|iead,and fupport him againft fainting; thatthefo 
Can give content, when nothing in the world caa 
quiet the Soul; and that thefe can niake Mgn 
triumph, when they are made as the filth of the 
World, and as the ofFfcowring of all things. 

Confideration would let them fee the unfpeajc- 
able gain which attends the ferious, fincere, and' 
felf-denying Chriftian, when he comes to die; how 
little he is frighted, how big his hopes and expeda- 
tions grow, how contentedly he leaves the World, 
Jhow the thoughts of the everlafting riches he 
looks for, fupport him, how God compofes his 
Spirit with reflexions upon his approaching reft, 
how his Death is nothing but a fleep, from which 
]ie will in a ihort time awake again, and open his 
eyes, and behold the Lord fitting on his throne, 
ft retching forth his fcepter of his love to him, and 
^(Turing him that the day of Salvation is come, 
that the everlafting Spring is at* hand, which will 
jnakc him forget the tedioufnefs of his travels, the 
burthens of his former life, and whatever in this 
World looked like anguilh and calamity. This 
would Ihew them, that the immarcefcibic Crown 
pf glory, the reward of a ferious Life, doth infi- 
nitely tranfcend all\hat the World can imagin to 
jbe advantageous and profitable. 

Nay, Confideration would difcover to them. 
That a ferious circumfpeft ]Life, entitles men 
to ternporal gain, as well^s to Spiritual apd 
Eternal advantages, This would ihew them, 
that more Men arc ruined in their Efjtates^ by 
k Viciousj than there are by a Religious Con« 
verfation; and that * Drunkards, Whoremongers, 

' ^ ' • ' ' Adul- 
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Adulterers, Ainbitious,and Quarrelfom Men, brtak 
fooner and oftner in the World,than thofe whofc 
bu/inefs is to keep a Confcience void of oiSencc 
towards Goc;! ^nd Man. This would fhew them^ 
that this World's Goods arc riot ingrofled, or pof- 
fe/Ied altogether by Mefl, who flight God and 
their oiya Souls ; but that even many of thofe, 
who truly fear God, have a very large (hare in 
temporal plenty and profperity, and that many 
times Men thrive the betbr for a ferious I ife, and 
a fecret bleflSng attends them. Plenty fleals upon 
them beyond expectation ; and as if fome good 
Angel were at work for them, Riches fjow infen- 
fibly upon them, and every thing they undertake 
doth profper, infomuch that themfelves cannot 
but wonder at their inpreafe. 

This would convince them, that many Men, 
wljo during their ungodly Convcrfation, could 
not thrive, nad fignally profpercd in the World, 
as fbon as they have applied themfelves to a fe- 
rious Life, that the hcc of their affairs hath 
been changed ; that Manaffeh who had nothing 
but trouble and Didrefs to attend him, while he 
Wallowed in his Iniquities, upon his return to 
the God of his Fathers, was brought back un- 
to his Kingdom, and lived in Wealth and 
Plenty ; that Nelucbadnezzar , wjid for his 
Pride and Irifolence, was driven out of his own 
Dominions by his Subjefts ; tJpon his fobriety, 
and acknowledging his folly, and adoring the 
God of Heaven, was on a fiidden reftored to 
his former Grandeur, and that a ferious Man 
is beft qualified for getting profit, and encrea- 

iing 
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fi:^ ta cftate $ and that the generality of Men 
liad rather deal with a confciencious Man, than 
with a perfon who is carele& of all things but his 
€wn Intered, as knowing, that being confcien- 
cious, he dares not cheat or deceive them, but 
wAl think himfelf obliged to deal juftly and ho- 
aefUy ^th them, and do by (hem, as he would 
have others do by him ; and that this is the 
great misfortune of Ungodlineft, and the glory of 
a ferious Life, that one wicked Man dares not 
truft another, but both good and bad dare truft 
him, who (lands in awe of God, and makes it his 
great care and (ludy how to pleafe him. 

This would (hew them, that the ferious Man 
in being charitable, takes the readied way to pro- 
fper in his (ecular Concerns; and that as great ^ 
Paradox, as it may feem to fenfual Men, there k 
not a greater truth in the World, than that which 
Solmmm fpeaks of, Prov. ii. 34. There is he that 
jcattereth and jet encreafetb. This would lay be- 
fore them the Examples of Men, who by conie- 
crating a great part of their Edate and Incomes 
to pious and charitable Ufes, have enlarged their 
,Fortunes,andby cafling their Bread upon the water 
have found it again with Tntereft after many days, 
who have denied themfelves in their fuperfluities, 
land yet are grown rich; given away, and yet got 
more than they had in times paft. This would lead 
them into the pleafant Field of God^s Providence, 
and (hew them how that wife and gracious God 
. wheels and turns things about for the good of thofe 
. that dare trud him for a recompence, and makes 

that 



of ConfitidMtiotu 15$ 

that Money which was laid out for the ufe of the 
Needy, return with advantage and ufury. 

A remarkable Example whereof I cannot but 
alledge upon this occafion. In N/^^i^ there was 
a Religious Woman, who had a Man that was 
a Heathen for her husband. They were poor, 
yet by hard Labour had got Fifty pounds toge- 
ther ; whereupon the Husband thought good to 
put it out to Intereft, that they might not fpend 
upon the main flock. His Wife, being a Chri- 
fiian, readily told him, that none paid a greater 
Intereft for Money lent him, than the God of the 
Chriflians. The Man pleafed with the news, de- 
mands where this God was to be met with? The 
Woman told him at fuch a Church, where he had 
Deputies to receive the Sum. They take Money 
and to the Church they go, where they faw fome 
poor Widows fitting; Thefe arc the Deputies of 
the Gods of the Chriftians, faid the woman, who 
will receive your Mone/, and pay you Intercfh 
The Man not much pleafed with his fecurity, yet 
over-perfwaded by his Wife, lets the poor Wi- 
dows have the Money, who not knowing the 
Mans intent thankfully received it. 

A quarter of a year after, the Man finding him- 
felf pincht for want of Neceflaries, bids his Wife 
go and demand a quarter of a years Interefl ; to 
^A'hich (he replies, that if he would goto thofe 
poor widows, and demand the Ufe, me did not 
doubt but he might have it. 

He goes and expoflulates with thefe perfons, 

but what he had given them w^s confumed , and 

>hcy were fo far from paying him Interefl, that 

they 



thc)'^ were ready to beg more of him ; with that 
be goes fad and forrowfu! out of the Church; 
but going, he fpies a piece of Gold, one of them 
^eces he had given to the {)Oor, which acciden- 
tally it feems he had dropt, in his diftribution of 
the Sum upon the floor, he takes it up, goes home, 
complains to his wife of the cheat thofe poor Wi- 
dows had put upon him. She bids him truft that 
God whom he had lent the Money to, and take 
that piece he had found, and buy necef&ries for 
their Family. He goes his way to the Market- 
place, and among other things buys fome Fifh, 
which were to be drefsi*d for Dinner. 

His Wife opening one of the Fiihes, finds in the 
Belly a precious Stone, which betrayed its Worth 
by its unufual gKftering. The Man carries it to 
a Jeweller, who prefently gives him three hundred^ 
pounds for the Jewel, at whichthe Man tranf- 
iported,fiills a praifmgof the God of the Chriflians, 
and himfelf becomes one, aftoniihed with the Pro- 
vidence which had fo miraculoufly difpofed of the 
fecond caufes for his fignal profit and emohi- 
ment. 

Confideration would let them fee how various 
God*s Temporal Bledings are, which very often 
light on the Head of a ferious Religious Man; 
and tho he had no Trade, which flands in need 
of Augmentation, but a (landing Revenue, how 
yet God may watch over him fo, that he ihall 
lofe little, and all he undertakes fhall profper ; 
that his Houfes fhall be preferved from ^re, and 
his Cattle from decay; that tixs fields fhall bring 
forth plentifully, and his LaJDids h as the Gars/en of 

the 
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the Urdi thathe fliall fee his Pofterity advance vx 
Wealth and Honour, and his Childiens Childreai 
fjrow as the Lilies^ and ff read their Branches as the 
Cedars in Lebanon* 

Confideration would let them fee^ How a 
whole Kingdom thrives, where Serioafnefi and 
the Fear of God is encouraged with vigour and 
fincerity^ What a darling a ierious Prince ts to 
his Subjefts, how well they love him, how highly 
they efteem him, and how plentifully and con- 
tentedly they live under his Ihadow. This would 
lay before them the Examples oiDaviJj of Sol0^ 
»wif,of Hezekiahy oij^fiah^oi Antonine^ Princes, 
for whom their Sub)efts would have in a manner 
pull*d out their own Eyes, and given them to 
them J the Riches, the Honours, the Triumphs, 
the Viaories, the Carefles of Foreign Monarchy 
that were heaped upon them, and all bccaufe 
they did that which was right in the fight of God. 
This would refrefh their Memories, how upon a 
publick Humiliation God hath been entreated^ 
and the Judgments, under which a Nation 
groany , have been averted j and the Heavens, 
wluch before were turned into Brafs,have vifited 
the Earth again with Showers, and the former 
Scarcity hath been tranformed into plenty and 
abundance ; and how God hath feea their Works, 
that they turned from their evil Ways, and 
hath repented himfelf of the evil he hath 
&id, he would do unto them, and hath not done 
it. 

Confideration would let them iee, chat though a 

fcrious Man Ihould decay in the World and his 
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Confcientioufnefs be the caufeofhis Ruin, 3^ 
he would have more to fupport him under his 
Lofles than another Man, for how ihould not he 
be able to fupport himfelf , that hears the Son of 
God faying to him, That there is no Man that 
hath left Father and Mother, Lands and Houfes, 
Brethren and Sifters, for his fake, or for Righteouf. 
nefs fake, whether voluntary, or forced to it by 
Enemies, but fhall receive a hundred fold in this 
life, that is in grace, and comforts of the Holy 
Ghoft, and in, the World to come everlafting life, 
Mark lo- 19. 3. and it could not but be a very 
great fati&fadion, that it was not any vice or li- 
centioufnefs, that broke him, but a good Con- 
fcience, which is it's own Reward and the beft Pre* 
fervative ,againft Murmuring, Repining, and de* 
fpair,and very often a Prefage that God wUl fet him 
up again,and as it was in JoPs Cafe, make the latter 
part of his Life more profperous than the former. 

By fuch Reprefen^ations as thefe, Confidera- 
tion would Scatter the Suggeftions of the Devil^ 
7 hat a Sinful Life^ is the only gainfull anJadvanta^ 
geous Life. But what Argument can prevail 
againtl Experience ; and where Men have found 
already, that their Sins have proved profitable^ 
and that their carelefnefs of Religion hath pro* 
cured them no fmall Advantages ? Their great 
care and Audy now mud be, that they do not 
put themfelves into a way of lofing them ; and 
therefore exhort them to confider, what the end 
ofthefc things will be, and whether this be a like- 
ly courfe, to get a Title to the Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, rcfervcd in Heaven for Believers j they'll 

be 



be ready to reply ! What, part with my liveli- 
hood ? Quit that which mult fupport my Famliy ? 
Would you have me ftarve and perifh ? Will y<Hir 
Righteoufnels give me Bread ? Would you have 
me precipitate my felf into Ruin ; Will nothing 
lefs ierve the turn, than leaving all, and following 
Chrifl? Why fhould I defpair, when God bleflies 
me ; and think ill of my way of living when 
God, by Profpering my endeavours, declares his 
approbation of my deportment ? My Gain is his 
Mercy j and if he did not allow of what I did, he 
would with*holdhis Benedidion. His giving 
f uccefs to what I do (hews his Love ; and I have 
reafon to believe he is not angry with me for 
taking this courfe, becaufe he never crofs'd it by 
his Thunders. God would have me live in the 
world, and finoe I have no oth^ way to thrive 
but this, I muft fuppofe it's that which God hath 
called me to. My Induftry is in Obedience to 
hi^ Command, and why fhould I fright my felf 
With his Indignation, wnen my profperous For* 
tunes fpeak his Smiles and Sunihine ? 

Confideration would let them fee. That God 
doth not blefs them for their Sins, but doth it 
to invite them to Amendment. That though 
God's Blefltngs flow in upon them, while they 
fin, yet thofe Bleflings are no approbations of 
their Sins, but diffuafives rather j marks of Gods 
Befeechings, charad^ers of his Entreaties that 
they would not be fo bafe, and unworthy, as to 
%ntagainfthim with his Mercies, nor make 
titeof hisKindnefs againft him, figns whereby 

God lets them know, that he had rather hear 

their 
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their Hallelujahs id Heaven, than their Groans in 
Hell. Nay, this would fuggeft to them, Thdt it 
may not be God that blefles them, but the Devil ; 
and that he, that is permitted to fhew them all 
the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glories of 
them in a moment, hath power alfo to reward 
Iniquity ; and that profperity which is acquired 
by fin, cannot be of God's making, but is an 
cffeft of the Devil*s bounty, who never gives but 
with an intent tomurther; and makes Prefentsfor 
no other end, but to make the Soul a Prey to hi£ 
fury ; who gives, like the Grecians^ only to over- 
come, and ieems kind, only to get an Idterefl; iii 
the Sinner, and to take advantage againd him^ 
when there (hall be occafion ; who Blefles with a 
defign to Curfe, and rewards to harden Men iil 
their contempt of the Almighty ; who lets men 
reap Profit, that they may venture confidently on 
fm, and is contented, they (hould have fomething 
for their pains, that they may dedicate themfelves 
more entirely to his difpofaL 

So that it may be (aid of fuch a Mans Poflef- 
fions, as the Lacedamonian in Plutarch , faid of 
Lampes » whom a Gentleman commended for 
being rich in (hipping; I do not Uke that Fell* 
city, which depends fo much on cords arid 
threds. Indeed, he fpake it with refpeft t6 the 
uncertainty of fuch Riches , but we may juftly 
-tall fuch a Mans Wealth Cords and Strings, in 
another ferife ; Cords which intangle him , and 
by degrees tye him fafter and fafter to the De- 
vils lervice ; drag him into hardnefs of heart,^ 
and impenitency, and at laftinto that Prifon^ 
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from whence there is no returning, till be bath fdd 
the ateirmofl: farthing: '^ 

fiut what canyott expe£t frodi Men tbat are le* 
folved not to ftt, md are fo wedded to theirgaiA 
that they are frighted with th/s vetry thcMights of a 
Remedy that would clear their iight^andflievr them? 
the iktal hand; that ^vesthem their Prof))erity,- 
and difcoyer' to them the Fiend i that conveys md 
^ih they get into their Houfes, and bribes thcnx 
into everlafting Tortures. . : 

Opoor befotted Sinners! And do yeulofe Hl«- 
ven for this ? Is it for this, you leap into Deflru- 
£Hon ? Is it for this^ you hazard tMe Favour of God ? 
Is it for this, you fcorn the Gold of the Sanftuary/ 
Is it for this, that the ftiches of Grace and Mercy 
are vile and mean, anddefpicable iii your Eyes.? lar 
it for thfe, thai yoii'JM-iiak your fleep, heat your 
Blood, dilebmpou; youir' Minds, diJRnrder your B&^ 
diesr, and aiiienate '.yotir afieStio^ fibm hntf, whd^ 
being rich,, became' ^^'f6r yoar>&ke? WiHhoe 
Heathens be youir^u^esT Will ddt^FiwMi^^ Fd'^ 

Aboffontotf»i nKre Hbathensj Who weUld not acccpc. 
brtheiliehes rhey ^i^t Mve %ad, • and virhic6^ 
were fteel^ fifferetf them, 1^ Ibelir Virtue ffiould' 
fuflbrin this Adaepaiice, *nd th<y be tempted to' 
gro^- remifsin theii^ S^lf-deniab. '• ' '—' 

Wduld any mafi thlnkyou had rationat, fmrndf^;* 
tal Sbuls Within ySt, thalt feci ydiiliWthus? Woidcf 
anyManimagine,' that you believe a ReWard tqf 

come, t\m. fees ybti gre^y after a^refeni •recom?" 
penee ? S<>greedy,th4t'youifight your way througK-i 
Oaths, Curfesjlies, 6ppreffion,Extortibn,Ii^uftioR, 
■r. M ' ' €ovw 
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0>ydtauib»^ UiKteanncis, Bl^pheray, Flatteries^ 
Raifings, Slanders, Abufesj; brunkeanefsi and 
through t)ieQi0(t;ft^k)ng,.i9^ i!^dx^9p4i^o{i 
<Ufingenliouft ^itii. t» g^Pt k ^jp Jfaa thi% whatib>. 
b^ MsR wQvldnot bleis bkt^f What Man of 
Reafen wbiild envy fuchadvainn^l Piey^imf ho 
my^ burhecati osver wUh for your Ha^giiie&; 
K>f that which yoq cali lUf ^fmif,,\s}JJikpJ < ui 
^caiiii, affdoiiift {hortlydie:in|GL«ndie&t>flfl9epta> 
tions, f^r/^ /yiy mto yoiii^im-ikfav* ymr' MtwarJ, 
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;.yi. fti^ .«fiHiy^melwi^ol[ with jfi mw^ 
if^4. is ifiQtBeV:Iaip6dimen^« And -as ^' .pevil 
^es not; day mid ni^ht taiqilil th)^ jpifin«^fe 
into Mem -:]^vpds» feit niuaily prevails iifithuie 
jpHy.aceivi^k: afld. r fiieh as are -tail' . for Mirth and 
8atlel!y;. a«4:;bue Sadneff ii;^ ^oisa snoft ,d«ully 
Eiieniyk ..Givi6derap;fDn[ diejr >re afcauJ \^lU^ 
tlMNQjiato (iwDps^ and a view of the tpdioi^nei^ 
and-Joathfofilp^a <of (heir %|it$ Life ^^ de|4riv« 
tibeal foi*flii<er.bfi[h|t.iaeffy. temper kin^ ,^«Ia«ufie; 
iMkh JblBBmwSed ^'thecn. ^ Conft^eiracioni^of "tlKir 
Qadger fthqrj^j.wiil put$befi!^,4nmif|i^'IofvHie 
fevere t>aties ori^igbn,v9pdij^e(l iS^iqetfaifig 
tocthenj tbatM^ill lie gnawing jWH|u% afid ^ke 
ti^bm'Ai«c 4ic^. . (hatt ^ever 'f ry^ a i^ercy hoar: 
agaiil : T-hc^ lopl^ . npon 1^, 7 ahroadi w^^ hav& 
aiqriiod.tlKMbres; to eonilderat^n of t^ wayis,. 
aitd ^ildied liow they /hall /be h^qr after 
Deaifciteld find it hath fppik^ .^Kir ; Tnum{ib. 
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and c^ufes them to walk about difcouragedl^ and 
dge^^ed. They hear of difmal Storie^^ how 
People that haire been ftudying Things of thitf 
oature have been deluded i^ the Devil i and how 
iismehave been droWned,and others dabbed them- 
Selves .* Though it is only an eSbOt of jfome 
BodUy [Mftemper, winch would have happened to 
diem, had they never thought on Spiritual Ob- 
jects, yet they are willing to impute it to the au«^ 
ilere Rules of Devotion ; and th6 the fameArgu* 
ment would hold againltgreedinefs after th6 Riches 
of the World, which makes fome Men come to 
the I3allpw% and others fall into ftrange tortured 
of the Mind, yet they wifely forbear examining' 
the (Irength of the Argument, left they (hould 
want Pretences for their Laziaeis. They fee how 
fome, that think much of their Salvation ^ hang 
down their Heads like a Bulruih^ fold their Arms^^ 
and rpend <their days in Tears and weeping. They 
fee, bow uncomferfiable Confideration hath made' 
their tk^ts^ how ic hath filled their Hearts with 
Sorrow, and Grief, and Anguiih, and they are 
afraid t^ will be their Fat€, and the efte^s it 
hftth wf'oUght in others friffat them, left^hey 
ihould be as difconfolate as they. While they 
fflaiheitin their yAly Temper, they can live quiet- 
ly, and with content ; and while they have little 
or nothing to do with thofe fetious thiftgs Di« 
vines do tdHc of, they feel no difturbancre ; arid 
why Ihould they meddte with Confideration ^ 
which win certainly infufe fad Thoughts intc^ 
their Minds, and give them Gall and Vinegtfr to' 
drink ? Might not one pieald as well, that it i^ itf 
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vain to (ortifie fuch a town againil an Enemy^^ 
not a few Cities in the Worki^that bavebcien of no 

great ftrength^have efcaped well enovigh ; and why 
lould they difcompofe themfelves with fears of 
an AHault^naving been iecure fo many years? Why 
fliould they now begin to diforder themfelves with 
difmai Prefages, or be at the trouble of digging, 
and building, and raifing Fortre(Ies,when they can 
lie dill in their Beds, and indulge themfelves, and 
eat the Fat of the Land. \ , 

And are not thefe exceUent Arguments againfl: 
Confideraton ? Are nottheie very lofty and preg- 
nant Rea(ons, to confute the neceflity of fo great 
a Duty ? Wretched, deluded Men ! Confideraiion 
would let you fee^ that there is a great difference 
between Melancholy and Serioufnefs; and that 
every Man that looks grave and fober,is not there- 
fore dejeded, and difcompofed within ; and that 
its poilible for Men not to rant and, tear, and 
f wa^er , and yet to enjoy great calmnefs and 

?[uietnefs in their Souls. That a Man is not there- 
ore fad, becaufe he will not fwear anddri^; nor 
therefore Hypochondriack^ becaufe his Confcience 
will not digeft thofe Sins which you can fwallow 
down without chewing. 

Confideration would let you fee^That you, who 
allow your felves in Sin and Vanity, of all Men 
have leaft reafoq to be merry ; who have the King 
Immortal and f avifible for your Enemy, and the 
Blood of fefus Cbrifl fpeakii^ againfl you, and 
God's Spirit bearing witnefs or your Difobedience, 
and know not how foon God will open the Flood- 
gates of his Angpr, and how foon your portion 
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will be in outward Darknefe ; who have no Title 
tothe Benefits of Chrifl's Paffion, and are dead 
while you ]iv« ; who have your Underftandings 
darkened, your inward and outward Man polluted 
and your Garments fpotted by the Flefh. 

Confideration would let you fee, That your Joy 
and Mirth is but flight and fuperficial, fo far from 
bing folid, that oftentimes in your very Laughter 
your Heart is forrowful ; and as fair as you carry 
things outwardly, your Confcienoes cannot but 
fright you with an approaching florm fometimes; 
and as merry is you feem to be, you now and then 
feel terrors, which make you flee when no Man 
purfues you. This would let you fee, how fhort 
your Mirth and Pleafures are, and how they perifh 
in the very Enjoyment, and are no better than But- 
terflies; which when you have, with great labour 
and induftry, got into your hands their curious 
colours decay with a touch, and you canboall 
of nothing but a fqualid Worm. This would fliew 
you, that your Jollities are much like Attila^s 
Nuptials, whofe Wedding day proved his Fune* 
ral;and like Philip the Macedonian's Triumphs, 
which in amdment are turned into Sadnefs. by 
the daring Paufanias : This would flicw you how 
weak a thing it is with Lyfimachus^ for a Cup of 
cold Water to lofe a Kingdom, and to hazard an 
Eternity of Joy for Mirth, which at the befl; is 
but as a Morning Cloud, and as the early Dew 
which foon pafles away. 

Confideration would let you fee,That your Mirth 
is worfe than Sadnefs and Sorrow, becaufe 
it proceeds from a Itupified Soul, and from a 

M 3 hard 
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p9Lrd heart; from a Soulwhofe nobler Spirks are 
jopmeffcd Ufith Soot and AAks, and which hath 
lou it3 delicate Palate^ its refined Tafte, and is 
jhadie (b infenOble of ^he purer ttanfporti of Joy, 
that it hankers after obtbii^ but Earth, and fuch 
drofly, muddy Divertifemj&nts, as Men of Reafon 
and Contemplation would foora, as much as they 
do the Extravagancies of an impotent Enemy ; 
and that it is rather a Min's felicity to be a 
ftranger to your Mirth, than unhappineis, becaufe 
your Mirrh is fo vain, your Delight fo frothy ^ 
and your joy ufually Imth fuch a fearful end, aa 
end much like that of Beljbazzar^ who made a 
JFeaft to his Lords, drank wine before them, and 
|o make the Debaudi compleat ; and to make the 
Blood of the Grapes drink with greater bri(k* 
nefs, called for the Golden Veflels which his Fa- 
ther had taken out of the Temple of Jetufakmy as 
^f it encreafed the pleafure of Drink to prophane 
thofe Veflels by Drunkenels, which were confe* 
crated to God ; and Wine out of a Bowl of the 
SanAuary gave greater life to the Spirit, and 
revived the Heart more then a common Cup. 
But while their Hearts danced and leaped for joy, 
an unknown hand from Heaven writes the fatal 
Doom, the Charafters of Ruin, and the Lines of 
Death upon the Wall, and on afudden, The Kings 
€0untenanct changet , and his thonghts trouhle binij Jo 
that the joints 0/ his loins were looJeneJ^and bis knees 
fwote one againji another^ Dan- Jf 6. 

Coni}deration would let you fee. That your Joy 
doth not d^ferye the nan^e of Joy, and that your 
IVfirthis nothing but Wantonnefs, apd how much 



t)elaw 9^reat Spirit (ueh Pleafares artf, how un^ 
vorthjr 6f a Mail created after God^s Image and 
Similitjidej how empty they kave your Souls^ 
and how like the Sea^ when ebbing in muddj 
pkces.i^ey leave nothing but ftink and filth, and 
na(line;{s behind them. 

Cc^nfideratioii woidd let youlee/Fhatnone cm 
re)oyce fo heartily as thofe, who make God thetr 
Porrioq^and fetthe Lord always beforetheir Eyas. 
For, in this ca(e, they may be cot^Went , that -not 
onlv Gbd^ but all hi$ Creatures $fre theif Friends; 
and that the Red Sea which drowns the M^yptiMSy 
IhaU be their Wall and Bulwark ; and the Cloud, 
thafs Darknefstp the Sianer^lhal! be Fire toth^i; 
and that* th6 God is neither Bread, nor Vf ater, 
nor Ught, nor Clothing, nor Habitation, con- 
fidered by the Rule of Senfe, yet he will be all 
this to them, even 0read to feed them, Water 
to refirefti them, Light to revhre them. Clothing 
to warm them, andan Habitation to defendthem 
from Wind and Tempeft. This would ftw^ 
you. That li^i is fown for the fifteens , and 
gUdnefs for the nf right in heart ^VM. 97. ii. 
And Uiat no perfons in the world have greater 
reafon to rejoyce than they, wbofe jgreat care 
and ftudy is , Firft tofeek the Kingdom of God^ 
^nd his righteoufnefi ^ as being perfons who arc 
aajiaainted with a lively faith , and know by 
Wefled Experience ^hat that Hope means, 
whcrdiy Men purifie themfelves, eVaaas Ged 
is pure j and what it is to be ftrcj^hened with 
all might unto .all Patience^ ajnd^ long-faSering, 
and what the conftraining Love of <Jod implies, 
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«nd whit It is.to.:b9 mai^ped to. him who is. alto* 
gether lovely, ind what It is to liave iinion and 
communion with him. . 

Confidpratipn would fliew you. That Peace of 
Conicfence, aqd Honour with God, and the Spi- 
rits making Interceffion for us with Groans uQut« 
terabie, atkl Pardon of Sins, Privileges which at* 
tend a ferious Preparation for. a better World, are 
« continual Feaft, and confequently afibrd Matter 
for greater Joy, than all the Rarities and CurioCi- 
lies of this prefent Life. This would let you fee. 
That that one Bleifing, pardon of Sin, which a fe- 
rious Man enjoys, is a Mercy which he may juflly 
rejoice and triumph in, more than the greateft 
Monarch oJF thi^ World in his boundtefs Empire, 
And that neither Alexatider^s Viftories, nor \AugU' 
Jlus Cafar his Tranquility, nor Darius his Plenty, 
jcan equal that rejoicing, or deferyes to be compa* 
red with it. This would lead your Thoughts to 
t^ke a view of the prefent condition of the un- 
happy Spirits in Hell, to whom pardon of Sin 
would be a greater comfort aqd refrefliment, than 
all the P)eafures of this World diftilled into (^in- 
tefTencc. Should a Proclamation be made inthat 
difmal Vault, by fome Angel fent from Heaven, 
that all Prifoners are freed from their Guilt by the 
new and living way, even by the Blood of Jefus, 
and that God hatl^ condefcended at lafl, and is 
prevailed withal to forgive their Iniquities, what 
Leaping, what Dancing, what Joy^ what Glad- 
nefs, ^ybat exaltation of Spirit, what fcrenity of 
, what a chearful Air, would appear in every 
of that loathfom Prifon! How would one 
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Wretch jog the other, and bid him break out into 
Praifes and Celebrations of his Maker for (o great 
a favour ! How like Heaven would Hell look on 
a fudden ; and all their Howlings, which Grief 
and Angulih did draw from them,, change into ex- 
clamations of Gladnefs ! How would their Hearts 
fwell and dilate themfelves, and tranfport them 
into an extafie of Joy ! How fordid, how mean, 
how pitiful, how inconliderable, would all their 
former fenfual Delights feem to this Pleafure or 
Satisfadlion ! 

Confideration would let you fee. That what* 
ever Men that are become vain in their imagina- 
tions may prate, there is no Pleafure, no Felicity, 
like that which flows from walking in the ways of 
God ? and that Sin hath trouble and vexation for 
its individual Companion ; that Pride, and Envy, 
and Ambition, and Lu(t, and Revenge, whilft they 
promife Eafeto the Sinner's Mind, do but torment 
it more $ That Goodnefs is the bed Security ; that 
the Joy of the whole Earth, is Mount Sion ; that 
in this Garden are the fweetefl: Rofes, the mofl: 
odoriferous Flowers, the mod fragrant Plants ; 
Rofes which have no Prickles underneath, like 
your carnal Delights j Flowers which wither not 
away, like that tirothy Mirth which the laughter 
of Fools affords j Plants which feed and nourilh, 
and heal, and poifon not, like thofe airy Saiisfa- 
ftions which ♦flow from making provifion for the 
Flelh, This would reprefent to your Minds the 
Examples of millions of Saints, who are able from 
their own experience to affirm, that the way 5 of 

Serioufnefs are truly ways of pkafantnefs^and that aU 

her 
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her paths are peace ; that thcjr have found more 
fatistadHoa in being Door-keepers in the Houfe 
of God, than they have done in being Mailers 
of the oioft glorious Tents of Wickednefs; that 
they have had more joy from Contemplation of 
Heavetfs Glory, and from reflefting on the All- 
fufficiency of God, in one hour, than ever they 
received from running up and down many years 
togtthtr^ after the things the vain World k en- 
amourM withal j that they would not be in that 
mirerable,unregenerate State again, if they might 
"have whole Kmgdoms to entice them ; and that 
there is no condition in all the World fo full of 
. briars and thorns, and anguifh, and pain, and di^ 
quietnefs, and trouble, and vexation, as a finful 
life, and an unconverted eftate. 
' This would fet before you the Example of 
St. ?aul^ wiio could glory and rejoice even in 
Tribulations ; and whereas his Enemies could re* 
joice in nothing but in Money, in Health, in 
Power, in Honour, Dignities, in Delicacies, in 
Silks^ in rich Tables j He could rejoice in Ship- 
wracks, in Stripes, in Perils, in falfe Accufations ; 
and that which appeared terrible to others, (hewed 
pleafant to him ; and as bitter as the root of his 
\Affliftions was, it produced notwithftanding the 
fweeteft Fruits, even the Fruits of Humility and 
Charity. 

This would fet before you the joys of DaviJ^ 
J voiUrehice andhe ^adin thee^ Pfalm 9. a. In thee, 
hot in Voluptuoufnefi, not in luftful Touches, not 
in curious Tafte, not in precious Odours, not in 
the Melody of airy Songs, not in the Beauty of 



a Feoiaky not in the Applaufes of Men, not in 
Matrioiony^ not in Children, not in raking Wealth 
together^ but in thee, who canft make even bro« 
ken fipnes rejoice, make the Confdence skip, and 
the Heart dance for Joy. 

Confideration would let you fee^ That thofe fe« 
rious Perfons who looked dejefted and melancholy, 
have Joys within which no firanger intermeddles 
withal I and as little (hew as they make of diear« 
folnefs, they carry that within their Breads, as 
can make their life a perpetual Jubilee. So far 
is Confideratiott from making Men melancholy, 
that it points at the things where the greatefl Joy 
is to be found ; and as Confideration it felf is a 
pleafure, as we proved before, fo it is a guide to 
lead Men into fuch a Paradife, as they would be 
content to lofe themfelves in, and defire no greater 
Felicity on this fide Heaven. 

VIL ImpeJiwcnt. 

VII. Fear of going difiroBed with poringon things 
too high for their capacities. The averfenefs from 
a truly ferious and circumfped life, in moft 
Men, is fo very great, that they'll entertain the 
abfurdeft, filiied, and moft childifh pretences, ra- 
ther than be perfwaded to that courfe, God and 
his Holy Angels, Scripture, Confcience, Minifters, 
and all the Providences of God do call and 
invite them to. And fuch a ihift is that we 
have before us, a Plea fo impertinent, that we 
might juftly ask the .Queftion, Whether thofe 

^hat make ufe of it are not diftrafted already ? 

Men 



Men had as good give us a downright Anfwer, 
and tell us plainly. That they \yilt not take thei^ 
everlafting State into confideration^ and will have 
nothing to do with Salvation, as make us con- 
clude fo much from their Unfteadinefs and Tergf. 
verfations. Their Aftions Ihew it, Why fliould 
they deny it with their Lips ? Their Works <fe- 
dare it, Why fhouid not they confefs it ? ; God 
concludes fo much from their Converfatioo, Why 
ihould they love to bear the World in hand, that 
it is not 10 ? The Heathenifh People of Congo 
were hone(V) who being baptized into Chriftiani- 
ty, and underftanding afterward, that the ReJiigion 
they had embraced required Chaftity, and, forbad 
Polygamy and Lafeivioufnefs, came back to the 
Priefis that had baptized them, and there folemn- 
ly renounced their Qaptifm, alledging, that they 
were refolved not to part with t hefc Sins j and 
fmce the Chriftian Religion did forbid them, it 
was in vain to own themfelves followers of that 
Religion, the Rules of which they were refolved 
not to obferve, or live up to. Here the Priefts 
knew What to make of them, and did never ^fter 
expe£): better things at their Hands. But it's 
otfierwife with the generality of Men, that call 
themfelves Chriftians : They love to leave God 
and themfelves, and their Neighbours in the dark ; 
and we find they halt between two Opinions, un- 
refolved whether they Ihall follow God, or BaaL 
They would neither difpleafe God, nor the Devil. 
The DeviPs Favour they keep, and maintain by 
thpir ^cret averfnefs from a ferious Preparation for 
another Life ; and God's Good-will they court, 

by 
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by pretending that they would follow him^wereit 
nor for fuch and fuch Obftacles^and Impediments. 
4od indeed their Flefh does no fooner lusgeft an 
Excufe to their Minds, but they prefentfy flatter 
themfelves, that thatifaift will be a'iufficietit Apo^ 
logy for negl^ of their Duty, And tho^ going 
diilraded with Gbnfideration bea thing very un- 
likely, next to impodibiiity; yet a pitiful fliift 
being better than nomci, this comes in with the reft, 
and helps to tock the Soul into a pleafing flumbor 
It feems their Brains are ftrong enough to con- 
trive how to promotQ their own Fall, but will not 
ferve them to ponder, how to keep themfelves 
from Ruine. 

* One would think they could not be worfe mad 
than they are already, and therefore they might 
venture upon a fcrious confideration of their ways 
without danger. Take a view of thy Anions, 
Sinner ! Go into Houfes where Mad* men are kept, 
and fee whether thy Deportn^nt and Pradice be 
not as like theirs as one thing can be like another ; 
Jt's the Charafter of Mad-men, to choofe Means 
altogether unfutable to the end they defign, if 
they d^pcr to kindle a fire with ihining Brais, or 
attempt to build i Houfe without Materials, or 
think that a Net will fecure them againft this bit*> 
texcA Froft^or hope to be Mafters of a Trade with* 
out learnning of it ; or talk of being acquainted 
with fuch a Language, when they have neither 
Books nor Men to convcrfe withal ; we juftly look 
upon them as dift railed: And would not one 
think thou betides thy Witt; that hears thee 
hope for Heaven, without taking the way that 

leads 
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leads to it? md talk of beibg iaved, wheo th)r 
Anions Civour only of preparation f<Mr eternal 
Mifery. To hope to be fiived by following the 
DiOates of th&Fleih, is as wife an ASt^ as to b/ape 
to be warm by fitting upon Ice, or by furround- 
ing thy felf with &w>Balls. Thou wouldeft 
take that Man to be befide himfel^ that fliould 
choofe to Ue dl n%ht in Mire and Dirt,when there 
b a convement Bed provided for hka; or that 
(hould prefer fleeping on a Dui^iil, before repo- 
iiog himfelf upon a clean Couch. And do& not 
thoa niOt the fiune madnefe, when thou preferreCl 
lying in the arms of an Enemy, before refting in 
the Bofom of a gracious Redeemer ? And hadft 
rather reft in ^, more odious and loathfiim to 
God than any Dunglul, than ddight thy felf in 
him, wbofe fervice is perfefi* freedom. 

Can there be a greater madnei^ than to prefer 
Stone before Bread, and a Serpent before a Fifh ? 
And is not tixy Dtftradion as great, to efteem a 
flnful Pleafure more than the ixvona of God ? 
And fet by the Dro£( and Dung of this World, 
more than the Excellency of the Knowledge 
of Chrift? No Man commends Muias for his 
Wifdom, when he defired, That all things be 
touched might turn into Gold, for hereby his 
very ViAuals fuffered Tranfmutation, and he was 
ftar ved : And art not thou as fooUfli, when thou 
defireft notMng but W(Mrldly Eafe anid Pleafures? 
When thofe things thou doft lio eamdUy wiih 
for will be thy undoing, and thofe very Deticates 
thou longeft ■ for, will at laft iamifli thy Soul for 
ever ? 



Who uha not the Corinihimtsfot .diftra^ed 
K4:«o, when th«y abufed the ArobaAdpriof a pow- 
erhil Reppblick^ which could crfiibcheiii intoRu* 
in ? And art not thou as mudi txfidc thv fdf, when 
thouddft vil^fie and dight the IV^mge of the 
King of Heaven, a9d not only .ft<^peft thtne Ears 
ag^iinft the ofiers of )Mercy» but..p{itteft ill Con^ 
ilrudions on the lEndeayours of God to convert 
tliM, aa if he intended to tob thocof thy Ha(^i« 
oe^ when nothing .but that Eiidi^vour can pro- 
cure it ? Is this thy Wif4oai, to negle£); the weigh- 
deft Concems^nd^Kid tl^ time in admirit^ Bub* 
bles i» is this thy Witdoiti, with Rthhwrn^ to de- 
fpife the Counral of the Grave «td Ancient, and fol* 
low the Advice of young Men s to negleft what 
Aojpient of days pKocUims «i thins Ears, and to 
hearken .what a fi^w raih Youths -do ftiggeft ? To 
il^ht what the mpft pmdent Men a£&re thee upon 
exp0rie9ee to bb i<\ and to tr^ in thofe Paths 
which,d)y great^ Eoemies entice thee to walk in? 
Is t\»!s.iiSf Wifdotn, tP /prefer « fe^ drops before 
anifmyence Ocean of Bleffedoefi; an Atom beware 
an Infiniie j and the finallaft duft.Mpgm the Ballance 
befiore Mount Zm^ wHidi can: never jbe moved ? 
Il thtsdby Wifdom, tothriifta/Wajp Sdvadon with 
both AriD$, and to oppofe the . Endeavours of 
that (30d, that even coit^»els tiie^ tct^come co the 
Supper of the Lamb ? It. this thy Wiidom, to lie 
in « . Oui^eon, when a I^lace is prepared for thy 
Re^ptioa^ And to be eoamowred with Deformt- 
ty it W^ when thoa an courted by him, who 
is Mtoge^ier Lovely ! Is this thy Wifdocni to. 

rely «|A inxtfaee ReQds» father ttian oo the Hock' 

of 
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of Ages? Mid to troft more toCaftles id the Air^ 
than to htm who b the Ancient of Days^ and hath 
prondfed neither toleave^norto forfake thofe that 
can upon htm hiithfuUy ? 

And when the cafe ftands thus with thecy when 
thou art as mad as thou well canft be, fure thou 
needeft not be afraid, that confideration - of thy 
ways will tankt thee fo« Confideration ! Why 
this will make thee fober ; this would bring thee 
to thy right Senfes again ; this would make <thee 
live like a rational Man again ; this woukl reftore 
thee to thy Wits again ; this would cure the Di- 
fieropen of thy Bnin ; this would be fo far from 
promoting, that it would chafe away all Madnefi 
and DiftraftioA; this would clear thy Under- 
ibndina, and re^ifie thy Will and Afiedions,and 
make all thy Faculties move nK>re orderly. 

Coi^deration would let thee fee what madneis 
it is to defpife him, whom thou (landed moft in 
need of; and to negle£b that now, which, upoii 
thy Death^bed, thou wilt wifh thou hadft minded 
day and night. This would reprefent to thy 
mind, what weaknefs of Judgment it is to call 
thy felf happy, with Crafas before thy end ; and to 
flatter thy felf with Felicity, before thou knoweft 
whether the latter part of thy Ltfe will be agree- 
able to the former, or to theprefent, in Affluence 
and Profperi^. This would fliew thee what a 
folly it is to lOhght the Fountain tf Living Water's^ 
and to hunt after broken Ciflerns which can held no 
Water ; and to efteem a WiUermfs^ a Land of De^ 
farts^ and ofPits^ a LandofDrouj^t^anJ of the fha^ 
Jaw of Death ; a Land which no Man fafes through^ 

and 



Und where no Man dwellsy infinitely more than a 
flentifuU Country^ Jer. x. 6. This wouW flicw thee 
What a fdlly it is to forfeit the Favour of him 
that muft be thy Judge one day ; and to inake 
him. thy Foej without whofe Mercy thou muft 
&I1 a Prey td Helliih Furies; to learn chat Pro- 
viiioh no\v, the Crui^s whereof thou wilt be 
glad to gather one dajr^and tomdck his kindneft 
now, when one day thtiii wouldft rejoyce tt the 
leaft fmile of his Countenance, if thou couldft 
but have it Thi« would ihetir thee, what a folly 
it is , to be ravtUied fnore With a painted Corarnet, 
than with the real dories of a Kingdnm %9xA td 
rejoice more tir the pvefent Pomp and Adorationi, 
of a Stagey than in thy Riditto the Reverliohof 
a Crown ; and- what diRrattion it is to thii^ thte 
the Great Godj^ho changed not <^ Wilt malttthofi; 
Ble&d, who renounce hi$ Blifs f and quen(^Helt- 
Fire for Men, bqcaufe they are refoived to rUn into 
it i 10 make thofe like unto the Aneels of Ood , 
that will live like Beafts here; and prefer tfaofe 
to his Throne, that would not have him to reiga 
over them ! This would (hew thee vthkt a My 
it is to make meirry at the brow of a Pit ; and to 
fingCareawa^,\^heii thy Sins odlfor Mourning 
and Lamentation. 

(}bnrideratk>n, Sinner, ^oiild let thee fee. That 
there is no Wifdom like that Wifdom^ which miakes 
Hen wife unto Salvation; which makes them de- 
fiberately take God for their Guide and Portidn, 
andfearcK into ihofe things ^hich do moft nearly 
fconoern them; which makes thenar attentive td 
God's PrQvidences, and confiderate in cyamiriiftg 
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tihamed of, if ever they arc faved ; and nmft re- 
nounce and deteft, when they have done thorn, iP 
ever they arrive to inward peace and fatisfaftion. 
This would fet before thee the Bute s, the Applaufc, 
the Honour Godbeftows ontfiofc who are lo 
wife as to take their leave of Sm before Sm leaves 
them , and excrcife themfelves urtto GodUnefs 
that thev may attain unto eternal Life. 

Bu^what will not prejudice do ? Tt was that 
which made the Jews call Chrift a 5j««»r/^4»<r , a 
Devil a Winebibber, a Friend of Publicans and 
Sinners. U was that made them hale the Apottles 
to their Governours, and cxy ^t. Any mth them, 
it*i not they JkouU liveuponthe earth It wastbis 
madeX^ hate the upright^/tf««.Mnd'the W/^.. 
Srcondenin the juft ^r^/^.^,th6 he h«t never 
ZZ him It was this made the poor Man, who 
&Stwhary.A« H.//sDo.Wwas,foWe 
a^d induftrious to carry wood for his l^neral 
Sle, and as zealous to kindle it, infomuch^hat the 
Martyr could not but cry out ; ?^HoiX.'.*"V 
XitY • tt»s this (ets Men agamft Gonfiderati- 
;„ of their ways, and makes thetri ■^give out, 
that it willcra/k ihe&r Brains, and di order 
thJir Underftandings. In<M « w.ll caufc a 

tSmult in the SbulT a ^^^^^^'^^.'^1^!^; 

lit and the Flelh , betwe<;n Chnft and Be/tal, 

Kch'ake, i wm end ]n a glorious ^im. 

When Confideration enters, Madnefs vaniflies. 

as wild Beaftsdocrwp intb their Dens at the 
' approach of Dajrlight. ThcW«ldnjay n»fce 

Men eo befide^ themfelves, Gonfideration tedu- 
: 12 tie whole Man to fbbrie^. Confidewtion 




indeed may put Men upon A^oos, wbitlvin the 
World?s apprchenfion, may be madnefs } Thus 
it made St. Anthony ip2Xi with all bis fubftance to 
the Poor» that he migjht have Treafure in Hea- 
ven i and made others hve upon Herbs and Bread 
and Water only, that thereby they might (ubdue 
their Lufts the better; but of this, none can 
judge (q well, as he that is the Fountain of Wif- 
dom^eventhat God, who is Wifdom it felf;and 
if he fet the mark of Wifdom on them, the ver- 
dift of the World is to be regarded no more, 
than the judgment a Blind Man gives of Colours. 
I know, he that will deny himfelf in fenfual 
Pleafures, and trembles at a Sin, which others 
laugh at, and is afraid of oflending God even in 
fmailer matters, and prays with all Prayer and 
Supplication ; watching thereunto with all per* 
feverance, pafles for. a Mad-nian with Men^ 
whofe Cpniciences are defiled ; but fuch Mens 
Tongues are no Slanders ; And Confideratioo 
would lliew, that nothing is more agreeable 
to the rules of Wifdom and Prudence^ man to 
live in conformity to the Will and Pleafure of 
him, who is the great Sovereign of the World ^ 
and hath given us Souls, capable of beins go« 
vernM by Moral Laws and Precepts, and is re* 
folved to fcourge him with Scorpioos,that knows 
his Mafters Will, and doth it npn 

It was Sin made the Prodigal diflraded, it 
was this puffed him up, and tempted him to 
lay with Pharaoh^ Who is the Lord^ that Ifl)Qul4 
oiey his voice? It was this made him ill*natur^d, 

and turbulent, difcomppied hi^ UnderlUodiogt 
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and* robbed him 'of the Notions whic(i Nature 
and gockl Education had planted in htm ; and 
in this he difcov^red his Folly , that he left his 
Father's Houfe, travelPd into a far Country, 
as far from Heayen and Holinefs as he could, 
and there wafted his Subftance with riotous li- 
ving ; whence it came to pafs, that a Famine ari- 
fing in the Land, he would bin have filled his 
belly with the Hu3ks the Swine did eat, and no 
Man would youchfafe them to him : Confidera- 
tion brought him to himfeif, and to his Happinefs 
again ; and his pondering, How many fervanis of^ 
ny Father have bread enough^ and to fpare^ and I 
ferifh with hunger ? IvoiBarife^ and go to wy Father^ 
and will fay unto him^ Father^ I have finned again ft 
Heaven^ and bffore thee^ and am no more worthy to 
ie called thy Son : make me as one of thy hired Ser^ 
v.a^ts. Luke ij- 17, i8, 19. This, I lay, brought 
his Reafpfl intb order again, and confequently 
t^repared for his quiet and Happinefs. And in- 
dfeed, the cortfeflbn of M?n, who put off the 
Old, and put on the New Man, created after 
God in Rightcoufnefs and true Holinefs, fhews 
what we are to think of Confideration. When 
they come in gctod earnefbto refleft on their for- 
iner ifinfiiU Life, they are ready to call therafclves 
^ thoularhl Foois, and Beafts, and Sots,^ and 




deratibri; jfets all tb rights dgam ; and they would 
<nbt forany Hiitigjbut'thatthfcy had raminated on 
•their Folly, ai^ comparqJ]|t with the Ititerefl of 

their 
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their Souls, and' the will of <5od; Hill order td a- 
jufl: aggravation of their Madnefs ; for now they 
are fenfible, that before they iliidirftood nothing 
to any purpofe, and a£ted but hke Changelings, 
contrary to all the Dilates of the X9W of Na- 
ture, and their own Confcienpes. Thus. Confir.:. 
deration, as Ananias did to Smi, ' aytni^ in, and 
imitiediately there fall from the finnexs cjeiy :ax it 
vderefcdlesj and he tec eivei fight fnrthvoitb^and ari^ 
f$s^ anJisftrengthenedjASts 19.9« and Wifdom fOh. 
ters into his Heart, fuch Wifdpm as before, he was 
a'iVranger to:'7j&^ merchandifi of^ it is hatter than, 
t^e-nferchandift of fihjcf^ and the gain thereof tl^an 
fine goid: fhe is inore precious than ruhies^ and aB^ 
the things thou canfi defireyare^otu he comfated mte^ 
her. '''She is a tree of life to them that lay i^oifl upiT 
onh^fj and happy is every one that retains. bef)^ E^ov*. 

Cbnfideration. enlightens hlttr,- and makes JiisK 
wifeir than Socrates^ moreldarned than the piir/i6v 
nH>rb fagaciousn than tfie Bria^Mifit^ imoile/ (|iuftl 
^kjf the Gyntnofvphtfisl HWreikpptherjfiSe^ ti^ 
M^Ptrfian MaghEpicurkSy *ha:eJltfe<»,<Thp SviMti 
tfee^drid } ^Anaicagoras.thd ftlied; ^h^ MindioC 
Minkiy ; -^fiAle; tho^^Slm^fmd^^m^^^ «£ 
WifddmV the WiWcle of Lekreiiity^A .the kll 
At^fcihptof Nifture;- yet' are npxwt^ [xibnapaJrcd 
\j^ith 4' Mah'Whbi^ teonfidentdonf/Jhdtb xeaucdi 
tif'^i^ Wifddf^ 'mic» is fromi^lo^ffir^-pure^ii^ 
idicfdhle^ gtnt^^e\tfieU heetiv^eareB. withofii Jpktif^ 
^^ ^MdmthoiiP^:fjfiocn^^ 'j[UlUff gkod^aof^l.' ^nt 
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VilL ImfeJiment. 

V\Vi An Qpiniony that ConverfioHy or turning t4 
fjod as Divines do reprefent itj is not neceffary to SaU 

n/ation. We may clm'M biy bclk ve^that mofl Mea 
yfho are averfe from Con^deration, come to Ser* 
raofis; tod we may fuppofe, chat, as carde&as 
ithey are in hearing the Word of the living Gpd^ 
fometimes before they are aware fprpetbingftrikes 
their Hearts, and Iliqcs with |:heqi ; which, when 
they are any way fober^ or free from bufinefs^wiU 
goad and fling them into cpnfidqration of their 
ways; and notfeldom, with Airippa they areal- 
moft perfwaded to take their untul Lives into fe- 
rious Confideration, and feel good purpoles , and 
V7i(hes, and intentions and deAres in their Souls to 
iet rime apart for pondering how they may be con* 
verted^ and dedicate themlelyes fincerely toQod's 
fervice, in order to their eyerjafling B!i(s. But in, 
itich cafes^ either the Devil, or their corrupt Hearts 
ire ready to whifper in their ears, tha^ ConvprAoa 
k not fo operofe^ fo laborious, fo dreadful ft thing, 
is defcribed inpublick Difcpu):ie$; and that the 
in that preach, (Iretch it farther than, needs ; 
tnd<»nfcqi}entiy, conQderatipn ho\y to get into 
that i^ce that'9 recommended to them, i^ ako* 
jgether needlsf^ ; for iftt)at ftrif^nefs and f:Iqre 
waikins with God be not neceflary^ why ihould 
^ny Man lutak his Brains with oonfideratjon hoiy 
to attain to that humbleyfelf-denying^circumlpedt 
5 faid to be the eflential Ingredient of 
ion# 
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I kaow not how Converfion can be made more 
nccef&ry, thanChrift hath made it. If Daily 
Bread be nece(&ry, if Meat and Drink be necef- 
fary, if Raiment be necefTary , if Health and 
Strength be ijeccflary, then Converfion is necei^ 
fary ; for it is the Bread which comes down 
Heaven, it is the Meat and Drink of our Souls •• 
This mud keep them warm, and eover then^and 
make them heakhy, and ftrong, and vigorous. 
It's that which Heaven is entaiPd on, and with- 
out which, Men (if they dare take the Word of . 
that Jefrs, whom they dp befieve to.be the Son 
of God ) can look for nothing elfe but everlafl- 
ing deft rud ion: Except yehe converteJj and become 
as little children^ ye frail not enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven^ Matth. 1 8. 3. are the exprefs Words 
of him, Who came from Heaven to reveal his 
Father's will ; Words, which ihouid ftrike like 
Thunder , pierce like Lightning, frighten like 
Ghofts, and, like Charms, bind the Soul to her 
good Behaviour ; WordSj which do not only im- 
port the abfoluf e nccemtyi bpt reprefent the na- 
ture and manner of true Converfion. And if 
Mie Words, added, by way of Ex^icatioq , be 
f hroughly weighed , it will appear to any ra- 
tional Map, that that laboridus Converfion, which 
the Miniftcrrs of the Gofpel prefs and commend, 
b 00 other, but what Chrift requires in order to 
Salvation;, for what can be the meaning of this 
Phraiie^ iecaming as little Cbildten , but tnat Men 
muft learn to te children in Malice^ i Cor. i^. to. 
pali dowa their Paflions , watch over theur in^ 
^rdtoate Affedbns , overcome ^hemfelves , and 

har» 



harbour no grudge, no ,hati:ed, no reveng/sful 
thoughts in their Hearts^ ■a^ain/l thofe'thac have 
offended them ; and, like ne]^liornl^he\^iiefire the 
JtHcere miikcf the wordy t%at. thejl JtiaJ gfew therelj ; 
I Fet. 1. %. ue. wkh all (luaiiUty; and, alacrity 
fubmit thcmfelyes to be ^iij^d, and rutcrf» and 
governed by the Precepts aad Injunftioils of Chriji 
iq the Gofpel, without difputing,or cdnti-adia-ing 
his Commands, tho' leveflecl againft FIcih and 
Blopd, as much as Children leave thernfejyes to 
tfae guid^ncp . and dii:ein:i9n of their Nurlesj and 
have neither flrepgth, nor "Wjll, nor malice, to op- 
pofe the Will or Order of thofe that lead them : 
Not that Chrifi forbid? examining either theDivi- 
mv^ or reafon«blenefs of his Dodriijes and In- 
jundions; Nq, God is not afraid to have his 
Will tried and^ examined by right reafon ; for as it 
is the eff"^of th? highcfl reafon, foit m'uft needs 
be moft agrepable to re^fpn) >t beirtg imponible, 
tJiat truth ran be incqnfirtent with truth ; Go, lay 
together all the Principles which that " fpark of 
pivinity. Tight Reafori, doth fuggeft. Do not 
«pnfult the foafoh of feqfual Men,who call Laugh- 
ter Reafon, and brutilh Petislits effects of a Hu- 
m^ n V 
they It 
Put^ 

iits 
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the Divinity of his Sayings and Commands, by th»» 
Rule of right Reafon, that in feveral places he bids 
the Pharijeesj anrf whoever were, bis Adverfar j^ 
to judge in^artiaHy of the Arguments he gave 
for the Divine Original of his DoArine. And, 
without all peradventure, tbiS/Iiberty every Hwk 
hath to examine^and fatisfie hinvTelf^ whether tho 
Injun Aions oichrift^ and his Apoftles were things 
that dropt from Heaven, or no. But then, wtiuer^ 
Men are convinced, or have fufficient reaibn to be. 
convinced, that thefe Precepts are the peremp- 
tory Will of God concerning their Salvation ; 
Cas 2Lny Perfon who is not a Changeling, or a meer 
Natural, may find upon due Examination and 
Enquiry, if he will;) there God expefts moft 
juflly, that all Pretences and Excufes, and Car- 
nal Reafonings fliould fall, and the Soul fubmic 
readily to the Yoke of Chhfi^ and reftgn its Will 
to Chrifl*s Will, (though it cannot for the prefent 
comprehend the true Reafon of fome Commands) 
and fufier it felf to be a£ted and; guided by thefe 
Laws, without contradidlion, or oppofition, or 
tergiverfation, denying and rcpouncing every ap^ 
prehenfion or fuggeilion that would folicir at 
tempt it to dart and^ frctn fiidcere Obedieiice,dnd 
all Difcourfes that Vduld daifa jor impede its R¥il«' 
lingnefs and teadiiV^ioiernb^aift them, r . , 

" And indeed^ thin U ^1 ^e 4iiiiean by tnoe jCoa«- 
verfion, vi^zyctif\n^' t(>'<^hey ^xDi^ateslof the 
World, the Ftefti,' jandE the iOeuil^ 'bmd ende^i&aur 
<niig ferioufly ft>'44H up t^^ thefpyecbpts.bfjtte 
'<Sf6f^]t;^ wkhdut asking 'ouij ; |Luft«; >or . iiaiir:.D«* 



fires, wliether they are willing to it orno ; «| 
iincerc Refolution to get from uader the Yoke of 
Sin, and to make the Lord Jefus, who bought 
us with his own Blood^our Supreme Ruler and Go* 
vernor. And fiAce there can be tio Government 
without L«ws» and we never heard of any other 
Laws Chrift gavp, but what we have in the 
Gofpel, we cannot aiul dare not but conclude , 
that CO live up to thefe Laws of the Gofpcl , is 
true Convcrfion. And therdfore, an unconverted 
Sinner is called,^ Man withoat Law^ not but that 
be hath a Law in his Members warrtpg continual- 
ly againfl the Law of his Mind, nor that he lives 
under no Law of the Civil Magiflr^te ; he can 
live in no Society, but be mud be fubjc£): to the 
Municipal Law of the Land ; but becaufe he doth 
not make the Law of Chrtfl: the Rule of bi$ 
Thoughts, and Words, and Anions, which upon 
his Converfion he begins to do, and becomes a 
Man tha^ Jives by Rule, and is as cautious of doing 
any thing againft that Law, th6 in fecret, and 
removed from the fight and prefence of Men, as 
if the greateft and ^i^raveft AHembly did furround 

And indeed, the Primitive Chriftians took no 
Perfon to be converted, that did not make thefe 
Laws the great Rule of his Life, and ibewed by 
his Adu>ns, that he prized, and efteemed and 
valued thefe Laws, above all the Orders and De- 
crees, andConftitutions of the greateft Monarchs* 
Not that they diibbeyed the Lnws of their Prince^ 
where they c)a(hed not with any Law of God : 
No, this they fcorned and abhorred ; nay, they 

gloried 
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gWied in their fubmi(fion to all the lawful Com^ 
munds of their Superiors ; But where the Laws 
of their Princes interfered with any Law of Chrift, 
there they fliew\J, by their chearful Suffer* 
ing<;, that they had a greater Mafter to ferve, 
and that there was no greater King, than Con* 
fcience. 

When we do intreat and admcMiiih Men to be 
converted) what do we do but perfwade them 
t6 ^ortifie their Members which are Xipoo tiK 
Earth, Fornication^ Undeahnefi^ inordinate Afib* 
QioUy evil Cpncopifcenoe^and CovetoufnciStWhicb 
is Idolatry ; and to put off Anger, Wrath, Malira^ 
Bltfphemy, and filthy Communication out of their 
Mouths; aiKJ 10 put on Bowels of Mercy , Kii^ 
oefs, kutnblenefs of Mind, Meekneis, Long-fuffer- 
ing, fo as to forbear one another, and forgive one 
another. To let the word of Chrift dwi;U ta 
* diem richly,in all Wifdom, teaching and adoipniflk 
ing one another in Pfalms and Hy mns,ahd fpirito^ 
al Songs, iinging with Grace in their Hearts.^nto 
the Lord ; and whatever they do in wordtor dcfil^ 
to do it ail in the Name of cue Lord ^c/ms Chri^y 
;iving thanks untaQod, and the Father, throuj^ 
um. To be-poor iiii Spirit, to be meek,.to hunger 
and thirft after Righteoufineft, to purifie their 
hearts,^ to fcilow Ptwce' with tllMen as much as 
in tfattm lies. To be patient under ^ Slander^ ^ 
proaches^ and Perfeoitioiis. To live in a ienfe of 
'Ititure Joys, and of an everlafting Reoompenee. 
To avoid alt apparent otcafions of Evfl> cvf n 
thuigs that tre barmlefs in themfehre^i if t^y 
^oyoke or ieinpc tp Sin. To av»id ^P^9% 
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iti their ordinary Difaourre& and Commtinications; 

t6 love their finemies ; to do gpod to thetxi that 

hats them; to -pray, for them which perfecute 

therti, and defpitefully ufc th^in. To give Alms 

iMTithout ^ny finider ends ; to pray without affe* 

d»ib<¥ of' vnin apploufe, or laying any flrefs upon 

the length of their Prayers. To fail without 

OibeAtStion ; CO la^ u^ theyr Treiafure in Heaven ; 

t6 tkiift God's Providence in their relpefitive Cal? 

liiigi -dhd Conditions; to love him better than 

theW^ld; to ufe (the Wdrld as if they us^d it 

iftot: -'^ot to gri^vb the Holy Spirit of God, 

i^tehy they ase> fealed unto .the day of R^ 

lieiilptiaA ; aot:^to- jodge: raffaty^ but to for^aEfce 

their gt^ater Sins j~belbre they final fwlt with tbe 

iel^p it§in%reffia6&of their Neighbours ; fio% to 

t$b c6ld^^tta indifi^ixnt in. matters of Piety; jQcJt 

%b ib^^eBvifli^ 'or ifroward, or impatient^ fo 

-I^H^it to tiie Reproofs and :Exhorta,tV>lls !of' 

ftichfal- 'MonitDti5';i«ot tobe.pleafedwith^their 

oWn^lPfaifeS) abr to- comply with.finful Men in 

itief^ 'i^bious < Inclinations ; . not to liften tp, the 

'iD^ate^ of ^lefti and Ek)odvto the cenfures^ back- 

'feifin^, Ml^f^oUes^ iffpcbriions^ which prppliane 

''M<^n'<[^fbiiipon tttff)W^ys of Holinqfs rto be.bojd 

i^'Li^^i4i maindatn^Rigthq.MottQiju: of.Bj^igjioOy 

<^%l$l§4fP(liring^^iiK ^pod 'ia^lfiaiail Gen^ryiipft ; 

-^ r^atl{' >«i tln^^.Drait; w^y^ j and take . p»i(«i > 4$r 

'l^il^tlk ''>T4>''bV)6id HypesfitejlaAd to tfmiS^ 

•^ffie^^B^dfetTi^'BjtitiieMrrLivia ^laoth toh^s^Md 

• ISAJeMWhat 'tlie|f:ifaeHr4 ai»i tei'jhriM jortht^rnfts 

i^eti (oft^liilifeocoam ; «iid . toi : let; jticif Uglii; ' {o 

oftlhi'befkdl^Ieo^'thatMtfaey n^.fee. th^jgo^d 

'•^i Worfoy 
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Works; '^rld^ glorifi^tTitff Father which is ift H^. 
vep. 'To' be feithfttt'iimo Death," Sndl^d holddlit 
to the eh4 ; and id'ftiffer for iht t6ftttnony^df 
Jeft^s^M Cod thihk' fit to call -them' to it; MA 
to c^fi^er.him tHat^<lh|rfcc| fu'ch cbtitrMi^n df 
Sinners againft himfelf,.|eft jthe^ '^Befli^eary amd 
faugjt ifj their Miiids i i6\ feed ' the. Hungiryv^^ 
cloath ihe'Naked, atra v^i^t the jidc^ and to hope, 
aocl't<^'beiieve,. that th^ihall b^ rhk^d^ aetHc- 
flefurr^^^iqh of the jftrft. '' ' .' ' ' • . ^ 

' tKcfefjatfc tile jgr^'teflbns-'5v« b% df -IVlMb 
that they Would hearken tb ; Leflons^hkh wocfid 
refine tl^ir ^uli,"dar?fie'theii^ Heafon^makediefn 

,fit fofconv/erfiifi ^Ith^im ttert dwelleth ih 'tHc 
tteay!?As.r/, ' ' '"'' '' •' '' "' • ' " ■'■t' 
t'^f* ^^^^ fee; "tlnrigs>e' would havethcWl k. 
hour im?r/ whcfli wtf taifrear tfiem to turn, Otr to 
be con^rerted uiii'S^Gofli 'AndTl»^hat'ti*e «llkhe1fe 
PorRjuiances, • M. ftflSes injciiAdd bf ow l/#d 
and Ma]fter,.upori..plil?etf fta^iriaftott': He lha«h 
proi^ged; that thofe';^hO Vififair^' ndglea ilWfe 
Laws,a4d do notfljidk thcmfefves' oWigtd 'to 
obey ithem, wheH %t<they ibrbfeft themfelverf^lo 
be jtiis ' Diftiples, M 'fihd by ' wolnl ^Experiedfce 
whfl'thkjsio treaJ'^ddr foot the' Son of God, 

'•^d ia &fh'aWay tV^yfiim tHtt'ij[)6aky frOtn HA- 
v^V^m JsrurtihiMf te0vedr>h«*«'M 
inalieffefc oftiis Wtatbri, a^d iflighc' ifi^ 

* reafenaW terms ,W;'5^'w'atiDft,1iiid" fehterttift^b 
Me1^9'^i^h'Cp(lte^;^.an^ olFif^c 

, cihtSi>^i'"rfor 'tBftlfeJ^neir Repehtwde by Tea^s, 

and' sSfftiV' jfaa'"'TOf&&Stfido, -a^^ 

for 
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for the future^ to let tbem have that eternal MUe^ 
ry^that uoqvefichable Fire, whereby be thought to 
flight and wean, them from their Lufts, and to 
drive them into Paradife, and which i^ fofar from 
terrifying of thraa^bat the^ run into it moft gree- 
dily^ feem to invade thole Flames^ and to be in 
love with endidfs Agonies, 

And now let any Man inhis wits jad^e, wbe- 
timr Converfion in that fenfe we fpeak oi^both in 
publick and private^be not indifp^fably nec^flary? 
And whether Coniideration how to be converted, 
fall not under the iameneceflity? OurNature$ are 
not fo very prone to goodnefs^that we may yield 
CO thefe Laws, without exafpining aiid thinking 
what we ought to take, to work our hearts into 
holy wilUngnefs to fubmit , for it^s a fwiming 
againft the flream, dimbing up a Hiil, running 
counter to our inclinations ; and therefore the 
Soul had need be feafonod with thoug|htsofthc 
admirable contrivance, goodnefs, profit, benefit, 
and advantages of thefe Laws, and of the love 
aod compafTion of God that (bines in tbem ; and 
of the harmony, order^ calmifefs, peace, and fatis- 
' faction Obedience caufes,. before we can conform 
pur Will to his Will, who is refolved, that Dogs 
and Swine fliall not enter into Heaven. Indeed 
a Man that will obey , and be, faved, muft be a 

- thinking Man, his Mind muft fet fail, and launch 
out into the deep ; fetch the ancient HUrmitsftom 

/jfEgjipt^S^ifftsirom Jerufaltm^ PMrthians^tt^MeJes^ 

- fM Elamitcs^ add what Holy Men lived formerly 
oin Pontut 4nd Afidy Fbtygiaaud PampfyUa^ znd 

^ bring thorn into lus own ClofeTi fee theitt bbfore 

1 tttS 



6f €mfitttation. 1^3 

his Thqughts, behold how they kept under their 
bodies, ahd brought them in fubjeftion, left they 
fhould itiifs bf'a rccompence in the refurreftidn 

But what fhaU v;^e fay ? when Men aVe refol vd 
to live Tilce 'Swfiie,.ahd wiH ribf believe, that 
Gojd deijjiands that Holinefs of therri,the Scripture 
fpcakspifjj' When tftey ^Yic'ttQiid to be altog^. 
tiier fucfi art one, as thfcy themfclvcs , a friend to 
Sini *nd. ^alle in his ''threatpiiigs • " when tbey be- 
lieve, that 'bifcoukes , of pivihes about C6»t/^r/f(7» 
are nbn^ore'but tdlkj'a' caft^of their Office, and 
that theinfclvetfgivc no credit i;o the things, they 
Preach to others VAvh^ri they d^bUcvc, that God 
denies tl^em, ttotHihg tharthfeiir'^Jaturp prompts 
them to, and, is pleaVd 'w^f h their FroUcks, and 
pivertifeipentsr^wHcin^they'bfelitivc',' that the 
^ireat aid of their Cf^^ian is to get- Money jahd 
that they have a, Beingjgiven them in this world" , 
to iilf their Beities wfflhalf the^todinties they dan 
get; w^fa ffiey dp, not heartily telieve^a Judg- 
ment ta^orpe,, and.l«bok Upon th0 flan;«fs'tff To- 

they take vjrorld'y 
ind wi(h there 
were no othj^r Beatitudci aftifir tliis fife! j ; but Ma- 
l?()»/<V's Par^dife. When thby account that to 
be,' the beft Calfirk;; aitt^ Condition, and Placd 
for them to live irt,' where the j-, have fulnefs 
of 'Bread, • and f^loney " e^ndugh, '' 'and Inftrumehts 
of eafe,"/s eoachesf M CMrs, arid Horfes, and 
Servants to, attend them^ When they do fd, 
wc hlid' £s' jgSod tem^t jth^m to 'kodick their 

h6iids' igalrtff i Will, as ' 'perfuade Aem into d 

Q fcrious' 
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ferious Confideration of their ways. Without 
all peradventure, it's worth Confidering^ that God 
intends fomething by the aforefald Precepts, 
and that they are not defigned for Beads, and ir» 
rational Creatures; that God doth not think fo 
light of them as we do; and hatha fenfe of Ho- 
nour, and will not lee a wilful contempt of things 
fo Sacred, and fo Venerable, go unpuniihed ; that 
Obedience makes Men like unto God, and caufes 
them, in fome meafure, to approach the Hoiineis 
of his Nature ; that thofe certainly muft be in a 
better condition, when tjhey come to die , who 
follow thefe Rules, than the other, that know no 
Laws, but the diftatesof their own iicentiouf- 
nefs ; that thefe Laws enjoin nothing, but what 
agrees with, and promotes, the profperity of Man* 
kind ; and that ii we believe God to be jealous 
of his Glory, to obey thefe Laws, muft, in aU 
probability, be the moft likely way to pleafebimi 
that thefe precepts do iignally advance the Digni* 
ty of Humane Nature, and clofmg with them, 
ihews the generofity and greatnefs of Man^s Soul, 
that he dares live above the common level of 
Mankind ; that to become fubjed to thefe l^ws, 
is thefafeft courfe, and a Man can lofe nothing 
confiderable, by that fubjeftion, if there were no 
other World ; that all thofe that fubmit to thefe 
Laws, cannot be Fools, and if the wifeft of Men 
clofe with thefe Injundions, it muft to fpeak 
moderately, be very great imprudence to . laugh 
at them. 

But wiMsre^onveiNridti is thought a thing fu- 
perfluous, no marvel, if Con^^ation be look'd 

v.*.*.V' 
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as a task fit only for Men, who have no^ 
tiling etfe to employ their time in ; And yec in 
their temporal concerns fuperfluous things are 
mod coveted. Rooms of State they feldom rtiakc 
ufe of, more provifion than they cail well fpend, 
more furniture than they iieed^ more Garments 
than they have juft occafion for ; fo that fu{)er- 
fluous things are not always caft afide, ind there- 
fore Converfion might, at leaft , be as much 
minded, as thofe fuperfluities of Vanity. But 
the fame reafon that ferves them in Tempofal, 
doth not ferve them in %iritual things, and they 
will count that a good Argument in matters re- 
lating to their Bod&s, which they will by no 
means admit of in a ^int relating to their Soul^ 
though, the cafe and circumftances be the fame^ 
And as it is with Men, that will not receive a 
Prefent lent them from one they fcorn, they do 
not only refuie the Gift, but will not fee the Mef- 
fenger that brings it/ So here, Confideration 
being the Meflenger that would prefent then^ 
with the vaft Treafure of Converfion, they do 
not only tejeOt the Gift, but the Donour too. In- 
deed , where People defpife the Houfe , they^U 
have no great value for the Porch ; and when 
the end feems deedlefi, they'll not trouble them- 
fclves much about ufing the means that lead to 
it. And fuch perfons we muft leave to be con- 
vinced of the neceflity of Converfion , by their 
punifhmeht. Since Reafon cannot perfuadc 
them. Judgment muift take away the veil fronfi 
their Eyes. What Exhortation cannot effeft. 
Thunder muft produce. What they will not 

O z believe 
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'forced 'to eive ' aflent to ' bV th^'fSiieS;' th%§fWili 

eVe loftg feel the rage a 

who could not be Glorij 
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the way ^o life is but. One, fdthe, "wf^tiifaf -^iad 
fo Deftruftion ar6 itifinir^,^titf Withottt 'riddtier. 
Arid fuch root doth 4 SirrfijMi^,^ff'iiot mck*d 
betimes, take in rheii, that if tHicy' 'can but fihd 
the fliadpw.of' an excafeitjiefMViibtW^to 
fey hold ■ of . it> that they ' may tiot ^arif'^h 
what they 16ye fo dearly. ] It's f rofp Kfen'c^i fhat 
all their tittle attpoiptjf tO •pisr^oi'm tljeir Dtittes, 
l^afs with ihehi' for "the Diitifes teitf^esl^a^^^^^ 
lifting up, or itjoving a piccex)f Lead, were 'iii 
much as carrying of jt from one"j>iac^ to ^no- 
tlier. Tl«y . Would b^ angry with tfe^ir '^vkiits 
if demahded, what Work they have dbrfei'they 
Ihould'repty , that tl^ey have execriitSed th^ir • Ma- 
ker's Command, when they have only touched 
the , Plow with a firiger, or played witrrii to di- 
vert them J and take it very ill of 'a Watertrtati, 
that (hould ask Money of them foir carrying'theni 
to "the place, they intended for, if he mould but 
give a ftrokc or two with his Oar, and fo give 
over, and laugh at that perfon, that (hould pre- 
tend lie hath made them afire, when he hath 
laid but two dr three tUcks together. The foWy 

they 
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they ^fiod fa^It,;Wittl in others^.they prad^e t hem- 
felve^ f^, an^ w^iic they pretend , to take the Mote 

outof t^ir iBirother^s Eye, tney are in&nrible of 
• the fieani, that ij m their own ; for tjus. we 
finci, they do proceed^ when, exhorted to a k« 
riousO^fideratioh of their, ways; they take 
e^rory fed Thought of theii . Spiritual Concerns 
foi', CoaS^^ztuftt^ and a rambling imagination 
of their ^ger, .paHes. for :C0ntemplati6n o( their 
I Spiritual -Wftfdi^l^j^u,,.' 

Becaiife libw ahd\hen, when fome lois. or ^f- 
flidioni)efalJ|f i^bem* a melancholy conceit deals 
iaiat^limms^l'am when they caiio6ttui.ve their 
WiU,,,or are q-qffie^ji; i^nd^ difappointecl In, their 
Worldly cxp^^tlpn^ .tl;iey begin ^ Yret, and 
grow imp^ient,, and in that impatieiice give a 
look to theimage of JeffiSf and his Oiiciples, who 
endured^ ^cat affli£^ions.^ hecaufe when their 
Childrej^ have dealt unkindly by, .them, or po- 
verty IS Jike to come upon ihem, they vouchfafc 
to let in a iranfient, Conteny)kt^^ of the World's 
Vanity j and wlie^ ibme great Man htth caft 
them^pff^ or Jthcir .Frieii^ are difpleafed with 
thein» t-feey •4o*jd5ghy3JTefIeft on the never-fading 
coinpaiSoa oEp£)^. aadfiaiik a ..carelefs look on 
their Sins, A^^^ayZhaye defcrved the trouble 
they are undferV they give outj. they cofifider the 
things that Bebng Hnto their Peace;, aiid if 
thofe flaihes do' nof produce thefe eCe^i in 
them the Holy Ghoi^, expe£b, they are apt ^o 
chargei!. ConCideration ! with infuificiency ; and 
cry. out a^nll. it, as a means improper to Pro- 
duce that ferioufhefs oflife, which God requires 

O3 of 



of them, in order to everlafting titappifiefi ; sus if , 
like Apqfortis^ it woald take out the Ink which 
Sin and the Devil have caft on their Souls in a 
moment^ and a Raven could be idBtnged into a 
Swan, with an Almighty \Fm^ let it ie fo^anJk 
wHJi le fo ; wherein they appear to me like young 
,«nd hafty Chymifts, that iaire impatient, and 
^will not let the Menftruum ftahd long enough^ 
'but would have the Experiment perfeft, before 
the matter be ripe for operation : and thus they 
come to mifcarry, ^ 

' To think how Men play the fool with Religioay 
how aukardly they go about it, and how iilly 
the Apologies are, they make for this fi^ledl', 
cannot but niake a fobier Man admire, how it^ 

Sffible for them to fmk into fuch fimplicity, or 
idnefs rather to delude their own Souk They 
know it is not a ftroke or two that will fell a 
Tree, nor knodcing twice, or thrice, that yf\\i 
pull down a Houfe, nor blowing (lightly , that 
Will make green wood bum ; and yet that they 
fhould be fo fottifli, fo impertinent , fo abomi« 
nably carelefs in the greateft concern of their 
Lives ; and Fancy, that a few carelefi Thoughts 
now and then will produce that circumfpe£b Life 
God commands and urges, betrays fo great a 
fhallownefs of Reafon, and is an aft fo weak, 
that I know not how to give it a name difpara- 
gingand low enough. 

- Alas Confideration, as hath b^n hinted 
before, is a frequent/ reiterated, lively reprefen-^ 
tationof the danger of a fmful Life ; and, SIN* 
NERy Didft not thou go about it like a Man 
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that is io jeft, thou wouldft fee what wonders it 

doth csQfe. Didft thou fet upon this thoughtful! 

Cask in fober fadnefs ; and if the firft, and fecond, 

and third Confideration , would not weaken 

the Fortifications ) or ftrong holds of iniquity, 

a(&iult them with fireih fupplies of Thoughts, anct 

aggravate the Sins, thou wouldft be rid of, and 

think how often flirted convidions border upon 

the Sin a^iinfl. ths Holy Ghoft, and move God 

to fwear m his wrath, that fuch Men (hall never 

enter into his Reft, thou wouldft not find that 

relhih in Sin, which now thou doft; thou woukift 

find it hath more of the Gall and Wormwood in 

it than of the Honey. The fenfual appetite 

would lofe much of its heat and fury, and thy 

paffioos would be brought into a cooler temper, 

E/iJha bids the King of IJraelfmite upon the %K(mnJ^ 

and he fmote thrice y and flayed ; And the Man df 

God was wroth with him^ and f aid y thon fi)OHldfl 

have Jmitten five or fix times y then hadfl thon finite 

ten Sryria //// thou hadfi confumed them^ % Kings 

13. 18, 19. An emblem of what is to be done 

in the qife before us. Sin may be weakened 

by fome ftrokes of Confideration, but will qot 

be eonfumcd withqi^t thofe ftrokes be often re? 

peated. 

One great error Men lie under, is this, that 

they confider the pleafure of Sin, more than th t 

benefits of aferious Religious Ufe; and what* 

ever hath moft of my Confideration, muft necef- 

iarily prevail moft with me. Let but the want 

Qf God^slove be more thought of, than outward 

poverty! and Gods Holineis, and hatred of Sin 

O 4 dwell 
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dwell .pn your Underflftadings more, th^ tifi dif<- 
pleafure and contempt o£ Men. Let bu^);l^e(^bn- 
cerns of yput Souls have more of your' Coptem- 
flatipns t^n ttiefatisfaftion9f:theO«fli,aitcl you'll 
fee other ?Sei^s. . , 

But where Mcp fufler >Aion, 

they Iiaye either felt or r^iipon 

their, fancy, and fport it lagina- 

tion, where they dandli tp and 

call thq finilbg pleafure ti i(i_ the, 

real aiid folid picaiures *,i)be 

fprmer ejnnot but get thp,tett^,,anf! play the 
Sovereign,. aodinJe the Soiil, as \)!in ajje^r (,t0 
P), ntipn no ;Rqre) from the|e tjv^p ini[\^ces f ,Si^ch 
^ eMaii is , troubled with laicfv^iM .Tlioughtai, 
and J(lft(u! De(ii;sf|; wh^J).' th?, il^l. ' '¥'"8f't 
jliobts iirft into tbg Min^, ifh^ .^jpf^ijently call 
in Confideratipns of God's projiibitiona and an- 
ger,, and of everlafting humingi, a(idiel bcibr^ 
his Eyes th^ fate of Sof/om and (jomorreh^ the bre- 
yityi.aijd tranfitorynefs qf theje flelhly ^t^fafti- 
pns, th?,tei|rs, (|ift jpgmih,', the, grief Aeypuft 
pod hiij!, if ,e\(<j5. 094- mould aojept ojf,l)im,; the 
)j(iferl:?inty; pf his Liffi,,,tjie ,Jja?Eard,fic f^uijis' of 
bejng ,<^( o(|,l)i;fprf hS.ffXi.tej' TOE^i^P '^• 
pent; the multitude and variety of Sins, ni:^ t^fts 
Vill engage hiin„in j, fh? Pifejfw and Infirinities 
he.qjay procure ; thp tin(iuiet(ie|s ,oJ C^nfciepce, 
he ihall pull <Jo\t;n upoq himf^U, Wc. and re- 
folveitp, splarge, upon ihefe,, [(lifcipflramtiient?, . 
?nii dp jt ,,afl oifen ap hf, $nj^, (lif fl^'grp\y 
Bnruly and ,(iput)Iefpn),..l}e*ll„(:qtainjyi get, tbe 
yifto^, 3flfii,„(aptivatSj.inis,'i ,I,uflg,/tp,, the 
■ . , ' '"pbe- 
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obedieqee of Chiift Jefas, 

fidfTuipns are c^led in ott 

and tl>e' Sioner, to. maRc 

fbi'thefoIl7lve<l<<tidh^ln 

ofthe crying c;KiM,|"ll!s' 

any tbvetoths'Dunfj'bUt' 

Njen' go tb.th? GalW^; 

fittli^' of'bii \xtnv'i^Ace, aodthitj'vi'hlth' gfa: 

tifieiP his, fickly paffons, it liifiifcdtb'Bei the 

chiefgueftof Kis UnderlWading;' when (rfilead 

of Atgumen^f afeairiJl ifiifej CtSli.^e'^^H^ M 




aiiathit ' fiyt',"'"Gid' rteittKfihd'' 
weak b!s niture'ls, jqd'^Hri hioAtH 
t6 alliiW himfcif loiig^ ii) it;' anUtot 
4v6rd it, ' but ' ' caiinot • ; 'ahd llhat the H 
his paliion Wl, excufi <fie' lieiiibtffn 
cKAeia'dd tha't iriort^Meo 'havi 'had ineir , irtv- 
licks' in tliiif yi^iige'r days',' ©V.-*herc'(iii;!fuf?ei:j 
the Icirianiilances of his' laft^Nights "tevclll^ii 
toi6i!i''tt\ liIs'Mind, riow foft' fucli' amBracet 
wer^, lioW kind,the perfon wjs,"tha^ feve.dhim, 
hotv fwee't her addreiTes Were,' hoW 'nieftihg'her 
Sfrilles arid 'F^vours^ toW, pl&fifi^ what flie faid 
^ftd,^, ho\V''M?rry the 'rri'ofetirtg was^how "ealic 
he Was under !th"ofe;fenfual rk^tdres, '',gH3 
otherfefci'fbns'Wbuld be totfive'njch'an < tiiriiiy 
as'jleli'ad ; hbw'he \>'ai HeighlH^d by i Cup, 
hiiWSIbvaiBii^Jviffi'ftatfrlltldUs Driiiii f'that 
Liquor ivrtfi He'JJ/atigeifjmf!ydi(po&d\ or, t,h'e 
cardjes' of fiicfa 'a'B«»uty,,h()*,fucha'One',' ap- 
. 1 . ... ,, . ,.. i.i 'plauded 
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plauded him for his Wit, how taking tha( Jeft 
was, how delighttd the Company was with his 
Raiiery, &c. Where, I fay, the Mind dwells up* 
on fuch light and frothy Conceptions, and what- 
ever would dafli them, is only mewn, as it were, 
to the mind, but is not fuffered to enter in to 
take ipoKcSion; beats only dgainft the fancy, is 
not permitted to mingle with it, or if it enter, is 
quickly thruft out again; and if it be allowed a 
feat tnere, is foon difmlHed, and turned away 
again ; there certainly the Man mud continue a 
(lave to his corruptions and paffionate defires, and 
the Confiderations, which were to produce feri- 
oufnefi and Obedience in him, cannot but be in- 
efleftual, beeaufe they do not lie on long enough ; 
as &lted Meat will not lole much of its faltifh 
tafte, if but dipt in water, nor cloth imbibe a 
tindure, that is but fprinkled upon't. 

Another receives a fignal injury, the affront 
fuffers is great and notorious ; on a fudden 
Ills paffions are up ; His underftanding is fruit- 
ful, fuggefts a thoufand methods to him, how 
l^e might right himfelf The DevU fecretly 
helps to enlarpe the heinoufnefs of the Fa^^ 
enriches the mvention, makes it quick, appre-« 
henfive, fills him with the unhappy Images of 
s^ravating circumfiances, reprefents to his Mind 
the fweetaefs of revenge, the difmal afped of 
the indignity, the unmfferablenefs of the dif- 
grace, the ways and means how to compafs his 
vindi£^ive defign, the (hame that's thrown up- 
on his Honour, the bafenefs of the injury, the 
fordidnefi of the a£tion, the ingratitude that's 

ihewn 



fiiewa in it, the ancLvility the ofllbiidcr htth diA 
covered^' the Verdifts of bis acqattotanee, in cale 
he doth not reward the ofieodcr aeeording to bii 
work, the blot' that will be upon his Family for 
ever, the various advantages he formerly had 
agatnft the wreteh, wluch yet he iborned to take, 
&c. And while his IVfind is filled wkh thefe ima- 
^nations, it^ poflible, reflexions on the folly of 
nis anger, and the Charity he ows to all Mankind, 
the example of Chrift and his Apoflles, prayuig 
for their Perfecutors, the generofity of pardoning 
kn otkofXf and forbearing of revenge, when it 
lies in oui^ power to be even with tne offender ; 
filch Thoughts as theiis, I fry, may ftrike his 
Mind; but if he fuflSer the motives to revenge 
to k>dge more qiuedy in his Mind than the/ mor 
tives to patienoe and forgiveneiis, itVfoon gud&'d 
which of thefe will be Conquerors. Let but. his 
Mind rununate and enlarge more upon the great 
Duty of forbearing Revenge; than upon the plea- 
fure of taking Reverse ; Let him refolve to lay 
afide the thoughts ofthe latter, and only take a 
view of the ^rmer, and when any motions to 
tdBfiSt on the injury, and to take it ill come in, be 
peremptory, that he will think of nothing but'th<t 
boiuty 01 Meekneis and Patienoe ; asd the 
Thoushts which enflamed his Spirits, and made 
the Btood boil in his veins, will cool by degrees, 
and the motions of the flefli will ^ve ground to 
thbfe of the Spirit. 

' The fame may be faid of all other fins, vfh\eh 
he that names the name of Chrift, is obliged to 
depart from} he that would he rid of them, muft 

not 
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oot let the: tiiaaficory : fau^k^tkmi, thofe iki$, 9^' 
ibp^/hpvi^vor in tus^mind more, thui r tj|^^ grei^ 
vortib of an iriu^^ w^^re tjbie latter b 

fBade the fMft ftequenc pbjei^ of par thoughts. 
Love tp: the other wiUd^rin.41e awa.j{« aii^: at lafi 
^pire. f or pur lovp changes, .»i4 inpyeis. from 
pne thiag to appthei;^ the channs^pf the new 
c>i>|eft ar|9 mpfe fre<|u^ntly reprefeiitpi tpour 
Minc^i anc! t^e attra^ive& of the oa^, are inc^ 
thpi^ht pQsthaji tjie pthefr;^. It is foki the very 
Ways of Sip. The JLu(Uv4 $pt leaves the ^uty 
hedpfojj p^MJui(ippw,>p4 i^ tranfpprtfd: with 
jutt^h&,., JWi»at*5 tlwreafopj? JfajBrncwObjc^ 
rolls in his IVlM^daad Faiey, more than the oth^r, 
Ai4cqof^u5Qtly^c<aptiva68^^^ hi&aflfeaipns piprc j 
lb that were: the jov^eii, that^is in Goodoels, fet 
t^qre the ^$%q£|((ea(oot mpr&ttianthiB^e^udes of 
iin, Goodpf {s .^yjtj[|e Qrlce, pi, ' :<?od wmud .«t laft 
jpre|x>adeHW»a9<iiarry,awy tlw ^ : 

. ;TpmMce.thif.a^^e%f,,^.eneed<90 qtmi |>coqf 
Jbiit coi|i(|Qiop: e^fieppe ; and thqi^b after a Mni 
fiajfe f liVpio^^ ;?0:lhe ^ibufnefeof lidarling bo- 
,fotR;fip; he nwLy ,^ ia^'^ .«ga^>> :ywtheargu- 
ineo^S; which maj^jigaipft ityand prpmpt him to 
•P^ with it, heingr called in.i^Qin and dgainy and 
laki , pu afrdih; .at^ as they wt?a?'OUt, or decay, 
renewed and ftreogth^ned with greater inforcives, 
it. will he g)i|Rd^Th»t he who finned with cpuiage 
and copfidenpe before^ txigins now to (in . with 
trembling, and reludancy of Mind, and at laft is 
^oved to bid an Eternal farewel . to ir. The fre- 
igufnt thinking on shefe i^fons, the renewed and 
I«jtt?''afc4. : CoQtnuplatiqps : of the l^orrid ingrati- 

: ?. tudc 
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tud« agairtft.Godi, and afthe ftiamc and forrow 
the Sirt hTi(ft;?nci ifii^ firft /Weaken, and loofen the 
poifohous Wantj^'^ 'brtiife it, and at laft do 
quite /6ot 1^^ ii^ , and cfeftroy it. Which is the 
redJfdfl'Whj^the Atmighty ealb to Mtn^ Ifa. ^6. 8. 

]^ek€inli^^^ and (Ifew jour felves Men; Bring il 
IS^dinto ydurmhJjO je trapifffejiors. To fhew, that 
without often repeated Cbnfiderat ion, they will 
cbnl:in(ie fetled upon their Lees ; and that,without 




w|th tfie next optjoriunity 

/ , X. Impediment. 

' ,5i/'^ C^onvji^ft mth evil . Cmpdny. There is not 

c^ftiiWy'i greater encouragement to real Ho- 

fimiil thaiji Religious Society, and good exam* 

pies. 'If hat Innocence; we fee, makes deeper 

impreflions on our hearts, than that we hear of^ 

and ptir Ejres afford\ greater motives to imita^ 

rion; thaii oUi: Eairs]' A fteligious friend charms 

me into that Pieiy, he embraces, and his kind- 

nefs inftUls hisi , bevotiofi into my Soul. I am 

apt to inibibe'his Principle's of virtue, with his 

kind expreflions ; arid frequent converfe makes 

his goodnefs as fapiiUar to me, as his Ferfon. The 

fevereft mortifications, if l fee them i)erformed 

by thofe I love, lofe much'oF their hgor and 

difmal afpeft, and become amiable j and as un- 

pleafinga thing, as felf- denial is, it looks more 

cafie and facile , when he, I am intimately ac- 
quainted 
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^imnted withal^ (hews me that it b phdicabfey 
it doth not appear fuch a formidable things as 
before it did. His attempts dafli the thoughts ojf 
impoffibility, and when a thing comes once withid 
the compafs of poABUlitjr, there is that natural^ 
or acquired generofity in fome People, astofcom 
to leave that undone, which other Perfofts dare 
to do ; and the refult of feeing their eadeavours 
is commonly this queftion^ if luch a Man can do 
io. Why cannot I ? 

There is no Senfe works upon the AfTefHons 
like that of Sight, it makes the objefl^ live in the 
tJnderftandbe, and from thence the Will and Af- 
feftions are iolicited into embraces of it 
was the reafon why the Chriftians of old, 
they would in fober (adnefs apply themfdves td 
a truly Chriftian life, retired intoDe^rts, wheref 
fome devout Hernuts had their CellSj that by 
looking on their exemplary Devotion, they might 
be tempted into a cheerful imitation of their Good> 
fiefs. 

And as it is with the Reli^us Sodety, it both 
makes the task of the greater and weightier 
matters of the Law lels difficuk^ and kindles de^ 
fires in our Breafts, to follow fo excellent a 
pattern ; fo evil Company on the othei fide^ 
doth as much diicourage Men from perfor- 
mances , as are fomewhat troublefome to flefb 
and blood ; and hereof, Confideration of their 
ways is not the leaft. This implies fome felf- 
deniai, and the found of the word imports 
making War with the loft and fickly defires of 
the fleihj and having wrought their owfi 

Hearts 
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Hearts into a deteftation of this Daty t thN* 
fright others from it, as from MeJUpfs Heacf, 
which Will certainly turn them into ftones, or 
infenfible Creatures ; they care not for finceie 
Devotion themfelves, and would not have others 
live ftrider , and precifer than their Neighbours; 
For, to fee others live better, is to receive a check 
and the goodnefs of fuch perfons is a fecret re- 
proof of their own carelefiiels. Converfe be* 
comes uneafie, where the other Party is Reli^. 
ous, and nothing is fo gireat a reftraint upon 
their inclinations, as the confdentiouihefi of a 
companion. That eives a reprimand to their Hu- 
mor, and, as muQard laid upon the Nurlb Nipples 
mars the Childs greedineCs after her Milk, fo the 
modeft and ferious behaviour of thofe, they are 
to converfe with, embitters that Mirth, they 
would gladly take their £11 of, and therefore as 
they mve a low efteem of the ways of God, lb 
they would not have others prize them at a 
higher rate. They delight in fenfual fatisfa^ 
ons, and look upon other Mens difcourfes con- 
cerning Spiritual Delkht, as Nonfence. They 
are averfe from fubjeaing themfelves to the 
Will of God, and would nave others as dUb- 
bedient as themfelves. They think it was a 
far better World when there was not fo much 
Praying and Preaching as there is now, and 
would have others flight Chrift's invitation 
to the Supper of the Lamb, as much as theln- 
felves. 

He that makes fuch his fsimiliars, and looks 

upon them as difcre(^ and rational Men, muft 

nece(&^ 
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mctfhfity ^^ontihife' a ftrstnger to Confic!eri|ti6ti 
of tiii S^f ritual and ^verldding Concjerns : for^ as 
£hcy are' no' admiircA of Difcourfes; which may 
advaitce the Welfare of a $oul> and feldochi taj^e 
the nariie of God in their Mouths, extdpt it be irt 
thcitr Oaths and Curfcs j fo to be furc, theyil te)l 
very difmal and doleful! Stories of Religion ufjoti 
an occafions^and reprefent the feverer pertorimances 
of Piety, in fuch an antick drels, that he, wfeo 
prizes their coihpany, or acquaintance, ihall a^* 
j^aird th^ji' invention, add. admire them for their 
witty Cbtets^ and defpife all ferlous Thoughts 
concerning thingis of everlafting confequence. For 
the Hqtnpr is catchingv and things fct off^ with a 
jeft, firft tickle, and; then make Profelytesj and 
M thdt! at firft a(fifted only in th6' laughter comes 
at laft to imitate^ and he^that bore a part in the 
fmile^nd applaufe, is brought fo far, as to tran- 
fcribe the temper 4hd, inclination. 

The Age we live id^ hath taught the World to 
vend Prophanenefs. under the name of Wit, ahcf to 
cbhtcmn Religion, under the Mantle of Repiar- 
tee, and quicknefs. df Fancy ; and he that loves 
to be withthefe le'aux Efpr it Sj mil in all proba- 
bility, learn to be as carelefs, and as fecure , as 
they. Evil company, where a Man delights in 
it, will infeft him, do what he can ; if he have 
any good in'him, they'Jl waft and confume it ; 
if he be defttture of virtuous Principles, theyil 
iccelp out all Confiderations, as fhall either dif- 
cpmpofe him in his folly, or ftied Refolutions 
ihto his Soul!; V come away, and feeka better 
tyngdoto J infomuch that it may truly be faid 

of 



of fuch i Manias of him ia the tiofpel, who tra- 
velled from JerufaUm to Jericho^ That he is fallen 
among Rebhers^ tvho firip him oj ally and leave him 
miferahk^ Luke lo. 30. 

Evil Companions are the Dcvirs Agents, whom 
he fends abroad into the World to debauch Virtue 
and to advance his Kingdom ; and by thefe Am« 
bai&dorS) he efleds more than he could do, irf 
his own Perfoa His own ihape and appearing, 
would fright rather than allure, and as well as 
Mea like Sin, did they fee the Father of it, they 
would not be very fond of being his Children; 
But aAing in the Children of difobedience, which 
are of the fame fle(h and blood with us, and Crea- 
tures of the fame ihape, and from which we have 
no averfion, but rather fometimes a great af&fti- 
on to, the bait is eafily fwaliowed : Thefe are his' 
Fa(9:ors, and by thefe he draws Men into Eternal 
darknefe. By thefe he pecks up all the good Seed 
that's fown in us, and infufes bad qualities into 
our better part^ Thefe laugh Med into deftru- 
fl:ion, and damn them in kindnefs. Thefe fawn 
Men into Mifery, and tickle them into an Eternity 
of Torments. Thefe turn Religion into Jefts, and 
make the Precepts of the Gofpel matter of Raile- 
ry; Thefe are true Devils, that delight in the 
murther of Souls, and (inking into the bottomlefs 
pit, pull down their Adherents with theni. 

And what likelyhood is there, that a Man 
ftould (Tonfider the interelt oit his Soul, that con* 
forts with Perfons, who. do as much as lies in 
them, depretiate the value of it, and flriye to 
put all ferious Contemplations out of his Head ;, 
^ ' P Wftae 
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What probability, that a Man (hould fit dowrTiand 
fet before him the terror of the Lord) and be trans- 
formed by the renewing of his Mind, who, when 
the Holy Ghoft exhorts him to frove what is the 
holy-i acceptaSlCy anJperfciUVill of GoJ ; to ie fervent 
in Spirit y ferving the Lord ; to rejojce in hope^ to he 
patient in trilulation^ to continue inftant in prayer^ tct 
ileJS them which perfecute him^ Rom. ix.z, ii.gets> 
prefently after into company, where all thofe 

. Lcflbns are derided, where the contrary Vices are 
commended, where Confideration^ how to be 
Mailer of theie Graces^ is exploded, as a thing only 
fit for Alms-men , and Hofpital-Boy s, w here 
thefe ferious Exhortations are drowned in Laugh- 

' ter and fuch things fuggefied^ as render a Man 
wife only for the World, and for the Fleftr, and 
make him fagacious how togratifie his head*ftrong 
paffions, and inordinate affe^ions. 

He that confiders his ways, and yet frequents 
fuch fociety, imitates a foolilh Gard'iner^that after 
he hath iown his feed^ and fees it come up, lets ia 
Hogs to devour and tear it up, and with Penelope y 
undoes that at night, which he hath woven in the 
day time ; or like fome foolifh ihcpherd^ having^ 
for fome hours watched his Sheep, leaves them at 
faft expofed to the fury of the Wolf, or fome fudi 
noxious Animal. Confideraion Cas I fhall prove 
in the fequel ) requires feparation ; and when 
God calls, Come out of Baiylon^ ny people ; it is 
not only that they may not participate of thdr 
punifhment, but that they may not ihare in their 
fm,and confequently, that they may beatlcifure 
to coafider how to prcvent,tnd avoid both. 

I 
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I do not deny, but Men may deal and traffick 
UrithMen of a loofe Converfattoo, and not lofe 
tbeir ferioufnefs, nor be difcouragoi from a Holy 
preparation for a better Life ; So St, Paul may con- 
IrerTe with Nerc^ and S. John with Herod* Daniel 
with Neiucha/kiezzary znd Davi J with King Acbifl^: 
So the firfl Chriftians had commerce with the worft 
of Heathens, and he that lives in the World, or 
hath any coniiderable concerns in it, b /breed to 
keep fome correfpondence with Men of ill Princi- 
ples and wotik Pra^^ices. But there is a great 
difl^nce between travelling through £/i&/(7//Vi^nd 
dwelling there ; the former may not change the 
Complexion, but the latter wiU infallibly do it. 

/ wrote to you in an Efifilef not to cotupany with For- 
ftiestors^yet not altogether with the Fornicators of this 
tvorh/f or with, the Ccmetous^ or Extortioner s-^ or with 
Idolaters ; for tbenjon nmft needs go out of the WorUi 
But now I have written to you, not to keep company^ 
J^atrji Atanthat a called a Br other ^ he a Fornicatpr^or 
Covetous f or an Idolater^ a Railer, or a Drunkard, or 
an Extortioner, withfucb an one, not to eaty faith the 
Apoftle, I Cor, s 9, lo, i !• It's one thing to con- 
verfe with a Man as with a Stranger; another to[ 
tonverfe with him as a Brother; one thing to pay. 
the duty of Civility to him, another to.admit himr 
into the number of my Friends; one thing to be 
iiecelfitated to difcourfe with him, another to de- 
light in it J one thing to go into fuch company 
with cautioufnefs and curcumfpedi ion, another to 
rufli into it without fear or wit ; the former doth' 
not import a neceffity of Pollution,the other makes' 

the iofe^ioa inevitable. ^ , ,. 

P ■£ sodaty 
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Society in Sin,ftrangely takes off from the hai- 
noufnefs of it ; it makes the fin appear with a 
fainter red ; it doth not look fo dreadful, when 
Men have companions in their offences ; they think 
there is fome comfort in having aflbciates in ml* 
fcry, and dare to fin more freely, when they are 
not alone in their tranfgreflion. They are afraid 
their fingle valour will never be able to duel God^s 
wrath and indignation, but having ethers join'd 
with them, they may make a ihift to weather out 
the Tempefl of .his anger. They hope God' will 
not damn a multitude of poor Creatures together, 
and fancy the great number of Sinners may fright 
or move the Almighty into compaffion j if they 
fuffer, they think they fhall not fare worfe than 
their neighbours ; afl4.if they fmart for their Re- 
bellion, they fliall be able to bear it, as well as 
their Confederates in the Iniquity. With fuch 
airy notions Men feed themfelves, and though 
thofe are very dangerous Pillows, whereon Men 
fleeping, catch their Death, yet becaufe thqy afe 
foft, and promife prefcnt Reft, they are made ufe 
of, and whatever isfaid to the contrary,is lok'dup- 
on as the Pharifees Boulfters, filled with Nails aiid 
Straw, and fuch harder materials unfit for repofe, 
and inept for cordial embraces. 

Ill Example draws out the inward corruption 
into aftion, and the inbred tvil concupifcencc, 
may be, would lie quiet, or dye, if fuch Patterns 
did not put it into fermentation. Many Chil- 
dren would be modcft, did not their Parents be- 
haviour feducc them into love of their Vices. 
Some Servants have ingenuity in them, and darfl: 

not 
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not V4^nture fo far into Sin as they do, did not 
their Mafler^s example encourage them. J Jam fms 
fjbr Companies fake, and it's like would have con- 
tinued ftedfaft in his innocence^ if he had not feen 
the Woman eat of the forbidden Tree^ and been fo- 
licited to imitate her defperate enterprize. The 
Ifraelites being mingled among the Heathen, learn 
their works ; and having converfed long with the 
/E^tiansy who were great Worfliippers of Oxen, 
ered: a Calf in the WUdernefs of Sina : Growing 
Intimate with the Midianites^ they imitate their 
Whoredoms, and pollute themielves with (Irange 
fle/h, go to the Sacrifices of their Gods, and eat 
of them, and bow down to their Deities- Jofeph 
comes to be familiarly acquainted with Pharaoh^s 
Courtiers, and an Oath, By the Life of Pharaoh^ 
;oes down without bogling or reludancy. Lot 
lad lived among Men, who made nothing of the 
yilefl'uncleanneiTesimaginable,and foon after con* 
fents to inceftuous Copulation. Solomon by hi$ 
intimacy with his Concubines, learns to worfhip 
Pcvils; and his Son Rehohoamy by making the 
young Gallants at Court his Familiars, gro^^ s 
raih, even to his own defiruftion. Had not 
peter gone into the High Prieft's Hall, it»s like 
he would never have been perfwaded into Cur- 
fings and Imprecations. Converfe with Drunk-s 
ards, by degrees, caufes approbation of the lin, 
and at laft delight in it. And thus it mull ntcA^ 
be in the cafe^cfore us. Inconfiderate Men make 
others as fupme and negligent as themfelves ; 
and he that lets his acquaintnce witl^ theni 

grow into familiarity, will be apt to think, thai 

p 5 fure 
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Cure he may negleit C:onficicration of his Ways, as 
well as they { if they venture, why may not he? 
And if they think not the omiflion prejudicial to 
their Spiritual Injereft , why ftiould he terrific him- 
jelf with (Counterfeit Thunder ? It they hope to do 
well af^er this why may not he ? And if they 
fear no revenging Arm, why (hould he make his 
Life milerable, by thinking of punifhment ? 

Imprudent Men indeed [ You may have fcen o* 
thers hang, or drown, or burn themfelves j but is 
this a temptation to you to follow them ? You may 
"have feen a pafTionarc Fool throw himfelf dowa 
from a Precipice, becaufe he could not enjoy the 
reciprocal affeAion of the Party he doatpd on, hue 
doth any of you think this difl:ra6lion merits imita- 
tion ? Becai^le luch a Man ruins himfelf and his Fa-^ 
'mily, I^ave you a mind to do fo too ? Becaufe fucli 
an one doth not mind his Trade, but lies in Ale-* 
hoafes, and Taverns, muft you necefTarily make 
him your Patern ? Becaufe fuch a Man difregards 
ithe Favour of his Friends^ that are both able' and 
willing to affift Jt)iln^ is that ah argument, that you 
rnufl needs leard his ways ? Becaufe fuch an one 
lets his Garden, run to weeds,muft: you therefor^ 
4il yours with Bryars and Thorns f Becaufe 
fuch an one embezles his Eftate, mud you there* 
fore fpend yours in riotous Living ? And will 
you ftorm the Gate$ of Hell, becaufe others are 
fo dejfperate as to do it > Will you howl with 
Devils, becaufe others delight in that Mufick ^ 
Will you fcorn the offers of Salvation, becaufe 
others will not be drawn by the cords of Love ? 
Will ybu run the hazard of lofuig the light of 
"' * ^ '^ '"■ * ' ^- c •• god*}? 
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GocTs countenance for ever, becaufe others know 
not how to prize it. 

O my Soul^ be not thou tempted by thefe 
weak Arguments, follow not a ^multitude to do 
evil. Let not the way ti^t leads to deftrudlion 
invite thee, becaufe many there be that find it. 
Company, whatever rcfrefliment it may be in 
Chains or Piifpns here, can afibrd but little con- 
folation in eternal tlames. Company there will 
but increafe Mens Sorrows, and &>ciety heighten 
their Woes aad Torments ; in that Tophet one 
will not be able to help the other , and the flirieks 
of him that was leduced into fin, will but a^ra* 
vate the groans, and anguifh of the Seducer, when 
he mud remember, that he was that Devil that 
dragged the other intoendlefs tortures. In out- 
ward Calamities, fuch as Poverty, Exile, Baniih- 
ment, Di&race, Contempt, Perfecution, Society 
may give feme eafe,and qualifie the injury ,but in 
anguim of Mind, in tortures of Confcience, Com- 
pany rather inrages thanallays,irritates rather than 
compofes the grief and fadoeis, and fuch dolours 
reign inHelt Strive,Strive,OmySoul,towalkin 
theftrait way. Let not the fmall number of Travel- 
lers fright thee ; it's the likelier way to Heaven,be- 
caufe the great, the mighty, the wife Men of this 
World, will not (loop to this narrow Gate ; for God's 
Ways are not as our ways,nor are his Thoughts as 
our Thoughts, what the World admires, he de- 
fpifes ; and what fenfual Men make light of, he 
Crowns with Glory and Splendor, and Immor- 
tality : So thou canft but be faved , no matter 
how fmall the number is of thofe that arrive 

P 4 to 
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to riappinefs. As fmallasitis, tothefe belongs 
the promife, Fearnot^ thon little Flock^ for it is jour 
Fathers good pleafure to give you the Kingdom ofHea^ 
ven^ Luke 13. 32- 

XL Impediment. 

Xf. J:Jegle^ ofconfultiug with the MiniHersofthe 
Go/pel alout this nee effary work. ' It was God's Cotn- 
'mand of old, The Priefts lips fhould keep knowlei^e 
and they fhould feek the Law at his mouthy for he is 
the Meffenger of the Lord of Hofls^ Mai. x. 7. How 
mean foever the Age we live in thinks of this Fun- 
'ftion of Men, as if they were needlefs Members 
of a Common- wealth , yet there was never any 
Nation fo barbarous, but after they were civilized 
into Societies and Government, judged thefe Men 
moft ufeful, and moft neceflary for the preferva- 
tion of their Common-wealth or Kingdom. Na- 
ture hath taught all Mankind to believe a Deity, 
fome thing which they look upon, to be above all 
created Beings, and from whofe Sovereign Com^ 
raand, and Will, either their Bleflings, or Misfor- 
tunes flow. This Supreme B6ing they have ever 
thought themfelves obliged to wor(hip,not only in 
private but in publick too : and, that the publick 
Adoration might ftrike greater reverence, and be 
performed with greater Solemnity, to depute and 
order certain pcrfbns, a peculiar fort of Meh 
to manage thofe Sacred Rites and Ceremonies. 
And indeed, the Great Eternal God, ever fince 
he hath vouchfafed to plant a Church in the 
World, hath ^feen pleafed to make it one great 

Charader 
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ChanStcTj and Mark,of his favour and Bounty to 
Hereto to give Her Teachers, and Prophets, and 
Evangelifts* And the Commilfion he hath granted 
thefe Men, the Titles, and Honours he hath con* 
fcrredon them, and the Love and Reverence he 
hath commanded all Men ro exprels towards them, 
the promife he hath made them, to be with them 
unto the end of the World, the chreatnings he hath 
pronounced againft thofe that (hall difparagethctr 
Office, and undervalue their Funftion and Do* 
ftrine, Precepts, Rules, he hath left tliem to pro- 
claim in the ears of an unbelieving ^orld, evident- 
ly declare. That they are Ambafladors of the great 
King of Heaven, which, in Chrift's {lead,belcech 
Men to be reconciled unto God ; and that he 
that receives the Word, they deliver from 
the Mouth of God , receives him that fent 
them. 

In thefe Gofpel-days,Vis true, there is flied a- 
broad a larger meafqre of God^s spirit, than was 
fornierly known under the Jewi(h Oeconomy , 
and Men under the new Covenant are promifed 
to be taught of the Lord. Thej JhaS not teach 
every man his tJeighhour^ and every man bis Brc" 
^^^r ^faying ^ know the Lord; for all (hall know me 
from the lea ft to thegreatefiy Heb. 8. ii. yet that 
doth not make this Funftion of Men needlels, but 
enforces rather the abfolute, and indifpen fable ne- 
ceffity of their Office and Authority. For be- 
fides, that this promife doth eminently relate to 
the Primitive Chriftians , who were made par- 
takers of the miraculous effufion of the Holy 

Ghoft,and had their Knowledge and Learning 

from 
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Jtom above, thereby^ to 6t them the better for the 
Propagation of a new Reli^on ; if We fuppofe, 
that th^ Prophecy muft extend to all thatprofefs 
themfeives Chriftians, the meaning of it can be 
no more but this, ^that God will ufe a more gen- 
tle way^ in converting jmen under the Gofpei,and 
in that converfion, or inclining their Hnrts to his 
Commands, give fuch lively reprefentations of the 
reafonabiene^ of them, and fo convince them of 
their agreeablenefs to the Law of Nature, or the 
Law written in their Hearts, that they fliall not 
need to be put in mind by their Neighbours,of theur 
Juftice and Equity, and Spirituality. They that 
Jiaye thought that this Promife refpeds the Life 
to come, have certainly been reg^dlefs of the 
Apoftle^s drift and purpofe, who intends to declare 
what People under the Gofpel-difpenfation may ex« 
pefb from God, and his fpeaking to us in thefe lad 
days by his Son ; and what method God means 
to ufe in converting Sinners from their evil ways : 
Sin ihall be made fo Odious, fo Loathfom to their 
Souls, that they (hall abhor it as much as they 
loved it before, and the ways of God fhall be re- 
prefented to them by the Holy GhofV, working on 
their hearts in fuch lively colours, that they will 
need no Monitor to embrace them. 

But then this gracious Promife doth not ex- 
clude, but prefuppofes ftill the means of Contro- 
verfion, of which the Miniftry of the Word is not 
not the leaft J and if the Miniftry of the Word be 
intended as a Handing Ordinance, in order to 
thofe kindly operations of God^s Spirit, in the 
hearts of thofe that (hall be converted ; and God 

be 



to 

be peremptorily refolvcd by the Preaching of the 
Word, to work on the Soub of Men, none hath 
reafbn to find fault with the contrivance of the 
Almighty, but rather admire his Wifdom and 
Goodnei^, that fhines through this difpenlation ; 
not to mention, as God under the Gofpel obli- 
ges Men to greater knowledge than formerly, 
(o it's fit there ihould be Men eminent for Know« 
ledge and Piety to inflruft others, and who like 
Candles fet on Candled icks, may light the red, 
and by Z/ rim and TTfummim of their Dodlrineand 
Purity, lead them and encourage them to prepare 
for H^ven. And if notwithftanding the prodi- 
gious gifts of the Holy Ghoft poured out in the 
Primitive times upon all flefh, God thought it 
necefiary to give Apo^les, and Teachers, and Pa* 
llors, when the illapfes^of the Spirit could teach 
Men what their Paftorswere to teach them ; how 
much more neceHary^ ;nay we think, njuft the 
Miniftry.be^now, mH^ch ttofe extraordinary gifts 
have ceafed, and and the generality of Men are 
funk into monftrous Ignorance, Inconfideratenefs^ 
and Stupidity ? 

Indeed thele are the Men whom God hath 
placed in the Church, to direft others in the 
way to Salvation j with whom the Ignorant are 
to confult, what they muft do to be happy for 
ever : Such Perfons are thereibre called Stars, 
and Lights, which may influence the Minds and 
and Lives of the Ignorant, warm them with their 
2eal, Conduft them by their Brightnefs, lead 
them by thetr Ihine, and fhew them the Rocks^ 

and Shelves they are to avoid And as 
" ' • ^ ■ ■' - upon 
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upon a wrong information given by the TeacherJ 
God is refolved to require the feduccd parties 
blood at his hand ; fo no Man , that hath ft 
Tongue in his head to inquire, can with any 
Juftice,excufe himfcif from inquiring of thefe Men, 
what it is, that the Lord his God requires of him . 
And were this method followed in the cafe before 
us, and did Men ferioufly demand of them , which 
way to compafs an efFeftual Confideration of their 
Soul-concerns : Here they might be informed and 
inftrufled, and undeceived in the errors of their 
ways. 

The Truth is, feme are fo civil as to fend for 
us, when the breath is going out of their Body, 
and give us leave to come and teach them, what 
they muft do to be faved, when the Phyfitian 
gives them over , and they ready to be fum- 
moned to appear before the great Tribunal ; they 
are contented we Ihould give them an Epitome of 
their Duties, when they are pad working in God's 
Vinyard ; and furnifti their Minds with thoughts 
of Heaven and Eternity, when their Underftand- 
ings are as weak as their Bodies, and their inward 
Man as languid and feeble as their outward. But 
there needs no great (lore of Arguments to con- 
vince any rational Man, that this is raeer mock 
ing of God and his Meflengers ; It^s a fign Re- 
ligion is much like Phyfickto them, which they 
do not make ufe of but in cafes of neceflSty, and 
when nothing elfe will do them good ; it's a fign 
they have a pitiful low efteem of another World, 
who think Heaven worth no more thajn a fee- 
ble thought, when they can ferve the Devil 

and 
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iand Sin no longer : Ifs a fign they look upon 

Erernal Glory, as fonoe poor beggarly happi« 

nefsy who cannot vouch(afe it t fenous look 

rill their eyes grow dim, and the Sun ati4 the 

Moon , ana the Li^t^ and the Stars are darkned^ 

Ecclef. IX. 2. 

Would they but fend for us, or come to us, 

while marrow is in their Bones, and their Blood 

brisk and lively in their Veins, their Reafon 

llrong , and their Underftanding in its full vigour 

and glory, and advife with us about thefe ever- 

lading things ; we would then tell them, what 

Eternal Life means, and how no Man can be a 

Man, or be faid to ad: with common prudence, 

that doth not with all diligence make his Cal« 

ling and Election fure ; we would then let them 

fee how many thoufands perifh for want 

of thinking of Eternity. Wc would let them 

fee how miferable thofe Men's condition muft 

needs be, who have their portion in this life, 

who after this life muft look for nothing elfe 

but everlafting Chains of Darknels ; we would 

reprefent to them, that their long life here on 

Earth, except it be adorned with goodnefs, is but 

a' long preparation for a longer mifery; and 

that he that dies full of good works, though at 

Thirty years of age, hath lived much longer , 

than he that hath lived an hundred, and been 

a fervant of Sin and fenfual Delights; for he 

only lives that lives to God, the reft are dead 

while they live, and rather take up room, than 

live. We could prove to them that thefe are 

not* things to be laughed at, but deferve -their 

moft 
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mod ferious contemplations and that the faviog 
of a Soul is not fo. light a thing as they may ima- 
gine. We woi^ld let them fee, that the Pbus 
Kings, and Princes, and Philofophcrs, Confeflbrs, 
and Saints and Martyrs of old,whofe Memories 
we adore, were no Fools, when they kept under 
their Bpdies, and brought them into fubjedion, 
led they lliould become caft-aways ; when they 
looked upon all the lodes, and troubles, and mi- 
feries that could befall them for righteoufnefs ^e, 
as things not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which eVe long (hould be revealed in them ; 
when they did not count their own lives dear for 
the Gofpel of Chrift, and were ready to pafs 
through the moft during flames to Heaven. We 
would let them fee, that thofe Mea had brains^ 
and were Men of Wifdom and Difcretion as weU 
as they^ aftd living fo near the time of Chrift and 
his Apoftles, could not poffibly be ignorant of 
what was to be done in order to everlafling 
happinefs ; and if they had not been very con- 
fident of the truth of Chrift's Promites and 
known for certain, that without ilriftnefs^ and 
contempt of the World, and watching againft 
Temptations, there was no entring into their 
Mafter's jpy^ they would never haye ftriven fo 
much to enter in at the flraight Gate as they did. 
We would let them fee, that they did rightly 
apprehend the defign of Chriftianity , which 
was to make Men out of love with fublunary 
Objects, and to mind nothing fo miich as the 
things of the Spirit ? that it was not jforce ^ 
but their choice , that made them fwim againfl 

the^^ 



the Corrent of their fldhly IncUnadons, and that 
what they did, was to inftnift us, bow we are 
to inherit the Promiies. 

We would let them fee, how di&reoc Mens 
Thoughts are when they come to die, from what 
th^ have while they enjoy llrength, and health, 
and liberty ; and that a melancholy Thought 
sow and then concerning their finful Life, is not 
Repentance, nor leaving fuch fins, whidi would 
blemifh their Credit and Repuution in the World, 
doing whatfiwver Chrift commands them ; ocv 
talking now and then of the Vanity of the World, 
forgetting what is behind them, or crucifying tl^ 
World unto themfelves. We would let them ke 
what the Scripture means, by toorking tnt tbeif 
SalvstioH with fear and trembling ; and how dread- 
fill that faying is, If the rigbtecus he fcarfely faviJ^ 
Where wiU the wicked atid pnner affeatl We Would 
kt theni fee, that the Expreflions the Holy 
Ghoft ufes concernii^ our travelling to the Land 
of Promife, imply very great care and indu- 
ftry, 2lnd do plainly intimate, that God will not 
part ^itfa bis Heaven to Men, that do not 
thii& it worth feeking, or being at any trou- 
ble about it. We would let them fee, that if 
any thing in the World deferves their pains 
and care. Heaven deferves it infinitely more, 
as it is of infinitely greater confequence, than 
the moft boundlefs Empires' or Principalities. 
We would let them fee, that God is no re- 
fpeilier of Perfons ; and without Holinefs, He- 
tiogahaks is regarded no more than Codrusi 

and Ptohwj/, no more thas Faujott ; Gj/ges^ no 

more 
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mpre than Jglaus ; and than, as he bad fitted Re^* 
ligion for all Mens capacities^infomuch that though 
all cannot be wife, or learned, or great, or rich, 
yet all may obey him, and keep themfelves un- 
Ipotted from the World, fo he will one day fummon 
every Man to give an account of his Stewardfhip, 
and bring every work into Judgement, with every 
fecret thing, whether it be good or evil We would 
. let them fee, that what fatisfies Men now , will 
, not give them any great content or fatisfa£):ion 
then ; and though now, feme fprinklings of Piety 
lOay lull them into good conceits of themfelves 
^nd of their worth, yet thefe like lpk)w-balls, wUl 
then be all, upon the lead touchy {battered into 
Atoms* 

By fuch Difcourfes as thefe, we might by de- 
grees engage them into a ferious Confideration 
ef their fpiritual Concerns, and warm them into 
refolutions, to lay by, for fome time, the thoughts 
of their Baskets and of their Store^oi their Barns 
and of their Fields and ruminate on things which 
carry fo much Terror and Majefty with them. 
And indeed fuch things, were they heard with* 
but prejudice, they would in fome meafure con- 
found and ftartle Men in their courfes; and, if 
they are not given over to a hard heart, or to a 
reprobate mind , rouze their Spirits into nobler 
Thoughts and Contemplations^ they would difco- 
ver to them, that the love they bear to the World 
defiles their Souls, vitiates their Charity, hurts 
their Neighbours, wrongs the Almighty, capti- 
vates their Minds, and will moft c^rtaialy decejye 
them in the end ^ and that therefore they^ had 

Better 



of CdnGtietaitton; 22$ 

better change theObjeft of their Affeaions, and 
place thenoi there where permanent Satisfaaioas 
arc, where our Expeftations can never be difap- 
pointed,our Deftres never fruftrated,a"nd our Hopes 
never baffled j but our Enjoyments, will be perpe- 
tual, our Fruition everlafting, and our Habita- 
tion eternal in the Heavens. 

But alas! they Ihun our Company j except it 
be to talk of worldly Affairs, or to ask us about 
fome nice Points of Divinity, and are afhamed to 
make their Condition known, and to own thern^ 
felves ignorant of the Path that leads to Glory.' 
They either excufe themfelves with this,that their 
Neighbours and their Friends will laugh at them 
for making Minifters their Oracles; or plead/ 
that they know as much as the Man of God can 
teach them : Would God they did ! and that all 
the Lord's People were Prophets ! But if they 
did. Is there not fome difTerence between know- 
ing thefe Sacred Truths, and having them fee 
home upon the Confcience > That ihall (tick in a 
familiar Difcourfe, which in reading w« take no 
notice of; and a Word in private Conference may 
drop from a Holy Man, and may be fpoke with 
that Zealand honefty, as ihall (trike the Soul into 
a change or renovation of Mind, which perhaps 
many years lludy, or a large ftock of knowledge, 
would not have eScdicd : So that if the.Queftton 
be a^ked, Is there no halm in Gilead 1 Is there no 
Fhyfitian there f Why then is not the health of the 
dai^hter ofmj people recovered ? we may truly fay; 
We would have ieaUd Ifraelj but they would not 
ie healed; 
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XII. Jmfediment^ 

XIL Deluding thentfelves with the notion ofchrijl^ 
Jyinf^ for the Sins of the World. Why Ihould they 
coniider how to be rid of Sin, and lay the Plea* 
furcs of Piety before their Eyes ? Why Ihould they 
torment themfelves with thinking how God's fa- 
vour may be purchafed, and involve themfelves 
in anxiety and trouble about their tranfsreflions^ 
when Chrifttiath done all that is to be done; 
appcafed his Father'is Wrath againft the lapfed 
Prc^eny of Adam^ and purcfaafed them a glori- 
ous Freedom from the flavery of a thercilefs Law > 
If he hath fatisfied God for the injuries he 
received by their Sins, why (houlcl they make a 
new fatisfaftion by holinefs of their Lives ? Is 
not that it , which all Pulpits ring of. That the 
Eternal died,'that we might not die eternally ; 
and that God would fuffer, that we might efcape 
Torments for ever? That the Innocent was 
puniflied for theNocent, the Judge for the Male- 
taftor, the Matter for the Servants, the Juft for 
the Unjuft, the Good for the Bad ^ that we fin- 
ned, and he was afflifted j we commited the 
crime and he was condemned ; we trefpaifcd,and 
he was tortured ; we exalted our felves^ and he 
was humbled ; we were difobcdient j and he 
fmarted under the reward of difobedience ; we 
did eat of the forbidden Tree, and he endured 
hunger for it ; and we tafted of the Apple, and 
he of the Gall and Vinegar to expiate all ? Is it 
not this, that all ProteJlantC\i\JiXc]xt% teach 2 That 

Chrift 



Cbrift would be crowned with Thorns, that we 
xn^ght haTe an iocorruptible Crown of Glory 
hereafter) and that he endured reproach, and 
calumnies, and contiadiftions of Snners againft 
himfelf, that we might inherit everlafting honour! 
And why fhould they difparage Chrift's fuffer- 
ings fo much, as to hope to gain Heaven by mor* 
tincation of their Lulls, and poring upon their 
Sin and MUery ? This would be to fall back into' 
Popery, and toenflave our felves again into Sd- 
perftition. This would be to make us fubje£t 
once more to the Law of Works, and to marry 
us to the Husband, from which we were divof« 
ccdby Chrifl's giving uptheGhofV, even to the 
Law which neither we, nor our Forefathers were 
very able to bear. This would be to under- 
value fo great a Blefling, and to tell the World, 
that Chrift^s purchafe ofeternal Glory for us Was. 
impcrfed: ; and without there be an additon of 
our own Works and Merit, that Redemption 
fignifies li;tle, and hath not ftrength Enough to 
compafs what was defigned by it ? 

Thus Men prevent their confideratioii of Spi- 
ritual Concerns, and dafli the checks and motions 
of their Confcienccs, wfien prompted td call their 
ways to remembrance. They eianline not the 
end of Chrift's death, nor their own obligations. 
They run away with the notion, that Cbrift died 
for them, and are not at all careful to know, what 
his death fignifies J much like heedlefs Servants,' 
who, before they have half their errand,run away, 
and when they are come to the place they arc fent 
i&i know not what.Meflage 10 deliver. The 
j: Q^z Do. 
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Doariiic-ir. plcafing to their Jcflb; and that-tK^"' 
mayjicxjloJc tbeir plcafure^ they'll be fare not tcl 
cnquii* ^rhat the trac meaningr df it is, 

;Wouid tiKy but(<:ail their, eyes u^n that Biide^ 

. which they bdtcxrc contains . thcdOracles of Hea- 

.vcn, they would find, that the great reafon .why 

Chrift g^ve hirafclffor us, was t a redeem us from 

ql I iniquity^ and to purifie untd himfi^ 4 peetdiahpeo^^ 

pie , zea/ous of good works^ . Titus/ri, ' 14: They 

would find St. FW. was» of/a'hotfecrLmind.when 

he wrote to the Remans^ In that Chrifi dhdihe died 

unto Jin once ; hntin that he liveSj he lives' nrfto'Godk: 

Likewife, Feckonye aifoyourfefvestqie\deaduntofin^ 

^ lut alive unto God throt^h Jefm ;^Chrjifiy^our: cLonJ. 

: Let not fin therefore reign in your mortal' body ^that ye 

. fhvuld obey it in the lufis thereof; neither yield yeyour 

^ tnemhers as * iuflrmnents of mrighteoujnefs unto \fin^ , 

hut yield your felves unto God^ as thofe that are alive 

frm the dead, and your members as iudruments of 

, righteoufnefs unto God, Rom. 6. 10, 11^ ia,'.ij. 

And that the Apoflle is conftant to :hiBfeff; 

appears from x Cor. 5. f, \ Chrift. diedfot^aii^ 
.ibat they which livep/hould npt hemefirth live unto 
?themfeheSybut'unfohm which died for them^ and rofe 

el: Ar)<| i/idfied,;tl;^ isnomorc than common gra- 
^ititiide-j fo, gr^wt * Mercy chalfeeges no left than 
i:i^e/o/rix4tfon it(jd/ Obedience. .For Icfler favours 
iJVlen requite ftr greatser things; forTelicving a 
/ PQQ^r.wreich, we expeft continual attendance; and 
. forgivii^fuch.^a.Mana HundredriPounds in/his 
nece(5ty J We catmot . imagine that be. wiH :cve5 be 
Jalfe to us. For'Tjrelye pcnce;a J3iy*, a Gene- 
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tsl^e^qpeSis tlie Soldier, that fi^ts under, hutiy 
Ihottld be.trae, tpihlM; and the day>laboiurer is 
^Jbid» if beii^ liked to . go iotD the, Vinyard , he 
^ch dot. perfonn the ^orkfae^is fee about.ivith 
all .. jfeithnibeft^ . Doth, the Husbandman , thac 
foNWs good Seed in his fdeld, Xdck&x Tares? Qc 
I^p;«hat ipliats a Eig^itiree - mpeS Fruit, cootrary. 
tfixim nature of thd , iTrfe:?-Hc litiit redeems aiKJ-: 
tiii^ hrom £tin^if ^^ihkvsry, dothrlic To :mticba!s 
tQji^Iiintlolhis thoilights, thaC: the Wretch- caa> 
ever be foi iahu^xiaii,:as. to dd|i^ aad^xnrc^ ; a$d 
VUtfi^ to gceaH $SLv;^ne&fto£^> That iGod irdiaci 
hai^ :giyent Man iaccefsitb lus IFai^our aod Oetjoit* 
dliaijoQ ifomel meaner way»::^ftn -tbrou^ ,the 
Grdj^'/APd De^h; ' of , Chrifty lis. very, pcol^ble * 
for; \^h^c imay^ sotlinJSiute .Goodriefs doiWhaC 
may. ftot the Fciuntain of Melrcy do?. WhAt^ 
mgy not he dio^ \ whofe Bowels of ,compafl^ 
f^^i^ tdie ttndi^andings of M^n : and .Adagelsid^ 
but it.feetQs hei i^ouldnot. This, vivcn^dy -^wsftho 
i^diicejHo wptiid. f>ttab upon thi$.Ci;upendipuswa'yy 
to^mazei and ^lHofdlhrMen into holiReCs.lmd .feri- 
Qwfnsfs.. Hj^iltipqgbJ! fiton£g0uld:aofepjE>flibly aj^oid 
j*Bi^ (5orwiert%.\8irid:heiwenljt liiUided when tbejR 
j(|iQ.i|^/i^.the!,Spiat jD^$JCid .waudtog throtigh Blood 
iLOd}De%thitaretc(>e thegi froirl'Helk Qod looHed 
m>^<^elMeirieyjto'befi;>4reaidfut,> and the Kibdn. 
Ji^;tp b'e'loj6}U>©f Mjgefty and Gontpaffibn txtgt-, 
ther^ thM -he; tbo4il)ttthe incomprehenfibleneft of 
jche Favour .wowWjfcarry.Xerrpr with it, andlfight 
Men into Repentance arid Contritioi|. > . 

He thought Men would have fo' Much. f<H)^ 
aod imodefty in (hem,^s not to rulh through ago- 



oies and torments^ and grotns and febs^aod figl^t^ 
and tears, and wounds, and fttipes, of the Son of 
God iQto eternal deftra£l:iQnw Hethoc^t thofe 
Thorns and Nails that wounded that Sacred Mead, 
would fcracch and fting them int;aflwe and tevt^ 
rence ^ fo great a loy^ as they were rolling into 
eternal flames. He thought, the}^ muft di?eft 
ihemfeiyes of all humanity and fetf-love, if under 
the Crofs of Chrift they could puHue their own 
libmnation, and make the ftteams of thacBioodi 
a EtivevtQ carry them into eternaldaiiknc;&^ 

But thou haftf9en,0 God, and befaoldeft, and 
eanftiiot but behold it with Sorrow and it^^ina- 
tibn, how thefe Men, that pretend to be Chrl> 
fiians, live the reverb of thy defigns i How they 
tmproye the Cro& of Chrift, into afironts of thy 
power and glory ! How, under that Tree of Life, 
they work out their own death ! And how that 
precioM Blood doth but encourage them to bid 
^eifianep to Heaven; and the Sweat and the Toil 
pf the Son of Qod, under tht burthen of thdr 
Sins, tnakes them fweat and toil ,toM a prey 
potbe morcilels clutches of the Devil! If I had 
noicmej Kaith Chrift, tb^badhad ^efin^ i. e. 
iheir ^ would not have been fo great a< now it 
li^ jFdlw xV XI. So it is, if the Son of Qod 
md not fpik his Blood, ^Mid had Men difobeyed| 
their Diibbedience would haye reoeived an ordi- 
nary reconipenoe of Regard, but trampling on 
fhe Bipod of the Son c^iGod, that's a thing which 
inuft heeds make Qod*s ind^nation inexpreffible. 
iind aftonilhing. 

Goti indeed recoaqlcd tlie World unto fainif 

lelf 



ielf $ and Cffrifty by hb Death, purchafed that 
Heconciliation, and eternal Life; but there is a 

freat difference between the purchaie cf thefe 
le/fings, and the apj^iation of them ; between 
the potlibility of pofleffiog, and the a£hial en* 
joynaent of them. A Man may buy an EAate, 
and intend it for the ufe of fuch and fuch per- 
ibns ; but when he hath bought it for them, may 
lawRilly tie them up to certain Conditions upon 
which, they (UU enjoy the Eftate ( or, in cafe 
they aegle^ thefe Conditions, go without it. A 
Kio^ tJ^t^ juftly ofiEended with his SubjeAs^ and, 
for tbeirnotorious Rebellion, hath defigned them 
all for Ruin and Ddlru£tion, upon fome noble 
attempt, and generous ent^rprife of his only Son, 
the prince, may be moved , or brought to a wU« 
Ungne& to pa£s by their Crimes ; but when the 
Ring's good Will is obtained, the Prince may 
juftly appoint fome Condition, upon which ttie 
condemned wretches ihaU receive their great Ma- 
iler's Favour. And as upon the King*s good in* 
clination to be friends with his Subjeds, it doth 
not follow that he is aftually. reconciled to eveiy 
one, there bcungibme ConditioQs required, upon 
whifih the Pardon fliall bf figned and fealed to 
every one of th^m in particular j fo ndther do 
all Men efre£);ually Cbare in that reconciliation 
to God through Jefus Chriit, but thofe that turn 
to God with all their hearts, and with all their 
fouls, and areweairy of Sin, and heavy laden 
with the fenfe of it , and , in fbber fadnefs , re- 
folved to fubmit to Chrtft's yoke and govern- 
ment ; and accordingly fuch are called, as are 
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rcfolved to walk' in the light, even as God is itf 
tlie light, and to be like lohiftjefus^ and to ex^ 
prefs tl^ Power of Ghnftianity in their Lives, 
and to attain to fuch'Ghnftiari, (Salifications 
arcf required in . the Gofpel, by the ufe of exter- 
nal Means jj and internal Aid^j for though all 
Mankind ftrarc In the poiffibility of enjoying this 
Recdnciliation; and the Pardon may be. truly faid 
to be purchafed foir therii,^ and ' f or their ufe, yet 
all are nbt made partakers of the aftual poffef- 
fion c5ff it,' bccaiafe all Men will not.confent to 
fulfil the Conditions upon which that Reconci- 
liation is offered thenj, "-viz/ unfeigned Repen- 
tance, and fincere Obedience for the tinde to 
tome:' 'That it's offered on theTe Conditions, the 
yhol6 Gofpd witncfles ; and he betrays his igno- 
irahcc thdt makes advantage of this D6ftriflc, and 
Isffin^s hJs care; diligence and zcalj, in working 
t)ufc his Siilvattion, ingpv^ning his Spirit, and 
•Appetitd', ahfiin perfefting Holinefs in the fear 

^ Sbihei- was^ a Marir' condemned to' Death, 
t ^/;y^4* 1^.36, itis like, feme Cqiirtiers. of Solomon 
^lioti^lnfehisiPar^n; t^^ but re- 

^'qulres tliisf btie thing pf fiirtii T hat he (hould build 
^Kim a Htiulginf Jerujalm^ 'ancj dwelJ there, and 
^go not: from thence any whitber ; and .^fulfilling 
;tWii ^.on^tfibn, without all peradventure he might 
"liavielivfed f|appiFy and^afe asthebeftof his Neigh- 
■ bouts J but wh^qi he tnuft needs be riinniijg after 
^' '^ ' ' ' ''' fmall advantage before 

fuffers the Punifhment 
Hie' Ring^ appointed foif him. The Son of God, 

by 
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by the Blood of his Crofs, hath in truth gotten 
aU ChrilUans their Pardon, but is refolved none 
flialJ enjoy it, btit thofe that will forfake their 
Sins, and refign themfelves to his guidance and 
direction. A reafonable Demand, a Condition 
fo equitable, fo juft^ fo eafie, that no Man in his 
wits but muff fay as Skintei unto Solomon, The 
faying^ is good as nty t^ord the King hatbfaid^fo will 

thy fewtf»f A But then, if the Pardon the Son of 
God hath obtained for them appear fo inconfi- 
derable a things in their EyesV that they do not 
think it worth enjoying, (arid certainly they da 
not think it worth enjoying, thlt will not agree to 
fo reafonable a Condition) Ad marvel if they fall 
a prey to that Wrath, from wHichtbe Son of God 
is^ ready to deliver them, and if their Blood be 
upon thekr Heads^ that do d^Jpigljt unto the Spmt 
ofGrace^ and counfthe Bhod op the Cwenant^bere'' 
with they were to he fanHifie.d}^ an unhily thing; : An 

Affront fo great, that no ordinary Vengeance 

can expiate it: Arid fbould God ask thenoiy .as 

the prophet Nathan did David^ what Puni(ht 

nient they themfelves thought fit for luch Ofiejo- 

ders, (provided they did not know that they 

were the Perforis concerned ) they wouki, no 

doubt, doom themfelves to as great, if not 

greater Plagu^/than God ihcemlsto* inflifl: upoti 

them.' ' '- - - ' r* , i : 

When ^w^m/*, Emperour^ of the Turks^ had 

notice given him- That a Doftor of LaW/ ha^ 

cheated a poor Pilgrim that was gone t(^ Mecca^ 

and at the Man's return would not reftoce to 

him the Jewels he had eAtrufl'ed With hinij but 

re- 
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jrefolutely dented that be had reoelved any fudtr 
things from him : The Emperor one day, in a 
third Perfon, asked the Dodt^or, What he thought 
a Man, that had notorioufly betrayed his Truft^ 
might juftly deferve f He aofwered. It was ^t that 

j^ notorious a Villain flxmld be fcundtd aliv^ in a 
Mortar. He had no fooner faid the word, but the 
Emperor gave order that fp it ihould be done 
to him, who had fo notorioufly cozg^ed the poor 
Pilgrim. 

So here, as harfh as fuch Men as coatifiu^ in 
their ^s may think it to be doomed to eternal 
Vengeance, were^tbemfelves in the third Perfoo 
asked, Wbit was 6t to be done to (bch ungrateful 
Monfbers? Thonkilvcs would giy^ the lame Sen- 
tence, againd: themfi:lves, for putting to notorious 
an AWtotit upon fo ^ftoniihing a Mercy. 

So that altho* a t^ue Believer, aad a fincere Pip- 
pitent, may boldly fay with the Apoftlc, jTiat 

fChrift hath redeemed hm from the curfe of the Lom^ 
ieing nuide a curfe for him^ Gal. }• 1 3* And tha( 
Cbr^ hath majhed him fram his fins with his om$ 

UiH)d^ Rev. I. 5:. And, that he hath an Adu$cait 
with the father^ J/ffis Cbrifl the righteous^ whs^ is 
^be frofitiatioH for his fins j i Joht %. 1. And, tbac 
Chrifh. hath made^his feace with Gadj Cpk>f. i. ao. 
'Yet Men, that are grangers ^ the fan(9:ifying 
work of God's Spirit, cannot be faid to have ac 
prefent, during their unregenerate eftate, any 
ociier i^nefic by the death and paflTion of Chri&, 
but a ]K)iribiiity of all thofe great and glorious 
advantages ; and it's poffible for them to be freed 
firoqxthe curfe of the L$^w, to be admitted into 

the 



tbe number of thofe that (hall be fivcd; to enjoy 
the romiflion of Sins, to efcape the Wrath to 
comcy and to fee God face to face in HeaveOi and 
all this by virtue of Chrift's Death ; if they wiU 
but (hake bands with their Darling Vices^ and 
agree to a Pradlical Love of their Maker, and 
Redeemer, and Sanftifien To think that uncon- 
verted ^nners do aduaily enjoy thefe benefits, 
is to contradift Scripture, and to give the ApOi* 
(Ues of our Lord the lie, who unafimoufly tell us, 
That thefe Mercies are not efieftuaUy applied to 
the Soul, till the Soul by fmcere Repentance, 
and Reformation of Life, applies her felf to Chr/Jl 

And indeed, this is the prodigious Mercy of 
the Second Covenant, that God, for Chrift's Hike, 
will accept of fincene repentance, inflead of peiw 
fed obedience, (which viis the great Condition 
of the Firft agreement between God and Man) 
and lookit^ upon the precious Mood of his Son^ 
will pa6 by whatever Men have done before, if 
they will be in love with Sin and Deftrudion no 
longer, and finoerely endeavour to pleafe him in 
thofe Commands, which defign nothing but our 
intercft and happineis; 

Thefe things are not verv hard to be under* 
flood, but the generality of Chriftians feem re- 
folv'd not to undcrftand them, that they may not 
be obliged to take their ways into ferious Confi- 
deration. At this rate they can ferve two Matters, 
and reconcile Light with Darknefs,God and Belial^ 
the Temple of God and ldols,Froft and Heat,Snow 

and Fire ; pleafe Cod and pleafe the World ; gratifie 

* their 



thw Lulls, Atid^^ciirc^LHcdven; build Tabcroai" 
cfes here, taod ifecure Maafions hereaiterif i^eep 
in With God^nd) Man^ 'and dike. the:iiSa>n^(:i^^ 
± XingSyiy-. 41- fcar.the Lordy andilcrvcvgraven 
Images.' / TJiis . Dodrine; ihaxChh/illiap'^God 
them from'* the i wrath;: of Gbd, in. thd^.J^^ 
inakes Religion tfit 'fbft atid ea6e upon rheni^^aod^ 
^dth . not diflrurb 'them i . in: -^their fenfoal Enjoy- 
4n<;iit5. ' !tV a cQmfortabkJE{Q£>rine to Jfteih and 
Jblood ; .never dbuid any.tjhtisg ha.Ve been lavented 
^nioro 'agreeable .to thdc Lufts j and if /God had 
fiudied to do: them, a kindtksfs, the could not have 




dehghts and finfuI';fatj$fai9:iohs* 'hcrf ,- : .cbiiduit 
,tissi!n iiitQ a far ;nore gbriQUs Paradife. . .If it be 
fo, troiy Gonfideration is Vanity, and the Preach?^ 
crs are Fdois and :Mad*men to prefs it liport their 
Auditors : Spiritual :Meit!atei didraded, jiQd fitter 
for Bei/lam *than thc-Fuipif.j Their ;4leBgk)n is 
nothing bat a Trick, and :they^ keep a :grgit jftir 
to no purpofe ; cry r aloud; :,l4it .edipe'- dbt • .and 
Jift up their Voices meerly -to : trifle. away time, 
and cdnfirnijtbe Hoiife riof 4 ^acok s.itir tfae]r tSiris. 
But who fees iiotlhat this is^anuny6ni:46npf; the 
De\ril, firfbto daiken the'Sinoef s uridqrfbii^ 
and when theX^andle is iput,. to :rob him of his 
cverfafting Happinefe! ! ' : 

And, Sirs, will you be; robbed thus quietly of 

your Bhfs and Glory ? Will you fuffer yoiir felves 

, to be ftript of aUyou have; without the leaft Ofipo- 

.fition? Is it pofSble for you to believe, Thatlhe 

Son of God came do>yn from Heaven to encojij^ge 
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j^Td'afiending God and made hifflielfof na 
iReptuation for yt)Q, that you might render your 
fclves contemptible iii the fight ot the Almighty; 
/and dled<for you,. to give lite to your iinsaiid foi- 
'hes(?. MdW2\f(uT&j hqwr impertinent, how contra- 
lliiSbory }s. this Beiiif?i How ! .God^and encourage 
,Sin .\H6lin6fsiir felfyand find out a way to promote 
Idiquity*? Can there be any thine in Nature more 
filly, or ridiculous? This is abunng theCri^of 
Chrift^ not trufting to it ; and you that make it an 
occafion of Sin, take heed, it do not prove a flum- 
bling-block unto you, and infiead of crucifying 
Sin in you, do not harden you in it. It is a thing 
:not. unuiil! wJith'God^ to puniih Sinwith! Sin ; and 
if. Men Willi be filthy, in :defpightpf all endeavours 
.to;purifie them irom their filthinefles, to doom 
theni to. continue iilthy flill, and. to make that 
theirjddgment, which at.firft was only their tranf- 
greflion; Becaufe there is no Truth ^ nor Mercy ^ nor 
iKnowlddge of God in theJwJ^ hut Stealing;, and com'- 
mttijfg Adnlteryy thetefere your Daughters Jhall com^ 
mit Whoredom^ and your SpaufesJhaU commit Adult e-^ 
ryjaiih God^ Hbf. 4- 1^' x, 1 3. ^- c. I will utterly 
, withdraw my Gracq, and mf Holy Spirit from 
. you J whehcp it mufl* ncce&rily come to pals, 
that you will iink deeper and deeper in your 
Sins, till you fmk into the ; nethermoft Hell-; 
arid that which, was your delight, ihall provp 
your" burthen, and your joy fhall. be your 
plague ; and when afterwards you Ihall iee 
what: you have brought your fclves to , and 
weiwld /iaia ftep back, you (hall not be able, 

but .die in your Sins^r A Judgment enough to 
■ make 
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make a Man^s hair ftaod on cod, and yet it is but 
fcafonable, efpecially in this point, of making 
%ht of the Deathpf C/^r(/? fefus ; fo great a love, 
and written in fuch legibte Charafters too^flighted 
and abufed, and made a help to Sin, improved in- 
to Licentioufnefs, may jufily be fuppofed to draw 
down that Judgment we read of, Ifa 6. % io« 
Go and teU this people^ Hear ye indeed^ hut under^ 
Stand not ; andjeeye indeed^ but perceive not. Make 
the heart of this people fatj and make their ears hea* 
vjfy andjhut their eyes ; lefi they fee with their Eyes^ 
and hear with their earSy and underftand with their 
hearty and convert and be healed. 

But what is worfe than all this, the death of 
the Son of God, which thus, infiead of Mortify- 
ing, makes Sin reign in your mortal Bodies, will 
be the greateft witnefs againft you in the laft day. 
The ftone /hall cry out cfthe Wall^ and the beam eut 
efthe timber /ball anfwer againft the opprejfor^ faith 
the Vropbct^Hab. z.ii. And then fure blood hath 
a louder voice, Heb.ix.z^. and the Blood of a 
crucified Saviour will be one day the greateft 
Evidence againft you. This, like Oil, will en- 
creafe your flames, and prove the Brimflone, that 
ihall make the fire blaze the more. That Jefus^ 
whofe Crofs thou defpifeft now, will be thy ac- 
cufer then ; and woe to that Man, that hath the 
Judge himfelf for his Enemy. That dreadful 
Speftacle, the Crucifixion or the Lord of Life, 
which cannot engage thy Soul to confider the in- 
dignation , abhorrency, and hatred God bears lo 
Sin, will be the great Argument then, that ihall 
cover thy face with everlafting confufion. Aw 

lovely^ 



lovely, as charming^ as amiable as this Mercy 
looks now. It will look as difmal then ; and that 
which is now thy Anchor, will be thy Terror 
then ; anB thou wilt run away from Mercy as 
much then, as thou do'ft firom Qod^s Thunder 
aow, for thou wilt not be able to look upon this 
Mercy without blufliing^ arid to think how thou 
haft undervalued it, will make thee ready to hide 
thy felf from its brtghtnefs. Every Beam will 
dart horrour into thy Soul, and every Ray will be 
an arrow in thy heart. When thou (halt fee in 
that day the fpirin if Men nuideferfeSl^ the Men 
in wfaite^ who have voajhed their Rohes^ and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamh ; when thou 
tt&k refled: on their Happinefi , a Happinefs 
which thou mighteft have had as well as they^ 
( if that blood could have perfwaded thee to 
cl^nfe thy felf from all Filthinels, both of Flefh 
an4 SjHrit, ) bow will thine Eyes flow with 
T^irs, to think what firong delufions thou haft 
lain under, in thinking that this blood was only 
fpilt, that thou mighteft wallow more freely in 
the Mire. The Lamb which was (lain from the 
foundation of the World, and came to take away 
thy Sins as well as thy Neighbours, only thou 
wouldft not he clean ; that Lamb, I fay, as harm* 
lefs as its looks are now, will then change his 
a<pe£t ; and thou , that now thinkeft a Lamb can 
be nothing but kind, wilt then find, by wofiil 
experience, that there is (uch a thing as the in- 
dignation and wrath (f the Lord. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the various Mifchiefs arifing from negkS: of Com-' 

f deration. The want of it proved to be the caufe 

ofmoflSins. Some Infiances are given in Atbeifm^ 

Vnbeliefy Swearings Tride^ Carelefnefs in G^d^s 

Service^ Lukewarmnefs^ CovetoufnefSy &c. 

FRom what has been faid, we may fafely draw 
this Conclufion, That want of Confideration 
is the unhappy Spring, fronoi which moft of the 
Miferies and Calamities of Mankind flow. There 
may be inferipr and fubordlaate caufes, as the bar- 
rennefs of a Field may proceed from the Thorns 
'which overfpread it, from the Stones which lie 
fcattered upon it, from want of Dunging, from 
the Ruihes that grow in it, &c. but the principal 
caufe, is the fluggard's idlenefs, and lazinefs ; fo 
here, the Miferies of Mankind may owe their 
exiftence to various acciden;:s and occurrences, 
but the Mafter-caufe is want of Confideration. 
Indeed, God,7/Qr. 5. ix, 13. makes this the great 
reafon, H^hy his People were gone into Captivity; 
%ohy their honourable men were famijhed^ and their 
multitude dried up with thirft j why HeU had en^ 
larged her felf and opened her month without meafure^ 
and their glory y and their multitude^ and their pomp ^ 
defcended into it. Its the Want of it which in all 
Ages hath procured God's Judgments, which by 
Confideration might have been ftopt and pre- 
vented. Had Adam improvM his SoUtar'mefs in 

tfaa 
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tbe ' Cardeti of EJin^ into ferioos condderatioii 
of the nature of tbe Precept his Maficr gave him 
znd refled:ed on the Wiidom of the Supreme 
Law-giver, that made it; on the immenfe Boun- 
ty his great Benefa£l6r had crowned him with- 
«; on the abottiinable Ingratitude he would 
make himfelf guilty of, by breaking fo reafona- 
ble an Injundion. HiA he but recdlle£)ed him* 
felf ; ( when teApted to eat of the dangerops 
Fruit, under a pretence that it would open his 
£yies,aad make him as wife as God) and thought, 
that the Creator of Heaven and Earth knew befl^ 
what degree of wifdom and knowledge became 
a*Q«ature ctf his quality and condition; and 
he that was all Love, and Beauty, and Ktndr 
iiefi^- wbdd not halve interdided him that Fruit 
if t to 'Food might have : any way advanced his 
HappM^fs, and' dhat therefore there muft be 
fome ^dieat *m ^hfe; Temptation .• That the An* 
gelsi, which^ were lately thrown down froth 
thcirtJIory, 'could not but-envy the Felicity 
lit^efljoyed^ aiaid for* that reafon would appear 
ia^ manner '^f Shapes,, and' try a thoufani 
ways to weaken the favour of God toward* 
him;^ ind that it *w^, without all peradventiiire, 
the fafeft way t6 prefer an exprefs Commahd 
before an uncertain Suggeftbn. That it was 
below the Almighty to fay and uhfay; to forbid, 
and yerpermit; ' to ^utien, and yet to connive 1 
to declare hiswilf to day, and countermand i^ 
toi morrow ; and that f^^b Weaknefles arefcarce 
reconcilable to the temper of 'a wife Man on 

£mhy aiudi lefs to the Rules of Infinite Wi& 
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dbm. Ha4 his Mind tajcen : ^. view of/i^^^i A|09. 
ments ^ thefe, and of ci^e'^unigcerruptciit Brpfpe- 
rity and Immortality Jw wa$ f^mifed.'liFioil.tbis 
Obedience j it's act the Oiim#% br^^h|t<«^k, 
or foft Language of a Wiife,. nw t]je Subtilty . pf- a 
SerfH^t, nor ttw pretoidcd dmni(cKnce thCfD^Vil 
.flaj(ter*d hire withal, would have made hiOiuldaive 
that happy ftj^e, ,wluch; the infiiiiie Qp^dfiefsof 
Heaven hadplairpdhim ini,,: j&i^t, while JHe^ilgfeifs 
the Plearure.^,a^ardqn to , mniport his $i9td» 
and to blind it, fea^rs Ap ill^^; |w?^f{niicl^i|ef,.'|iQ dan- 
ger among the; Rofcs Md Flowfiff : <^, R4r^«^lfe, 
jembraces the d^itfuLSv^ge^Bj without .i^xa- 
minii^ the cai^e, the q^nmr> or the end. ;of it ; 
ifwaUows the (at^l Bsd^: withpuf shewing ;$ : be- 
lieves a Wife, and f Bttilt .wtthcwt. !C(^d;^iiig 
ihs ; coniopience of the .^a^ j, and, $)qvnr«i jiot 
how Cod may refient bj^Cuiipfky; h^jla&icio 
peath and' Mif?fK> and.4Ta^lfiU hkl^l>ft»rity 
aft^him. ; wc-:;;; ■::.-.[ LTj;/ i.<.u / ,.1 

Had the InhaJbijtaats <]f ^o^om^d, Omt^akdOi- 
fit&oi, iike^tional Men^^ on tbs R^oefsDand 
Admonitions of rlghteovis £><)% ^^minaccd oft bis 
paflionate 'Expre$ons,ta^a ^tjpe'of the Motives 
ne uiad, of the Inoquragf m^tji^l^ alledged^ 9fithe 
CommilTion he produced, of fi& k\xt)^<o^ \sf 
'wh;ch he ;»S:ed, Hronfidered: t^.j^indncfs ^htha 
Alnughty iafeadk^: t^n»i(U(^ a Preaehei;i, ^siod 
thought wi^h themfelvei^TJ^ ivxt it could QCttix 
the Preacher's interell tp fet fa^f^.a^udft their 
Vices : That q^cept QMifaen^ and . a .CHfvioe 
ComminTion, had proo^ted hiai-to attienfpt-their 
Reformation, it was opt- prohabk he could eiime 
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it debauched City againft himfelf, aad make him* 
(elf chncmtm to the fary of the People ; thit; 
Cfae righteous Man fpake nothing but Reafon^ and 
fought nothing but their Good ; that God's t'a- 
tience would certainly be tired e'er long, and his 
Long-fuffering turn into Vengeance ; that the Fire 
of their Luft would (hortly pull down other Fire, 
and the heat of their undean defires break into 
more confuoiing Flames : That Sins againft Na^ 
ture made Men worfe than Beafts ; and for God 
nor to revenge fuch Crimes, would certainly give 
the World occafion td believe, there was no 
Governour that took care of Sublunary Objefls^ 
or be a means to deftroy Human Society .* That 
God wouki not always put up Affronts^ nor fuf« 
fer his Methods to redaim them, to be baffled 
everiaftingty .• That they could not hope to e« 
fcape Ge^'s IndignatiOQ,no more than the Men 
of the f^rft World, and when their Sins were 
equal, God's Judgments would overtake them, 
as well as they £d their Brethren: That God 
could intend thjem no barm, by calling them tp 
repentance; and being the great prefer ver of Men, 
could not btit defign their Well-being and Fdt 
city. 

Had they fuffered their Thoughts to dwell on 
iijch Truths asthefe, made fuch Confiderations fa-, 
miliar to thdr Souls, they would have melted and 
humbled themfelves, and -kept back thap fire and 
Brimftofte,which aftcrwards<onfuiped them. Want 
of Cooffidejjition made tfcem fccure in Sin, and that 
Security pifcsparedthpm for their Devaftation. 

1«dccd tterc is no Sin aknoft, but is com-, 

K i tfiitted 



244 X^.^i^t %9Xi 

mkted for want of Cpniideration. Men confidn^ 
not what Sin is, nor how. Ip^tbfom it is to that 
God, who carries them onliis wbgs as the £ag|e 
doth her young, nor what injury they do to 
their own Souls,nor what the dreadful cffeSts and 
confequences of it are, and that makes them fu- 
' pine and negligent of their, Diity. 

To give a few in (lances: Did the Atheift but 
look up to Heaven ; did his fwiniih and brutifii 
Appetite but give him leave to contemplate that 
glorious Fabrick, the orderly pofition of the Stars, 
the regular motion of thofe Celeftial Lamps, and 
the Mathematical contrivance of that curious 
Globe ; how is it poflible he could dream of a 
cafual .concurrence of Atoms^ or forbear to ac- 
knowledge a mod wife, mod perfed, and moft 
powerful, Archite£t„ even that God^ who com- 
manded them into Being, and dill prefer ves them 
from decay an^l Ruin ? . j ^' 

Would he bi}t confider^ how things that have a 
beginning could not make, thenxfelves, unleis thpy 
were before they were, ( wfciich implies a contradj^ 
^ion,)aiid therefore mull certainly be made, and 
produced atiirft by fome Supream cauie that is 
Eternal and Omnipotent. Wbuld he but refleiS: 
on the Univerfel Confent of ManHi^i how not 
only, the.civilized, but the mod barbarous Na^ 
f ions in all Ages, have had fl fenie of. a Deity ; 
and how this fenfe liever . changes, altho King- 
doms and Republicks, their Government, Laws, 
Conditutions, Inhabitants, and Cudoms change ; 
and how improbable it is, that all .Mankind 
fhould confpire into fu^h a Cheat , if there were 

no 



no Supream power ; how rational it is, that when 
Men of different Conftitutions , Complexions , 
Principles^ Defires , Interefts , Opinions , do all, 
or moft of them agree in one thing, there muft 
neceflarily be fomething more than ordinary in it, 
and the Notion muft be fuppofed either imprinted 
by God on the Hearts of all Men, or carefully 
delivered to Pofterity by the firft Planters of the 
World, which in all probability they would not 
have done, except they had very good ground 
and reafon for it ; and th6 here and there feme 
few have been found, who either out of ambition 
of being thought wits ,or in a humour, or through 
fomefh^nge corruption of their minds, have de* 
niedthe Being of a Deity, or have believed none, . 
yet that thofc few are inconfiderable, compared 
with the greateft part of Mankind, and guided 
rather by their lufts and vices, whofe intereft it is, 
there ihould be no God to take notice of them ^ 
and not by the true light of Reafon: Would the. 
Fool, I fay, but think ferioufly on thefe familiar 
Arguments, how could he fay in his heart There 

fs no Ged'i 

How could the Wretch deny a Providence , 
if he did but take notice, how all things are pre* 
ferved in thofe flations, fpheres, and tendencies, 
they Were at firft created in. How things con- 
trary to one another, are kept from deftroying 
one another. How every thing profecutes the 
end for which it was produced. How the Sea 
that's higher than the Earth, is kept from over- 
running and drowning it. How Si^jgdoms, 
p^pires I and Common-wealths ^ are contmued 

fl J and 
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and confcnrcd in the World. How one Country 
is made a Scourge to the other for their Sin ; and 
how the fober Nation many times conquers the 
more debauched and vicious^ till the former fo- 
briety dying, proves a pref^ge of the funeral of 
tlieir happinefs. How Men are fuffered to tyran- 
'nize, and to rage, that their fall afterward may be 
inore grievous and terrible. How Sin is puniflied 
with Sin; and with what meafure we mete, with 
the fame other Men mete to us again. How 
firangely Murder is found out, and fecret ViU 

lanies difcoveredy arraigned, and coiii- 
Suetoi$jnCd^ demned. How Caligula j that bids 

/ ^ defiance to Heaven^and threatens 5F11- 

fiter to chaflife him, if 'he fent Rain that day 
nis Pbyers were to z6t ; how the poor mife- 
rable Creature hides his Head in a Feather-bed 
when it thunders; and how the floured Sin* 
hers tremble, even then when no Man purfues 
them. How Tiberius is tortured in his Con- 
fcience with a fenfe of his monflrous Pradices; 
fend he that had defpifed all Heavenly Powers, 
before his Death, dreads what before he laughed . 
at. How Light is frequently produced out of 
Darknefs ; the greateft Felicity from the greateft 
Mifery ; and even Sin it felf fo ordered, that it 
proves an occasion of the greatefl Good. How 
knuiculoudy Men are preferved, aqd how pro* 
digioufly rdfcued from Dangers that bang over 
their Heads, and threaten their deflrudioB. How 
one* Man is pumfhed by Profperity, another pre- 
ferved by the want of it. How one Man's Blef- 
^uig^ are turned into Curfes, and another Man's 

Curies 
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Curfes into Bleflings. How M«b perifb, that they 
may nor pcriih ; and ate fufilered to grow poor, 
tiiac they may be fkh; and are dqvived of aM, 
that they may arrive to for greater Plenty/ How 
ftrangely many times are Men preferred from 
Sin, and Something comes in and erodes their 
fuiRit Attempts and Intentions, that they are not 
sble to put their E^iFpofes in execution. How 
Meii arc fitted for feveral Emj^oyments, and no 
Office, or Bufmefi fo mean and fordid, but ibme 
Men have a Genius or Inclination to it. How 
Beafts, which are (tronger than Men, are yet kept 
6:001 hurting Men ; and Men themfelves that in- 
tend mifchief to their Neighbours, are prevented 
in their defignt, and in the Net they fpread for 
others, their foot is taken. How by very incon- 
fiderable means, very great things are cffefled ; 
and fbmetimes without means,very iignal changes 
and alterations are produced. How the greateft 
Preparations are blown upon, and diflblved, and 
a handlnal of Men chafe vaft and potent Armies. 
How Tyrants, yfben they are jafl bringbg their 
Trumpets to perfeftton, are blafted on a fudden ; 
and when Ihey fancy nothing can refift or hin- 
der their mighty Oefigns, the Wind turns, and 
all their bravery dies into contempt and ftame,^ 
and di(Etisfa£Hon. Hew the greateft Enemy 
fometimes becomes the greateft Friend ; and 
he that hatcth another unto Death, is on a fud- 
den convinced of his Folly, andjoves him as his 
own SouL How kindly the Heaven; di^nfe 
their former and latter Rain j and how ipon 
fotemn Prayers and ' Supplicationsfj fome great 
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Judgment is averted, and M.cn teftorcd tbthdc 
former Peace and Tranquility.. How, even ia 
things fortuitous, Juftice is cxecutjed ; and the At* 
row which fuch a Man Ihot at random, is yet 
guided, as to hit the Pcrfon guilty of feme hein- 
ous Crime. How fuch a Man's ruine proves ano- 
^ ther's inftruftionj and he, whom Education couI4 
not engage to Prudence, learns to be wtfe by a- 
pother?s fall. How Men ignorantly contrive their 
Neighbours good, and while they leaft intend the 
happincfs of others, take the readied courfe tp 
make their labours fuccelsful and profperous. How 
a Flea Ihall awaken an Ahajhuerusy that he may 
look into his Chronicles, and iread the good Offi- 
ces of Mordecaiy and rccompence him, and prc:? 
vent the Mifchicf intended againil God?s People^ 
How a word, that drops fometimes from the 
Preachers Mouth in > Sermon, ihall inake that 
impreifion on the Hearer's Heart a$ to i^hange it, 
and work him into another Man. 

He that would take fuch PafG^s as thefe into 
.lerious Confidqration, how were it poffibleibr him 
to queftion a Providence, that orders, gnd rules, 
and governs all, and extiends its care ev^o to the 
Uaft, mdl; minute, and moft abjeft and contem' 
ptible Creatiire i How could he forbear to admire 
Qod, as the mod wife, moft knowing, moft love- 
ly» moft perfed, moft holy, and moft beautiful 

Beii^, , mhofe eyes run to and fro to piew hhujelf 
Jfrof^pt tbehba^cf tbofg, whofe heart is upright 
tom^ds bini, x Chron. i6. 9. 
i'=T"9 Unbeliever , that doth not believe the 
gqripture to bcithcWord of qod, «nd fancip? 



Jthtte is no other World, no Judgment after 
Death ; and thinks it irrational, that Temporal 
Sia fliottld be punifhed with an Eternity of Tor- 
ments ; It's want of Conf|deration makes him 
i^^niinuie Infidel* 

f Of , ift. As for the Scripture which contains 
the Sum and Subftance of the Chriftian Religion, 
would he but take a walk in the Field, or in bis 
(garden, or in his Chamber, and weigh the Argu- 
ments, which make for the Divinity of this Book, 
and confider what he can objeA ag^infl it, whe- 
ther his objeflions be equal in ftrengch and weight 
with the Reafons that fetch its Pedigree from Hea- 
ven, he would foonbe of another mind, and pity 
the weaknels and faucinefs of thofe Youngfters, 
that play upon the Oracle of God in Alehoufes, 
pr Taverns, or Theatres. He need only difcourfe 
with himfelf in this manner, * 

I fee the whole Chrifiian World, for fo many 
Centuries together, hath embraced thefe Sacred 
Volumes, as the Treafury of God's will and 
Ordinances, as a Dire£bory dropt down from Hea* 
ven, to teach them how God will be worfhipped, 
what Notions they are to entertain of God, and 
what they are to do to fave their Souls for ever ; 
how they are to order their Lives, how they arc 
to Pray, how they are to behave themfelves to- 
wards God and Man, and what Rules they are 
to obfefve in their thinking, fpeaking, doing, and 
pealing itt;the World. It's very probable, that God; 
Sirho is all Goodnefs, all Mercy, and of infinite 

t>ity, jind hath made (his World tp ferve Man, 
' : * and 
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and endowed him with a capacity of knowing 
and adoring God^ would not lave him deftitute 
of fuch helps and means, as might beft promote 
bis knowledge of him; but find out a way toma- 
nifeft hdmfelf to him,efpecially when it^s evidemt, 
that without fome better Direftions than Nature 
gives, Men are to very apt to fall into Errors 
and Mifapprehcnfions of his Glory and Majefty. 
Whether this Book contains therdTore the true 
Revelations which God hath been pieafed to make 
to Mankind, is the Qoeftioa 

Upon examination 1 find, that there is nothing 
in this Book,either promiled, or threatned,or com- 
manded, but what is Deo Digmw^ fit for a God to 
promife, and threaten, apd conimand. 
. Whatever is delivered here, fccms to be very 
agreeable to his Majefty, and Sovereignty, and Di- 
vine Nature. I he Rewards as well as PuniflimentSy 
are God- like ; and the Duties prefled here, are but 
tbe neceffary confequents of his Goodnefs, and 
/uftice, and Government, and Supremacy ; whicfc 
eonfequeuces, becaufe Man, by reafon of his cor^ 
ruption, was not able to deduce from the Notion 
ef God, God thought fit to reveal and manifeft to 
him, by various Pa(&ges, Hiftorics, Prophecies, 
Parables, Precepts, and Condufions. 

Upon enquiry I perceive, that the defigns of 
this Book are at leaft very harmlefs, its great aim 
being to make Men good, and juft, and honeft, 
and live like Men of Reafon ; fo that if Men quar- 
rel with it, they muft quarrel with dieir own 
Make, and Conftitution^ which is not only capable 
of fuch perfeaions, but, Were the groflcr fenfual 

Ob- 
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OhjtSts removed, or leparated from it, would 
naturalfy dciire, and breath after them* What- 
ever Verity or Troch^the li^ht of Nature, or Rea- 
fon dilates, is here to be found ; and diis Book 
is fb fir from contradifting, or abolifhing, any 
thing c^ that nature, that it improves and refines 
i^ If I fearch all the Volumes, of the ancient 
Heathen Philofophers, Men who ranfack'd Na- 
ture, and tried what Nature would difcover of 
God,and anatomized the Law written upon Mens 
Hearts. If I perufe all the Leflbns and Rules of 
Morality they gave and prefcribed. to Mankind, I 
find them all delivered in this Book,! much purer, 
and much clearer, than thofe Philofophers were 
able to propofe them : And what lies fcattred up 
and down in their vafter Volumes, is concenterM 
here, infomuch, that not only Scholars, but very 
ordinary Capacities, may be Phifc>fophers, and 
fpeak more Senfe and Reafon than the ancient 
Wits, whom the WorkJ, when barbarous and 
rude, looked upon as Oracles. 

The Sacred Writers, whoever they were, for 
ought I fee, were Men of very noble and gene- 
rous Spirits ; for their great endeavour is, to in- 
Girud:^ and edifie Mankind, and to teach them 
fuch Delights, as are fit for a Rational Soul to em- 
brace« I fee, they exhort Men to live like them- 
felvcs, like perfons capable of converfmg with 
God. I fee they arc all for prefervation of Hu- 
man Societies, and to this end, they fpeak againft 
all that's evil and incourage Juftice, and Peace, 
land Unity, and Charity, and Obedience to Go- 

yernours, and all that's Good and Holy j and con- 
* • demn 
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demn all Hypocrifie, commend upright Dealingy 
and finccrky of Heart, and profcribc even thofe 
Sins which the world can take no notice of. Sins 
of Thoughts, Sins. of the Heart, and Sins of Secre- 
iie, and urge a hearty unfeigned love to our Neigh- 
bour. Their great c^xt and SoUicitude^ is, that 
Men may not be kept unacquainted with them- 
felves ; and tho' they lived in different Ages, at 
different Times, and were of different Educations, 
yet they all agree in their great Endeavour and 
Dcfign to purific Mens Hearts, and to keep their 
Confciences void of Offence towards God and to- 
wards Men. They would have God worfliipped 
and honoured like t God, in Spirit and in Truth, 
and require the Cream and Marrow of bur En- 
deavours, our dearefl: and tendereft Love to be 
;iven to him, which indeed is a Worfliip fit for 
lim that is our Supream Ruler and Govemour, 
in whom we^ live, and have our Being. 

They condemn all Senfiiality, which makes 
Men live like Beads ; and all impatience, and di A 
content, which makes their Lives miferable ; and 
all Pride and Haughtifiels, which makes their neap 
Neighbours hate and defpife theni ; and all bafe 
Si&lfi(hnefs, which pakes them uhcompafTionatc. 
They prefcribe the greateft Cordials againft Crof- 
fes and Affliftions, for they promife a better Life 
after this, a Life of everlafting Joy and Blifs; and 
tho' Mofes^nd the Prophets fay But little of ano% 
thei^Life jin exprels tferms, yet they do it in Types 
and Shadows, and myfterious Phrafes and Adions, 
which the Prophets among the Jews in all proba- 
biluy explained to the People j and fuppoft there 
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Avere ho (ach Life, yet would the fancy of k be 
' mighty pleafing in Diftreflb^andCalamitieSy and 
icrve to bear us up under the greateft bunheos } 
and ihould we fiml nothing of that nature wbea 
we come to die, to be fure there would be no body 
to laugh at lis. 

They reprefent God as infinitely merciful to 
Wretched Men, and willing to accept of thofe 
tlia( repent and turn, and (incerely fear him,and to 
make them everlaftingly happy ; and yet that Mea 
iiiay not prefume, and turn the Grace of God into 
wantonnefi, they reprefent him Juft witbal, that 
will take Vengeance on thofe who proiroke his 
Patience, and mock his Compaffion, and abufe Us 
Mercy into contempt of his Laws. They repre^ 
. lent him as- a very :reafonable Nfafter^thai lays up* 
on his Servants ho more than they are able tobear, 
and experts returfis anfweraUe to the Favsucshe 
:^l!)eflx>ws on them $ and fucfa Sbrvioes as are, in 
foaie meafare, proportionable to the means he 
iiath afforded Aem, which is no more but what we 
expedTromiour Servants. All which.is highly 
rational^ and I muft needs imagne^fincc no Men 
that ever IwcAia theWwld could give the World 
fuch exaft -Rules .'for the impfovement - and ad- 
.vanaement of z i^ational SoiU as^thefe Writers do, 
that they- muft iiave had ipme divine Spirit to 
guide them^ cfpedaily fihcectfac education, breed- 
ing and coaverfation of ibaiepr moft of them,gave 
them no advantages ' of Learmng or Pbilolbphy, 
nor. any opportunity of improving their Intello* 
^luals, by rdading fuch >Writiiigs, as acute and 

'^[Utck-fightid xvMe^^^ had di^peirfed through the 
v:. World. 
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World. To exalt tbeSoui, and to devite it above 
Senfe^and Earth, sod Drofs, acid Dung, aad to make 
it to be admitted to Familiarity with its Maker, 
kcms to be the very drift aad defiga of this Book ; 
aiidif it were not Divine, or Inlpired, it might 
however deferve the reputation of mitntaimng 
the greateft and mod generous defigns that ever 
were carnbi on by Mankind. 

Butfure its Original is more than Hunufl; and 
the perfi>ns who delivered tbefe things, had oer- 
isainly a Divine Commkiion. When i look either 
upon iHaJes and the Prophets in the 0/// or upon 
Jefiis and his ApofUes in the^w Tefiament^ Men, 
who wei^ the diief Promulgers of the Trtidisde- 
itvered in thefe Books, nKthkiks there appears 
foraething eittraordinary in them, mA I camiot 
but fee the Finger of God^ that did direftand h^ 
thorn. If I bektve Any thing that! never heard 
^r j&iw jnyielf^ I have the gretaeft reafoa m the 
Worid to believe, that that Mofcs^ whom both 
^m and Heathens caU the great Leader, and Gap« 
tat»<Saieral of the Jeu^s^w^ iofpired from above, 
'When he gave hb Law to the whole Nation df 
jthe fiem. That he wrought thofe fiupenduous 
Mrftdes, which^ are Recorded in Scriptuve, tt» 
Jemr/^ Nation hath :firmly and oonftantly belie- 
ved evier fince ihey were wrought ; and iio w 
4ooQiD0' Men^ b^oK whom they wene wrought, 
snd who did : feed upra many of thofe Wonders, 
And who have ^dciivered the real ^performance df 
thcfe Mkades down to their Pofierity, and ib 
imprinficd the belief of it on the hearts of their 
Ftogcny, that neitber Sword,' nor Fire, conl^ 



ever ihake tfaem deny it, even by the Teftimony 

of their gireiteiA Enemies ; Hov, I fay, this vtft 

.mukmide of Men coald be fntftaken in tbofe 

Miracles, and give xxedk to this Law, obferve 

every PuaJftiliG «f it, undergo adl tluit tedious 

Service he infoined tfaeta, endute tbe pain of 

Circucndefion, negleft their fecular and neoeffify 

Affidrs to attend that laborious Worfliip, and dl 

upon the aceouoc of tbofe Mirades, if they had 

4iat:bcea confident of the truth and reality of 

i3ienii) is ihogetfaec umtccouBtable to a rational 

Maib i Tfablei Jtlinbles he ooidd never have 

wrong^ without a fiipciinaitural Power ; oor can 

I i^aeine any other tea^, why God flioiridho^ 

jioUr oim widi diat- (bpernatorai Power ; bat only 

CoJaonfirm- the Law and' Statutes he^ve to the 

femSf ftbd- to teftifie nioto tbein, and to aflime 

ithen^ stAt tbcy eame ifrom God* and that the 

Puniflfinents thrcatned wouldeertiinly attend tbe 

wilfixl hegjefters of thtt l^w. • 

XtMt (he Propbflts fofetold things, fonie xoo, 
•finne- joo, fone 500 Years before they came to 
pafs,is fo evident Iron the (iiflory of ^ipaSf Cyrus ^ 
anduthe ^ffias^ trhb-vras to cotne, that he niuft 
-profeftihimfelf a-^rtnc^ to all Hiftoiy, that deli> 
Tae& it ; 'for I find tbe^(fi9f had diofe Propbecieii 
by ihem many Yeaiii before they, were fulfifled, 
a^tiierefoi'ecahnot^H^tuppded to Inve fotgeA 
tliofe ^ophecteS)«ftet the things ptetended to be 
foretflid by them, wei^ come to pafs. 

But i^d we no iOtha Teftimony, that thb 

Wiitihgs df the Old t^ament are infpired, and 

of Owide QQri^iud, \m that of fefus^ and liis 

Apo- 
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Apofttes (providecl we can prove, that tbefe eaoi^ 
wkh Divine Authoriiiy) tfa^re would be eaough 
to latisfie any Perfon that doth not delight m 
difputing againft Light and Reafon^ ^ 

That we owe the Doi^rine of the New^Teftamemt 
to this Jefus and his ApofUes, the whole Ghriftian 
World hath uoanimouOy believed for i6oq Years 
together ; and I muft needs fuppofe there could 
not have been fiich a flir in the World, for fo many 
Centuries, about the Religion of Jefas^ if there 
had not been fuch a Perfon in the Work). . But in 
. this I find the whole World agree ; That there was 
fuch a Perfon^ not only Chrifiians^bat their jgreateft 
. Enemies, both Jews and Heathen^ do oonfefs. This 
the profaneft Men alive will believe, as iirmfy at 
ieafi: as they do, that there were &di> Pedbo»as 
William thQ Conqueror, or i;ic/^Wthe'fir(t^ Se- 
cond^Tird^^c Thhis Ji(fuSjts he doth aver and 
maintain^ That God fpake by Itiofes and the Pro* 
phets of old,fo he could iK>t. but be hitnfelf a Per- 
fon fent from God to reform the Worldy and to Jet 
.them know the Will and Pleafiire of die Almighr 
ty coficer niqg their evejrkftii!^ Happii^ls. 

]f or i fiQd, he wrought iudtx Miracle^ Works fo 
exceeding Arf^ and Natur€,tbat they were the won- 
.der and confuiSioa of the'WoHd ; Nor do I, upoa 
Exftfninatipn, perceive that the Jews deny it ; only 
^hcy give out,^ that being well skilled in the Art 
<of Magtck» Qpd . dealing wUh the Devil, he made 
all that Stir ajpd noife in die World, and (jrew £> 
many Followers after him,which to any Man iahis 
;Wits feems the fillieft PJea imaginable j for his 
:iDparine^. life. Miracles^ tU tended to the deftcu* 
', • ^ ftion 



^on of the Devil'Ss KiagdoiD. His firft Work 
was to forbid Idolatry , and to pull down the 
Woiihip of Devils, and to encourage real Good* 
nefs, and Piety, and abhorrency, not only of all 
Evil, but of all appearance of Evil ; and, if Satan 
caflout Satafty be is divided againfi himfelf^and hew 
then Jhall jhis Kingdom ftana? Mattb. 1% x6. 

I nnd, that the Art of Magick^ in thofe days,' 
was in great requeft with all the Grandees of the 
fews^ and they arrived to ereat perfe£):ion id 
it. And if this j^e/us wrought his Miracles by 
that Art, Why could not thofe Great Mafters of 
Magkk imitate thofe wonderfiil Works ? Not to 
mention,that at his Crucifixion,when they alledg'd 
all that Malice or Hell could fu^eft ag^ft him, 
none of his Adverfaries, whatever fome of tb»n 
had done before, durft be fo abominably impudent/ 
as to charge him with that black and difmal 
Grime. Indeed his Defign, Words, Adions, Beha- 
viour, and Deportment, were all fo diredly con- 
trary to this black and helliih Arr,that a Man feems' 
to be given up to the Devil that can have but the 
leaft inclination to believe it. Ifero certainly had 
the greateft Advantages of any Man that ever 
lived, to know the utmoft reach of Magick ; for 
as his extream Vicioufnefs and Debauchery made 
him the Devils Darling, io he had all the Magt- 
cians in the World to teach, and to inftrud!: him ; 
yet with all the Tricks and Jugg^ks th^ either 
Men or Devils could futniib him withal, I do not 
find, that he was able to cure a cut Finger. 

As great an Enemy as Julian the Apoftate was' 
to the Chrtfttan Rcli^on, as much as he bate4 
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and pcrlecuted it ; yet,by what £i recorded by very 
faithful Men, I fee he could not deny but that Jefns 
did open the Eyes of fome blind Men, andcmed 
others that were Lame, and dtfppflefi^d not few 
that were mdefted with Evil Spirits; and th6 he 
makes light of thefe Wonders, yet to a Man that 
is not poHened with Prejudice, thofe Works will 
fcem Divine and Supernatural 4 net but tbit Ca- 
tara6^s, and accidental dimnefs of the Eyes, may 
be redrefled by natural means ; but whiere. Men, 
ihBX are born bliAd,are reftored to their fight with 
a Word, it cannot. but argue a tj^ommiffion from 
Heaven. Indeed, !ali that £iw it, profeffed^ they 
never faw it on this fafiiion. : There were Phila* 
fopliers and Learned Men^ ar well as Tradefmen 
and Mechanicks, in the crowdof his Hearers, who, 
could they have found but the leaft hole for 
evafion, would certainly have made ufib of k 
agwmft him; but with the ezafteft Obfervatims 
they trould niake,they could not make the IcaCt iha-- 
dow of an Impofture,. but wem&urced to coiife& 
That a mighty Prophet wasr ifen up amongft then^ 
I tennot readily comprebeikL^ why lAerms 
ihould have been fo food, ta have, this jFr/iriafcri* 
bed into thd number of the ii^nMyf gods ; or ^ky 
Severus ftould woffhip him in fats. Clofer^ anaong 
his other Deltks'jor vl^hy AdriM flhoukibave pur- 
pofed ; to ered Temples^ withdiit Images, to bis 
Hocibur, if they fa^d not kxiked upon him as Ibme 
extraordioary perfob, and had not been fufficiently 
afliiredjof the many wonderful warics be had doae^ 
I find^ the Chriftians appeal to the pubbck A&s 
and Rfecords among tfa^ very Heathens^ whtie 

many 
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many of the wonderful things that Jefus did were 
defcribed, which they durft not have done, had 
they not been fure, that there were fuch publick 
Monuments, and thofc things in them. 

The Evangelifts ( whofe Writings I have no 
more reafeii to qaeftion,than I do the Writing^ 
of Tacitus^ or Seneca^ or Cicero^ or Livy^ they ba- 
ring been univcrfally acknowledged to be theirs 
and no Man having ever been able to confute 
their Relation, or to give atljjr fatisfadory Argu- 
ment why they fhould not be believed, ) thefe 
Evangelifts, fome of them being Ey e- witnefleSj J 
perceive, noake itiention of feVerd Miracles that 
were wrought brfpre great multitudes of People • 
and certainly, fome judicious Men then living 
would have found . it out, if there had been a 
6heat or juggle m't •• Nay is it rational, that the 
Apoftles of this Jefus woald, or durft, with that 
freedom, boldnefe, and confidence, Have affirmed,' 
aflcrtcd^ and abetted, both: his Refurreftion, and 
his Miracles, in the very Metropolis of Judea^ in 
the City of Jerufaletn^ where it had been on eafie 
matter to difcover the fraud, if there had been no 
fuch thing ? From all which I muft neceflarily 
<ionckidc,as Ktcodewus^ John 3. 2. Mafler^ we 
know that thou art a Teacher come from GoJi for tio, 
man can M thefe Miracles that thou doe ft ^ except God 
he with him. 

Indeed, if I will not put a veil ovw my Face, 
and wilfully blind my fclf, I muft needs conclude. 
That this -Doftrine muft be Divine, whole Mi- 
racles were fo ; nor can I fuppofe it poflfible ,' 
that God Would foffer thar perfon, whom he ia- 
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trufted with his own Power of doing Miracles, to 
obtrude upon the World falfe and idle Tales, or 
uneceflary and impertinent Dodrines, and Injun* 
£tions. I cannot conceive, why God fliould com- 
municate to him the Power of doing ^4iracIes, ex- 
cept it be to confirm the Divinity,and indifpenfable 
necelTity of his Dodrine and Precepts ; fo that if 
the Works he did had a Divine Original^ his Do- 
drlne and Commands muft be derived from Hea- 
ven too ; elfe it would follow, that God had been 
very unwife in his Choice, and had exerted his 
Omnipotent Power to little or no purpofe, only 
to make a {hew in the World; or to increafe the 
Kingdom of Darknefs, than which, there can no- 
thing be iniagined more abfurd, or incongruous. 
And tho ic^s true, that moft Religions boaft of 
Miracles, and many things which are eried up 
for Miracles are nothing lefs j yet thefeare io at- 
teiled, that a Man muft go againft the flrongeft 
Evidence, that goes to contradid him. 

If I confidcr the progrefs of this Gofpd, I find 
it's altogether Miraculous, not only becaufe the 
Apoftles, who propagated this Dodrine, had the 
Power of Mirades conferred on them by thisjefus, 
which proves him to have been in the form of God ; 
but becaufe in lefs than xbo years, without Force or 
Arras, in defpite of Sword and Fire, and the dircft 
Torments, it fpread over all the known World- 
That the Mahometan Religion made a ftupendious 
Progrefs, after it's Rife, is not denied; blithe 
that (hall refleS on the Means whereby it enlarges 
its Power, viz. By Sword and Violence, by de- 
populating Countries, by Joining and mur^erinaaH 



that refitted, will Judge it rofc from Hell, rather 
than came down from Heaven. But I find the 
Gofpel fpread to a Prodigy, only Innocence aad 
Patience : by doing Gooo7and fuflfering Evil, the 
proper Arms of Heaven. No force was put upon 
Men, but what came from demonftration of the 
Spirit ; and that 9000 Men, in x or 3 days time, 
fliould be captivated by it, is to me as great a 
Wonder as St. Peter^s bidding the Lame Man take 
up his Bed and walk. 

I fee, how in defpite of all the Arms and Stra« 
tagems the Devil could invent to (lop its progrefs, 
indefpite of ail the endeavours of Nrr<?, Damitian^ 
Trafan^ DeciuSj Dioclefian^ to root it out, mock'd 
their rage and fury. I find how the blood of 
Martyrs, that was fpilt this day, brought forth a 
'greater number of confeflbrs tm next ; and mul* 
titudes of Chrifiians, that were, facrificed this 
week, were fecoxided by a greater Army in a few 
days after, and Men feemed to glwy in being 
deiigned for Death, and fervingas Apprentices of 
Martyrdom ; and th6 here and there a Mahomet an 
may die for his Religion, yet iuch a number of 
Martyrs no Religon can (mw : And what can I 
think of fo many Myriads of Men, that being 
offered Eafc, Plenty, Riches, Honours Prefer- 
ments defpifed them all, and would fufler the 
moft exquifite Tortures, which the Executioners 
themfelves trembled at, and which made the 
very Heathen blufti, (fo great was the Inhuma^f 
nity ,) rather than deny that Doftrine, which they 
had upon indubitable Teftimonies received as 
Divine ? What can I think, I fay, of thefc Meo^ 
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but that they had fufficiently feiirched into the 
Truth of this Gofpelj and were moft certainly 
afliircd, fhat it was the Word and Will of God ; 
and that this fefus would moft certainly fulfil 
his ProHufes ^o them, and giye them eternal Life, 
if they could be content to lolt their Lives on 
Earth for his fake j That fo many Hundred thou- 
fuid Men, many of them Learned , and Wife, and 
of Noble Blood, andingenuoos Education, fliould 
throw away their Lives in a humour , without 
very good ground, that what they believed was 
really Divine, and co\Ud not be fo is a thing fo 
incredibly, that thofc, who can think fo, difcoyec 
themklves to be the mofl credulous Punces in 
the World, 

I read, how in and about Ci&r/^Vtime either juft' 
before his comine, or ihortly after his departing 
but of this World, by confeflion of the Heathens 
chemfelyes,( for FerfhyriuSyZS bittet^n Enemy as 
ever Chriftianity had among Philofophers , ac- 
knowledges fo much ) the Heathen Oracles, and 
the Voices of Pcvils, ceafed. And can Ithink,the 
Devil would have left deluding the World, by his 
ambiguQWs Oracles gone off of the Stage volun- 
Urily. and quietly, except he had been forced and 
compelled tp it by this prodigious Perfon, whom 
Ood lent into the World to reveal his Glory * Cer* 
tainly it could not be one that was mere Man 
whom thefe Evil Spirits would have veiled and 
bowed to ; without he had been more than Man, 
tbey woukl have difputed their Power , and main- 
taioed their Pof&ffion, and defended their Univer- 
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£d Empire, and made Men know, that the Arm 
of Ikfli, was a very inconfidcrabic Weapon to 
to oootroul, or dethrcme the Rulers af the Darknefs 
of this iVofU^ and fcorned to give fuch a Cow- 
ardly Oracle, as he did to Augu^us Cafar ;, Me 
Puer Hehneus^ &c. *Thc Hebrew Boy doth drive 
^ me out, and commands me Silence. 

I find, wherever this Gofpel came, the Devil 
fled away ; this deftroyed his Service, Priefts, and 
Altars, and the Gates of Hell could notwithftand 
k I nor can I fee which way the Gofpel could 
have efieAed all this^ without its Power and £f« 
ficacy had been Divine. 

I read, what ftrange alterations it made upon 
all Peoples Tempers, Difpofitions, and Af!e£^ions, 
who embraced it { what Ihduld make fo many 
great Men, ib many fubtil Ptiilofophcrs, fo many 
learned Men, fo many Sages, Men of the greateft 
Wit and Judgment, and Apprehenfion, both in 
die Eaftern and Weftern Empire, yield and fub^ 
mit to it, and throw away tneir vain Phiiofbphi- 
cal Learning, and humble themfelves to the Cro£s 
oiCbrift^ except they had feen the Stamp of God 
upon it ? I find, that the greateft Orators, and 
Logicians, and the ableft Difputants, that came 
widli an intent: to deride it, were captivated, and 
conquered by it, and iubmftted to its Laws and 
Dodrines } and as unlearned; and unskilful, as the 
Men |vere that defended it againft their Subtilty, 
yet they were foi^ced to yield to them ; and to 
cry out, That they were overcome, and ba|Red. 
The change it wrought upon Peoples Spirits, was 
wondrous ftrange; the Cholerick, the Envious, 
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the Drunkard, the Fornicatory the Adulterer, the 
Worldling, the Oppreffor, the Timorous, the Pufi- 
lanimous, Were on a ludden transformed into love, 
Meeknefe, Sobriety, Chaftity, Temperance, Cha- 
rity, Liberality, Fortitude, and Magnanimity; 
and they that before jtrembled at the thoughts of 
Fire and wild Beafis, ofiered themfelves to Flames, 
and took it ill, if they were put by, and dqpri- 
ved of the Honour of Riduig in fuch Fiery Cha- 
riots to Heaven. 

' Nay, I fee at this day, how wonderfully k 
Works on the Souls of Men, makes them zQi sh 
gainfl: their natural Inclinations, without any pro- 
fpeOi of temporal Intereft, go againil the Bias of 
their Corruptions,and flop in their Career to Hell ; 
which they were running to with moft eager ap- 
petite. I fee how it makes them hate that evil 
irompany they formerly delighted in, and how in- 
fipid it renders all the Jefls of their old AHb- 
ciaces, how it makes them love their Enemies, do 
good to them that hate them, pray for them that 
perfecute them^ and defpitefully ufe them ; how it 
makes them live above Senfe,and feek their great- 
teil fetisfaftion in the Ways and Ordinances of 
God. In a word, how from Beads it changes 
them into Men ; and from Men into more than 
Men. And what can I afcribe all this to, but to 
a Divine Spirit, that by this Gofpel fubdues the 
Hearts, and brings the Lufts and AfieAioo^ of Men 
into Obedience to Chrift Jefus : And tho' there be 
Rtiligidus Men among otli^r Seds, as lem^HMthens 
and MahmetanSjy&i is their Piety rather outward 
than inward ; and whatever ihew they ipay make 
••• "• • '. ^ "• of- 
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of Sdf«denials and McntificationSy their Hearts 
are not changed all the while by lorce of their 
DoArines, which yet we fee daily pra£lifed in 
our Chriftiao Congregations, whereof none can 
give fo good an account as Divines that difcourie 
People about their Spiritual Concerns. 

He that (hall take fuch Arguments as thefe into 
ferious Confideration, may eafily fatisfie himfelf^ 
that in thefe Volumes is contained the true will 
of God, at leaft, that this, of all things extant, is 
moft likely to be the will of God, nothing in na- 
ture having thofe Circumftances, and Chara^ers, 
and Tefiimonies of a Divine Ori&inal^as the Rules 
icontainedin thefe Bpoks,we call the Bihle^ have; 
and whatever ieeming Contradidions and Tauto- 
logies may be found there^ to a confiderate Man 
it would appear^ that as long as the main thing, 
the true way to Happinefs, is fecured, fuch acci- 
dental things, as frequency ofthefameExpreflion^, 
and Chronological miftakes,committed by the va- 
rious Tranfcribers may be pafled by without of- 
fence, That many things which have feemed Con- 
tradidions, uponjsxamination of the Cu{loms,and 
Circumftances of the Age thefe Books were writ- 
ten in, liave been found no ConcradiAions ; and 
that thus it may be in all the reft, if we knew 
all thole ways of fpeaking and reckonings and 
naming things, and all the Proverbial Expre/Iions 
then in ufc ; That in the fubftantial things of 
thefe Books, there hath been no alteration, or cor- 
ruption, for fo many Ages together ; and that the 
plain way of Writing ufed here, arid repeat in| 

the fame things often, doth but argue honei 
■ ^ Sim- 



SimpliciQr, and want rf Guile, and UnwiUing- 
nefs, to impofft upoa^ the Worlds m thoie that 
have written thefe Books ; and that though fome 
Paflages recorded in them leem to us flipcrfluous, 
and neediefs, as that of Jac^i^ and Rochet^ and 
Leah J yet the Sacred Writer might have peculiar 
and very weighty Reafons for it, and defign it as 
an Allegory, to reprefcnt fome other Myftery, as 
W« fee St. Paul affirms of Airaham^ and Sarabj 
And Hagar^ Gal. 4. %^. 

And as confideration would chafe away Infide- 
lity of this nature, fo the want of it, we find, 
makes Men Sots and Beafis, and talk againf); 
things they underfl and not^ and cavil at thii^s 
ihofl: Sacred, and full of Reatbn, and Majefty^ 
This is it makes them tnreak Jefis on that which 
they ought to bow to, and fpeak lightly of thoie 
Myfteries which re(|uire and challenge their 
greateft Vcneratwn. 

This, x4lj^ is the Reafon, which makes the 
fcnfual Man q^ieftion another World. He confi- 
ders not what a Divine Angelical Spirit is within 
him, nor how improbable it is that the Rational 
part of himfcif (a thing certainly difliniSk from 
[lis Body, and which confifts not of Matter, ca- 
pable of Corruption, and can voluntarily move 
it felf, and think, which matti^ cannot do ) 
ihould peri(h as the Beads of the Field, would 
he but consider how this Notion of an After- 
retribution is fpread all the foberer World over j 
and tho' all do not agree in the manner of the 
Soul's furviving, fome being for Tranfmigiiation, 

as 
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Uii Pjthagorasy and the Brachwanes ia the InJiis ; 
others^ tor its aftiog io aa airf Vehicle diiriog 
the State of Separation ; yet moft agree in ihis^ 
whatever doubtful Expreflions might drop from 
Socrates J Seneca^ and others, That it's fenfible 
either of God's Love, or heavy DifplttTure, and 
its Nature immortal: And certainly this No* 
tion muft have a beginning; fomethiog or other 
did occafion it in Mens Minds ; the ufual Plea, 
that PoUtitians did invent it, to refirain M<in 
from fecrec ViUaniea, which they faw |>reiimc 
Punifbments would not do, feems to be firange* 
\y impertinent; for not to mention, that there 
was never any Hiftory in the World, that we 
could Iiear of, that gave us an account of fuch 
a thing, or of the beginning of it, we cannot 
fuppoic, that theie Polititiaos, if they were 
wife Men, and expeded to fee the Fruit of their 
Labours, would ever have adventured to plant 
this Notion of a future Judgment in Mens un* 
derftandii^s, had not they either bdieved, and 
been perfwaded, that there was a pofllbility of 
fuch an After-retribution, and that the Notion 
was very futable and agreeable to Man's Rea- 
fon ; or obferved, that there was in moft Men 
a very great inclination to believe it, clfe they 
might as well have perfwaded the World, that 
Black is White, or that it's better to be Blind, 
than to fee J Maxims, which would hav? cxpOv 
fed them to fcorn and contempt. And whence 
fliould this futablcnefs of the Notion of Man's 
Reafon, or that eafie clofiog of the Soul with 
the Notion, or Mens readinefs to embrace the 

No- 
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Notion, upon the firft hearing of it, come ? Whence 
can ail this be, but from the ftamp and impref- 
iion the great Creator bath made on the Hearts 
of Men, when firft he gave them a Being in the 
World? INor can we think fomean of this firft 
Gaufe, as to fuppofe that he made this Notion 
fo fuicable to the rational Soul of Man, or endu« 
ed the Souls of Men with a pronenefs to entertain 
it, without there had been really fuch a thing, as 
a future retribution ; elfe it would follow, that 
this Supreme Being had given us a pronenefs to 
believe a Lie, or a thing which is not, and 
confequently impofed and put a cheat upon his 
Creatures, which is equally abfurd, and blafphe- 
mous. 

Nor could melancholy Men be the firft broach- 
ers of it, as is pretended by fome ; for we do 
not find, that melancholy Fancies do ordinarily 
fpread fo much. Should a Melancholick Man fan- 
cy a Country where Men go upon their Heads, 
and write a very large Book concerning the Situ- 
ation, Nature, Temperature, Manners, Cuftoms 
ot it J Who would give credit to his defcription ? 
He that fancies he fees fuch and fuch things in the 
Air, or in his Houfe, or entertains Notions that 
are out of the common road, gets but very few 
to imitate or to follow him, or to think as he 
doth. But this belief of an after-retribution, 
takes poflelTion of the greateft and learned'ft 
Men, nay, the moft airy Conftitutions embrace 
it. Men of all Complexions and Tempers imbibe 
and cherilh it, and they cannot ftand out againft 
the Notiorj, it appears (o reafonable j fo that ftill 

we 



We muft have recourfe to him that firft made 
Man, and made this Notion fo agreeable to his 
Reafon ; and this he would not, could not have 
done, if fucb a thing had never been intended ; 
and the* Apparitions, Ghofls, and Spefires^ are 
laugh'd at by feme as Dreams and Gulleries, 
yet that doth not controul the Experience of jo- 
dicious and unbyafled Men in all Ages, who have 
both feen and fpoken with thofe Inhabitants of 
the other World, and received from thence very 
dreadful accounts of its Retributions. 

Would the fenfual Wretch bnt ruminate upon 
thefe Circumftances,tbe Confideration would con- 
found his foolifh Prmciples, and xhildiih Conclu-i^ 
fions ; would he hut tajce time' to coniider, how 
hard a matter it is to eradicate this Notion outof 
the Mind, after it hath once taken root there, 
what Pains fome daring Men are forced to ufe, to 
lift,, or ejed this Principle out of their Souls; how 
they are forced to drink, and fwear, to be rid of it ; 
how they mufl; turn Beafts, to.unman themfelves; 
turn day into Night, and Night into Day ; earels 
all forts of Temptations, make. themfelves Slaves 
to their Lufts; court the viieft.of Mankind ; feek 
out jovial Society ; run through a perfeft Dilci- 
pline of Vice; ar^ afraid to bealone; are ever 
in a hurry ; dare not. make ufe of their Reafon $ 
are forced to baoifh aU ferious Thoughts; are 
condrained te^ entertain ail that's light and fro- 
th)^ ; encourage tbemfelves in nothing but Sen- 
fuality ; avoid all fober and grave Difcourfes ; be 
always in the OQife;of Drums and Trumpets, I 
mpan, iq the ffoife Qf idle Tales and Divertife- 
, ' ments; 
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ments ; damp all the checks of their own Con<» 
iciences; read Plays and Romances; and bufie 
tliemfelves aix>ut mthing hot trifles, things that 
$cbool*boys would be aihamed of, and alt this to 
root out this one poor Notion of an Afcer-judg- 
pienc ; and yet when they have done all this^ de- 
bauched dieir yaftocias Principles^ ruined Nature, 
dethroned their Realcn, made theinfelves greater 
Slaves to the Devil, poffibty, than the Devil would 
^ve them to be ; tW cannot totalfy baniih it, it 
will come agaki and fright them ; and the Notion 
fiidts ib clolr^ is fa rivetted into the Soul^ that 
neither the BlckDd of the Grapes, nor all the Fro- 
lickg and ntcJnimfants they can think of, nor all 
the Miifarel^ aild^Strunipets in the Wdvld^ can 
tota% blot cilit m^ddace^ vc. 

Woidd her bttci confider all this^ an ea^ mat- 
ter, ^cnkdraakd himconclode, if tlKri bono fuch 
thing,; aindiiacfaingi but Sdadatioh prodiitc^ and 
eaufest tho& meedbl^ appreheiifions of an After- 
Jud^ent, then why is it fo hard a matter toera- 
dicato (bfs Nothing > It's true, Superftitidn is as 
hard to get «K ofthe Bones, as this Notion; 
butirQice it is for this Notion-fe&e, that Men ent- 
brace SotseirftitiDii, the Qflcftion may lafully be 
asked;: One wadd thfitk^ if it; ftands for a 
Gyph»f only, it ihotild be ilo hard matter to on- 
nvel Educafiioii; for a Vib^ iiot^ the' it become 
afctdnd N^are, may bt ualettnt by degrees ; 
but this ^Norton of an Alter- Judgment, the the 
Sinner mtay fupprefs and fmbther it for fome 
time, yet that it fhould break out again^ and 
when the Wretch thinks he bath conquered it^, 

fliould 
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(hould return with greater violence^ nsy, beat 
fo niiicii ftroneer upon the Mind, by how much 
more a Man urives . to put it out, as if it would 
not be denied, and would have admittance ia 
defpight ot ali oppofmon, and modced all t^ 
Weapons that Nature, and the Wit of Man, can 
Qfe againft it. TfaisTure makes it more thaa 
probable^ that it is a Plant which God himfeif 
hath pkoted in the Soid. . 

Richard the Third cared for Religion as little 
as any Man in the World could do ; nay, his Mur- 
ders^ Bloodiheds, Wrofigs^ Injuries he did, and 
which were fofaimiliar to him, ihew, he neither 
bebeved another World, nor dreaded it ; yet the 
ni^t befcMre Bdfworth Field Fight, he dreamed 
that all the Devib in Hell Were gnawing and 
tearing of him ; wiuch did not a little difcom- 
pole him when he awaked. Indcpd, ( £iith the 
Hiftornn) this was not fo much a Dream, as 
an evil Conftience, which foreboded an all-re- 
venging Arm,, as Ibon as his Soul ffaouid enter in- 
to the Region of Sf^irits. r 

Woutdith&Sihficr cpnfidcr with hknlelf, I be- 
lieve there is a God, and I cannot but allow that 
God impartial Ju^ee. To deny bim this, is to 
deny hini Perfe6tiisi/and conrajuendy to deny 
his Bemg $ for the l^tibn of God implies abfo* 
lute Perieftion : If this God be Juft, how ihaH I 
judge of his Jttflide; I have no other Rule, to 
go by, but that Juftfce^ vMth all Mankind be- 
lieves to be Juftice. - If Gdi fee our Govemour,' 
(as certainly nonehasth arrester light to it, becaufe 
in hkn we^livs^ an^ 4>reatbe, and have our Being) 

he 
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he cannot but be a righteoos Governor ; an^ 
how can he be a righteous Governor, without 
diftributive Juftice, without making a juft difie*^ 
rence by Rewards and Puniihments between the 
Obedient and Difobedient? And when I fee God 
makes no juft difference in this Life by Rewards 
and Punifliments, between thefe that ferve hini^ 
and thofe that defpife and contemn his Will ; 
what can I conclude, but that he intends tor 
make it in the Life to come, or after this Life is 
ended ? Which way he intends to do it, though it 
is not material for me to know, yet finding my 
Soul capable of Joy and Mifcry here, of Peace 
and Anguiih, I can eafily conceive that this Sou! 
I carry with me, will be the principal Subje6}: 
of the Joys or Miferies hereafter* He is moft 
certainly able to preferve that Sou], which he 
hath made capable of being governed by Moral 
Laws and Precepts, and to be wrought upon by 
Moral Perfwafions into Obedience to his Laws ; 
he is moft certainly able, I fay, to keep our Souls 
in being, even when they leave the Earthly 
Tabernacle of their Bodies, and to puniih or re- 
ward them according to their Works ; thefe 
Souls being the Principal Agents in Good or 
Evil ; And he that was able to create the Body, 
is ei^rtainly able toraife it agaki and unite it to 
the Soul, that fo both may participate of the fame 
Fate. Nay the neceflity ^ thefe After- rewards 
and . PuniflHnents enforce a neceflity, at leaft, 
of God s^ preferving the Soul .for thefe Rewards 
and Puniihments ; and what way foever God 
hath to preferve our Intelleaual Part after 

Deathy 
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Death, it's enough to me, or to any rational Man, 
that according to the notion and apprehenHon 
we have of Juftice, he cannot be Juft, witl^ut 
he doth preferve it, either for Reward, or PuniQi* 
nient. 

For, that God doth not fufiiciently reward and 
Punifli Men in this Life, daily Experience gives' 
me fufEcient Teftimonies. The wickedell of 
Men, ar« very often, the greateft in the World ;' 
and thofe that opprefs fuch as truly fear God, 
fwim in all manner of Plenty, and Eafe, and 
Riches, and Honour. And tho^ 'tis true, that, 
fuch Men have Sicknefs, and die, yet thofe are 
things common to good and bad, and can be 
thought no juft differencing Retributions. Thofe 
that make it their bufinefs to obferve God's Laws/ 
labour to approve themfelves his mod obedient 
Subjed}^s, and his mod faithful Servants, ordina- 
rily fuffer great injuries, are unjuftly arraigned,* 
conddmned, executed ; undergo tortures of cruel 
modcings, of fcourgings, of bonds, of imprifon* 
ments; witnefs the Saints of the three firfliCen^ 
turies, who with all their ftri£lnefs and circum- 
fpe£l: walking with God, got nothing vifibly, but 
Gibbets, and Gallows^ and Racks, and Wheels/ 
ztid Flames, and Tortures, and Dungeons : And 
their Accufers, or Judges, may be, have all that 
heart can wifh j their Eyes (land out withfatnefs; 
neither are they plagued like other Men, or if 
they be fometiraes afflifted, the Affliftion is not 
at all anfwerable to the horridnefs of the Crimes 
they commit. 

How gently do many of thefe Monfters die. 

T upon' 
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upon their Bed$, no Lamp expires more Icifurcly 
th^n their Breath, while (he other, that meditates 
in Gods Law A^y and night, dies with di%raee 
and flume, or is mod barbaroufly nmrdered , 
and butchered. Can I look upon all thcfe Paf- 
fdges and Occurrences, and not conclude ano- 
ther World ? I (nuft either conclude^ there is no 
Govcrnour of the World , or if there be one , 
that Governour will certainly find a tiine^ if not 
here, yet hereafter, to m^nifeft his Juftice, to 
reward the Innocent, and to puniih thole that bid 
defiance to Heaven. It was. therefore ratiooaly 
faid oi Frederick the Emperour, hearing that a 
Nobleman in one of bis Provinces, a Man who 
had* denied himfelf nothing that his fenfual Ap- 
petrite did crave^ lived all his time, fo far as his 
Nature was able to hear it, io Gluttony^ Drunkefl*- 
nefs, Fornicajioo, Adultery, Oppreffion, Injuftice, 
and had commited feveral Murders too,aad had 
never been fick, and died at laft, aft^r ^$ Year^ 
abode in the World, of mere old Age, gnictly , 
foftly, without any pain, or difturhahee, That ei- 
ther there muft be no God, or there muft be anc 
ther World,where this licentious Wretch mull be 
punilhed. 

Either Man is a nobler Creature than a Bca/^ 
or he is nor; if he be not, what means his Rea- 
iWy his Speech, his Power to €»pre£i his Mind, 
and to examine the Nature, Manner, Ends, Caufes, 
«nd Defigns of all Thin^ his Dominion over all 
the Beatts of the Earth, fiTr. If he be, we muft 

S?. ^^'"^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ which will certainly de- 
ciare hita more miferable than the Bcafts, whofe 

Spirits 



Spirits go downwards. If there be no other 
WorJd,no Judgment to come, no after-retribution 
why is Man poffefled with the fear of it? This 
Fear is a thing of that confequence and hath fo 
great an influence upon Mens lives, that from' 
itet fear, according as Creatures are either pof-, 
fefled with it, or want it, they may juftly be caM 
either happy or miferabie. Beafts, f fee, are not 
capBbte of tbefc fears, 411*! eonfequentiy cannot 
becRfturbed with theapprehenfionoffome things* 
and therefore muft neoeffarily be more happy and* 
nobler Creaturw then Men, who are not only 
capable of fuch Apprehenfions , but, by a na- 
tural Inftina, feed and cherifli faeh Thoughts as 

And cafl there be any thii^ more abfurd, than* 
to call an Ox, or Lion, or Elephant, a nobler Crea- 
ture than Man.> And yet this muft neceflarily 
follow, if there be no other World, Man would 
be the moft mifei^ble Cr^ture in the World, being 
fo apt to be tormented with thofe fears, if he did 
die into Annihilation .♦ And he might juftly wifli 
himfelf a Beaft, and lament, that God had put 
fuch a Dog to all his Delights and Merriments, 
and accofe his Maker of Injuftice, or Cruelty, for 
frighting, or pofleflittg him with fears of that 
which never was, nor is, nor will be. 

Such Con{iderations,atid paufing upon the point 
in cool Blood, would moft certainly fatisfie any 
rational, impartial Man , and deliver him from 
halting between two Opinions, and convince 
him, that he doth not ceafeito Be when he dies; 
th« there is a jttft Judge j that h6 will in a fliort. 

T ^ ^iihe 



time find it by woful. Experience, if a ferioi»' 
return to God prevent it not, and that when the 
jolly Sinner baniihes all Thoughts and Contem- 
plations of this nature, from his Mind^ he turns 
Monfter, Challenging Devils, yea worfe than De- 
vils, for the Devils believe a World to come, and 
tremble ; and it's meerly want of Confideration 
jXidkts him fo. 

3. The fame defed makes him wonder at the 
malapertnefs and impertinence of Divines, that, 
in every Sermon almoft, pronounce eternal Flames 
to be a due and jjuft Puniflimrat for Temporal 
Sins. ^ 

. Let the vain Man but! call his Thoughts toge- 
ther, and flimmon his Underftanding, to take a 
yiew of fuch Topicks as thefe. Why fhould I 
think it incongruous to God's Juftice, to puniib 
Sins committed here,with an Eternity of Pain and 
Anguifli ; Hath not he power to do with his own 
what he pleafeth ? may not he ; alight ftubborn 
Sinners with what puniihnjent he hatha mind to? 
It is not every Infirmity, eyery accidental Error 
every Ig-oorance, every little Fault that this Eter- 
nity of Anguilh is threatned to, but a wilful Igno* 
ranee, cuftomary Sinning, ftubborn .Qifobedience, 
tabitual Rebellion. Had a Servant, io whom 
I were as kind as to my own Child, whom I had 
railed out of the Duft, and heaped innumerable 
Favours upon, and promifed all my Eft ate to^ 
after fome few Years Service; and fliould that 
Servant, inftead of Honouring of me, defpife roe 
^wherever he comes; inftead of Obeying me. 
Laugh at my re^fonable Commands ; infl;ead of 

Work- 
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Working, Play his Time away; inftead of going 
to the Place I fend him to, run to Brothel-houfes 
or Taverns; inftead of Loving me, Hate me, and 
Affront me, flight both ray aftual Kindncflcs, 
and my future Smiles ; and notwithftanding my 
continual Exhortations to another courfe of Life, 
continue wilfully in the way he hath begun, 
meerly to gratifie his fodifli Lufts ; and when he 
is convinced too of the unreaCbnablenefs of his 
Doings, knows it is Ingratitude in the higheft 
degree, and yet will be guilty of it ; and when 
he might do otherwife only out of malice^ and 
to vindicate his own humour, refolves againft it ; 
What Punifhment can there be too great for fuch 
a Wretch ? 

Were this mine, or my Neighbour's cafe, we 
ihould certainly doom fuch a Monfter to all the 
tortures that ^verity can invent, or inflid ; and 
why ihould I have any hard Thoughts of God, 
for punifhing the Sinners ingratitude with Eternal 
pain or lofs, an ingratitude fo gr^at, all things 
confldered^ that the word returns one Man can 
make to another , cannot fufficiently exprefi the 
horror and vilenefs of it ; and tho' God ought to 
be looked upon as a Being of infinite Love and 
benignity tp his Creatures, yet, what a Monfter 
doth he make himfelf , that tnrows Dirt upon infi- 
nite Beauty and Excellency ? 

God , for ought I. fee, in condemning wilful 
Sinners to Eternal mifery, gives them but their 
own choice ; and if that old Saying be true, Fo^ 
knti nea fit injuria ; To him that^s tmlling^ ccfu he 

done no injury ^ God certainly cannot be accuf^d ' 

T3 of 
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of Cruelty, for he gives the ftuborn Sinner but 
that, which he did deliberately pitch upon, and 
t^e(^ed ; and th6 no Man doth ordinarily chufe 
Puniibment, much lefs everlafting Calamity, for 
its own felf ^ yet as long as they do, with vehe- 
ment af?e£Mon, long after that, which hath this 
Calamity infeparably annexe4,we juftly fuppofe, 
that they agree to fuff er that Calamity, as well as 
to eiyoy the thing, which is the others infeparap 
ble Companion. He that is certain, that the 
fmell of fuch an Herb, or Flower, is poifonous^ 
and will kill him ; if notwithftanding this con- 
vidion, he will (mell to it, it's apparent that he 
makes choice of his Death and Ruin; and th6 
it may be replied, That while the Sinner doth 
fo he is no better than diftrafted ; and who will 
puniih a Mad* man for affronting him ? Yet it is 
fuch a madnels, as he may eafily cure himfelf of, 
if he be not unwilling; and the madnefsis the 
more inexcufable, becaufe Reafon is willfully 
turned out of doors, and he rather feigns himfelf 
mad, than isfo. 

' : There is not a Sinner, that lives under the Go- 
(pei, but he muft know, that he who doth not 
pradlically believe the Gofpel, or, which is all one, 
lives in wilful contempt of the Laws of the Go- 
fpel, iball certainly be damned; for the Gofpel 
is full of thefe Threatnings, that he that doth 
but come to any place, where this Word of Life 
is preached, if he be not deaf, muft necedarily 
hear it ; nay , if he will bm make the leaft en- 
quiry, arid fet himfelf to confider feriouHy, whe« 
ther that Golpel be of God or no, he cannot but 
• :> find 
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find, that is the Son of God, even he, who can 
as foon lofe his Being, as tell a Lie, that hath, 
with all the Proteftations imaginable, threatned 
this everlafting condemdation to Men, that are 
refolved to prefer fatisfaftion of their Lufis, be- 
fore all his wifeft and wholfom Precepts, 

This being known by all that have any reafon 
or underftanding, as much as that Felony^ or Bur-^ 
glary^ is Death by the Law^ if in defpight of 
this knowledge, and perfwafion, the hard-hearted 
Wretch will venture upon a Life of difobedience 
and contempt, to Which Damnation is infepara- 
bly annexed; and, rather than leave o^, will 
make God contradift himfelf, aA contrary to his 
threatnings, falfifie his word, as if he intended 
not to do what he faith : What can I think, but 
that the vain Man is in love with his own Eter* 
nal Deftruftion ? 

In love with it > So one would think, that fees 
him drive to everlafting Death, as furioufly as 
Jehu did to Jezreel^ and make more hafte to in- 
vade the Gates of Hell, than Elijah^ for all his 
fiery Chariot, did, to get to Heaven. The Mart 
that runs through Swords and Da^ers, breaks 
down Walls and Fences, poifons the Principles of 
Sobriety Providence hath lodged in his Breaft, 
ftrangles the kind Suggeftions of his oWri Cori-^ 
fcience cracks the Bolts and Bars of a virtuous 
Education, feeks out Dangers, and precipitates 
himfelf into them, and with the noife of his 
Riot, ftrives to overcome the calls of the Ho- 
ly Ghoft within j defies all prefent convidions ; 
aifregards the groans, and cries, and tears, and 

T 4 wounds 
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wounds of a crucified Saviour, that would keep 
him from being undone ; vanquifhes God's me- 
thods to catch him into repentance; breaks through 
all the prohibitions of the Gofpel, through Vows, 
and promifes, and Sacraments, and moft folemn 
tingagements: charges all the threatnings of a 
jealous (jod, and fights h}s way through Rocks 
. of O{)poritions, and all to get tp Hell and Dam- 
nation, fure makes that his choice; and if fo, 
God doth him no injury in giving him his own 
hearts defire. 

A Sheep,or a Horfe^certainly can never counter* 
ballance the Life of a Man ; how ihould it, when 
IVfan is worth more than a World, and all things 
are put uuder his Feet ,all Sheep and Oxen, and the 
Beafts of the Field,, the^ Fowls of the Airland the 
Fifh of the Sea,and whatfoever pafTes through the 
paths of the Sea? Yet he that knows he ihall be 
Ranged if he ileal either, and will, in defpight of 
the Penalty, venture, merely to gratifie his iickly 
Fancy, juftly fiiffers the puniftiment, which feems 
to bear no proportion with the things he ftole j 
the Juftice of the Puniftiment is founded in the 
iMalefaftors Choice^ and to we find it in the cafe 
before iis, the Bleffing and the Curfe is laid be- 
fore the fenfual Man, Life and Death are pro- 
(>ofed to him, he*s put to his choices which of 
thefe he'U'have > He freely and wilfully choofes 
Death, and the Curfes, maugre all that God, or 
his Angels, or his Miniflers, can fay to the con- 
J5^y ; and it's but juft,fince he thus fights againft 
God, and feems refolved to crofs all God's endea- 
vours to purifie and turn him, and will have his 

wrath 
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Wrath and indignation, and fcorns his Mercy ; 
God fliould let him have that Fire and Brimftone, 
which is the portion of the Sinner's Cup, and 
which he is fo very greedy after, as if he were 
afraid he fliouId never be fo happy, as to obtain 
or be Mafter of it. 

Indeed, the more I think of.it, the more I find, 
that it is not God fo much that condemns him to 
Eternal Mifery, as the Sinner himfelf. 'Tis he 
that's thus barbarous to his own Soul, and adjudges 
himfelf to that worm which dies not. He ki/Ies 
that confiimifig fire^ as if it were the Light ofGod\ 
countenance ^^^^ feems to envy the Devils their un- 
happinefs, he doth fo long to be a fliarer of it. 
He /hatches Damnation out of the hands of God'Ss 
Juftice, and while God offers to keep it from him, 
makes a long Arm to reach it 

God alas/ doth do what he can to favehim, his 
Bowels yearn over him, and nothing would pleafe 
him more than to fee his penitential Tears. He 
is ready, with the good Father, Luke 1 5 lo. to 
run, and to have compalTion on him, as foon as 
he doth but refolve to leave the Kingdom of 
Darkneis; even that God, who would have all 
Men to be faved, and come to the knowledge of 
the Truth : He waits to be gracious, and juflly 
expefts, that the Vineyard, on which he hath 
beftowed great cofl and pains, ihould bring forth 
Grapeis. He doth not afflift the Children of Meri 
willingly, he delights not in their Tortures. He 
dehorts and difcourages them from being acceflb- 
ry to their own Ruin. He profefTcs, that in all 
their Affliilipn he is afflifted j andjhait when 
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he doth afflift them, it is becaufe there is no like- 
ly way befides to bring them to a Icnfe of their 
Duty. He gives them time and fpacc to repent; 
he caielTes them with his Heaven j he can do flo 
lefs in jaftice,that prepare a Hell for the ftubborn 
Offender ; this is the only way to vindicate the 
honour of his Law : But then he would have him 
fliun that Tophet^ and walk in the way that leads 
to Life, and promifes him to rejoice over his Re- 
pentance, and to crown his ferious Endeavours 
with all that's rich and glorious. AH the Mercies, 
Afflictions, Judgments, Providences he fends upon 
him, are to diffuadehim from walking in the way 
to deftruftion ; he wooes the proud Creature to 
his dying day, and (lands between him and Eter- 
nal Anguifh, while the Wretch faucily thrufts the 
Eternal God away, and will ftorni the fatal Gate j 
God would hold him,but he breaks loofe from him, 
jnd flings himfelf into the Devil's arms ; and then, 
fate it is not God fo much that condemns him to 
pverlaftinghorrour and anguifh, ashimjelf. ^ 
• But if It were not fo, that there is fuch a. Punifli- 
ment thrcatned in the Gofpel, is beyond difpute. 
All the Evangelifts, all the Apoftles of our Lord, 
and what is more, our Lord himfelf fpeak of it, 
and knowing the Terrors of the Lord, they warn 
every Man. And his tbreatning, to be fure, is 
not like the Ceremonial Law, which was but a 
ihadow of things to come, and fo fell of it fcif, 
when the fubftanee appeared. In this tbreatning 
there are no Types, and therefore we can look 
fo? no Abolition j this is God's peremptory deter- 
mmatioii, this way he is unalterably refolved to 

pro- 
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proceed ; and moft certainly God is not a Man 
that he fhould lienor the Son of Man that he fliould 
repent ; His word is engaged, and the Honour 
of his Veracity concerned, to fee this threatning 
executed ; ftiould God difpenfe with it, it would 
follow, that God either did not know what hs 
did when he made this Sandion, or that he re- 
pents of it as unjuft, or that he did not forefec 
the inconvenieocies, which were like to enfue 
upon the execution of this threatning ; all which 
confequences are monftroufly abfiv^d and unrea* 
fonable. 

The terms and conditions, upon which eternal 
Salvation is offered, are fo reafonable, and fo 
juft, and, I may fay, fo eafie, that the wilful 
negle£l: of them deferves no lefs, than lofs of the 
great Salvation God offers ; eafie they are, mod 
certainly compared with the laborious Service of 
the Devil, eafie to him that is experimentally ac- 
quainted i^ith the Love of God, and hath tafted 
the fweetnefs of Communion with God ; eafie to 
him, that throi^h long practice hath made them 
natural to himfelf, made them part of his temper, 
and rivetted them into his very inclinations: 
Were the Conditions God requires, in order to 
everlafting Blifs, attended with unconquerable 
difficulties ;/did God require a thoufand Rivers of 
Oil, for the Sacrifice of our Firfl-born or 
dragging the Cartel upon a thoufand Hilts, to 
bis Altar; did/ he require us to wade through 
ftinking Ditches full of Leeches and venomous 
Creatures, as the Enemy of Mankind is faid 

to advife fome of the Indians i did. he enjoin us 
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to fufier our felves to be crufhed to death under 
Chariot Wheels, as fome of the Heithens of //r 
Jofian do, out of refpeft to their Idol Jaganmth j 
indeed then, to negleft this promifed Felicity^ 
would admit of fome excufe, the difficulty of the 
Enterprize would qualifie the Crime, and the 
Omiffion be capable of fome flight A polc^y. ' 

But wheft God requires no more than a pradical 
Belief, and fubmiffion to thoft Rules,his Son came 
down from Heaven to teach us, the obfervance 
whereof advances our Temporal Intereft, as well 
as our Spiritual ; keeps us in health, and in good 
temper ,• makes us live quietly, and contentedly, 
even in this prefent World, where the Duty is 
profit^ and obedience brings its prefent reward 
with it, there to flight an incorruptible Crown of 
Glory, common Reafon will tell us, that we juftly 
lofe it. He that will not accept of the greateft 
Treafure imaginable, if he may have it but for 
asking, we our felves confefs it's pity he fliould 
ever enjoy it { and then when nothing but good 
Manners are required, no Death, but that of our 
Extravagancies; no flaying of Beaflis, except it 
be our Luft ; no Offering but the Calves of our 
Lips J no Sacrifice,but that of prayer, and Thankf- 
giving J and Self^refignation is all the trouble,God 
defires us to be at, in order to endlefs Felicity : 
The Condition being fo facile, fo equitable, we 
cannot, if we our felves were to be the Judges, 
but acknowledge, that we deferve never to pom:fs 
it, if we defpife or negleft fo reafonable a Con- 
dition. 

The Iiigh quality of thg Pef fon ofiended, cerr 

tainly 
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tainly^ makes a Fault the greater ; he that kills 
a King, commits a greater Crime than he that 
kills a Peafant; and if the Dignity of the Perfon 
injured aggravates the Sin, it may juftly a^ra- 
vate the Guilt and Puniftiment too* And there- 
fore, he that hath affronted his Prince and Sovc- 
raign, defer ves to live in Gaol longer than he that 
hath wronged his Equal or Inferior ; and confe- 
quently, he that offends, and wilfully without 
need, and malicioufly, and for many years,and in 
defpightof alltheCourtfhipof God's Minifters ta 
leave ofl^ offends an Infinite, Eternal, Incompre- 
henfiWe God: Why Ihould not the Offence amount 
to a demerit of Infinite and Eternal Punifhments? 
Certain itis,that the obflinateSinner flights an Eter* 
nal Redemption ; and had he lived for ever, he 
would, without all peradvcnture,have finned for" 
ever; and fince the Man that would have commit- 
ted Treafon, is defervedly Executed for Treafon, 
why ihould not he fufTer Eternally, who, if he 
had lived here to all Eternity, would have af* 
fronted God, and abufed him to all Eternity ? 
The more Irefleft on the nature of Sin, the more 
dreadful it appears to me. Behold with a care- 
Jefs Eye, it appears to be only an Infirmity of 
Nature, a (light Wound of the Soul, a fmall 
icrack in that tranfparent Glafs: But taking a 
view of its Boldnefs, Saucinefs, and Infolence, I 
find how it threatens Heaven .• If I think of 
God's Wifdom, I fee how Sin controuls that, a$ 
if God had made very foolilh Laws to govern 
Mankind by .* If I ruminate on God's Power, I 
fee bow Sin mocks thaf^ as if aU his Threatnings 
I were 



were but Bugbears^ and God did threaten nU)ire 
titan he could perform : If I caft my Eye upon 
Ckxi's truth, and veracity^ I fee how Sin ^youid 
make him a Liar, changeable, unfaithful, inccfodant 
to himfelf : If I take a view of his Juftice, I fee 
how Sin would da(h and aboliih it ; for in that it 
makes the Sinner hope for impunity, when he hath 
affi'onted his Maker, as much as he can, what doth 
it, but enervate God's Righteoufoefs, fhake c^ 
God's Government,and prompt the ^ner to refill^ 
and fight with him, whofe Eyes are like flames of 
Firc^ and whofe l^eet are as Brafs glowing in a Fur-* 
nace; and that fuch a continual contempt of the 
Almighty, Ihould juftly ,and defervedly pull down 
perpetual tormentsis a thing not at all contrary to 
f eafon .* Nay, for ought I fee, the Sinner makes no- 
thing of Eternal Damnation while he lives here; 
the lofs of 50 or 100 /. (hall fright him more, than 
EverlailingBaniihment from the gracious Prefence 
of Almighty God,whereby he tacitly confei^,thaPt 
the Punifhment is very flight and inconfiderable $ 
and what wrong doth God do him, in inflicting a 
Puniihment upon him,which,by his own acknow- 
ledgment,ts fo trivial, and fo flight,that he'l foonef 
endure it, than the lofs of a Friend or Retaticm ; 
nay, naany times wifhes for it in his comoHm Dif- 
courfe, as if it were fome pleafure to fee Eternal 
Flames about his Ears; and th6 this may be cal- 
led Inadvertency, yet is it fuch an Inadvertency, 
05 will make tiK; Sinner blufli one day, and deaf 
the Almighty, who infliAs no more upcm him than 
t Flea-bite, for it feems be makes no more of it, 
either in his thoughts or expreffions; 
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How foon would G)nrideriCion of fuch Argu- 
meats as thefe undeceive the worldly Wretch, 
that talks he knows not what, wbm he finds 
fauh: with God^s dooming careiefs, wilful, ob- 
ftinate Sinners^ to unquenchable Fire? But it's 
want of Confideration makes hisDifcourfe fo 
loc^ and wanton, It's this makes him em* 
brace every little Conjedure about the ihort- 
nels of Hell Torments, before the foltd Ar- 
guments, that evince an Eternity of God's 
Difpleafure ^ainft ftubborn Sinners : It's this 
maka lum prefer a May4)e, before a real 
known Trutb ; and the Mao that makes fport 
with Eternal Milery, (hall be more acceptable 
Company to him, than the graved and moft 
judicious Divine, whofe Rcairais he cannot an- 
fwcr. 

Alas ! did the Drunkard, when he comes ta 
himielf again. Smite upon his Thigh, and fay^. 
What have I done? How odious is this Vice I 
indulge my felf in ? How lifce a Beaft do I live ? 
How unworthy of that Reafon which the wife 
Creator hath beAowed upon me ? How unwor- 
thy of tho& Mercies 1 d^y enjoy ? How would 
many of the fober Heathens have fccNrned a 
Temptation to fuch a Sin : What a ilrange 
Creature would fudi a Man as Zcno^ the Hea^ 
then Phitofopher, have taken me to be, had hit 
fcen me fo disordered, who reproved Antigth 
nus fb iharpiy for this excefs ? What follies and 
extravagancies doth it involve me in ? How do 
I proidttuce, and expofe my felf to the contempt 

and fcorn of Men t\ax know me ? How can I 
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hear the Apoftle proteft, that no Drunkard (hill 
enter into the Kingdom of God, and go on ! Witt 
not God take an account one day, and examine 
how I have fpent my time; and can I fpend it 
worfe, than by exceeding irrational Creatures in 
fenfuality? What Brute but a Swine, would 
diforder it felf, as I do my Body ? What can I 
plead in excufe pf fo foul a Crime ? Shall I plead 
Natural Inclination, when nothing is a greater 
Difgrace to my Pslature than this Sin ? Shall I fay, 
I am tempted to it, when my yielding to the 
Temptation argues the greater weaknefs and puiil- 
ianimity ? Shall I pretend Cuftom, when I cannot 
look upon the pidure of a drunken Man without 
deteftation ? And can I a£t that folly, which I 
cannot but abhor in Portraiture ? How ridiculous 
does even my drunken Companion feem to me, 
if cither Sicknefs, or fome other Accident, hath 
for a certain time kept me fober ? To fee a 
Creature endowed with a Soul, which Devils 
envy, transformed into a ftrange Speftacle, a 
Mad-man, rather than a Chriftian j his Face 
pale, his Eyes fwelled, his Body reeling, his 
Mouth railing, flandcring, and abufingboth God 
and his Neighbour ; his Refolutions defperate, 
his Intentions evil, his fenfual Appetite lawlefs 
and ungovernable j his Defircs lafcivious and un- 
clean, his Aftions diforderly, &c. To fee fo 
difmal a fight, makes me admire, when my Rea* 
fon is clear, how it's poffible for Men to be fo 
wicked and fooliai, and yet do I wilfuUy fall 
mto that, the odioufnefs whereof moves my An- 
ger, and my Wonder? How far greater is the 

Glory 
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Gldry of the Rechabites than of the Sodomite $1 
And had not I better be commended with the ab- 
flemious Demoflhenesy Diodes^ Polemm^ and the 
Carthaginians of old, than reproached with the 
looie and intemperate JlMcreon^ Melanilhon^ He^ 
radiJeSy TiberiuSj and fuch Monfters of Man* 
kind, who valued themfelves upon their exceffive 
Draughts, and rejoyced in Drink more, than in 
the mod vertuous QKialifications ? Is this ronoun- 
cing the Devil and alT his Works, as I vowed to 
do in Baptifm ? Is this adorning the Gofpel of 
my Saviour, as my Profeflion requires ? If I fear 
not Hell-Fire, Why do not I fear impoveriihing of 
my felf and Family ? How do I difpofe my felf 
for all manner of Sin, by this Enormity ? What 
Crime is there that I am not fit for, when my 
Reafon is overwhelmed with Drink ? How do I 
imbezzel the Gifts of God, when I abufe his 
Creatures thus? How do I pervert the end of 
God^s Bounty, when I make that to ruin and de- 
ftroy my Nature, which was intended to pre* 
ferveit? What difficulty is there in leaving fa 
grofs a Vice, which threatens fo much Mifchief 
and mifery: Need People be exhorted to pro- 
vide for their own fafety ? Need they advice or 
council to do good to themfelves? Is it flich a 
Pleafure,.tomakea Pond of my Body? Is it fuch 
a Pleafure, to be laughed atby all Men that main- 
tain Sobriety? What hurt hath God ever done 
me, that I fhould thus wilfully affront him ? 
How foon might I vanquifti this Sin, if I would 
in good earneft refolvetobeallured.by my old 
Companions no more? And why fhould they 
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be dearer to me, than my God, my Soul, and a^ 
good Conicience? Will thefe Companioas fave 
roe, when I come ta die? Will it not befariiKMre 
comfortable to have none of this Load to bur- 
then and opprefs my Soul ? What if God ihould 
ftrike me dead in a drunken Fit ? Doth not Dk;esy 
hi^ calling for a drop of Water to cool hi» burn- 
ing Tongue, affright me ? How do I prepare for 
Difeafes by. this Vice? And if there were no Hdl^ 
no Judgment to come, how fliould the Difafters^ 
which attend this Sin, difcourage me ? What if I 
fliould drop dowQinfuch a po(lure,and awake in 
Hell .- Lord ! if neither the Plagues, which wait 
upon the offence in thisWorlc^ nor the terror of 
that which is to come, can difluade me ; how 
juftly may God pour out all the Vials of his 
Wrath upon me ? How juftly may he plunge roe 
into the ReJ Sea of his Iimignatioii^ and leave 
me to ^he rage and malice of tl^ GNsvil, whole 
voice and fuggeftions I do now obey. 

Did the Sot but blow thofe fparks of Resiibn 
he hath left into fuch Confiderations as thefe, 
how horrid, how naufeous, would the Sm ap- 
pear? But want of Confideration makes him 
transform the Image of God, into the Image of 
a Beall, and makes htm drink away the Poor's Re- 
lief, and his ownEftate.- This mak^himaThief^ 
for he robs the Poor ; and fometimes his own Fa« 
roily, of that fuftenance and fupport he owes 
them, as he is a Man, and pretends to be a Chri- 
ftian: This is it makes him laugh, when he 
ihould wifh for Rivers of Tears, and ft>r a Foun- 
tain of Water, to deplore the fadnelsof his Con- 
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didan here, and the more dreadful {late of his 
Soul hereafter. 

Did the 5wearer but ferioufty confider, what a 
fodifli, wtak^ fordidy and impertinent thing it is, 
ta mingld'Prdfanations of God's Name with his 
Speeches^ he woirid' feon take pains to avoid it, 
and ftt a maiOt upon himfelf for running upon the 
iauM Reck again. Would he but thit4^,good God / 
hoir irhitioaally dp 1 tStJ Ifr believe there is a 
God, wjiitJca»rfency that Godtobfc? Sure I 
mud fancy hhnr to be fuch a Deity as the Hea^ 
thenswomipped^otttf deaf, and dumb^ andbHnd ; 
a Deity ofBrais, or Stooe^^ that I can fecurely play 
wirhal; a Deity tbat^snot^tall jealous of his Ho- 
nourand Glory, ami can fit down under every Af- 
front that's put upon him ; ihould the mearieflof 
my ^ervafitamake ufeof niy name in every trifling 
difcouirfe,in every fooliih ftoty, and when ever he is 
petttOi, or peevifli,'! Ihould take it vei^y ill at his 
hands $ andwhyflioukil think God willenddrs 
that from me^whic}! I would notalbw in my Footr 
boy, xMf P'alet Je\ Chjimhn ? I muftconfefs there is 
no bait, no temptation to tbk^in: He^that robs 
upoa dit Highwiatyj^ is tempted ' by^ain * ^parent 
Profit -^ The Pirate hath a rich Prize in his Eye* 
the Ship that <:omes laden with apices from the 
Eqfi, with Silks fk)m the itf^4»*,/With^ precious 
Drugs from the hJiesf wl^ts his Appetite ; thati 
the Covetous hugs his Gold, and pays Adora- 
tioAvto his Mbney, as to his Saint, ^hat he hhoUs 
tht'Sum when it fhinesf^ and the Mean walking in 

hri^mfs^ no'rtiarvel) for be fees it hath a kind of 
Almighty Power^ cao make Foes Friends, un- 
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lock Gates, break the (Irongeft. Bars, give hia ad- 
miiTion into company of thehigheftQoaittjr, ^a 
The Diilembler hopes he may fave his Credit, 
and Reputation, and Fortune, by not fpeaking 
what he thinks; but in Swearing, lean have fio 
profpeft of advantage, and r muft only ad: the 
Devil, love Sin for Sitf s fake ; Fornication and 
Adulteiy to yet pretend fome Pkafure, but this I 
cannot do in Swearing ; thb greatefl: Mafters of 
Pleafures never reckoned tht» Sin as an ingredient 
of Carnal Satisfaftion ;. and tho there is no real 
neceffity for any Sin, yet for this I can pretend no 
neceflity at all j Let them he ajhmied^ faith the Pro^ 
jphctywifkhtrafijgrefs vokhout r/ii^, Pfak xf . 3. Not 
that any Man, who ftns, hath a juft caule for 
iinning, but fome Sins, evea in the Devil's Judg- 
ment, Men have no apparent caufe for them, for 
they fui without temptation, and iiich a Sin is 
Swearing: Were a Knife fet to my Throat,, were 
my Life in danger, were I to die prefeotly upon 
the fpot, if I did not fw^ar^I might havefemei^o- 
lour of Argument for it, but wt^n there is iiothiog 
compels me tQ it, but my own wiifulne£s,I,deferve 
no pity, no compa(riOQ,i£ Q0d kiilies me wti^ the 
jfevereft Thtutiders. TheriS is ik> Sin that's more 
in my pqwer to avoid, than'this; the moft barba- 
rous Heathen can (hun it, and feall I pretend im- 
poffibility i I fee it er^wes nie to v«ry great un- 
civility, I cannot bat t>w:nd,all fober eooipany 
by it,they muft needs be uneafie in my Society,and 
to hear God abufedjand how ill Ido wifli to my own 
Soul, cannot but grateupop abeari^that faathany 
tente of Religion xar Hooefty ; aor do J fee, that 
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people believe me any whit the morefor bearing, 
but I render my felf ridiculous, and make People 
tbiflk me dilhoneft,perfidious,and treacherous,who 
make ib little confcience of what I fay ; How can 
any Man truft me^that hears me abufe the befl and 
deareft Friend I have ? Or,what credit can any Man 
give to me, that fees me fo treacherous to God, to 
whom I owe ail I have ? How ihall any Man be 
fure, that I 'am honed, that fees me deal fo difin- 
genuoufly with him,who gives me my Meat in due 
feafon ? How can any Man believe, that I will be 
faithful to him, that cannot be faithful to him who 
hath laid the greateft obligations upon me? Have 
I no other way to prove my felf a Gentleman,but 
by this fordid courfe ? Is this it, that will bring re* 
putation to my Family ? Is this it,that mud give me 
credit among Perfons of my own Rank ? Cannot I 
be a Cavalier,except I am uncivil to my God? Muft 
{ buy the favour of Men at fo dear a rate? Is it worth 
no lefs than the difpleafure of him, who£llsHca* 
ven and Earth with his Prefence? Can there be greats 
er ingratitude in the World, than I am guilty of by 
thisl^n? The Air I breath in, the Earth I tread up- 
on, the Ground which nourifties me, the Fire that 
warms me,are all the Gift of God ; aqd,is this the 
return I make, to take his Name in vain, that fup- 
ports and maintains me ? Do I make nothing of 
God's threatnings ? How often doth he manifeft 
his Difpleafure againft this Sin in his Word ! A !)d 
can I think, I am not concerned in the Commina- 
tion ? What hope can I have, that Chrift's Blood 
will fave me, when I fwear it away, and thnift it 
from me with both Arms ? How juftly may God 
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damn me» that do lb often wL(h for it / and is tfa^e 
any thing iq nature fo barbarous to it felf, as I 
am in praying to God, as it were,^ to delivelr me 
up into the dutches of the Devil ? No DevU 
would wifh himfelf fo ill, ^s I do my own Soql j 
and is there nothing in the inhumanity and fabor- 
ror of the Sin, to difcourage ^nd terrifie me from 
it ? Nay, I do hereby teach others to fin, inflirua 
thofe that hear me, to follow my Example ; I do 
fow Sin, and fpread the Contagion, infed my 
Neighbour, give an ill Example to others ; and is 
this agreeable to the Character of a ChriHian, 
that is to walk in Wifdom toward them that are 
without,and to give no occafion to the Adverfary 
%o fpeak reproachfully > 

Did the Swearer but ruminate on thefe diilua* ' 
^ve Arguments^ how would it cool his courage / 
But neglefUng that, he negleds his reftorative, 
and fpegijiS) as if he would be revenged on his 
Maker for giving him a Tongue. 

How foon would the Bladder of Pride break, 
did the proud Man but confider that he is Dufi, 
and what a wretched finful Creature be is, and 
how much worfe than other Men, and how much 
he forgets the Humiliation of the Son of God, 
who, being in the Form of God, thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, but made him- 
felf of no reputation, becomir^ obedient to the 
Death of the Crofs ; how odious this lofty Spirit 
is in the fight of God ; how amiable Humility ; 
how God detefts the one, and embraces the other , 
how Pride keeps out the Operations and Irifluen- 
(c$ of God's Spirit, and how the Holy Ghoft 

re. 



Irefttfes to come and lodge in that Soul, which 
fn'ells witb vgia conceits of its own worth ; how 
Pride keeps, him a (Iranger to himfelf ; how ic 
makes his Neighbour hate htm, raifes him Ene- 
mies, and makes him an objeS; of Contempt and 
Scorn ; how all the Gifts and Blellings, and Privi- 
leges he enjoys, are but the effe&s of Qod*$ 
Charity j how the (lately Fabrick, which his Soul 
doth animate, muft (hortly return to the Earth 
from which it was taken j what condefcention 
God ufes towards him ; how God, who commands 
Heaven and fiarth, becomes an humble Suitor to 
his Creatures, and inftead of confuming, courts 
them to yield to hil Requefis and Injundions ; 
how noble and generous it is to imitate him, who 
is Eternally happy in himfelf. O my God ! can 
I look upon the great Example of thy Conde- 
icemion, and fwell into contempt of others ! Can 
I fee Heaven bow to Duft and Alhes, and fuperci- 
lioufly fcorn him that (tands on even ground with 
me i What have I that I have not recdved ? Why 
then ihotikl I boaft, as if I had not received it ? O 
God ! I iee thee conteift to be born in a Stable, 
to lye in a Manger, to be doathed with Rags, and 
tofabmitto thehardeft ufage: Am I thy Servant; 
and do I refufe to tranfcribe thy Lowlinefs on 
my Mind,and Behaviour ? Hell is the Kingdom 
of Pride, and fliall I become a Subjcd of that 
Empire? Shall I make X,«c(^r my Tea«her?Or 
Shalt ihofe Spirks who watch my Ruin, be my 
Tutors ? Can I fee my God approach my Soul 
in an humble pofture, and kx)k In^b .<* Oin i 
fee the beft pf Beings lay by his Grandeur, to 
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Gonverfe with Creatures iofinitely belewhimand 
be loth to make my Fellow Chriftians^ that are of 
lower rank, my Companions ? Alas ! what is it 
that I boaft of ? What is it that pufB up my Mind ? 
Shall a Cloud, a Vapour, a drop of theBucket, a 
Graihopper, a Worm, grow into lofty conceits of 
his own Dignity ; A wretched Sinner, who huh 
deferved to be eternally miferable, and muft own 
it as a fingular charader of God's compaffion , 
that he hath not long ago affigned me my Portion 
io the Regions of Torment ? Can a few rich 
Cloths make me a better Man than my Neigh- 
bour ? Let Providence ftiip us both naked ; and 
will it not appear, that we have the fame Fleih 
and Blood about us ? Becaufe I have more Bags 
of Money in my Coffer than another; am I there 
fore a wifer Man than he ? What pitiful, childiih 
conceits are thefe ? I do but beg my Daily Bread 
of God, and fhall a Beggar exalt and forget him* 
felf ? And when I carry about me a Body fubje63: 
to a thoufand Difeafes and Difafters without num- 
ber^ a Fabrick, which the leafl: diforder can break 
and (hatter ; fliall ,fo weak, fo poor, fo inconfide* 
rable a thing, the Mockii^-ftock of every Wind 
and Weather diftend its Plumes, and fall in love 
with his own Beauty ? 

Were this but ferioufly confidered, and how in 
the Grave all diftindions die; how unfit that Per- 
fon is to be a Chriflian, that is a flranger to Meek- 
nefs and Humility ; how thofe that have domi* 
neerM in this World, and trampled upon Men,and 
have thought it their Intereft and Glory,to defpife 
their Ec^uals and Inferiors^ are now roaring in the 
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fHirnii^ Lake; how they that were Servants here- 
tofore/do now reign like Kings in Heaven, and 
thofe that domineerM over others heretofore, do 
wi(h now, that they were in thdr Servants con- 
dition, and how they would now be contented 
to be the pobreft, meaheft, and moft contemptible 
creatures in the World, provided that they might 
but be freed from that never-dying Worm that 
gnaws their Souls ? and how (hortly this Pride, 
and Haughtinefs, if not ferioufly and timely re- 
pented of, will end in Weeping, and gnaihing of 
Teeth. 

Were but thefe things rightly and ferioufly 
pondered, it would caufe a very ftrange alteration 
in the lofty cenforious Man's defign and . refolu- 
tions ; but while thefe Obfervables are pafTe^ by 
as things out of his Element , no marvel if he 
Idolizes himfelf, and, like a Hedge-hog, wraps 
himfelf up in his own foft Down, and turns his 
Prickles to all the World befides* 

Let the Soul thats carelefs of God's Service , 
and Lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, but try 
it, and refleft; Lord! and is this a Service fit 
for him, that is of purer Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity ! Is this (lovenly Devotion a fit prefent 
for him, who fearches the Hearts and the Reins! 
Should my Servants (erve me, as I do God, how 
ill (hould I refent it I And dare I offer the Blind 
and the Lame to God, which I would fcorn to 
accept of from my Slaves and VafTals ! I would 
have my Prayers heard,and anfwered,but how can 
I hope, they'l pafs for acceptable Sacrifices in 

Heavcn,when they want the Fire of the Sanfl: tuary 
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to give them Flame 1 Will God mind a Su^liok 
tion^ in which I do not mind his Greacnefs, Ma- 
|efly, and Holinefs? Or, Can I think^ God iis fo 
fond of anfwering; my Requeft^ that he matters 
not with what frame of Heart I approach his 
Throne? When the Primitive Chriftians, that cer- 
tainly knew beft what was to be done in order to 
Salvation, as having converfed with the Difclples, 
and Apoftles of our Lord, when they confecra- 
ted that time, when their Spirits were moft lively 
to pious Exercifes, and looked upon that Reli^on 
as dead, that had not Fervency for its Ingredient ; 
Shall 1 hope to come off at a cheaper rate ? Is the 
King ImmortaI,Invirible, Blef&d for evermore, to 
be put off with the chips and ihavings of Dtvo* 
tion ? Should not I give him the ci^eam and mar« 
row of my Endeavour, that . hath greater Power 
over me than my Matter, my Father, or my 
Prince ? So great a God, and fo mean a Sacri- 
fice ? So infinite a Majefty, afld fo pitiful a Pre- 
fent ? Can I refleft with what zeal and fervour 
he is adorned in the Manfions above, and can I 
put him off with Ice and ^oft below? He makes 
his Angels Spirits, and his Minifters fiamesofFire; 
Flames indeed, their Love, their Delight, their 
Obedience, burns bright and fteady for ever, and 
(hall I not learn of thofe Minifiers above, to wor- 
fliip him on Earth? C^n I have better Tutors? 
Who fo fit to be my Schoolmafters, as they that 
wait upon the Almighty day and night ? How 
deliberate, how circomfpe£t am I in my Addrefles 
to my Kiog, and is not God a greater Prince than 
he? What is my carded Devotion, but mocking 
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x>{ God; and my drowzy Prayer, what is it, but 
playing with him, at whofe wdknn the Moun- 
tains tremble? Am not I afraid oi Vengeance ; or 
can I chinkt God will fuffer a Wretch, that lives 
upon bis Mercy, and make no better return, go 
unpuniflied? How juftly may he deny me his 
Gi^ce and Afliftance, who do not fcek it more 
earncftly? Hovi^juMy tmy be tiy ^Depart from me J 
know thee M/,who am fo indifierent^wnether I enjoy 
the light of his countenance, or no ? How juftly 
may he refufe to be found by bim^who feeks him, 
as if his Favour defcrved no pains or trouble ? 
Stride, as it were for your Lives, to enter in at the 
flrait Gate, faith the Great Redeemer of Man ; 
and is this taking the Kingdom of Heaven by 
force, when I look upon it as a thing that may be 
had at any time, upon a Lor J have mercy upon me > 
Is this wreftling and ftriving, when I fufier any 
outward worldly concern, thd never fo flight 
and trivial, to take me of! from minding the 
great Concern of my Soul? Is this giving alt 
diligence to make my Calling and Eledion fure, 
when I am infinitely more concerned, how to 
fecure a fmall Sum of Money, than I am to fp- 
cure thofe Treafures which fade not away? 
My God is not weary of doing good to my 
Soul and Body, and mall I be weary of Obe- 
dience ? My Saviour was not weary of fuffer- 
ing for me, and (halllbe a weary of adoring 
him ? The Holy Angels are not weary of attend- 
ing me, and (hall I be weary of Love, and Self- 
denial ? Will God give a Reward to Men, that 
fland yawningc and flretcbing themfelve$ in Us 
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Vineyard, uorefolved whether they ftiall work, or 
no > A Reward indeed they fliall have, but fuch 
a Reward as Hypocrites receive, a Reward from 
which Good Lord deliver us. And am I fo fhipi- 
fied, that nothing of all this can move me, nei- 
ther the Glory of God, nor the Intcreft of my 
Soul, nor all that can be faid againfl: my want oi 
Zeal and fervency of Spirit? 

Ah ! I am to run for my Life, and (hall I make 
ftops by the way, or look about, or think that by 
ilow fleps I am like to fave my (elf from the 
wrath to come ? Death haftens, the Devils hades 
to make a Prey of me, and ihall not I make hafte 
to efcape their Talons? 

Were thefe Reafons laid home by ferious Con- 
fideration, they would rouze the Soul from her 
Slumber,and make her fee, how dangerous her Reft 
is, ^nd how dear that Sheep will cod her /he 
is for the prefcnt luU'd in, if it be not fuddenJy 
dtfpelled and fcattered j but want of Confidera- 
tion makes the carelefs Sinner fancy God a Being 
without Gall, one that hath no fenfe of Honour, 
and that ispleafed with his indifferency in Reli- 
gion, as well as himfelf : This is it makes him 
entertain very grofs, abfurd, and unreafonable 
Conceits, concerning that AH Wile, moft Excel- 
lent, and moft loving Being, defpife a Treafure of 
infinite Value, trample on the Pearl of Price, and 
vibrget what the hope of God's Calling is, and what 
the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance is in the 
Saints. 

He that miftrufts God's Providence , limits the 
Holy one <>ilfrael\ yet have I known fuch a Sin 
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btownaway, and turned into Horoick Confidence 
in God, by ferious Ratiocinations as thefe ; and 
am I indeed afraid of Want, and being deftitute 
of Neceflaries and Conveniencies which other 
Men enjoy ! Am I God's Creature, and can I think 
God will take no care of hb Creature / He that 
fed the young Ravens, will he deny me my daily 
bread ! He that gives all Creatures their Meat in 
due feafon, will ne forget me when he unlocks 
his univerfal Store-houfe! He that opens his 
Hand, and iatisfies the define of every living 
thing, will he Ihut me out of the Number of 
the Living ? He that cloatheth the Lillies of the 
Field, will not he much more cloath me ? Is God 
concerned for the meaneft of his Creatures, and 
will not be concerned for the nobleft Work of 
the Creation ? Do I fee, how the Birds of the Air 
do aU depend upon him, and the Sparrow that 
hath dined, and knows not where to get his Sup« 
per, yet chearfuUy waits upon God's Providence ; 
and fliall not I ? He that provides for Beads, and 
Fowls of the Air,and Fiih in the Sea,will heihake 
cff'his Care aiid Thoughts of me I How impoi^ 
lible is aH thts^ if I believe God to be the Great 
Prefcrver of Men ? Nay, he that hath provided 
for me hitherto, why (hould I miilruft he will not 
provide for me for the future ? Is his hand fhort- 
ned, or his flrength abated ? Is not he the fame 
God now, he was fome years ago ? Is bis Plenty 
decayed, or is God at a lofs, how to fuppty me 
for the time to cpme ? My unbelief, indeed, may 
make him hold his hand, and hinder him from 
doing any mighty work for me, but what can I 
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fear, if in the ufe of lawful means I tlufow my 
felf upon him? May be, I get not what I would 
have ; but if I g^t what he thinks fit for me, it is 
not much better ? How often have I been in 
flraits and exigencies, and God hath found out 
Some way or other to deliver me, and ihall I, by 
my unbelief, hinder him from ck>ing fuch another 
mighty work for me? If I truft him, I honour 
him,andihew forth his Glory ; andi?ofuch, God 
cannoe but ikew his Salvation. I do not want for 
the prefent, why ihould I bdieve I £ball want 
hereafrer, When I know not whether I fiiall Uvea 
day to an end? How careful is God of mine 
eafe, when he would not have me trouble mine 
bead with anxious Cares? What do I gp by my 

/immoderate carkings, but torment of Mind ? la 
it not much fweeter to reft upon GodV Godnds 
ai«j eig^^oy Content? I am never the nearer a fup^ 
p^^when I have affiidlcd and vexed my mind^ 
and why ihould I put my Spirits into an Agony 
for nothing ? Is this iniftruflfiil Caring and Carfc- 
ing^ a Chara^er t^ Heathens^ and ihall I Apo« 
^tt2se for Chriilianity, and turn Infidel ? Is this 
the temper of Men, that know not the true God, 
and /ball I di^raoe my Edigion,and nnitate theiv 
Unbelief? Had not I better rely upon God's 
Word, who hath faid, I will not leave thee^^ nor 
firjMet thee^^n makemy Life a Hell upon Earth ^ 
With all my Solicitous Thoughts, I caonot add 
om Cubtf to. my Stature, and fballl fpend £o 
much Labour. and Induftry in vain? What mull 
idntSpirit abwc. think, to fee nae tormeac my fell 
^ut thari cannot help, and to ife 9e roil SiQpbM 
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his Stone, which when I have brought to fuch a 
pitch, rolls down again, and renews my Pains, 
with my Grief and Sorrow! Howmuft thofein* 
corporeal Beings above pity fuch fruitlefs Labours I 
Of how many Men have I read, and heard, that 
have truftcd God in defpight of all Improbabili- 
ties, and God hath fuccoured and aflifted. them 
beyond expeftation : Elijaby i King. 1 7. 9* goes 
to Sar€pta^ meets with a Widow-woman gathering 
Sticks, in order to kindle a Fire, and to drefsthe 
laft bindful of Meal that was in the Barrel, and 
the few drops qf Oil that remained in the Bottle, 
all that the wretch had left to fupport the Life of 
I^er felfand Son, for it was a timeof Fanune,and 
it was in a mannee a Funeral Dinner too, for flie 
insende^ to make this, her laft Meal, and fo to ex- 
pire and give up the Ghoft. Here was little to 
Ipare, one would think, for a Traveller, efpecially 
if that had been her Maxim, which is fi> ufual 
with us, that Charity begins at heme ; fhe knew not 
the Prophet, whether he wouU do Miracles, or 
no. In this great ei:igency, and ftrait, the Man 
of God bid her diefs the Flower and Oil fhe had 
left for him, and afterwards take care for her felf 
and Son. A ilrange Requeft! it's true, he tells 
her that the God of Ifrael had faid, That the 
Barrel of Meal fhall not walle : But thefe were 
Words, and what are they to a HHogry Stomach, 
and croaking Bowels, to give that little All away 
to a ftranger, and ilarve her ielf and Son, upon 
cold Pfophefit? 

Yet, beboldlierFakhthrowsopenallthe Fk)od» 
gates of ImpoflMky ; flie believes , «td truf^ 
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againft Senfe^ eiren to a Contradidion, goesslndl 
gives that little fhe hath left to a ftraoger, and, 
by that Faith, forces, as it were, Heavea into a 
Miracle ; for fhe had no foooer drefied the re- 
mainder for the Prophet, but the Barrelis filled 
again by Angels, and fo it contbued till the 
Lord fent Rain upon the Earth. Wiry ifaouki not 
I do as they have done, and put it to the trial ? 
Sure I am, I can Idfe nothing by it. I will 
therefore be induftrious in my lawful Calling, 
and lave the Snccefs to God ; I will uie thofe ho* 
neft means to live, which the Scripture warrants, 
and commit my felf to him, whofe Eyes are 
over all his> Works. If he pkafe to blefs me, 
I'll praife him ; if not, I'll admire Ins Soveraign- 
ty and Greatnefs, who is not bound to give me 
any thing : And left my Sins ihould feparate be* 
tween his Kindnefs and my Neceifities, and turn 
away his Face firom me, becaufe I anfwer not 
the end he made me for, as all other Creatures 
do, that fhare in his Protedion, and Provi* 
dential Care, I Will watch againft thofe Corrup- 
tions which do fo eafily befet ide, and ftrive ta 
glorifie God in my Soul and Body ; and then, 
the kindeft Difpenfations of his Providence will 
be mine, and adl things will work together for 
my good. 

Such . Thoughts would drive out the Evil 
Spirit of Miftruftfulnefs. But while the Ene-^ 
my meets with no oppofition, no wonder if 
he fecurely revels in the Soul, makes Man a 
Burthen to himfelf, prompts him fometimes even 
to unlawful Courfes , and doth not let him 
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feft till he defperately refolves with him in the 
Poet: 

FleSiere finequeofupcrosi Acheronta moveho. 

JfHeavH he Aeify an J wiS na Pity . Jhew, 
rUtry what Hell and the Hack Heft wiQdo, 

^ Had the Ck)vetous but a Heart to think with' 
himfeify Vain^Fooliih Man, how loth am I to con<^ 
fefs my ielf guilty of this Vice / How do I deceive 
myfelfwith the fair Names of good Husbandry 
and Frugality/ But will thefe Delufions ftandthe 
Fire ? Will thefe Paper Walls be proof againft 
everlafting Burnings ? If there be fuch a Sin asi 
Covetoumefs, and that Sin fo odious to God and 
his Holy Angels, as Chrift and his Apodles make 
it and fo great an Impediment to everlafting 
Happinefs as the Scripture reprefents it , mufl: 
iieeids be worth knowinjg, whether I am infeded 
with this plagtte, efpeclally fince my Behaviout 
and Adions look as if I were. Why fhould the 
Apoftle call this Sin Idolatry ,but becaufe it makes 
Mcnpfet their Afieftions on this World, more 
than upon diat which is to come ; and more on 
their Riches, Eftates, or Incomes, than upon God,, 
and everlafting Glory, whereby God is robbed of 
his Honour, and tbit high Efteem and Love ,' 
which is Gods due as he is God, is given to the 
Creature, which in God^s fight is lighter than; 
Nothing and Vanity? And is not this my Gafe? 
How is my Soul fixed vpon this World? How 
ek>fe doth my Heart ftjck to the Profits and Ad- 
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' vantages it aflfbrds > How is my Soql bound ttp 
with my Corn, and Wine, and Oil > How do I 
fancy that all my happinefs is gone, when thefe 
outward Comforts are gone ! Did etrer Sir grieve 
me a quarter fo much as a Temporal Lofs? Did 
offending a Gracious God ever coft me the tenth 
Part of the Tears I Ihed, for being deprived of a 
Kttle (hining Clay ? How hearty is my Joy un- 
der the Bleffings of God's left hand ? How little 
am I affcf^ed with the Blellings of his right f 
How far greater fatisfadion doth my thriving in 
the World give me, than my thriving in Grace 
and in the Knowledge of the Lx)rd fe/us Chrifi ? 
How loth am I to honour God with my Sub- 
fiance ? How unwilling) how grudgingly, do I 
part with any thing confiderable for Charitable 
Ufes? I find fault with this Sin in another, and 
ihall not I reprehend it in my (elf? I complain of 
my Neighbour for being hard-hearted,and unkind 
t<> People in diftrefs > And is that a Virtue in me, 
which is Vice in another? Diotrjifius the Tyrant 
wondred at his Son; that with all the Gold and 
Silver he had in his Houfe, he had made no Man 
his Friend} And may not I juftly wonder at my 
felf, who, as long as I have lived, have not made 
my ^{Friend ej the Mammon of unrighteoufnefsj&xit 
at. my Death, I may be received into everlafiing 
Habitations ? How loth am I to part with any 
of this World's Goods for God's Service ? How 
happy do I count my felf, when Religion dotb 
coft mq nothing ? How loth am I to be at the 
Icaft charges fw Heaven ? How doth it grieve 
me, when I fpcnd any thing upon Religion I How 
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do I dote upcm thefe fublunary Vanities ? How 
hr greater Pains do I take to be rich, than to be 
happy for ever ! How can I defpenfe with a Sin for 
Profits fakel How little of my Deiires and Breath- 
ings bath God, and a bleeding Saviour! How dull 
am I under the moft lively Defcriptions of the 
Jc^s of Heaven/ How dull under the (lupendious 
omrs of Grace and Mercy / How dead under the 
joyful mefliige of Pardon/ How dull, when 
tempted by all the ravilhing Arguments of God's 
Love, to love him above all / What means my 
unwilfingnefs to take God for my greateft Por- 
tion?? What means that Qukkneis, Sagacity, and 
Wiidom, when my Riches, Plenty^ or worldly 
Profperi^ is cone erned,and that ftraage Dumpifh- 
nefs, when God courts, and befeeches mv Soul to 
lay hold on Eternal life ? Are not thele evident 
Signs, that the World draws an4r^ttrads aofak 
Heart moft powerfully ? God fecj; m)r Heartlr^ 
not upright with hin ? he fees, I am afraid to take^'^ 
up with him alone ; he fees, how Covetoufhefe 
hath po(Iefled,my Soul ; and cad I cherifh this Root 
of all Evil in my Breaft,and not tremble at the . 
danger my Soul is in ? Am I by the ApofUes ver- 
dift, an Idolater, and do I make light of fo great 
ft Guilt ? If no Idolater, mufl: exped a Grown of 
Glory, Alas/ what can I look for, but Eternal 
Darknefs ? Could Jriftippus throw his Gold into 
the S(», and fay. It's better I ihould drown 
thee; dian that thou ihould*ft undo me ; And 
ihatt I be a Slave to my Wealth ? When I read 
that it*s eafier for a Camel to enter thorow the 
Eye 6f ft Needle, than for a rich Man who lets 
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bis Heart on his Riches, to enter into Heaven ; 
Am not I frighted with the Exprelfion ? I £nd 
how this Sin deprives me oft Holy Communioa 
with God, andfhalll iofe my greateft comfort and 
fupport and fatisfaftion for it ? How doth the 
Gold become dim ! How is the moft fine Gold 
changed through this peftilential Breath ! The 
Life and Senfe I once had of Spiritual 0]ysStSy 
decays and dwindles away in me, and an intitnd- 
jnefs in Holy things fucceeds ; my reliih of them 
Peri{hes, and they oecome to me as a carious dilh 
to a Perfon of a corrupted Stpmach ; I naufeate 
tbe very Dainties of n»y Heavenly Father .* This 
Sin is enough to damp and kill aU the good feed 
God fows in me ; if any Man love the World, 
the love of^the Father is not in him , and can I 
be contented without the love of God ? If God 
be^not my Friend, What doth the friendihip of 
the whole World fignifie, when my Soul muft 
leave this Tabernack^and appear before God's Bar? 
O God, I /hall have fo many Witnefles againft me, 
that I fliall not know what to fay^ or whither to 
betake my felf for refuge ; .the poor will accufe 
me, becaufe I have not opened my hand and heart 
to them;. my own Confcieace will accufe me, 
becaufe I h ave not been a good Steward of the 
means Gad gave me; the Miniflers of God will 
accufe me, becaufe whatever was laid out upon 
my Pride and Luft, was thought too little; and 
the leaft kindnefs I fliewed tothoie that wait at 
God's Altar, too much : the Devils will aocufe 
, me, bccufe having a Soul fo great, fo noble, fo 
.precious, I did employ it ct^efly in fcrapiag • 



little drofs and dung together; nay, the Lord Je^ 
fus will accufe me, becaufe his Example of Con- 
tentedie^, and Heavenly-mindednefi, would not 
allure me into Imitation ; God will accufe me , 
becaufe having furniihed me with all the Motives 
and Encouragements imaginable, to mind Heaven 
more than Earthy I preferred this Earth before all 
the Joys of Heaven ; and how fhail I bear up 
under all this weight? 

Would the poor deluding Worldling but let 
fuch Thoughts nnk into his Heart, what a damp 
would it ftrike on his ftrong Defircs after the 
World; and how would it make his immoderate 
Love to thefe fublunary Riches, break into Long* 
ings after a nobler Inheritance ? But negledhng 
this, he, Serpent-like, feeds on dull, and prepares 
for anxiety, difcontent, and vexation of fpirit 
and for a miferable death : Like a Hog lies root- 
ing in the Earth, and buries his Soul in a Chefi; 
of Money ; defpifes all Admonitions to Chatity 
and, like the Smith's Dog, can hear the hammer- 
ing and beating of his Mafter, and endure the 
Sparks flying about his Ears without being ftirrj 
or concerned at it. 

Hypocrifie is a Sin, which the painted Chri^ 
ftian does not eafily part withal, yet would ;hie[ 
refleft , like a Perton that hates to few Pillow^ 
under his own Elbows : Can I read Chrifl's dif- 
courfes againft the Pharifees and not ask m^^ 
own Hearty Whether the Pharifees Temper be aa 
emblem of my Complexion ? Can I remember; 
that odious Name in the Gofpel, and not t^fkOt 
on thelPlagues that are threatned them? And 
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do I know tbefe Plagues, and do they dart no 
fear^ no terror into my Soul? I am loth to believe 
I am fo baid a Man ; but what if God, and the 
X}rcat Day, (hould find me fo > Have I no Self- 
end in my Religious Duty ? What is it put me 
manv times upon doing good, applaufe from Men, 
or tne Love of God ? Dp not I pretend God's 
Glory fometimes, when I aim at Mothing but mine 
own ? Do not I draw nigh to God with my Lips, 
when in my Heart and Converfation I deny him? 
Do not ]y by pretending to pleafe God, neglect 
my Duty to my Neighbour? And while I am hot 
for Devotion, hate my Brother in my Heart ? lam 
loth to negleft my Prayer, but am I as loth to 
negle£l: relieving fuch a Believer that groans in 
Prifon, or Poverty ? Am not 1 more Icvere in 
preffing the lefler Concerns of Religion, than I 
am in urging the greater ? Do not I commend 
that in a rich or great Man,which I can reprehrnd 
in my inferiors, or meaner Perfons? Do not I 
reqairc thofe Duties of other Men, which my 
felr am loth to praftife ? Do not I applaud iny 
felf for my own Sanduary, while I defpife others, 
whom I fancy not fo holy a$ I am ? Am not I 
tnore curious to know other Mens Conditions^ 
than mine own ? Am not I more zealous in pub- 
lick, than I am in private ? Am not I Religious 
for filthy Lucre's fake ? Do not I make a gain of 
Qodlinefs, and ufe Religion as a Cloak to cover 
mv. fecret Sins ? Do not I make Devotion a Scaf- 
fold to ere£b my own Credit and Profit by? What 
is Hypocrifie, if this be not? Tho I can hide it 
from the fight of Men, can I conceal it from him, 
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who knows my down-fitting, and my up-rififng, 
and underftands my thoughts afar oj9:? Can re* 
member the Fate of Juaas^ and not think ^f a 
ferious Repentance ? Can I hear the Son of God 
call fo often, JVoe^ woe to the f/ypocrites^d hug the 
Sin in my Bofom ? Shall I harbour a Sn^ike there, 
which will fting me into endlefs gnawings of 
Confcience ? How (bortly will all thefe Delufions 
be difcovered ? Before I am a few days older^God 
may fummon me, and lay open all my deceits and 
juggles in Religion* Thus others have been fer- 
yed j Why (hould I think to efcape ? And thd 
the Day of Judgment is not come» yet there are 
Angels, there are Righteous Souls, before whom 
the Impoftures may be laid open, and difco- 
vered to my ihame, and forrow, and aftoniihment, 
as foon as my Soul leaves my Body fenfelefs. Do 
I think to blind the Eyes of him, in whofe Book 
all my Members arefet down? Is the Portion of 
Hypocrites no difcouragement ? What Promife in 
the Gofpel can I lay h(Dld of, durbg this condi- 
tion ? They all run to the upright in Heart, and 
muft I go without thefe Cordials ? Mud I fee 
others run away with thefe Treafures,while my felf 
can exped: nothing but God's Curfe and Anger ? 
Muft I fee others go to poHeis the Promifed 
Land, while I muft ftay behind in a Wildernefs ? 
Muft I fee others gather Mannay and feed up» 
on the rich Gufters of Canaan^ while my own 
Soul muft periih for want of that Bread of Life i 
Lordy who /hall atiJc in thy tcAernacle i Who 
fhall dwell in tbj holy Hill > We that walks upright* 
(y^and works riffteoufnefs^ndfpeak$to the truth in his 
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heart. And muft I have no feat in yonder Man- 
fions * No houfc in that Jerufalm, which is abov^ 
No habitation in this City, whither the Trihes g> 
up, the Triies of the LorJ^ unto the tefittimy of Jf' 
.fael, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord} my 
Soul, behold thy Salvation comes, his reward is 
with him, and his work before him. Arife, ftune, 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is rifen upon thee. Away, and hate this garment 
fpotted by the flefti ; thefe are not the Spots of 
<5od's Children ; thefe are not the Charafters 
of God's Favourites : Spots they are, but of 
Leopards, marks of Wolves that come in Shcq» 
CIoathing« figns of Sepulchres, which indeed ap* 
pear beautiful outward, but are within full d 
Dead Mens bones, and full of Uncleannefs. 

Such ferious thoughts would check Hypocri- 
fie ; but the vain Man hardens his heart againft 
them, locks them out, will ^ve them no enter- 
tammcnt, and that makes him ferve God to pleafe 
the Deyil, and turn Religion into a meer fhew 
and formality, burn in Words,and freei^ein Deeds j 
and like that Son in the Gofpel, fay, Ig^ Sir, bat 
lie goes not. 

From the PremiiTes, we may cafily guefe what 
to think of other Sins, viz. That the great caufc 
qf them, is wantof Confideration; and therefore 
the Holy Ghoft likens Men that live in any ^^f 
or indulge themfelves in any Tranlgrcflion, t® * 
Horfe that rufties into the 6attel,and confiders not 
what he doth ; ventures among Swords atid Ar- 
rows, and the greateft Dangers, without recol- 
lecting vflm yirm be the iflijc of it. Jet. 8. 6. 
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Confideration is the Bridle that muft govern onr 
Senfe and Appetite ; take that away, and the 
BcaA runs awav with the Rider, and battens him 
into a thoulana inconveniendes. 
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CHAP. VL 

Of the various Advantages offerious C^nfiJeraticn ; 
tfs thaty tvbicb makes a Man Mafter of all ChrU 
fitan Duties I it helps a Man to improve SuHu- 
nary Ohjeils into Heavenly Contemplations. lis 
the greateft Support under AffliHions ; difpofes a 
a Man to he a Worthy Receiver of the Lord^s 
Supper J prepares him for an Angelical Life on 
Earth ; makes him prudent and dijcreet in Secu* 
lar Affair Sy and Bujinefs. 

TH6 in the preceeding Chapters we have al- 
ready, in a great meafure difcovered^wbat 
Men may hope for from Confideration, and of 
what ufe it is to a truly ferious and Chriflian 
Life ; yet we mud: not leave fo rich a Subje6l 
thus, without giving an account of fome other 
pofitive Advantages, which do render it very de- 
iirable to a rational Man* And, 

Lit hath moft certainly a very great influence 
upon all Chriflian Duties ; the Celeflial Lumina- 
ries have not a greater influence upon the Bo- 
dies of Men, and Beafls, and Plants, than Confi- 
deration hath upon thefe Spiritual Endowments ; 
whatever Qualification Chrifl or his Apbflles re- 

quire 
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fcqaire or recommend, it's by Gonfideration of the 
Excellency and Dignity of that Duty, that Men 
muft exped to arrive to it. 
The Firft and Great Commandment is, nau 

fhalt love thy God with all thy heart , and with 
all thy fouly and with aU thy mind. But he ihall ne- 
ver be Mafter of this Duty, that doth not fre- 
quently and ferioufly conuder the immenfe and 
ftupendious Love of God to him ; and indeed , 
then I may hope to be acquainted with a fmccre 
and cordial Love to God, when I give leave to 
fuch Confiderations as thefe, to impregnate my 
Underftanding. O my God/ Can I think of U) 
great^ fo holy, fo infinite, fo merciful, fo munificent 
a Being, and forbear to be enamoured with thee ? 
Thy Greatnels over^awes, thy Holineis direAs , 
thy Infinity fupports, thy Mercy charms, thy Mu- 
^ficence invites thy poor unworthy Creatures : 
Whence are all my Mercies, but from thee ? Thou 
art the Spring, the Fountain of them all. What- 
ever Bleflings are conveyed to me by the hands of 
Second Caufes, they come originally from thee, 
and thou moveft and ordered: thofe Second Cau- 
fes, to come in to my Aflfiflance. By thee have 
I been upheld ever fince I was born ; when I lay 
in the fhades of^ Nothing, thou didft awake me 
into a Being, gaveft me a Rational Soul, a Sbul 
capable of admiring, adoring, and worihipping 
Thee, and ever fince thy Mercies have followed 
nae ; and thou haft been a Pillar of a Cloud 
unto me by day, and a Pillar of Fire by night ; 
what Parts, Gifts or AbUities I have, they arc 
tbyeift$ and Charafters of thy Compaflion; 

Thou 



Then ordereft my Steps, thou art about my Bed, 
and about my Paths^ and doft preferve me in all 
my ways ; many a time (hould I have ftumbled, 
and £wen, and periihed irrecoverably, but that 
thou haft ftipported me, and given charge to thy 
Holy Angels to be m^ Guardians. I had been 
A barren Wilderne^;, if thou hadft not rained 
ihowers of Grace upon me, and made me fruit- 
ful. I had brought forth nothing but Death, if 
^ou hadft not fluned upon mc. I had continued 
lying in the Mire, if thou hadft not pulled me out ; 
•nd muft have remained in the horrible Pit for 
ever, if thou hadft not fet my Feet upon a Rock. 
I had continued blind, if thou hadft not opened 
mine Eyes; deaf to thy Admonitions, if thou 
hadft iK^ unlocked mine Ears. I could never 
have rifen, if thou hadft not lent me thy help- 
ing Hand. I muft have funk, if thou hadft not 
fupported me; and perifhed, if thou hadft not 
guided and direded me. I had committed great- 
er Sins, if thy reftraining Power had not kept 
me ; and what could have hindred me from ruur 
ning with others into f excefs of Riot, if thou 
hadft not removed the Snares, which were laid 
for me, to catch me in Ruin. It is thy doings 
that I have not done fo ; that I have abftained 
^om thefe Evils, thy Aftiftance is the caufe ; and 
that I have believed thee, I am beholding to thy 
Mercy. O my God ! How often have I deferved 
thine Anger ? And yet in the midft of thy 
Wrath, thou thinkeft upon Mercy. What Judg* 
inents mighteft not thou have inAi&ed on me 
for my wuful Sins? Btic thou haft fent none as 
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yet, tnd all to magnifie thy Mercy, Every 
morning thy Mwcies are renewed upon me, and 
with the Natural, there rifes upon me the Sun of 
Rightcoufnefs, with healing under his Wings. 
Thou profpereft my Endeavours, giveft fucccis 
to all my lawful Undertakings, thou preferveft 
me from thofe Difafters which befall other Men. 
How wifely doft thou order my Aldairs ? How 
often doft thou bring Light out of Darkneis, and 
turncft my Affliction into the greateft Joy ? How 
wonderful are thy Providences to me and mine ? 
How often have I feared fuch an accident would 
be my ruine, and God hath turned it into the 
greateft good ? How wifely haft thou many times 
denied me temporal Mercies, becaufe thou hadft 
a mind to enrich me with fpiritnal Bteffings in 
Heavenly Places f What Friends, what Benefa- 
€tors haft thou raifed me ? How miraculoufly 
haft thou turned the hearts pf Men fometimes 
into Mercy and Compadion for my good ? How 
often haft thou heard my Prayer, and granted 
me the requeft of my Lips ? When I have been 
in the greateft ftraits, how thou haft ihewn 
me a way to efcape ? How ftrangely haft thou 
wheeled things about for my deliverance ? How 
haft thou allured me by the various tokens 
of thy Love, to love thee better than the 
World ? How great hath been thy care of my 
temporal concerns, but how far greater thy care 
of the concerns of my Soul? How ftrong have 
been the conviftions ' thou haft vouchfafed me ? 
How great the light thou haft imparted to me ? 
How brijght that knowledge thou haft revealed 
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to me ^ Mow numerous the che^ of my own 
Coofcienoe which thou haft fent me ? How fire- 
queat the motions of thy Spirit thou haft fhcd 
mto my Soul ? How often haft ■ thou reafoned 
the cafe, and expoftiilated with me, and, as the 
Angel did to Balaam , flood in a narrow way, 
where there was no turning, neither to the riehty 
nor to the left ; and all, becaufe thou would'ft 
not have me ftand out an]r long^ agasnft thy 
moft gntcious ofiers of Salvation ? How hafirthou 
adjured me by the Bowels of Jefus, by the 
Wounds and Agonies of the Son of God, to 
die unto Sin, and to live unto Righteouftieis ? 
Ho\v ft range hath been thy condefeenfion, and 
doth not all tb)s deferve my Love? Is not here 
enough to warm my Afledions towards thee ; 
Falfe, ftubborn heart! What canft thou plead 
for thy averfnefs from God, after fuch a profpeft 
of his Favours ^ Notwithftanding my long con- 
tempt of thefe loving kindneftes of the Lord, I 
am yet alive, aqd on this fide Hell/ How may 
i ftand amazed at this prodigious long-fufTering 
of my God ! Had any Man fhewn me but the 
ten thoufandth part of that love, which God hath 
m^nifefted to me, how ihould I love him ! ■ How 
ihould I adore his fiamc. ! How ihould I ftudy to 
plea(e him / What pains ihould I take to mani- 
feft my gratitude/ How . ihould I revere bis 
Memory / How ihould I fpeak of his Favours / 
How mould I praife his Munificence/ How 
ihould I emply my Rhetorick, and ran&dc mf 
poetry, ftudy Eloquence, fpeak by my Eyes, ray 
pefture, my Gefturei, t9 inakeh^ undecftand 
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my ASeGtiiM ! Can Man's kindnefles be fb prev'a- 
lent, and ihiall not the goodne& of God fire my 
Soul into a Praftical Love to his Name ? Gaii I 
do leis than love him, to whom I owe all I have ? 
To love him is my happinefs, my intereft, my 
greateft felicity ; O my God ! Shall I love a little 
uiining Clay, a little daft, a little earth, and not 
love thee, who art worth niore than ten thou&nd 
Worlds > Shall I love Father fand Mother, and 
not love th^, who haft been better to me than 
my Parents, and when my Father and Mother 
have forfaken me, haft taken me up, and with 
everlafting kindneis viftted me ? Shall I love my 
Friend, and fliall I not love thee, my Joy, my 
Treafure, my Hiding. place? But how can I love 
thee, except I keep thy Commandments ? How can 
I be thy Friend, except I do whatfoever thou coni- 
mandeft me ? Shall I love thee in Words only, 
who haft loved me in Deeds f Shall I flatter 
thee with my Lips, and hate thee in my Heart i 
Shall I QjuJas-like) kifs thee, and betray thee? 
Love thee, and love my Sins, which are thy 
greateft Enemies ? Did I but love thee as I do 
a dear Friend, how eaiie would all thy Precepts 
feem ? How little reafon ihould I have to com* 
plain of the tedioufnefi of thy Yoak ? What 
great, what noble, what generous AdHons would 
thy Love put mt upon? Should I pretend to 
love my Prince, and affront his Law, how foon 
would my Love be accufed of a Lie ? How can 
I be. laid to love thee, while I hate to conform 
my felf to thy Will and Pleafure ? How vain 
wUl my Love appear in the Laft Day, if it hath 
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faten t firanger to Obedience here ? The Angels 
love chee» and they have no other way to de> 
monftrate their Love, bat by running at tinr 
Commands. Thy holy Fire bums in their br^^ 
and makes them fly to execute thy Orders. Do 
I hope to be like unto the Angels of God here- 
after, and (ball not I take Pattern by their Obe- 
diential Love, while I fojourn here ? O my God / 
thou art the proper Objed of my Love ; I rob 
thee of thy Honour, and commit Sacrilege, d 
I love any thing here below better than thee. I 
am married to thee^ and I muft love nothing a- 
bove thee. fVhen no eye pitied me to have campt^^ 
film upon nie,whenlwai cafi into the open field to the 
hatbing of wy per fan ; thou didft pafs iy me, and 
favoefi me polluted with ny Blood, andjaidefi unto me 
when I was in nry Blood, live ; thou didfl cas^e me 
to multiply as the hud of the field, and when it was 
the time of Love, thou didft fpread thy skirt over me 
and cover edft my nakednefs, and fwareft unto me, and 
enteredft into a Covenant with me, and I became 
thine; Ezek. 16. ^,6,7, 8. ^And, ihall my 
Sod be married to fo great a Prince, and play 
the Harlot ? O my Lord ! haft thou united me 
fo clofe unto thee, and fliall I defile my fclf, 
by letting my Ijovc on Trifles? It batn goo^ 
aftray too long, it hath wandred up and down, 
and found no reft; and ihall it k>fe it felf for 
ever, and, like a Mole, run blindly from one 
Bury to another? What Man, what DevScaa 
hurt me, while I love thee, without whc^ Com* 
mand no Creature dares ilir, or move * What 

fliould difcourage lOA bota loving thee, wheft 
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I have all the Proniifes pf the Bible to profflj^ 
me to it ? If I lofe any thing in this World by 
loving thee, hafl; not thou Treafures enough to 
reoompence my Itofles? if Men defpife me for 
loving thee, haft not thou Honour and Glory 
enoi^h to crown me withal ? If I do not thrive 
in outward Riches, by lovii^thee, haft not thou, 
who art rich in Mercer, a Pearl of price to beftow 
upon me, when this Life is ended ? 1*11 truft thee, O 
my God, and when my Lufts invite me to ad like 
a Beaft* I*U obey thee, and ftrive to be perfed^, as 
thou art parfedl : When Men intice me to fin, FU 
hearken to thee, and venture the difgraceor injury 
tiiey can inflift upon me ; when the World tempts 
me to be carelefe of my Salvation, Til follow the^ 
and work out my Salvation with fear, and with 
trembling. Thus I'll manlfeft to the World, that 
thou art dearer to me, than all that's great,or rich, 
or glorious in the World. O that I were drunk 
with Love ! O that all my faculties were filled with 
love I Othat I could love thee, till I fiiintedaway 
for love / p that my Mind were fo intent upon 
thee, that Icouldrelifli nothing but thy Love/ 
O that my Sopl did overflow with Love / O 
that this Stream might rifeabove its Banks / O that 
it might know, nb Bounds/ O that I were fo 
fwallowed up of Divine Love, that Icoiiid not 
tell, whether I were in the Body, or out of the 
Body/ O that die Contemplation of God's Love 
were fo fweetto ;ne, that ali other Ob|e£ts might 
be Gall' and Bitternefi to me/ O that I were 
able to go out of my felf into the vaft Light d 
the Love of God / O that I Ittd more of this 
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rich Wine? Q that the King would lead meinv 
to his fViM Cellar ! O that my Soul did thirft 
more after him / O that this dew of Heaven 
might fall on my fleece day and night / O thai^ 
the love of God might totally conquer me I O 
that every thought of mine might breath nothing 
but love ! O that it were my meat and drink to 
love thee / This is perfedt Angels food. Meats 
for the heUy^ and the heUy for Meats^ Godjhalt dejlrcy 
hoth it and them^ hut this food lafisfor ever. 

Delight in God^ is a Duty as nece(&ry as the 
former^ but how is it poffible I ever lliould arrive 
to it, without I fummon my Soul, by Confide- 
ration, to take a view of the Glory and Beauty, 
which fparkles in that amiable Being ; I (hall quick- 
ly feel my heart in another temper, than drdina- 
rily I do if I befpeak it in fuch language as this,' 
Delight in God! O my Soul , canft thou name that 
charmirig Name of God, and feel no joy, no glad*^ 
nels in thy Affeftions? Is God fo dull an objed 
that it cannot flir, or rouze thee from thy Lethar- 
gy ?Where dofl thou fee a more lovely Being ? 
Survey the World, Where is there fo ravilhing 
anobjefl:? Can there be a lovelier Being, than 
he, from whom whatever is beautiful in Men 
or Angels, flows ? How beautiful muft he be, to 
whom all thefe inferior Beauties owe their Being.' 
If the Streams be fo lovely, What mud the Water 
in the Fountain be? Alas! What is the Sun,^ 
but a Dark Lanthorn, in comparifon of God/ 
What is all the Light our Eyes behold, but a^ 
rulh-Candle to him that b the Father of Lights ?[ 
Trdy the light is fweet^ and a flea[4nt thing it is\ 
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for the Eyes to heboid the Suhj EccL ii. 7. Indeed^ 
whatever is rich, and to be adoiired in Obj^ds, 
would fisnifie nothing to us without Light $ and^ 
if created light be fo delightful^ O God, Haw 
amiable muff thou be» who. dwelled in a light in- 
flcceflible ! If the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, d£- 
ferve my delight, how more juftly may the 
Great Creator of all thefc chaHengc it, whofc 
Glory doth * infinite!;^ traofesnd ail the little 
twinklings and radiations, which fhine in fi^- 
lunary Objefts! O my God, were thy Beauty 
viewed, as it Ihines in the works of Creation, as 
it fparkles in the wife, ordering and management 
of the Wocld, as it blazes in the Redemption of 
Mankind, as it g^iQersinRegjeneration of the Soul, 
as it dazles the Eye in the glorification of aiSin- 
ner, how lovely wouldft Ihou ap|)ear ! And fince 
neither thy Beings nor thy Works arain vain,fince 
what thou art, and what thou do0:, mud: needs^ 
be for feme certain end; WhajC can I concludegi 
but that thou difcovereft fo much Beauty, aod 
Splendor, and Glory to poor Mortals, becaufe w^ 
Ihould rejoice and delight m thee, and be raidi^^d 
with thee ? O my Soul, without thta delight ia 
God, thou canft never be happy j Goi is the ade- 
quate Objeft, and thy Qem,^^ and he alone, caa 
give thee reffi andexcept He fiUs.andfatisfieth thy 
powers, they'll be. forced like NmUs Dove, to 
flutter and fly up and down,, wander in a Do- 
f^^rt^. and lofe thjemfelves in a barren Wildcrnefe. 
X^ou .rejoiceft in a Father, in a Mother, i^ a 
tjitn^.^ but God is more than a .Father^ mpre* 
thaa.a Mother, more than a Friendto thee. He, 
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doth more for thee. He loves thee better than 
amy of thefe can do. Thou rejoiceft in a curious 
LancMcip, in the delicate (itoation of a Houfe^ in 
a tovely Arbour, in a fwect, and gentle River, but 
haft not thou greater reafon to rejoice in him, who 
hath made all thefe > When thou delighteft in 
God, tbouf art at reft, and thy Reft declares thy 
faappinefs. How canft thou hope thy Religioui 
exercifes will be accepted in Heaven, while thou 
knoWeftflDt what this holy delight doth mean? 
The Heathens guefs'd at the acceptance of their 
Sacrifices^ by the chterftil burning of the Fire 
upoii the Altar ; The greater thy ^ delight is in 
God, the ftronger Argument thou haft, that thy 
Devotion meets with applaufe and approbation in 
Heaven. Variety is ftraflgely delightful to thee 
here On Earth, and Why then hath God fo little 0/ 
thy delight? Tho^ God be but One, yet in that 
On6 God ard fo many pleafant Objefts^that wert 
thou to live here a thouTartd years, in this One 
6tod f hou might'ft every day meet With frefh ob- 
jiefts of dfelight ; With this 6od thou art to be ra- 
viihed td alf Eternity, and then fure there is va- 
riety enough in him to revive arid recreate thee 
for a few years in this priefent World- Survey 
allhisbl^flSd Attributes, his Holinefs, hisOmni- 
prefence, his Onifcicncc, his Immutability, hi^ 
Immen^tv, his Wifdora and Eternity; Survey 
his Gobdfieis to Mankind , his Perfeft-ion, his 
All-fbfficiency, his^ willmgnefs to advance Man 
to the enjoyrftent of that Glory, which the blef- 
fed Angels do poflefs j Survey his Revelations, 
his Marttfeflations of himfelf, to this dark igno- 
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rant World ; his Statutes, and Judgments, and 
Laws, and the Reafpnablenefs^and Eqiuty of theoi 
all ; Survey his various Difpenfations under the Old 
and new Tcftament, his Methods of converting 
Men, and the various degrees whereby he hach 
proceeded in the reformation of the wretched Pro^ 
geny oiAdam; furvcy his wonderful love in Cibr//? 
Jejusy and his pity and compaflSon to Rebels, ta 
Traitors, to his greateft Enemies ; Survey the be- 
nefits and advantages, which arife from Chrifi's^ 
Paflion, Refurreftion, Afcenfion, Interceffion; 
Survey his Promifes, and Threatnings, his Mercy 
to the Penitent, his Juftice to the unbelieving Sin- 
ner; Survey his Mercies,both publick and private, 
both Spiritual and Temporal, and his varions 
Favours to all Mankind, to thy fellow Chriftians, 
to thy Relations, and thy Self; Survey the Pri- 
viledges he allows to thofe that fear hln^ Piivi- 
ledges which are the torments of Devils, to fee 
what Man may come to, and themfelves. muft 
remain for ever deprived of j Survey the Preroga- 
tives of thefe men, how he gives them leave to 
call upon hira,anfwers them when they call, per* 
mits them to call themfelves his Children, his 
Darlings his Favourites, his. Jewels, his .Friends,, 
and the Apple of his Eye; Survey the Glory 
which God receives from all his Creatures, in that 
all confpire to fulfil his Will; Survey the Joy, the 
Glory, the Happinefs, the Triumphs, the Songs^ 
the Gallelujah's, which he hath defigned for his 
Servants, whereof they have a taft here, and 
which e'er long they Ihall enter upon, to their 
Eternal content and fatisfaaion. O my Soul Wfaa 
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can cxprefs all the pleafing Objefts, which are ia 
this Glorious God thou dofl adore ? 

Vaft Ocean of Delight ! How can my Soul 
be weary of delighting in thee ? where every ob- 
jeft is of a multiplying nature, and the farther I 
go, the more charms I meet withal ,• every Beam, 
eVery Ray, that darts from thy Throae, every 
work of thy Power (and Oh how infinite is the 
number of them !) adminifters delight. And fure 
he deferves to be ftarved, that may come to thofe 
Waters of Life, and is invited to participate of 
this Milk and Honey, and to delight his Soul in 
fatncfs, and prefers the ftolen Waters of Sin, be- 
fore thefe living Waters, which, like thofe in the 
Efculapian Well, are not capable of putrefa6Hon. 

Look, O my Soul, look with pity on the poor 
didraded World, that delights in things hellifh 
and finful, worldly, mean, and trivial. Who would 
envy the fottlih pleafures of Strato^ Anthony^ JU 
heriuSj Caligula^ CommoduSj Cotis^ Demetrius ? plea- 
fures fitter for Bulls and Bears, and Goats, than 
for Men of Reafon ? they dream they eat and 
drink, and are at a great Fcafl, but in the Morn- 
ing when they wake, they find themfelves empty. 
A rational complacency in God, is Bread incor- 
ruptible, this is the Meat thou muft live upon for 
ever ; thou delightefl in a curious Pidhire, why 
not in him that's altogether lovely ? Thou de- 
lighted in a delicate Shape, Why not in him 
that^s fairer than the Children of Men > Thou 
delighteft in a pleafant Garden, in well-ordered 
Walks, in flowry Meadows; Why not in him, 
whofe Gracious Prefence can make a Dungeon a 

Y 3 Para* 
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Paradifc ? Hoifc up thy Sails, O my Soul, kc 
thy defire crave all that's rich, good aad magni- 
ftcent ; Why, in God thou haft it all, in a moft 
eminent rpapnpr ; while others delight in their 
plenty, thou canft dplight in hira, whp is plente- 
ous in Mercy unto all them that call upon lum; 
while others delight in knowledge, thou can'ft de- 
light in him,in whom are all the treafures of Wif- 
dom ; while others delight in the protedion of 
their Friends, thou canft delight in him, who Is 
a prefent help in the time of trouble; while others 
delight in a ftately Seat, thou canft delight in 
the fecret place, and in the (hadow of the AU 
mighty. O my God, thou fatisfieft the Hungiy 
Soul, and filled: the thirfty Soul with Goodnels. 
The Soul cannot crave beyond what thou canft 
give, nor ask more than thou art able to afford ; 
the defires of the Soul are not fo infinite, but 
thy Store and Plenty is unfpeakably more infinite 
than our dei^res. They that cannot delight in 
thee, have ftrange brutilh Souls ! They fee not 
how thou goeft, how thou, my God, goeft in the 
San£luary j they never felt thy holy influences ; 
they know not what Peace thou fpeakeft unto 
thy People ; they are not fenfible how thou doft 
encourage thofe that ferye thee j they are not 
fenfible how great the Rewards are, thwk haft 
laid up for Men that forget what is behind them, 
and feek firft thy Kingdom, . and its righteouf- 
nefs. p Goodneis Immenfe, and Infinite! If 
every finglc Good is plealant, and delightful, how 
delightfuf muft thou be, who art that wide 
land ample ^ea^ into which all thefe Rivers. 

' ' and 
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and Emanations of Ooodncls run / If created life 
be pleafant^ how pleafant muft thou be, which 
giveft that life / If created Wifdom be amitble, 
how amiable muft thou be, from whom that WiU 
dom flows. O my God, I fee, how all the plea* 
fant things of the World perifli, but thou art the 
fame, and thy years do not fail, and thou endured 
from one generation to another ; here therefore I'll 
fix my Delight j on this Rock Wl build my Joy ; 
while others delight in numbring their bags. 111 
delight in numbring the loving landnefles of my 
God ; while others delight in their preferment, 
ni delight in being adopted into the Glorious li« 
berty of God^s Children j while others delight in 
the greatnefs of their Relations, HI delight in 
having the Saviour of the World, for my 
elder Brother ; while others delight in their 
Farms and Oxen, Yi\ delight in my Title to the 
Tree of Life ; while others delight in Kingdoms 
and Principalities, PU delight in him who hath 
made me a King and Prieft unto God, and to 

his Father; I will Might my felf in the Lord^ 
and be Jball grve the defires of ny hearty Pfal. 

37- 4* 
Did the Man who is almoft perfuaded into 

Charity^ but ferioufly confider, what a flreiis 
the Gofpel lays upon this Pious liberality ; how 
Chrifl in the laO: day, is f efolved to iniift more 
upon this Duty, than upon any other ; how he 
is but a Steward of thofe Bleffings he enjoys ; 
and how God gave him that Eftate he hath, 
with this very intent, that he ihould be bene- 
ficial to thole, whom Providence hath made 

Y 4 objefts 
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obje£ls of his Bounty ; how great an impedifflenC 
his extreme fondncfs of this Worlds Goods, is to 
bis f liture happinefs ; How it darkens his Graces, 
clouds his Comforts, hardens his Heart, fears Jiis 
Confcience, enflaves him to the Devil ; How his 
Charity is no more than Juftice, a due debt he 
owes to his poor Neighbour, for which reafon, the 
Holy Ghoft calls Mens AXms/ighteoufnefs ; fo that 
with- holding our hand from giving to People in 
necelTity, or from affiding them in time of need, 
IS robbing them of that which is then: due| 
how difficult, nay, how impoflible is it for a 
Man, that dotes on thefe outward Coipforts, to 
become a true Difciple of Chrifl ? with what car- 
neflnefs all the Prophets aud Apoftles of old, 
have recommended this Honouring of God with 
our Subftance, and with the Firft Fruits of pur 
Increafe; How kind God^s Afped is to this 
Duty; How great God's condefcenfipn Is, in 
being willing to accept of that, as done to him- 
felf, which is done to his Servants, or Chrift'^s 
diftrefled Members; How fignally he blcffes this 
Virtue, how all Faith is dead without it, how 
vainly that Man hopes for Heaven, that hath 
no bowels of compaffion ; I fay, would the Man, 
that is unrefolyed, whether he (hall deny him- 
felf, and give away confiderably to Pious ufcs, 
but ponder all thefe arguments, by the a/Ifft^nce 
of God, it would make him refolve to lay by 
fuch a portion of all his gain, and incomes for 
God's Service, and keep to it, and flop his Ears 
againft all the fuggeftions of the Devil to the 
contrary, and refign himfelf entirely to God's 



Providence, and leave it to God, how, and when, 
and where to make him amends for it, and 
believe, that it will moft certainly be recompen- 
fed him in the Refurredtion of the Juft* 

Meeknefs is fo great a Duty of the Gofpel, 
that Chrifi makes it the diftinguiihing charaAer 
of his Difciples, and indeed, none is more like- 
ly to arrive to it, than he that makes it his bu« 
uneis to confider, how famous fome of the Hea- 
thens were for this Virtue ; How Pericles bid 
his Servant light him home, who had railed 
againft him all day ; How Socrates put by the 
calumnies that were caft upon him with this. 
That the flanderer had faid nothing of him^ that 
he found hiwfelf to be guilty of; How Dion of 
Alexandria wasfilent under ^1 the reproaches^ 
that were thrown upon him ; how unworthy 
of a Chriflian it is to do leis, with all the helps 
of Grace, than the other, by the afTiflance of 
Nature only ; how this is to have the fame mind 
which was alfo in Chrid Jefus ; what mifchiefs 
fudden Anger hurries Men into, how feverely 
the Great Redeemer of the World checks his 
Difciples, that call for Fire from Heaven to con- 
fume the Men, who had denied their Mafler 
Lodging ; how great the conquefl is, to fubdue 
thofe Padions, which would engage us to wrath 
and fury ; how difcreetly that Man can ad, that 
curbs thofc unruly affedions ; how this excel- 
lent quality adorns the Gofpel of our Saviour ; 
how it difpofes Men for a fatisfadory , difcharge 
of their Duty towards God ; How gre^t evils 
aqd inconveniencies it prevents; How many 

tim^s 
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times it melts the offender if there be any inge- 
nuity ia him, and wins more upon him, than all 
tbc fierce proceedings, we can ufe ; How great a 
preparative it is for a good name, and how Men/ 
who underfland what fel^conqueft oceans, cannot 
but commend and celebrate it ; How in Hiftory, 
Men famous for this Grace, are extolled above 
the greateft Conquerors j How Heaven cannot 
but applaud it, to fee Men drive to be perfedl, as 
their Father in lleaven is perfefl ; How great 
Wifdom it argues, to be zealous in God's caufe 
when his Glory is affronted, and meek in our 
own concerns and inluriesj^ What Peace, what 
Satisfaction it caufes in the Soul, what Bleffings 
are intailed upon it; How comfortably thofe, 
who have endeavoured to be maflers of this tem- 
per, may leave this world, and die, as tbc Jews 
faid of Afofesy the meekeft of Men, at the Kifiof 
God into Eternal Glory. 

SanilificationoftheLord^sDajf^ or, which is alf 
one, confccrating that day to God's Service, and 
fpending it in publick and private Religious Ekt- 
cifes, in Meditating, hearing the Word praifmg 
of God, good Works, and Spiritual Conferences , 
is a thing, which devout Chrifitans have, in 
all ages, thought themfelves obliged to obferve; 
and certainly he will find great reafon to follow 
them, that fliall engage nis Soul ferioufly to 
coniider fome fuch cicrumftances , as thefe. 
How Holy is this day! Howlhould my Soul re- 
joice at the dawning of it! this is the day 
which the Lord hath made, and which is to put 
me in mind of the greateft mercy, that was ever 

vouch- 



Vouchftfed CO Mtnkind: Can there be anything 
more coClly than the Redemption of Man? or 
can I rpisnd too nuicb time in conuBemoratiiig ib 
Glorioiu a Favour ? I that can fpend tioie in m* 
hearing, what Jewels my Parents have kft me, 
vbai: Houfea they have bequeathed me, what 
Landa they have adigned to me, what Moveables 
they have given me, ihall I think much in fpend- 
ing one day in feven, in reheariing what God 
hath done for my Soul? When* God allows me 
(\% days in the week, to follow the bufinefs of 
my lawfuU Calling, cannot I allow one day entire 
for his Service? Are J:he concerns of my Soul 
fo trivial that they do not deferve one day in the 
week ? or, is Salvation fo eafie a thing;, that, to 
fpend much time in the contrivance of it, is alto- 
gether needlels ? Icanalk)wa whole day, fome 
times two or three, for the recreation of my 
Body, and mufl: my Soul have none to Feaft it 
felf upon God, and endlefe Glory? Aksi How 
little do thefe flaihes of contemplating God in 
the week days, which are {o often interrupted 
by worldly bufmefs, warm the Soul ? How little 
are Mens afiedions wrought upon by thofe fits 
of Devotion, except they take a whole day 
to warm th^r Souls at the beams of the Sun 
of Righteoufnefs? Alas! How little ferioufnefs 
do J fee in thofe Families, where this day is not 
Religioufly fpent, where every perfon is per* 
mitted to Qie their Ubqrty, and where the pub^ 
lick £xcercifes in the Church are not fecondcd 
hy private Difcourfes, and Prayers, and Cele- 
))ratk)n$ of the Qoodnefsof God/ How loofts 
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bow vain, how fooliih, aire tbey commonly f 
How little do they mind the power of Religion \ 
How little are they acquainted with the Spiritual 
part of Godlinels / What liberty do ttey give 
themfelves in their anions, fuch a confcientious 
Man will be afraid of! Where is my (elf- 
denial^ if I cannot deny my felf in ray Worldly 
Difeourfes, or Thoughts, one day ? How can I 
hope my Spiritual wants and necedities fliouid 
ever be difcovered to me, except i do in my Clo- 
fet apply, what I have heard in the Houfe of God, 
and water the incorruptible Seed that is fown in 
my Heart, my felf-examination, that it may grow, 
and fprout and bear Fruit? O the Joy, the Com- 
fort, the Satisfafbion I might reap from the fincere 
ikn^^ification of this day / How quietly might I 
lie down at night, after fo fweet a converfe with 
God all day ? How Soft would my Reft be, having 
worked in God's Vineyard fo many hours? How 
joyfully might I rife next Morning, and comfort 
my felf with the happy remembrance of Blcffings, 
my Soul hath received the day before ? Thus to 
obferve and improve this day, would be a Pro- 
Ipgue to my everlafting Reflt, a Preface to my E- 
ternalrepoie in Ahrahamh bofom; a Prefage, that 
I ihould e'er long reft from all Tears and Sorrow, 
and Pain, and Angaifli, and from all the tempta- 
tions of the World, the Flelh, and the Devil, 
and be admitted into the Quire of Angels, to 
praife him day and night, who lives for ever and 
ever. ^ 

In this manner all other Duties may be com- 
pafled, the Beauty, Hlory, Ufefulnefe of them 

thus 
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thus fpread before the Underftanding, Will^ and 
AWe&ions^ are apt to work upon theie Faculties^ 
and they being prevailed upon, the Eyes^ the 
Ears, the Hands, the Feet, will quickly do thtir 
part, and (hew their readinefs to obey the Coid- 
maiid of their Superior Officers. 

IL It helps Men to improve external Obje£^s, 
into very comfortable Contemplations* When 
I take a view of the Sun and Moon, and Stars, 
or reflect: on the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, 
Conitderation may fiirnifh me with very excel- 
lent Truths, and the ^obleft Ltffbnt of Reli- 
gion. Confideration can Metamorphofe Objedb, 
and Spiritualize them, and find out the fecrec 
defigns of the Almighty, in thofe Creatures, 
which the fenfual Man looks upon, and like a 
Bead paf&s by, without any admiration ; This 
eye can pierce through folid Bodies, and read the 
wholfom. Ltiibns which lie hid under thofe grof* 
ier Mantles. For after this manner it may argue, 
Take wings, o my Soul, fly up to yonder Hea« 
ven^ where the Almighty bath fet a Tabernacle 
for the Sun, which is as a Bridegroom coming out 
of his Chamber, and rgoyces as a Giant to 
run his Race ; Behold, how this glorious Planet 
the great Almoner of Heaven when he rifcs, 
revives every living thing with his kindly beams, 
and will not the increated Sun, from wnom this 
bright Star borrows his fhining Rays, when hq 
ihall rife unto the Spirits of Men made perfect 
M the laft |day, fill them all with unfp^kabla 
joy and gladnefs ; and as a difmal uncomforta^ 

hie darknefs fucceeds^ when this created Sim 

doth 



doch leave our Hemifphere, fo think, how Attui* 
fal, fao«r full of horror, and difeoivfolatenefe that 
darkods muft be, which muft unaveidabty fall 
on wretched impenitent ftindrs, th«t wotdd akt 
no warning, wlien the increated Sttn ibtt with- 
draw from them his beatifical Prefettce for ever j 
Behold this created San, how many thoii4ad 
kindneifes it beftows upon Mankind, and doth 
not this put tbee in mind of the Father of Lig^ts^ 
from whom every good and perfeA gift ddcends? 
How much bi^er is this ihtning Body, than the 
whole Earth; and doft not thou remember, hoWf 
before thy God, alt Nflnkiad ave as Gn(ho|^)ers, 
or rather, as the duft of thd BsHai^e, ofty, lighted 
than nothing, and vanity. The Sun, that hi 
msy enlighten tile whole World, is forced to go 
ftom one pkee to another ; buif thy God, ar oaH 
and the fame time without moving lu$ ftstwa^ 
can fill Hieaven and Earth with his Glory. 
Bflhoid, Omy SottI, thfen^ce great Light, tlie 

Moon, which, the nearer it zpptGaxbes the Sua, 
the brighter it grows inthalt part, which loofc^ 
towards Betveki, thd it become darker in that 
palrt, which looks towards the Eiirth, and when 
it is oppoftte to the San, lofes all that brightnefi 
it hdd in its conjundiion with the Sun, and is on- 
ly bright in that part, which cefpe^ this lowef 
Wtjrld J and doft not thou fee a very lively Em- 
blem of a converted, and unconverted ftaocif 
inthis lumiimry? Behold, the nearer thoii ap- 
proachefli the San of RIghtioufnefe in Purity art* 
Hoiinefe, tbs greater lafter, and the greater hap- 
pjfiefrthoureecivcff J the Inhabilants of Heavfeff 

behokl 



behold tby Briglxnels ^od Inaoceiice, and ap- 
plaud it, though fenfiial Men, nay be, think thee 
all darkneis, all obfcurity, beatufe thoo doft act 
wallow in works of dtrkfiefs with them ; they, 
may be, look i^ioci thee as mad and diflraAed^ 
becaitiie thou act fo bufie, fi> earned, fe zealous, 
to pleafe thy God, and fpendeft fo much time in 
praifing, and magnifying, and ^ot ify ingof him ; 
but thde that dwell in yonder region of Light 
axid BUis, know that then, and not tUJ then, thou 
art Mafter of thy Reafon, and doft ad like a 
perf<m, that's capable of being made partaker of 
the Divine Nature. In a word, thou a Light 
to them above, aodNigbc to Men beneath; On 
the other fide, when thou tuf]aeft.th3r back upon 
God^ walkeft oppofite, and contrary to htm, 
whatever refpefi: and credit thou mayelt have 
from tbei Worlds God and his Holy Angcb look 
upoQ thee, as darkifi^; thy Underftandiag, 
which is that part, which property looks to« 
wards> Heaven, lo^s aJil its brightoeib ; and no 
niarvQl, for God alona canfatifiei*; andhebe^ 
mggpiie, that part muftn^eds be perfeft night ; 
and no wiuader, if, upon this darknefi thy love 
inclxn^S' vigprouily to the World,, and thy af- 
fe^rioas are ahiqgttbef carried out after the drofii 
and do0g of this trao&tory Sarth, if thy tboiighta 
are all engitged ^bcm the Worlds aH thy SpeecUet 
employed a^C the WorU^ and thou becoooeft 
wife lor th9 World, and b&ft aK thy Wisdom €h 
God, dwl for Salvation, and thoa art Nig^t to 
tha^EMit^ above,* wdtHyi toi Men below. 
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O my Soul, Canft thou look upon the Sun and 
Moon, and not remember how differently God 
deals with triumphing Saints in Heaven, and 
his Militant Church here on Earth ? They enjoy 
a perpetual Sunfhine, we are allowed no more but 
Moon-light, we fee, as it were, through a Glals, 
darkly; they face to face: their light like that 
of the Sun, never leflens ; ours, like that of th6 
Moon, is fometimes greater, fometimes lefs, and 
ibmetimes we have none at all How often doth 
the afilifted Believer walk in darknefs? God 
hides the light of his Countenance from him, 
and he is troubled : Sometime • he is all Joy, by 
and by ail Darknefs again ; fometimes he is like 
St. Paul^ wrapt up into the third Heaven ; fome- 
time like Men that fee God's Wonders in the 
deep, he goes down again to the depths, and 
his Soul melts becaufe of trouble ; how clear are 
the apprehenfions fometimes he hath of the love 
and mercy of God I and feems to be able to 
comprehend with all Saints, what is the depth 
and breath of the love of God. Gow often^ 
on the other iide is a veil drawn over all thefe 
bright conceptions, and he grovelling in the 
dull? What floods of Confolation doth God 
fometimes pour out upon his Soul? whereas at 
other times thofe comforts come down inf drops, 
which ufed to come in ihowers ; How great 
fometimes is his ftrength againlt temptations > 
How weak is his courage at another? How like 
the great fefus^ can he fometimes rebuke the 
Winds and Waves, and make the Sea calm^ aiid 
at another time how ready is he to faint with 

the 
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the Dtfciples, and to look upon himfelf as loft / 
Hov chearfully fometimes can he cry out, 7 can 
Jo all things through Chrift who (iringthem me ? How 

mournfully is he forced to exprefs himfelf at ano-^ 
ther, I fie a Law in my memhers warring againfl the 
Law of my mind^ and bringing me into captivity to 
the Law of Sin4 

Behold, O my Soid, the vaft number of the 
Stars and Lamps of Heaven, how wife, how 
powerful is that God that made them f Who 
can look upon thofe curious Lights, without 
admiring their Creator ? Behold, they rife and^ 
go down at his command, and do not fail one. 
minute of their appointed time; How fliould 
this teach thee Obedience ? How chearRilly^ 
ihouldfl thou run at the Command of thy God ? 
Thefe Glorious Stars, though their number be 
vaftly great, yet they never clafli, or difagree,^ 
one With another ; How ihould this engage thee 
to unfeigned Charity, and Peaceablenefs ? How 
ihould this put thee upon promoting Peace, and 
Concord, and Agreement among thy Neigh- 
bours? And do not thefe Stars put thee in mind,; 
how e'er long thou ihalt ihine as the Stars in the 
Firmament for ever ? Happy Hour / Blejfid Day J 
>vhen thou ihalt be eloathed with Splendor, and 
Immortality, when thou Ihalt fee Night no more,' 

and (halt need no Candle^ neither light of the Sunj 
itit the Lord fhall give thed light ^ and thou fhalt 
reign, with him for ever. 

Come down lower, O my^ Soul, I have not 
done yet with God's wonderful Works; ro- 
w^ upon the Air, in which all fenfitive Crea-. 

Z turcs' 
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tures brcatfc ; without this Air,thc whole Creitiofl 
would die ; 'tis this that keeps Men, aad Beafts, 
and ail Plants, and Herbs, alive; See bow all 
C(eatures,whcn ready to be fmotheredyUpon letting 
in of Air, do all revive and live again ; and is noc 
the Holy Spirit of God, O my Soul, the very fame 
CO thee,thit the Air is to all Creatures; without 
this Spirit of God to enlighten, to move, and to di- 
K£b thee, thou haft the name that thou liveft, but 
thou art dead ; it's this Spirit muft give thee life^ 
it's he that muft warm the into a pradtical love of 
God ; It's he that muft live in thee, that clu>u 
mayft not fulfil the defires of the Flefh ; it's he 
muft teach thee how to pray ; it's he muft help 
thy infirmities, and bear witnels with thy Spirit, 
that thou art a Child oi- God : Beg this rich giit 
at the hands of God, and thou (halt have it ; feek 
it, and thou flialt find it ; knock at Heaven Gate 
for it, and God will open, and grant thee thy 
hearts defire. 

Behold, O my Soul, how vain and foolilh tlwfe 
Men are, that will not believe the Being of Angels^ 
or of Spirits, becaufe they never faw any; Can 
they fee the Air? And why do not they queftion^ 
whether there be fuch a thing as Air or no . This 
Air fupports all Creatures, fo doth thy God much 
more. He fends thefprittgs into the Valleys wbfcb 
run among the Hills: They give drink to every 
Beafl of tloe Fieldy the wild AJfes quench their thirfi. 
He matereth the Hills from , his ChamherSj the 
Earth isfafisfied with the Fruits of hif Works. He 
Mufes the . Grafs to grow fox the Cattel^ and Herhsfor 
JheSer^i:,^ flien^ Pfal. 104, xo, xi, 13, 14^ 

When 



Wheii this Air yeilds to all grois Bodies, and kn 
them pafs without oppoficion, how doth it 
read to thee Le(fiures qf Patience and Humility ? 
in that FlcKihility, thou mayeft fee the finfulne^ 
of thy inexorable temiper, the odioulne6 of thy 
revengeful dtfires, and reviling again when thou 
art refviled^ and gividg the offender as good as 
hebrin^; tfaa Air reproves thee, when thou 
art deaf to all intreaties to be reconciled to him 
that hath injured thee, when thou wilt not yield 
to 4 the humble fupplication of diilrefled crea- 
tures, and when thou c^poieft thy own humour 
tp all the tationa^perfwa^lons oi wifer Men than 
thy fclf. 

Look upon the Fire, O my Soul, and behold 
how dlfierentfy it ads upon Bodies it meets/ 
withal, how it confiimes the Hay and Stubble, 
and clcanfeth and purifies Gold and Silver ; Doft 
thou not fee here^ as in a Giafs, how thy God 
deftroys the workers of iniquity, and advances? 
and increafes, and purifies the defies and af- 
fe£tk)ns of a devout and religious kovAl Thou 
feeft; how hard and Uack Iron is, when it is not 
tear the Fire, and how bright and tradable it 
becomes in the Fire^ and is not this the tri^e Pi- 
fture of a Sinner? While he is a ft ranger to the 
Law of God, he hardens^ his Heart as Flint and 
Adamant, no threatnings pierce him, no pro- 
mifes prevail with him, no Judgments fright him, 
no Providences move him, no Mercies melt him^ 
he defies the whole Armour of God, aiid fight- 
etb againft bim ; his fins ftands ftifF, his hifts re* 
imin unihahen;. he feeds upon God's BlefTing as 
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Swine do upon Acorns, without minding tfitf 
Hand that throws them down j He hears Sermons^ 
but they awake him not ; He is intreated, but 
flights the Invitation J He is reproved, but laughs 
at the reprehenfion ; but when that Holy Fire, 
the Love of God, enters into his^ Heart, how 
flexible, how traftable, doth he grow ? How 
doth the Love of God conftrain him to aVoid fin, 
and to bid defiance to all the works of darknefs > 
He that before fcorned to hear the glad tidings 
of the Gofpel, how doth he now fubmit to Chrift's 
eafie yoke ? He that before thought fuch a duty 
unfit and improper for a Perfon of his quality, 
how chearfully doth he now bow and yield to it? 
He that before had a thoufand excufes, why he 
could not do what Chrift enjoyns him, how doth 
he now lay all thofe idle apologies by ? He that 
before was churlilh, becomes now a^ble and 
courteous : He that before was apt to be very 
angry at the Jeaft affpont, now bears it more qui- 
etly : He that before put off' the Eternal God 
with the meaneft of his endeavours, now is wil- 
ling to give him the fat and ftrength of his afFe-' 
6Hons : He that before could hear Minifters call 
to him, and call again without effe£V, now cries 
out, Sirs J what mufi I do to hefaved ? He that be- 
fore could not beperfuadedtowalkintheflraight 
way, now runs in the way of God's Command- 
ments. BIefledFire,which,!ike the hallowed flames 
®^ P^^e«^ confiimes not but illuminates ; ne- 
ver fufFbrs the heart to be hardened, but puri- 
fies it ; doth not ftraighten the Soul, but elevates 
K > doth not clog, but refine it j doth not con^ 

found. 



found, bot fublime itj deftroys the drofsy but 
preferves the gold, and burns away all un- 
clean and inordinate palTions, and all immo- 
derate cares of this World, but raifes the Soul 
f above the World, and engages it to fly above 
thofe things, which ferve only to fill Mens hearts 
with angui(h and vexation. 

Lay afide this objeft for a little while,0 my Soul, 
and look upon that Earth thou walked on ; this is 
the Place,our Bodies muft neceflarily reft in? But 
when thou fceft the centre of ail heavy Bodies, 
forget not to think who it is, that is thy proper 
Centre and Reft:ing*place ; That's a 'groaning, 
bleeding, dying, Saviour. Think, O my Soul, on 
the Senfual and Luxurious Men of this World, 
what pains they take to find out reft for their 
Soul ; like Spiders, they run from one Herb to 
another, and yet canot purge their porlon, i. e. 
their difcontept away ; they give themlelves to 
Wine, lay hold onfolly, make them great Works, 
build them Houfes, plant them Vineyards, make 
them Gardens and Orchards, and plant Trees in 
them of all kind of Fruits; get them Servants 
and Maidens, procure ample pofleffions of 
great and fmall Cattle ; gather Silver and Gold, 
get them Men^ fingers and Women- fingers, and 
all ttie delights ol the Sons of Men ; and what* 
foever their Eyes defire, they keep it not from 
them, Ecclef. i. 3, 4, &c. But when, with 
the &yharitesj they have rolled on beds of Vio- 
lets, and tofled their fancies from one pleafure 
to another, and come to (land on the brink of 
another World, they find to their foirow, when 
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'tis too late, that here is not thetr reft, add that 
their Souls can reft no where, but where iofioite 
fatisfadioQ is to be had, even in God, bleHed for 
evermore. God b thy reft indeed, Q my Soul ; 
and when thou canft hide thy felf in the wounds 
of thy ^at Redeemer, then, then thou art (afe, 
and the Gates of Hell are not able to prevail a« 
gainft thee, 

Canft thcAi fee how plentifully the Earth pro* 
vides for Mankind, and forget vcrhat provi* 
jTion God makes for thee that thou may'ft not 
mifs of the Crown of Righteoufnefs hereafter ? 
And when thou feeft how all things, the Earth 
produces, praife their Creator in their way, and 
ihew forth his Glory ; Canft thou be filoit, or 
forbear to be perpetually extolling the goodneis 
of that God, that hath given thee a Tongue oa 
purpose to fpeak thofe praifes; whereof other 
Creatures make but a dumb fhew ; Thou feeft 
how this Earth produces Gold and Silver ; and 
how beautiful tte Carpets are, on which it invites 
her Inhabitants to walk ? And if this Earth be (o 
glorious, what will Heaven be ? If the Houfc 
which God vouchfafed to his Enemies be fo iplen* 
did, what will his own . Pallace be, where none 
but himfeif and his fervants (hall dwell for ever ? 
If the outward Ctourt be fo Magnificent, what 
muft the Prefence-Chamber of the King of Kings 
be ? If Gold and Silver, by their glittering, dazle 
the Eyes offpeftatorshere, what will the beatifi- 
cal Prefencc of Almighty God do, whidb is be- 
yond aU the ihine and luftre that Gold and pre- 
cious Stones afford ? 

• ^ From 
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From the Earth, O my Soul, launch out into 
the Waters j how ufefti! are the Leflbns, fuggefted 
to thee by this Element ? Canft thou Jook upon 
Water, and notrefleft on the Grace of God, which 
hath appeared to all Men ? How this wafties the 
Souls of Believers from all (ilthinefs, both of Fleih 
and Spirit • how it quenches the Fire of finful Lufts 
in Men ; how it takes away Mens third, and gree- 
dinefs, after the fublunary comforts ; how it cools 
the Soul under the grcateft heat of mifery ; how 
it makes many of one mind, as the innumerable 
A tomes of Flower go together in Water, to make 
up one Loaf of Bread, and unites Millions of Men, 
under one Head, the Lord Jefus Chrift. Behold 
the ^>rings and Fountains, which, like Pearb, 
adorn the curious Fabrick of the Earth ; Canft 
thou call them Fountains, and, doth not that 
Name put thee in mind of the Fountain of Life, 
the Fountain of Wifdom, the Fountain of Living 
Waters, and the Fountain opened for the Houfeof 
JtiJah and Jfrufakm^ for Sin and for Uncleanneft ? 
Do but think what riches flow from that everlaft- 
ing Spring / Thy God is the very Fountain of all 
Beings : In him, and to him, and through him, 
are all things; he depends on no Caufes, he hath 
need of no affiflance, nothing can hurt him, 
but all things depend upon him; he is the be« 
ginning of all things without a beginning, the 
end without end ; the great Caufe without aCaufe ; 
Infinite, Unlimited, Immenfe and Incomprehenfir 
blc; Refirelh thy felf, O my Soul, in this ne- 
ver-fadingi and inexhauftible Fountain ; Admire 
him, Serve him, Love him, Defire him, defpife 
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all other things ia comparifon of him, for he jilonc 
can fupply all thy Wants and Neceffities, conreqt 
(by affedions here, and ^jl thee with eyerJafiibg 
comfort hereafter. 

III. It wonderfully fupports Men under affli- 
ctions, for our impatience lies in our minds, iaticl 
where the Difeajfe J^egins, there it's fit the Cure 
ihould begin ; l)ut, which way fhould the Mind be 
cur'd but by Confideration ? It's this mud anfwer 
all the Objedlions that Fle(h and Blood fugged to 
fht Mind ; It's this mud filence all the arguments, 
which fe^m to judifie our murmurs againd the 
difmal providence we meet withal,and thj? thoughts 
which caufe our difcpntent mud be expelled by 
thoughts of our demerits, and God^sjuftice ; and 
without 9II peradyenture, that Man (hall be able 
to bear his tribulation better, that thus reafon$ 
the cafe with himfelf. Why ^rt thou cad down, 
;0 my Soul, and, Why art thou fo difquieted 
y ithin me ? Hath thy God a hand in this affliction, 
t>r hath he not ? If he hath not, Where is his 
Providence? If he hath, Why dod thougrumbJe? 
Doth not thy Qod know better, what is expe* 
dient for thee, than thy felf ? Is he all- wife, and 
doth riot he know what Medicines are fitted 
for thee? TJiou art his Creature, and. May 
not he do with his own \vhat he pleafes ? Thoi| 
haft finned againfi him, and mud not he correfl: 
thee? Ihoii had affronted him, and, Mud not 
he ufe his Rod? Thou had forfaken him, and 
Mud not hefhew his difpleafure sgaind thy in* 
gratitude? bod not thou corredt thy Child 
^ ^'^ dubborn? and, Dod thou Jet thy 

Servant 



0E ConQtetattUm 345 

Sarvaatgo without chiding, that doth negle£^ the 
bufmefs thou haft recommended to his care ? May 
be, thou haft ferved thy God, and led a fober life, 
but, was it a life fo blamelefs, that it had no de- 
fers / And, muft not thofe defers endure tljat 
fiery Tryal, that they may be burnt away ? Haft 
thou received the good at the hand of the Lord, 
and, ihalt not thou receive the evil alfo ? How 
long hath God fpared thee, who might long ago 
have, poured out the vials of his wrath upon thee ? 
Haft not thou reafon to thank him for chaftifing 
thee, but now, who might have done it much 
fooner > Alas / Why fliouldft thou think he doth 
thee wrong, by fending this crofs upon thee, who 
haft deferved no lefs than Damnation ? Are nc^ 
Rod;s gentler than Scorpions ? And, Drops of God^s 
angier more tolerable, than Floods of his difplea- 
fure? Thou art in pain ; but what is this to Hell 
Fire? Thou art in Torments; but. What is this 
to the Agonies, the unhappy Spirits in the burnii^ 
Lake endure ? How great a Mercy is it, that it 
is not worfe with thee ? The Waters of Mardb^ 
yfmch are but to the Anckles now, How foon 
plight God increafe them to the Knees, and make 
them a River that could not lepafsd overX And 
be that doth but frown now. How eaftly might 
he Thunder ? Confider, O my Soul, thou art 
pot called to Perfecution, to Gibbets, to Fire, to 
the SwordvtoGrid-irons,to wildBeafts,as the Mar^ 
tyrsof old were.- If thou complaineQ now, what 
wouldft thoii dOjif thou wert called j:o Martyrdom.- 
Ijook upon 7<?/«j, the Author, apd Captain of thy 
3alyation,who was made perfed: through fufierings: 
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Art thou better than the Son of God ? Look up- 
on the Apoftlcs, look upon tlie Primitive Skims 
that Mirere torn afunder, ftpned, (lain with the 
Sword , wandred about in Sheep^skins, and 
Goat-skins, were deftitute, tormented, afflifted ; 
and art thou a greater Saint than they ? Why 
ihouldft thou expeft better dealing at God^s 
hands, than they? Thou art not alone in MU 
fcry ; thou haft whole Armies of Holy Men to 
bear thee Company? Canft thou look upon 
yonder Heaven, and repine? Canft thou be- 
hold that Glory, which God hath prepared for 
thee, and think much of tbefe fiery Trials ? 
The hopes of a Kingdom makes a Captive Prince 
merry, though he is in Prifon j and , fliall not 
the hopes of yonder joys, keep thy heart from 
(inking? When a Socrates can chearfully fub- 
mit 10 the unjuft Sentence of the Athenians^ 
upon no other iaccount but this, becaufe it was 
God's will / Shalt thou, who art a Chriftian , 
lie fretting at thy trouble, as if thou meaneft 
to refift and controul God^s will ? Wilt not thou 
give God leave to ufe that privilege in his great 
Houfe, the World, which every Peafant ufes in 
his Cottage, and lay what burthens he pleafes 
on his Servants? Shall he fay, Suffer thou this Af- 
fliftion ; and wilt thou anfwer with that ill natu- 
tured Sort in the Gofpel, / voill not ? Look, O 
ray Soul, look upon the benefit thou wilt re- 
ceive by this Providence , thou waff proud be- 
fore, ftay a while, and this calamity will make 
thee humble ; thou didft defpife thy God before, 
have a little patience, and this trouble will drive 
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thee hence to thy Fathers houfe ; thou didft phy 
with the bread thy Father gave thee, this crols 
will teach thee bow to prize it ; thou didft truft 
too much to thy owii ftrength, this calamity 
wiil make thee relic altogether upon him, who 
hath promifed to be thy retuge, thy hiding place, 
thy fortrefs, thy deliverer, thy ftrong Tovircr, 
aiKi^ the horn of thy Salvation: God knows 
what thou wantcft, and how thy wants muftbe 
fuppiied; He fees profperity would undo thee; 
he therefore takes it away, and like a tender Fa- 
ther, cries, Do tiy fiif no harm : He fees fuch a 
Ble(fing would make thee furfeit, he therefore 
wifely prevents thy difeafe, by depriving thee of 
that Mercy .• He fees fuch a comfort would be 
but a Knife, or SWord in thy hand, and kill thee ; 
he therefore fnatches it away, becaufe he would 
pipeferve thee from Eternal ruine: He fees thou 
art too much in love with this World, he there- 
fore embitters thy fweet raorfeb, to make thee 
weary of this barren Wildernefs, and in love with 
that Kingdom that fades not away. Doft thoii 
blame a Phyfician, becaufe he gives his Patient a 
bitter Potion ? And, wilt tliou blame thy God, for 
not pleafuring thy palate with dainties which 
would increafe thy diftemper? Wouldft thdu fol- 
low thy Saviour in Sun-lfaine only, and not go 
with him into the Garden of Gtthfetnane 1 Wouldft 
thou inherit his Crown of Gtory, without wear- 
ing his Crown of Thorni here > Wouldft thou b? 
with him on Mount Tahor only, and not accom- 
pany him to Golgotha ? Would*ft thou be about^ 
him only, when he rides in triumph into Jtrufaltm^ 
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and forfake hitn in the Defert ? Wouldft thou 
fbUow hkn only while the Loavts do lafl^ and 
abandon him when he wants Bread for the Mul- 
titude ? Wouldft thou own him only when Mea 
cry Hqfantia^ and run away from him, when they 
cry out, Crucijie him? Wilt thou ea^t oftheiame 
Bread he doth, and not drink of his dtp too? 
God would fave thee by that burthen which lies 
upon thee; and, Doft thou prefer a little froth 
before an Eternal weight of Blpflednefs ? Hadft 
thou rather enjoy thy good things here, than lie 
with Lazarus in Airaham's Bofom? God fees thoii 
canft not be happy without this afflidion ; and^ 
wilt thou prefer living delicioufly for a few days, 
before the rich Banquet God hath prepared for 
his favourites in Paradifel O my Soul, it's but 
a little while yet, jind thy Prifon wil] be chan* 
ged into a Palace, thy Poverty into Eternal 
Riches, thy Bondage into perfeft JLibcrty, thy 
Perfecution into endlefs Joys, thy mourning 
Songs i^^o Hallelujahs, thy Sorrow into Rivers 
cf Delight. Alas I What is a Prifon? God's 
Prefence can make it a Heaven? Walls cannot 
keep out the Smiles and Glory of the Higheft ; 
What is Poverty? It may confift with being 
God's Jewel ; and he that hath nothing in this 
World to boaft of, may have an incorruptible 
Grown to lay hold of, and be really richer than 
the wealthieft of Mankind. What are Haa-' 
ders and reproaches? They cannot hurt the 
Soul, whatever injury they may do the Body ; 
they come fonietimes from Man, whofe Tongue 
is no flander J and, while thou art ijinoccnt in 
^ the 



the fight of God) thou art a CrowM §f6Icry in 
the hand of the Lori^ and a Royal Diadem in the 
hand of thy God; ^d if fo , how little needft thou 
matter the good opinion and efleem of Mcn^ 
efpecially when thy innocence (hall be proclaimed 
one day in the Ears of the whole world. What 
is perfecution ? A Cloud which foon pafles away^ 
and he that chearfuUy endures it, great is his re- 
ward in Heaven. Defpair not, O my Soul9tlx)u 
baft to deal with a God, who will lay no more 
upon thee than thou art able to bear, but with 
the temptation will make thee a way to efcape, that 
tht)u may'ft be able to bear it ; one that doth not 
afflid the children of Men willingly j one that will 
certainly, if thou obftruft not his operation by thy 
wnbelief, fo order thy Winter^ that a moft glori- 
ous Spring and Summer (hall follow it. 

May be thy troubles are altogeher Spiritual 
and thou doft not complain fo much, becaufe 
thou art deditute of outward conveniences, as 
becaufe thy God is Departed from thee : A deep 
fenfe of thy fins afflidt thee, thou feeft the 
wrath of God hovering over thee, and God 
hides his face from thee, thou art afraid, thou 
doft not belong to him ; thou feeft not thy 
former tokens, nor feels thofe gracious influ- 
ences, which formerly watered and enriched all 
thy faculties ; but haft thou fuch low conceits 
of the everlafting kindnefs of thy God, O my 
Soul! Why (houldft thou believe he hath for* 
fakeo thee, when he doth give thee daily tefti- 
monies of his love ? What greater afiurance 
^nH thou have of God's love to thee, and of 
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Chrift's kind thoughts towards thee^ thad thy 
wearinefs of fin? Had not thou heard thy Sa- 
viottrcall. Come t^ mey all ye that are weary and 
heavy loaden^ and J will give ye reft > Art not thou 
weary of Iniquity ? Hadft not thou rather be 
rid of that burthen, than keep it 1 If thou art 
not heartily refolved to part with it, why doft 
thou complain? What makes thee cry out, O 
wretihed creature that 1 am^who fl^all deliver me fr^m 
the My pf this dtath 1 What makes thee wiib, that 
what thou haft done againft God, were undone? 
What makes thee afraid of offending God ? 
Why doft thou weep ? Why doft thou watch 
againft thy corruptions ? What makes thee angry 
with thy felf for difpleafiti^ God ? What makes 
thee breathe and pant after Chrift, as the wound-^ 
ed Hart pants after the Water Books? What 
makes Cbrift fo fweet, and (in fo bitter, to thee ? 
What makes thee afham'd of looking up to 
Heaven ? Whence is it, that all the Preferment 
and Riches of this World cannot tempt thee to 
iin wilfujly ? Whence is it, that thou de^igbteft 
not in the company of ftnners, but thy delight 
is chiefly in them that fear the Lord ? If thefe 
be not figns of Grace, what charadter of Mer- 
cy would'ft thou have ? Hath not thy God faid, 
that he^U k)ve thofe that do love him ? If thou 
loveft him not, why arc thou reftlefs till thou cm 
|oyeft him ? If thou loveft him not, why doft 
thou dcfire him ? Why art thou willing to follow 
him through mifery, and the greateft troubles^ 
to be for ever with him ? ThoU halt infirmities 
to wrellle withal, but hath not thy God pro- 
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mi^d thee, that he'l bruife Satan under thy feet 
ttiortly ? Thou canft not totally Mailer fucb a 
corruption^but doft not thou fight againft it ? Thou 
meeteft with Temptations, But doll not thon 
grapple with them ? Satan follows thee, but doft 
not thou refift him ? Thy Corifcience terrifies thee, 
but baft not thou the Crofs of Chrift to flie to f 
If God had a mind to kill thee, would he have 
ihewn thee all thefe things? U God were gone 
from thee, would not his Spirit be gone too ? If 
thou haft not the Spirit of God, what mean thy 
loi^ings; after God ? What means thy love 
to a Spiritual Life ? Why doft thou pray fo ear<^ 
neftiy for the Fruit of the Spirit ? Why art thou 
altogether for a clean Heart ? And for renewing of 
a r^ht Spirit within /thee ? Are not the figns of 
God's Spirit that warms thy afie6lions,and makes 
intercedion for thee with groanings that cannot be 
uttered ? God feems to go away, that thou muft 
cry more earneftly after him, and clouds his com-* 
forts, that thou mayHl fue for them with greater 
ioaportunity ; He lets thee fink a little, that thou 
may'ft cry with a louder Voice, Lord farve mt or 
elfe Iperijb ; and falls afleep in the Ship, that thou 
may'ft take the greater pains to wake him. He fees 
thou groweft weary of his Favour, he ther)eforc 
darkens it, thou may'ft be at fome trouble to re* 
cover it, and having recovered it, fet a greater 
price upon it ^ he withdraws himfelf for a while, 
that at his return thy joy may be fuller, and 
bids his gracious influences ftop a while, that 
whein they flow in upon thee agian^ they may 
fiU all thy Faculties with great gla^oefs; 
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thou canft not perform thy Duties with that 
datrity and chearfulnefs thou defireft, but 
baft ndt thou reafon to blefs God, that thou 
doft in good earneft defire to do better ? 
Was Heaven purchafed in a moment, or Sat 
conquered in an Hour ? Is not the way ta 
Life a race, where Men muft run on till they 
reach the mark .• Go on, O my Soul, go on ? 
the farther thou proceedeft in God's ways, the 
fweeter thou wilt find them ; the more thou 
ftriveft, the more thoul^t concjuer j and thef 
oftner thou doft addrefs thy fcif to God, the 
more thy duUnefs and wearinefs will vaniib i 
and the more thou lookeft upon the everlaft^ 
ing recompence, the greater mind thou wik have! 
to go on from (Irength to ftrengtb. O my 
Soul, hope in God, for I Ihall yet praife him^ 
who is the health of my countenance, and my 
God. 

IV, // difpofes a Man to he a worthy rccerOir of 
the hordes Suppir. Indeed I do not fee, how^ 
without it, a Man can receive any benefit by that 
Blefled Siurrament ; for it being an Ordinance de-^ 
figned chiefly to impregnate the Soul with very^ 
ftrong longings and breathings after a crucified 
Saviour, with a deep fcnfe of the incomprehen 
fible love of God in Chrift Jefus, and with ear- 
neft refolutions to love and obey him, before 
all \ht dilates of Fleih and Blood, and of our 
carnal intereft, it is not to be conceived, which 
way the Soul fhould arrive to all this, withotit 
tfonfidering the end/ nature^ add advantages of 
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this Sacriament ; and it's probable, a Man may 
then be afieded with this fublime Myftery, when 
he rouzes his Soul feme fuch way as this, Ooflt 
thou rightly underftand, O my Soul, what this 
great and tremendous Ordinance means? Be- 
hold, thou art going to feafl with that God, wha 
ff retches out the Heavens like a Curtain^ and lays 
the beams of his Chambers in the Waters^ and makes 
the Clouds bis Chariots^ a^d rideth upon the wings 
cf the wind. What, Feaft with fo glorious a 
God, and come li^tthout a Wedding Garment > 
Sup with him, who dwelleth in the Heavens, 
and not purifie thy Jelf^ even as he is pure ? Can 
two walk together except they be agreed ? What 
fellowihip hath righteoufnefs with uprighteouf- 
neis ? And what communion hath light with dark- 
nels ? What concord hath Chrift with Be/ial ? 
What agreement hath the Temple of God with 
Idols ? This is the great Ordinance, O my Soul, 
which muft either promote thy everlafting hap- 
pinefs, or aggravate thy everlafling condemna* 
tibn ; how happy may'u thou be, if this Sacra- 
ment charms thee into a fervent love to thy 
dear Redeemer ? But how wilt thou fcfcape, if 
thou negle^l fo great Salvation ? Here are the 
greateft engagements, the greateft motives to a 
hfe, as becomes the Gofpel of Chrift ; here God 
adjures thee ( to u(e the words of the Church ) 
by CbriJPs agony and bloody Jvoeat^ by bis crofs an/ 
paj/ionj by bis death and burial^ to bury thy U' 
clean defires, and inordinate affeftions, and A" . 

dedicate thy felf, and all thou haft, to his iV> 

vicfe Here is reprefented the greateft lov^ let* 
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ever was vouchfafed to Max ; here the Son ci 
God appears all bloody to fright thee from 
thy fins ; here Chrift is, as it were» crucified 
before thine Eyes, that remembring what it was 
that brought him to his Croft, thou maji^ft murnj 
as one that imwrns for bis only fin. Here Chrift 
appears laden with all the bleffings of Heaven j 
here the evcrlafting Trinity feems to ufe its ut- 
moft endeavours to perfuade thee into a hea- 
venly Converfation : Here the Defer t of Sin is 
difcovered in the wounds and torments of an 
infinite God ; and hither thou comeft, O my 
Soul, to renew thy Baptifmal Vow j hither thou 
corned to enter into a folemn Covenant with God, 
and faithfully to promife him to refign thy felf 
entirely to him ; to fall out with him no fiiore^ 
to defile thy garments no more ; to diffionour, 
to betray him no more ; to be faithful to bim, 
to vindicate bis glory, to efteem his frieflds as 
thy friends, and his enemies as thy enemies , 
and to live up to thofe Laws which he hath fealed 
with his own blood ; To this end, thoueateftof 
his Bread, and drinkeft of his V Vine ; and thus 
thou lealeft the Covenant. DofV not thou re- 
member,.© my Soul, how the World was Joft by 
mating of the ferbidden Tree ? Behold, by eac- 
tng of this Tree of Life, thou ihalt be faved 
for ever; in the breaking of the Coi^tcrated 
Breaf/^ thou fceft, how Chrift's Body was broken 
for thee, in pouring out of the Hallowed Wtnt^ 
thou feeft, how Chrift's Blood was fpiit for thee : 
r^al^te W^y Bread is reach'd out to thee, thon 
leeft ChHft Teaching out his crucified Body to 
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thee, that thou may 'ft fee in his hands tht print 
rftJbelfails^ and put thy finger into the mV;/ tf 
his tJails^ and thruft thine band into hi $ fide ^ and 
Ihelter thy felf under that wounded and mangled 
Body, againll the wrath and indignation of God. 
"When the Sacred Wine is given thee, thou fecft 
how Chrift offers thee his Blood for the remtflion 
of thy Sins. Canft thou behold fo great Love, 
atid not iofe thy reafon in the admiration of its 
jgreatnefs ? When thou feeft fuch condefcenfion, 
fuch kindnefs, fuch compailion, O canft thou for- 
bear crying out, O my Lord! What do I fee? 
What mean thefe longings of Almighty God after 
tny happinefis ? What means this induftry of that 
incomprehenfible Being, to be at all this charge 
and pains to make me blefled ? God, that might 
fport himfelf with my everlafting groans, what 
Heeded he have cared whether I were faVed or no ? 
God,who can be happy without company, and needsr 
no fociety but his own ; whence is it, that this 
mighty God humbles hirpfelf thus to duft and 
alhes,laysafide his Robes of Glory, and wooes me to 
be cpntent to lie for ever in his Arms and Bofom ? 
Would no other remedy ferve tu^n to recover me, 
but the death of the Son of God ? God, on whofe 
Laws I have trampled, whofe Authority I have 
flighted, whofe promifes and threatnings I have 
^dervahied, that he ihould be thus concerned for 
roy v(retfare,and contrive hpw to advance me unta 
Qfory, and contrive it by fuch ftupenduous means 
.tgo! Will God fuffer, thjrt I may not? Will the 
Eternal die, that I may not fall a prey to the fe- 
*^^ death ? Will Gpd be Crowned with Throns, 
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that I may wear an incorruptible Crown of Qlo^ 
ry ? Will God be affronted, abufed, and fcorned, 
that I may inherit glory, and honour, and immor- 
tality? What manner of love is this? Where is 
the fpring of it ? What's the impulfive caufe of it ? 
How full of miracles is every circumftance here ? 
How pleafant is this contemplation ? What / God 
love a little (lime and Earth? Omy God/ How 
wonderful is thy love? It is all Ocean; here is 
no Ihore to fetmy feet on / Be aftoniflied at it, O 
ye Heavens, and tremble, O thou Earth : The 
£ternal,the Immenfe Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
floops to a mifcrable Creature / The God, who 
fills Heaven and Earth with his Prefence, bows 
down to a poor inconfiderable Worm / He that fits 
on the Circle of the Earth, and before whom all 
the Inhabitants of the Earth are as Graihoppers 
humbles himfelf to take notice of a poor , for- 
lorn Wretch / Here is love indeed. Stay me voith^ 
flajm>nsy comfort me with apples ; my head grows 
giddy with the Precipice: Here is an abyfs 
of Love, which I cannot fathom ^ my head fwims 
at the fight of it ; uSenfe can furnifh me with 
nothing like it, I am filencM ; here is a love 
anfwers all arguments that are brought for going 
on in fin. Help me, O thou blefied Spirit; help 
me, O thou, who art fairer than the Children 
of Men ; help me, thou who art all Love and 
Life, help me, to admire thy Love. In this love 
are a thoufand charms; in this love are omnipo- 
tent enforcives to love God above all the World. 
Run, O my Soul, riin into this Banqueting- 
Houfc, the Banner whereof is Love. Is it ib, 
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and mud thou have perifhed, and been undone 
for ever, if the Son of God had not come in the 
flefli, and expiated thy crimes, and doth not AU 
mighty love deferve thy love ? See how the Am- 
bitious love the applaufe of Men, and wilt not 
thou love him who is brighter than the Sun ? See 
how the Rich Man is enamoured with his {late- 
ly Palace, and canft not thou love him, who hath 
done that for thee, which no Friend, no Money, 
no Gold, no Silver could have purchafed, viz. re- 
conciling thee to an offended God? Wilt thou 
flight this love, and hope to go unpuniihed ? Wilt 
thou make this love a refuge tor wilful Sins, and 
hope for the light of Chrift's countenance ? Will 
not he, who loved thee beyond all prefidents and 
examples, double and treble his indignation upon 
thee, if this love cannot melt thee into a truly Spi*^ 
ritual life ? Could the Devils but have fuch aa 
offer, of being partakers of the love of Chrift, how 
wovild they rejoyce and triumph, and love,and hor 
nour, and obey their God again, as once they did 
when they were inhabitants of Heaven I And wUt 
thou be worfe than a Devil,and fpurn at that Love 
which Angels (land aftoniihed at ? Were it thine 
own cafe, O my Soul j wouldft not thou revenge 
fuch ingratitude with all the feverity imaginable, 
and doom the Wretch that ihould affront fuch 
condefcenfion, to the direft flames ? Be wife, O 
my Soul, and provoke not that God to fwear in 
his wrath, that thou (halt never enter into his 
reft, who flees unto thee on the Wings o f Merey 
to embrace thee ; thou canft never have a nipre 
gloriQUs fight of God's love, on this fids Heaven, 
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than is difcwered to thee iii this Sacrament ; and 
If ever thoU wouldft be perfuaded to refign thy 
fclf entirely to thy Blefled Redeemer, make his 
Will thy Will, and defire what he defires, and 
hate what he hates, and love what he loves. O 
come hither to the Crofs, and fee the Son of God 
weeping for thy fins; come hither, and fee him 
fweat drops of blood for thy iniquities, and of^ 
fering thee pardon and reconciliation, and peace 
with Gbd, and accefs to the Throne of Grace, 
and Union and Communion with him j and if 
this be not enough, a Title to eterrial hap- 
pinefs, or a Right to that Throne, himfelf 'doth 
iiton. 

• But why fo backward, O my Soul, to come 
to the Table of thy Lord, where thou mayft 
drink Wine and Milk without Money, and with- 
out Price ; where thou ma>ft be fatisfied as with 
marrow and fatnefs, and eat of the living Bread, 
whereof whoever eats fliall live for ever ? Haft 
thou forgot the peremptory command of Chrifl, 
Do this in rememlrafice of ntel Is this remem* 
bring thy deareft Friend, to think of him fo- 
lemnly but once or twice a year? Shouldft not 
thou remember him as often as thou haft an op- 
portunity J Should thy Saviour remember thee 
no oftner, than thou doft his death and paffiori, 
how fearful would thy condition be ? Canft thou 
ieprefent his love too often to thy mind and affe* 
ft ions ? Caiift thou remember thy fins that brought 
him to the Crofs too often ? Art thou afraid of 
thinking too much of this Love, and confe- 
^uentl^ of being too Religious? Art thou afraid 
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of being too much enamoured with this Jefus ? 
Art thou afraid, that the fight of his broken Body 
will break thy heart too much? Art thou afraid, 
that the fight of his effufed Blood, will make 
thee pour out too many Tears and Prayers, and 
Praifes of his love ? Confidering how dull, how 
dead thou art, thou hadft need come frequently to 
the Crofs to have thy afFe(9:ions fuppled and foft^ 
ned with this precious Blood : How frail is thy 
memory, and is it not fit, thou fliouldfl refrcfh it 
often with the fight of Cbrift's Incomprehenfible 
love ? Art thou afraid of renewing thy Repentance, 
thy Faith, thy Hope, thy Charity, too often ? The 
oftner thou doft refort to this blefled Communion, 
the greater will be thy acquaintance with thy beft 
of Friends ; the greater fenfe thou wilt get of the 
need and want of him, the greater encouragement 
thou wilt find to imitate him in his Holinels, Meekw 
nefs. Patience, and Humility; and the greater af- 
furance thou wilt get of his Love, and Favour, and 
Pardon, and everlalting Mercy .* And are thefe blef- 
fings to be fcorned and undervalued ? Thou pre- 
tended want of preparation, but whofc fault is it 
that thou art not prepared ? What can hinder thee 
from preparation, but love to fin ? And ihall love 
to a fenfual carelefs life, hinder thee from laying 
hold of the greateftTreafure? Will this plea hold, 
when thou fhalt appear before the great Trib i- 
nal ? O my Soul, this is to excufefin by fin, an J 
to defpife God s Ordinance, becaufe thou defpi- 
feft his commands ; and how will this aggravate 
thy folly one day, and fill thee with fhame and 
l^orror! Q play not with everlafting Mercy, 
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let not bufinefs hinder thee from advancing thy 
Spiritual and Eternal Intereft ; remember what 
became of the Men, that pretended they had Farms 
to fee, and Oxen to try, and Wives to Marry, 
when they were invited to the Supper of the Lamb; 
.canft thou think of the Proteftation of the Mailer 
of the Feaft, againft thefc flubborn Wretches, 
and not conclude thy Fate, by their being ex- 
cluded from God's favour for ever ? If it be a 
fenfe of thy own vilenefs and unworthinefs that 
beeps thee away, thou miftakefl, and mifrepre- 
fenteft the goodnefs of thy Lord and Mailer. 
No perfons more welcome at his Table, than the 
humble and broken-hearted ; none meet with a 
more favourable reception, than the poor in Spi- 
rit ; thefe the Crucified Jefus prays for on his 
Crofs, Father forgive them ; and the everlafting 
Father hears, and faith to them, Be of good cbeer^ 
your fins are forgiven you. 

V. // prepares a Man for an Angelical life hereon 
Earth J for he that frequently confiders and con» 
templates the Joys, the Triumphs, the Scepters, 
the Crowns, the Diadems of yonder Kingdoni, 
the everlafting love, and peace and latisfafti- 
on, which Angels and gbrified Saints enjoy, can* 
pot but think himfelf, during that Confiderati- 
pn in Heaven, and participating of that con- 
tent and happiriefs, which is pofle^d by the gene- 
ral aflembly of the Firft-born which are writ- 
ten in Heaven. Indeed this is to make Earth a 
Heaven, and to change this Wildernefs into a Pa- 
iradife, a,Clofetinto the Seat of Glory, and a De- 
part ipto thofe Regions of Blils and Happinefe 
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How like an Angel may that Man live, that is 
often engaged in fuch Confiderations as thefe. 
Heaven ! what do I hear ? Heaven ! The Harbour 
of all laden and wearied Souls! Heaven/ The 
end of all my forrow and miferies ! Heaven ! The 
Port 1 have been f^ing to thefe many years ! Hea- 
ven! The Inheritance of thofe that keep thcm- 
felves unfpotted from the World ! Heaven/ The 
Reft of God's Servants^ and the habitation of the 
Mourners in Sionl Heaven/ The great mark of 
my defires, the Anchor of my Hope, the Founda- 
tion of my Confidence / Heaven ! The Univerfity , 
where we fhall know even as we are known ! How 
undifturbed^ how quiet, do all the Inhabitants of 
thofe bleffcd Manfions live/ There reft thofe 
Saints, who were made as the filth of the World, 
and as the ofFfcouring of all things ; how diffe- 
rent are the thoughts of God from thofe of the 
World? Thefe Men the World regarded not, 
behold God remembers them, and when he makes 
up his Jewels, fpares them, as a Man would fpare 
his own Son that ferves him / There refts that 
Mary Magdalen^ that ftood behind Chrift at his 
feet, weeping, and wafhing his feet with her 
Tears, and did wipe them with the hair of her 
head, and kifs*d them, and anointed his head 
with ointment. There refts that Lazarus^ who 
defired to be fed with the crumbs that fell from 
the Rich Man's Table. There refts that David^ 
that made his Bed to fwjm, and watered his 
Couch with his Tears. There reft all the Pro- 
phets of old, who through Faith fuhdued King^ 
doms^ wrought Righteoufnefs^ obtained Promifes^ 
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flopped the Months ofLions^ quetiched the violence ajT 
the Fire^ efcaped the edge of the Sword^ out of u?eak^ 
nefs were made flr&ngj waxed valiant inffhty turn* 
ed to flight the Armies of the Aliens. 1 be reft of 
all thofe Souls, that looked for that blefled hope, 
and the glorious appearance of their Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. The reft of thofe Martyrs and Confef- 
fors, that were ready, not only to fuffer, but to 
die alfo, for the Name of the Lord Jefus- There 
they reft, encircled with an eternal calm; There 
they reft, incompafted with an innumerable com* 
pany of Angels. There they reft, furrounded 
with the Gracious Prefence of a merciful God. 
There they reft from all the calumnies and flan- 
ders of this poor envious World. There they 
reft from all Darknefs, in eternal Light, and in 
the Beams of the Sun of Righteouinefe, for 
ever. 

Awake, O my Soul, awake, advance into 
yonder Regions of Glory, retire into yonder 
Paradife, leave this World, and go higher ; let 
thy thoughts tranfcend the Sun, and Moon, and 
Stars ; get before the Throne of God j take a 
view of the ftill Waters, whereof the vaft Ar- 
mies of Glorified Spirits drink, where they are, 
there are no Wolves, no Tyg^rs, no Bears, no 
Lions, as in this barren VViTdernefs; in thofe 
happy fhades is no noife, but that of Hallelujahs; 
no Difcontent, no War, no Dillentions inhabit 
there ; there all agree, there Ephraim is no more 
againft Manajje^ nor Manajfe againft Bphraim^ 
nor they both againft Juda^ but all are delight: 
ed with the evcrlafting Glory and Love of God ,• 

there 



tf CotdiMatiotu 36^ 

there they hunger and thirft no more. Wonder* 
ful change / Here, O my Soul, thou art ever 
thirfiing after God, as the dry Land thirfteth after 
Water $ there thou (hak be fatisfied with him to 
all Eternity ; here thou longed after the hidden 
Manna^ there it will never be taken from thee ; 
here, like Solomotfs Bride, by night on thy Bed 
thou fcek'ft him, who is altogether Jovely ; there 
his Beauty and Prefence will raviih thee for even 
I^ere, though thy defires after the Bleflings of 
God's left hand, be fubordinate to thy defires af- 
ter fpiritual Mercies, and thy efieem of God pre- 
ponderates, and b higher than thy efieem of any 
outward felicities ; yet, while fo nearly allied to 
Senfe, thou canfl: not fo abandon Nature, as to 
have no longings at all after external comforts, 
and conveniencies ; but in Heaven, all perifhine 
fublunary obje£l:s are forgotten ; there thofe Friends 
and Relations, thofe Children, thofe Honour?, 
thofe Riches, which too often made too great 
an encroachment on thy Love, will be no at- 
traflives ; there thou wilt be contented without 
Bread, fatisfied without Drink; the want of 
Cloaths will not trouble thee, thou wilt have no* 
bier Friends than Father and Mother, and Bre- 
thren and Sifters to converfe withal j nobler Food, 
than the Delicacies of this World j nobler attire, 
than Silk, or the fofteft Down can make ; there 
will be no need of contriving how to get a 
livelihood .• Palaces will not not tempt thee. Gar- 
dens will not entice thee. Gold wUl not dazzle 
thee, the greatnefs of the World will affeft thee no 
fnore than Pebbles ; the glittering Diamond will 
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make no impreflions on thee, and all . thy wants 
and neceflities wiU be fully fupplied by an im- 
mortality of Joy, and Glory. Here the warm 
Sun of profperity makes thee fom^times forget,and 
neglect the great work of thy Salvation, makes 
thee apt to grow weary of Fafting and Prayer, and 
MortiBcation, and Self-denial, and apt to yield 
unto Satans Temptations ; but there the Tempter 
muft tempt thee no more, he dares not fully thofe 
Chrydalline walks with his fleps, he dares not 
come near that Holy place, it's pad his skill, ho\v 
to incommode, or moleft, a glorified Spirit. Here, 
often like Jonas^ thou fitteft rejoicing under thy 
Gourd and Vine, and while thou art folaciag thy 
felf, the Gourd withers, and the Sun fcorches thy 
Body, and thou groweft faint j there this annoy- 
ance will have an end, there thou wilt live above 
the Sun, and that which is now thy Ceiling, iliall 
be then thy Footftool. On Earth, when Chrift is 
pleafed to commuuicate himfelf unto thee, it's 
here a little^ and there a little^ and he gives thee 
but fprinklings of his Grace j for while thou art 
in this Tabernacle of Fleflb, thou art dot capaci- 
ous enough to receive or entertain that ftupendi- 
ous Light ill it's full Virtue, and Power, and Ma- 
jefty ; but when thy Veffel of Clay, thy Body 
ihisill be fliattered into Duft, and Atomes, and 
thou (halt be freed from thy Prifon, and li^^e 
like thy felf, all Underftanding, all Intelleft, all 
Spirit, the Sun that fliines, in the highcft Hea- 
vens, and irradiates the Throne of God, even 
the Lord Jefus ChrlJU will then reveal himfelf 
to thee, in his full Spendor and Glory, thine 
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£yes will then be ftrong enough to look upon that 
glorious and immenfe Globe of Light, and thou 
Inalt be like unto the Angels of God; thy extra- 
vagant paffions will then ceafc for ever ; thy grief, 
thy forrows, will have no admittance into thofe 
Seats of Blifs^thou'lt be refined then from all thofe 
turbulent motions, which do now lo often difcom- 
pofe thy reft. Her& the death of a near Relation 
troubles thee, there thou wilt be above all trouble 
and vexation ; here thine anger, like that ofMofisy 
doth often wax hot, becaufe thou feeft thy God 
difhonoured^and his Comitiands trampled upon ; 
there thou wilt fee no fuch difmal fights; here a 
fin thou fall*{l into agajinft thy will, makes thee 
wifh for Rivers ot Tears, there tlty grief will be 
buried in eternal exultations, there thy paliSons 
will be ^11 calm, and, like water after a fbrm, 
lookfmooth, and quiet; there will be no diforder 
in thy , afieftions, but like a Quire of tuneable 
Voices, theyl meet in everlaftingharmony ; there 
no affliftion mud come after thee, Here with 
JMofes, thy Body may be thrown into the Water, 
mthJofephc2& into Prifon,With Shadrack^Mefcbeck 
and Ahednego^ flung into a fiery Furnactv^^th Da* 
ftiel hurried into a Lion's Den, ftoned <l4th thcPro* 
phets, crucified with St- Peter^ thrown' down from 
a Precipice with St. James ^ caft into a Kettle of 
boiling Oil with St. John^ thruft through with 
a Launce as St. Thomas^ bound to a Tree with 
St. Andrewy fley'd mthStSdrtholcniffVy burnt with 
'^Policarp^ torn by wild Bo^Hs with Ignatius^ in all 
-which afflictions thou caftft not but fympa- 
thize with thy individual Gompanion^ for it't 
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by thee, that thy Body feels the torments it eti^ 
dures ; but^ in that Heaven, that glorious Hea- 
ven, no Enemy can reach thee^ no Devil fright 
thee, no ftorm furprize thee, no Monarch frown 
on <thee, no Sicknefs break thee, no diflemper 
crufii thee, no Age wade thee, no Danger (hake 
thee, no Tyrant threaten thee, no Lions meet 
thee, no Tyger tear thee, no Sword peirce thee^ 
ioo publick Commotions ftartle thee, ; the Sua 
fliall not light on thee, nor any heat, for thou 
art fecure under the fhadow of the Almighties 
Wings for even The I^mb, which is in the 
mtdft of thyThrone, fhall feed the by his ever- 
lading Society. Here it is^ A little whiky anijou 
JhaU lua fee me i and again a little tvhile^ andyoujhAll 
fee me ; but there, with open face, and without a 
filafs thou wilt look upon his Majefty for ever ; 
JHlere Chrifi: comes and departs; there he will ne- 
ver remove out of thy fight, there his everlafting 
love will fupport thee, there his kindne& will be 
fubjed to Clouds and Eclipfes no more, there 
thou wilt not be able to turn thy Eyes away from 
him. This is that Lamb, that will give thee to 
drink of l^„ everlafting Springs, Springs which 
can nevettbt^ drawn dry,* Springs, which can no 
more decay, than the Son of God decays; He is 
the everlafting Fountain of Delight, and in this 
Fountain, thou flialt bathe and recreate thy felf 
for ever, his Attributes, his Kingdom, his Bcau- 
<^ty, fhall charm and ravifli thee for eVer j there 
thou ftialt be in an everlafting extafie pf joy i 
there thou wilt not need to cry out with Sfc 
JSernardy thld^ Lor 4^ for wj: Heart is notaile te 
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xentain thoje Joys which thou Jofi fo liberally pour 
out upon me ; that everlafting Fountain of joy and 
content, and fatis£a.Aion, ihall both fili and ena- 
ble t bee to bear that fulnefsof joy and delight; 
which ihall then appear unto thee ; the remem^ 
brance oiChrifl^s Merits, and Benefits, and what 
Cbrifi had done for thee, will then tranfport thee 
into everlafting Praifes and Celebrations of his 
Goodnefs, Songs as endlefs as thy duration will 
be. The Rivers that water that Garden of God 
ihall be a perpetuum mobile^ running and flowing to 
all Eternity. In this Paradife are living, no {land- 
ing Waters; when Millions oi Ages are pad, thy 
Glory ihall be iiill green and lively, and after 
many thoufands of years, thy happinefs, like Aa^ 
rofi% Rod, ihall bud and blofibtn, and bear Fruit. 
O my &>ul, when that inexhauilible Fountain 
fades, and not till then, need'it thou be afraid 
that thy delights will fade ; there God will put 
an end to all thy Tears ; What Rhetcx'ick can reach 
the favour ? The Tears thou didil fhed for fin ? 
the Tears which a deep fenfe of thy Spiritual po- 
verty did force firom thee, the Tears which Tri- 
bulation and Ansaifli did command from thine 
Eyes, thefe will aJl then be waihed away. 

How amiable are thy Tabernacles^ Lord God §f 
Hofts i My Soul hngeth^ yea even faint e thy for the 
Courts of the Lord: My heart and tny Flejk cryetb 
out for the Living God^ When fhall I c^me to appear 
before thee? When ihall I ihake ofFthis Cl<^ of 
the Fleih , and praife thee day and night in thy 
Temple; When fliall I be freed from this Earth 
and Drcks, and do thy Will, Q my God; with- 
out Let, or Interruption ? O 
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O my Soul ! Doft thou believe fuch a Heaven ] 
where no good fhall be abfent, and canil thou be 
hunting after the husks and empty (hells of fenfu- 
al pleafure > How little do the Inhabitnnts of that 
New Jerufalem mind the Pomp and Grandeur of 
this World? They have nobler objefts to mind, 
and more delightful employments to take up 
their minds and thoughts •* Didft thou live more 
in this Heaven, O my Soul how wouldft thoii 
look down upon this Earth, as an iaconfidera- 
Ue trifle? How little wouldft thou regard what 
Man can do unto thee? How contentedly might- 
eft thou part with all that the World counts dear 
and precious, for Chrifi his fake, as knowing 
that there is laid up for thee the Crown of Righ* 
teoulhefs, which the Righteous Judge will give 
to thee one day^ and not only to thee, but to 
all thofe, that love his appearaece? Look up 
on the Primitive Martyrs, O my Soul, they 
broiled ill Flames, but looked upon that Hea- 
ven and fmiled. St. Stephen hath a thou£ind 
Stones flying about his Ears, but looks upon 
that Heaven, and the Glory of God appears 
upon his face. Abraham fojourns in the Land of 
Promife, as in a ftrange Country, dwelling in 
Tabernacles with Ifaac and Jacoh^ but Looks for 
a City which hath Foundations and goes on 
triumj^ing. Mofes fufFers afflidion with tbe 
People of Godi but hath refpeft unto the rc- 
compence of Reward, and cfteems the Reproach 
of C/wj? greater Rid^MSs than all the Treafures of 
Egypt. The Apoftles ^fe Scourged and beaten 
ipdt thQ;Xeftin^ny of Jefus^ but looked upon this 
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Heaven, aiid deptrt from the Council tejoyciagi 
beeaufe they were counted worthy to fu^r for 
the Name of the Lord Jefus, St, Paul five times 
of the fetvs receives forty (Iripes fave one, chricQ 
is he beaten with Rods, once he is iloned, tbdce 
he fufiers Shipwrack, a Night and a Daiy he is' 
in the Deep, in journey ings ofoen, in cold and 
nakednefs ; but. What ails the Man ? he fings; 
his heart dances for joy under all thefe Troubles*' 
O my Soul, he faw,. he few, that his light Af- 
fliflion, which was but for a moment, would 
work for him a far mora exceeding and eternal 
we^ht of Glory. 

O my God, give me but my portion in this Hea- 
ven, and I defire no more ; Come what will come; 
Sword, Fire, Imprifonment, Hunger, Thirft,* 
Nckednefe, Di%race, Reproach, Perils by S6a, 
and Perils by Lands, Enemies, Devik, Fiends,' 
Poverty, Sicknels, Exile, &C4 Here is a Jewel," 
will counterballance aU< O give me but a Room 
in that great Houfe, made without hands, Eternal 
in the Heavens, and then cut, burn, torture, and 
afflid me, let Storms and Tempefls come, Ml 
fight againft them with my Title to that Inheri- 
tance, which £ides not away ; This fhall quench 
^U the fiery Darts of the Devil, this Ihall bear up 
my head above water, this (halt hufh all my dii* 
contented thoug^hts ; this ihall be my refuge in a: 
fiorm, my hiding place in flames, my portion 
in poverty, my pillow in great anguifli, my li- 
berty in Prifon, my cordial in temptations, my 
Elixir in a fwoon, my prop when I flumble, my 
Laurel when it thunders, my Rock in perfecu* 
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tlanMY Safeguard in Deftniaion, my lidit in tbe 
midft of Darknefs, my Go/hen ia this I^/pt^ my 
Ship under the fierceft Billows, my Shidd when I 
am af&ulted, my Helmet when I am in danger^ my 
encouragement when I do refift^ my Crown when 
I conquer, my Manna in the Wildernefs, my Food 
in the Defart, my Rofe to fmeli to in a Dungeon, 
my Guide in my Journey, my Pole^ftar in my Voy- 
age, my Stafi in my Pilgrimage, my Song in my 
Mifery, my All, when Death and Hell confpire 
into my Ruin. 

VI. // makes a Man prudent an J difcreet infecnlar 
affairs and hujinefs. GDnfidefation, as it is a very 
great improvement of Man's Reafoa, fo it cannot 
but be very uleful to him in governing his liBcular 
Affairs with difcretion. Confideration makes a 
Man mafler of his Reafon, and that Man muft needs 
zQt more wifely, that hath his Reafonat Command, 
than he that makes it a (lave to every flattering 
pafTion ; and (ince it is confefled, that the fear 
of God hath that influence upon all human Af« 
fairs, that it difpofes a Man to a wife and pruden- 
tial management of them, Confideration muft of 
decelTity be of the fame Virtue and Efficacy; for 
this fear of God is the immediate produft of 
Confideration. I deny not, but Men, wife in Spi- 
ritual, are not always fo in Temporal, concerns ; 
for either their fcrupulous CqnfcienceS) or fear of 
having their Hearts carried out too much after the 
World, or their giving themfelves wholly to Hea* 
trenly employments, may make them carelefs and 
unmmdful of things belonging to this World ; 

but 
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but ftill in its nature and tendency^ this circum- 
fpeftion in things, which concern a Chriftian's 
Soul, is able to fhed wifdom and difcretion in- 
to his carriage and behaviour, in things which' 
appertain to this prefent life ; hence, from a 
Man who ferioufljr confiders he hath a Soul to 
be faved, you may expeft great order in his Fa- 
ixiiiy, a prudent forefight of dangers, and a mo- 
derate care to (hun them, great temper in dif- 
courfe, and exaft Juftice in his dealings, and ren. 
dring to all their dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is 
due; Cufiom to whom Cuflomy Fear to whom Fear I 
Honour to whom Honour j As the Apoflles phrafe 
is, Rom. 13.7- 

■ In ail probability it was the attentive conff- 
deration of his Spiritual concerns, that made 
DcHJid both valiant and prudent in matters; as* 
he is called, i Sam. 16. 18. and, to what can we 
afcribe Jofeph's and DaniePs difcreet Government 
Off themfelves, and their fecular af&irs, but to 
that Piety and Goodnefs, which, by long and 
ferious Confideration, they had fettled in their 
Breads ? When a Man^s ways pleafe the Lord^ he 
makes even his very Enemies to teat peace with him^ 
i. e. He doth not only, by an extraordinary pro- 
vidence, turn their hearts towards him, but in- 
fufes wifdom and difcretion into his Soiil, fo to' 
behave himfelf towards his Enemies, that they, 
cannot but bury their hatred, and return to their 
fornier friendihip, and civility, ?rov. i5. 7* 
He that confiders his ways, with reverence to 
his Eternal (late and condition, his ways cannot, 
but pleafe the Lord, and fuch Wifdom, if he. 

Bb X ft^nd 
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ftand not in his own light, will furely (all to his 
ihare, and hereof we need no other proof, but 
common experience. 

The Man, who truly minds his cverlafting in- 
terefV, and fo confiders the account he mull give 
10 God, when this life is ended, as to provide for 
that gr^at and dreadful Audit, thinks himfelf o- 
bliged to ufe what cautioufnefs he can, that he 
may not wrong his God, his Sbul,and his Neigh- 
bour ; and this cautioufnefs cannot but make him 
prudent in his Secular Vocation ; hence fucb a 
Man hath commonly his Wife, Children, and 
Servants, in better order than other Men, and 
mingles that fweetnefs and kindnefs with his gra- 
vity or fcverity, that they may have encourage- 
ment to love him^and dread offending a far greater 
Mafler in Heaven ; there is not that difconteot, 
that emulation, that ill language, that backbit- 
ing, that luxury, that extravagance, thattumuk 
in fuch a Man's Family, as is to be obferved in 
Houfcs, where little of God and Eternity is re* 
garded. Such a perfon fpends in his houie no 
more but what is decent and convenient, and fo 
provides for thofe of bis own Houfhold, as not to 
forget doing good to the Levite^ mJ to the Wi- 
dow ^ and to the Father lefs^ Deut. 14. 28,19. 
His Speech is commonly with grace, feafoned 
with Salt, full of raeeknefs and gravity, and 
therefore lefs offenfive, and he takes heed that 
it may not be laid to his charge, that he hath 
bellowed more to feed his pride and luxury, 
than Cbrifi's diftrcfTed Members ; and, in pob- 
Uck affairs,, or places of great Truflj, fuch a Maa 

as 
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as minds, firft Heaven, and then Earth, iifually 
difeofvcrs far greater wifdom in management pf 
State affairs, than thofc who firft mind Earth, and 
Heaven, when they have nothing elfe to do ; foi 
his Principles lead him fo to carry himfelf to Man^ 
as not to affront his<5od,and to advife his King to 
nothing but what is truly great and glorious, and 
beneficial for the Realm he governs : And, as a 
Prince may confide in fuch a Perfon, more than 
in a fenfual Man, fo he hath reafon to believe, 
that all things will profper better in his band, 
than in the others, bccaufe he firft feeks the Ho- 
nour of God, and then the happinefe of his King, 
and the Honour of that Nation he is a Member 
of J which is a thing fo pleafing to God, that 
there is nothing more frequent with him, than to 
blefs fuch honeft endeavours, and to crown them 
with fuccefs and profperity. 

And certainly, he that can confider, how to 
keep himfelf from the everlafting evil, may, with 
greater eafe, prevent temporal mifqhief and dan- 
ger, which depend upon the imprudence of his 
a£):ions; he that can row againft the Stream, 
may with great facility, row with it ; he that 
can chcarfully go up the Hill, will find no great 
difficulty in going down ; he that can do that 
which his Nature hath more than ordinary aver- 
(ion from, may more eafily do that which h s 
nature hath a ftrong byafs and inclination to : 
And he, whofe Mind will ferve him to turn away 
the ever burning Wrath of Almighty God, can- 
not want judgment and prudence to prevent the 
Wrath aod Anger of thofe Men he converfes 

B b 3 with. 
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withal : And he that can^ by ferlous Confidera- 
tion, make Cure of a feat in Heaven, carinot want 
power to confider, how to managp the Eftate 
God hath given ^ h^m in this World, to God's 
Glory and his Neighbours good.- And though 
Men, that are very conficlcrate in their Soul-con- 
cerns, do not always ufe that prudence we have 
mentioned in the concerns of this prcfent World; 
yet it is fuifiicient, that if thqy will make ufe of 
that light, and thofe arguments^ whic)i their 
Reafon; thus improved by Confideratibn, doth 
furnifh them withal, they may moft certainly ar- 
rive to this Wifdom and difcretion, in lecular con- 
cerns and bufinefles, which we have b%h fpeak- 
ing of. Indeed, it's very rational, that he that 
exercifes his reafon fnuch, and examines the na- 
ture, ends, caufes, circumdances and confeqiiences 
of things, as he muft do, that ferioufly confidcr? 
the things that belong unto his everlafting peace, 
would arrive to more than ordinary wildom id 
other things ; and that he that^s prudent in the 

{;;reater, (hould be able to proceed prudently ia 
efler matters; that he ivho is faithful in muchy 
JhouU he faithful in a little alfo ; and that htwho is 
juft in the true Riches^ jhould be very jufiin the Mam* 
Monofmrightevufnefs too^ as WjB tcad^Luke i6r lOt 
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CHAP. Vlf. 

A fathetkal Exhortation to Men^wbo are jet fl rangers 
to aferions^ religious life^ to con filer their ways j 
the voilfulnefs of their negleSl^ how dangerous itisf 
hov^ inexcmjable they are^ how inhuman to GoJy and 
their own Souls j how reafonahle God^s requefis are^ 
andhowjuftly God may turn that power of Confidera^ 
tion he hath given them^ into hltndnefs and hardnefs 
of hearty fince they make fo ilia ufeofitj &c. 

AN D now. Reader, whoever thou art, that 
doeft yet wallow, or allow thy felf in any 
known {\% and art not finoerely refolved to dole 
with the ternw of ChriJPs Eternal Gofpel, let me 
adjure thee, by the mercies of God, not to rcjedt-, 
or (bpercUiouily to defpife, what here we have 
propofed. As thou art a Man, and owelt civi- 
lity to all Creatures, that have the fignature of 
Man upon them, be but fo kind and civil to 
this Difcourfe,as to allow it fome ferious thoughts. 
Either thou haft a rational Soul, or thou haft 
not ; if thou haft, let me entreat thee, by the 
Bowels of Jefusy to confider, whether this pre- 
fent World be all the Sphere that God intended 
it fliould move in j if it be not, and if how 
to fecure the happinefs of the World to come, 
be the chief thing this thy Soul is defigned 
for? Why wilt thou fruftrate God in his ex- 
peftation? Why wilt thou go contrary to all 
Creatures,and wilt not profecute the end for which 
thy Soul was made, and Ihed into thy Body? 

Bb4 That 
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That there is fuch a thing as a life tocome, andaa 
Eternity of Joy and Torment ; the one promifed 
to a drift and Heavenly con ver fat ion, the other 
threatned to a loofe and carelefs^or fenfaallife, can- 
pot be call'd into queftion by him, that ihall im- 
partially rcfleft upon the premifles.- It's certain, 
the things which concern that other life, are not 
difcover'dby our fen fes, and therefore thoucanft 
not hope to be affefted with them that way* It's 
thy reafon only that can and mud apprehend tbat 
future (late, and fo apprehend it, as to work up* 
on thy affeftions. But which way is it poflible 
thy reafon fhould fo apprehend it, as to fright thee 
from thy evil courfes, except it be improved by 
jConfideration ? Sinner, I do here, in the prefence 
of God, conjure thee by all that's good and holy, 
by the intereft and welfare of thine own Soul,by 
all the Laws of felf-intereft,by the Revelations of 
the Son of God, by all that God ever did for M an- 
|cind,by that love which tranfcendsthe underftand- 
ings of Men and Angels, by the groans of thofe 
imifcrable Souls \yhich are now in Hell, by all the 
joys pfParadife, by the teftimony of thine own 
'Confcience, by all the mdtions of God's Spirit in 
thy h!?art, by all the merties thou doil receive 
from Heayen, by that Allegiance thou oweft 
to God, by ^l^at faithfulnefs thou oweft to 
thinp pwn ^oulj I do mofl ferioufly conjure 
thee to tell me, whether thou art not able to 
gnfi^cr the evil of thy couffes, the beauty of 
Jl^ s ways, and the fad cpnfequences of fen- 
mmy^ thou deoieft thy own being 'denieft 
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God*$ favour to thy Soul, denieft the Glory of 
thy Creatioo^denieft the mod vifible and the moft 
apparent thing in the World, if thoii denieft thy 
ability in this point ; and if thou art able to 
confider fo much, What injuftice can it be in 
God to demand an account of this Coofideration ; 
Wherein doth he do thee an injury, if he doth 
what thou haft done with this power ? Wert thou 
in God's ftiead, wouldft not thou require the fame 
accout of thy Servant, on whom thou badft 
beftowed fuch a Talent ? If thou art ^ble, and 
wilt not take thy finfulnefs into ferious Confidera* 
tion, Can there be any thing more juft in the 
World, than thy damnation? How eafie were it 
for thee to lay home the danger thou art in ; and 
feeing it is fo eafie, How juft is it with God to 
let thee periih in that danger, thou art refolv'd, 
in defpight of all God's endeavours to the con- 
trary, to fall and fink into ? O Chriftian, how 
dreadful will it be for thee, when Chrift ftall 
depart from thee, with this doleful exclamati- 
on, How often would I have gathered thee^ as a 
Hen doth gather her Chickens under her Wings^ 
and thou wouldft not ? Wouldefi not > This is 
it that makes thy everlafiing torments juft* O 
Sinner, that God fliould invite thee to Heaven, 
and thou put him off with this Anfwer, / will 
not ! That God ihould carefs thee to become his 
Darling, and thou voluntarily and freely lift thy 
fclf in the Catalogue of the Devils favourites 
and Votaries / That God ihould leave no means 
untried, to melt thy ftubborn heart, and thou 
deiperatcly fight againft his Heaven! And when 
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he would thruft thee into it, violently break 
loofe from him, and lay force upon damnation / 
How inexcufable will this make thee ? What Mao, 
what Angel, can, or dares plead for thee, atcer 
fuch horrid wilfulnefs ? By it thou ihutteft up 
ail Mens Compaffion againft thee. Were thy 
error an infirmity, or had invincible ignorance 
caufed thy folly, (ome or other polfibly might 
be moved to fpeak in favour of thy concerns ; 
but that thou, knowing the will of God, and 
having power to think what the end of thy courfes 
will be, and power to avoid the danger, and 
power to pray for help, a gracious God to en* 
courage thee, a glorious Reward to entice thee, 
Eternity to fright thee, the everlafting Gulph 
to flartle thee, ihouldfl, in defpight of all thefe 
Motives, wilfully and malicioufly fliun thine own 
cure! This is a malady, which no Creature cin 
juftly fhed a tear, or frame an Apology, for. 
Be aftoniftied, O ye Heavens, and tremble, O 
thou Einh ! Ye Angels, that rejoyce at a Sin- 
ners Converfion here on Earth ; O all ye that 
pafs by, behold and fee, whether there be a for- 
row as fuch a Sinner's forrow is ? We have read 
of Men that have eaten their Enemies, or Mon- 
fters that have devoured their own Children; 
but here is one devours himfelf, inhuman to a 
prodigy ! One that contrives how to ihut himfelf 
out ot Heaven,, plots how to undermine bis ever- 
lafting Salvation, and ftudies how to fink into 
the dungeon of defperation. 

Sirs, What is it that we are exhorting you un- 
to? Is it to dig down Mountains? Is it to pxhauft 

the 



the Sea? Is it to pull down the Sun from his 
Orb ? Is it to revede the courfe of Nature ? Is it 
to work Miracles ? Is it to unhinge the Earthy or 
to (lop the {[\i% and reilux of the Ocean ? One 
would think, by the earnefl: and vehemency of 
expreflions, we are forced to ufe, that it mud be 
fomething beyond the power of Man ; But no, all 
that we keep this (lir for is only, that you would 
confent to be happy, contrive how to inherit an 
incorruptible Crown, and think ferioufly how to 
efcape your own torment ; and needs there any 
intreaty for this ? One would think you fliouid 
irun to US) break down the doors of our habita- 
tions, pull us. out of our Studies, interrupt us 
though we we never fo bufie, and importune 
us, as that Widow did the Judge, and follow 
us day and night to be fatisfied, the thing is of 
tliat importance. And Oh! did you but believe 
an Eternity, you would do fo. Believe/ Why, 
what fliould hinder you from believing it ? What 
Arguments can you defire that you bave not? 
Can there be any thing furer than the Word of 
God ? Can there be a greater Witneis than the 
Son of God ? God cannot deceive you, he can- 
not impofe upon you, he cannot delude you ; 
dare to believe him ; Though you have not look'd 
into Hell, certainly there is one; though you 
have not feen the Joys above, yet fuch Joys there 
are .• And, toconfider, to ftudy, to ponder, how 
to arrive to them: is the great thing we prefs upon 
you, as being fenfible of your danger, fcnfible 
that death will arreft you before you are aware 
of it, fenfible that many thoiifands are for ever 

miferable 
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miferable for negledkig fuch exhortations. O 
Sirs, we do not envy your worldly happincfs ; 
we dare aflure you, that it is not any grudge we 
have againfl; your prosperity, that makes us put 
you in mind of thefe unwelcome Leflbns ; we 
have a God calling upon us, to flop you in your ear- 
neftnefs for the World : Woe to u«, if we give you 
no warning ! Woe to you, if ye take no warning! 
If making provifion for the fleCh, to fulfil theluds 
thereof, would make you happy; if rioting and 
drunkennefs, chambering and wantonnefs, and 
rolling in all the pleafures that your fleih does 
promife, and your fancy pay, could contribute 
any thing to your felicity ; if folacing your felves 
in the wanton (Ireams of fenfuai delights would 
lead you into Paradife, we promife you, we would 
not moleft or diflurb you in your ways ; nay, 
if you had not Souls to be faved, did your Spi- 
rits die with your Bodies, we would not flint 
you in your jollities. But oh/ can we read, 
how the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven 
againfl all ungodlinefs andunrighteoufnefsof Men, 
and fee you fall a prey to that indignation ? 
Can we read how Tribulation and Anguifli fhall 
certainly fall upon every Soul that doth evil, and 
not fpeak to you to prevent it? Can we read, 
how the Lord Jefus, will e'er long come from 
Heaven in flames of fire, to take vengeance of 
thofe who have continued to difobey his Go* 
fpel, and to punifti them with everlafling de- 
flruftion from tbe Prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power, and not call to 
you, Repent^ for the hng^gm of Heaven is at hand> 

Can 



qan we read, how the improfitabie Servant, that 
made not ufe of his Talent, but buried it un- 
der ground, and would not watch or make him- 
ielf ready to meet his Matter, (hall be thrown 
into outward darknefs, where there is howling 
and gnafhing of teeth, and not beg of you to trim 
jour LampSy and arife from the dead, that Chrift 
may give you light ? Can we remember, how 
many millions lie now roaring under the fears and 
terrors of their own Confciences in another world, 
that would not be perfuaded to part with their 
darling bofom Sins, till death tore them away 
from them, and not teflifie unto you, left you al-^ 
fo come into that place of torment ? Can we fee 
you (land upon the brink of defirudion, and befo 
cruel, as not to acquaint you with the bottomlefs 
gulph that's underneath ? Would you have us to 
be as tyrannical to you, as you are to your own 
Souls ? Or would you have us leap into everlaft- 
ing burnings with you, for not reclaiming you 
from venturing into that fire ? 

Sirs, what is it that doth difcourage you from a 
(incdre Confideration of your Spiritual condition ? 
What are you afraid of ? Why do you loiter? 
Why do you deliberate whether ye (hall or no ? 
Why do ye difpute the cafe ? Why do ye ftand 
mufing ? What hinders you ? Is there any impe- 
diment that you may not remove, if you 
will? Had you been but a quarter of an hour 
in Hell, wouM not you call all thofe Men Sots 
and Fools, that now excufe their wilful negleA 
cA this work ? Would not you fee the vanity of 
their pretences ? Would not you confefs, that aU 

thofe 
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thofe pretend clogs are mere Cobwebs , which 
may be broke through with the greateft eafe ? 
Would you be frighted from this duty by any 
temporal lofles, as now you are? Are you afraid 
Men will laugh it you for being ferious? Had 
not you better be laughed at here, than be fcorned 
by God and his holy Angels to all Eternity? 
Had not you better be jeer d here, than have the 
great King of Heaven laugh at your endlefs a- 
lamtty, and mock when your everlafting fears 
do come upon you? If a Fool laughs at you, do 
you regard it ? And why (hould you regard fuch 
Mens fcorn any more than the laughter of fools? 
Alas they are diftempered in their Brains, they 
fee not the things which belongs to their Peace 
they know not what Religion means I Will any 
Man give over the ftudy of Divinity, or. Law, or 
Phyfick, becaufe the ignorant {fcafant' fneers at 
him > Will a Tradefman leave his Calling, becaufe 
fuch a Man makes Songs and Ballads upon't ? If 
you are perfwaded, that Confideration, and long- 
ing after your Spiritual concerns, is the way t^ 
real happinefs, will you be miferable, becaufe ano- 
ther Man will not have you to be happy? Witt 
that Man that laughs at you for defpifing the 
World, fave you harmlefs at the day of Judg- 
ment ? Will he bail you out, when God^s Thun- 
ders Ihall break out upon all difobedient Sin- 
ners? Will he undertake for you, when God wH 
be abufed and mocked no longer, and the day 
cf his wrath doth come / Will he be your Advo- 
cate, when you (hall have your Cohfciences plead- 
ing againft you ! Alas, poor forlorn Wretches/ 



He will not be able to anfwer for himfelf, how 
then fhould he plead your caufe? And if he can 
do you no iervice, cannot iecure you againft the 
anger of the Almighty, why will you be per- 
fuaded by the anger or diipleafure of a Man y 
though never ib great aad powerfol^ to omit that, 
on which your Eternal welfare doth depend? 
^ Sinner^ as light as thou makeft now of this fe* 
rious refledionontby Spiritual concernS|thoQ muft 
confider them one time or other ? if thou wilt not 
here, God will iforce thee to do it in Hell, whether 
thou wilt no: Here Confideration may do 
good, but there it will but aggravate to torments; 
here it may fnatch thee like a brand out of the 
fire, there it wUl increafe thy flames; here it 
may be a means to enlighten thee, there it will 
be a means to confouna thee for ever. . Proud, 
Sel&conceited Man, who canft find no time for 
ferious Ginfideration h^re / In Hell thou wile 
have time enough, and Oh, how many lad 
hours will it caufe to confider^ how thou haft 
mifpent thy time, how thou haft flung away fo 
many precious hours upon thy unlawful plea- 
fures, how thou haft derided fuch a Sermon, 
hardened thy Heart upon fuch a difcoucfe, flight 
ed God's motions to Repentance, fmothered the 
checks of thine own Confcience, preferred the 
World before Heaven, obeyed Man more than 
thy Creator, fuffered every trivial outward 
Refpe£fc to call thee away from Devotbn, mi- 
firufied God's Providence, taken his Name in 
vain, laughed at; the wholfom Counfels of thy 
Parents and Teachers, defpifed thy Neighbours^ 

cenfured 
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cenfured their a&ions more than thy owo^ taketl 
thy fill of fin^ been weary of following Chriftf 
backward to any thing that's good, delighted 
with nothing but Vanity and Folly, diihonoured 
God, difgraced Religion, ejcpofed it to contempt 
and fcorn, drawn others into Vice, laughM Men 
into Folly, dragged them into Hell/ murthered 
their Souls as well as their own, negleded thy 
Prayers, dif-regarded the Poor, opprefted the Nee^ 
dy, been greedy after the World, and undervalued 
the Pains and coft God did beftow to entice thee 
to enter into his Reft / At this time thoo^lt be 
forced to confider, how great a Bleffing thou 
haft refufed, what comfort thou haft deprived thy 
felf of, what a wife courfe thofe took, that would 
not be perfuaded by the vain carelefs World, to 
caft God's Law behind them. But alas / thefe 
Confiderations would then .be too late; time was, 
when thou mighteft have confidered the odiouf- 
nefs of fin, and turn from thy evil ways; time 
was, when thou mighteft have confidered the 
ablolute neceflity of defpifing the World, and 
dedicated thy felf, thy Children, thy Life and 
Wealth to God'& Service ; time was, when thou 
mighteft have confidered, that God's Mercy and 
Patience did lead thee to Repentance, and (o 
have turned to God with all thy heart, and this 
had been to fecure God's Favour, and to enter 
thy name in the Book of Life ; but iq Hell, fuch 
Thoughts^do but gnaw and fting thee more, 
there they^do but augment thy Sorrow and fa* 
dignation againft thy felf; there they do but 
make thee weary of thy Life, and the worft of 

ie 
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it is, that there thou canft not be rid of thefc 
Confiderations, they'll come into thy mind a- 
gainft thy Will ; here thou didft take pains to keep 
them out, there thou canfl not hinder them from 
burthening and opprefling thy Soul," here bufi- 
nefs and mirth diverted them, therethou canft not 
fliake them off with all the induftry and labour 
thou canft ufe ; thou need'ft no accufer there, 
thefe Confiderations will be fufficient witnefles a- 
gainft thee ; there, there, thou'It wifh ; O that I 
had believed the Preachers of the Word ! I find 
thofe Men vi^ere in the right, I find they faw 
more than I did, I find they were not miftaken ; 
if I had followed their advice, I had built my 
Houfe upon a Rock ; I find they fpoke no more 
but reafon, I find they exhorted me to nothing, 
but what was fafe and beneficial to my Soul! 
Foi^ive me, ye Men of God, pardon my con- 
tempt of your Zeal and Fervency j O fend me 
ibme Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
Finger in Water, and cool my Tongue .- If your 

Prayers, if your Tears, if .your intrcaties,ifyour 
Intercefiions can prevail with God, Ohelp, help 
for I perifli if^ this gulph ! Plead with your God* 
folicite for me at the Throne of Grace, double' 
treble your Cries and Supplications ; try whe! 
ther God will have Mercy on me, who have 
had no Mercy on my felf. I am frighted, I am 
troubled on every fide ,• I would Stab my felf, 
and cannot j Die, and muft: not ; Efcape, and 
dare not.- Pity^ pity a poor miferableWorm / 
Will none relieve me > Do all forfake me ? Do 
Men and Angels leave me? Is there no body 
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to fpeak comfort to me ? h there no door for 
Confolation open ? Are all the avenues to Mer- 
cy Ihut ? Hear, hear ye Inhabitants of Heaven / 
Art you deaf to my groans? Are you grown ftran- 
gers to compalTion? Where is your wonted cle- 
mency ? Will no repentance touch the Heart of 
God ? Will no Sorrow move him ? Will no An- 
guiih melt him ? Dull Citizens of that Celeftial 
Common- wealth / Are you fo bufie with Halle* 
luja^s as not to hear thefe cries? Are you not 
frighted by thefe fobs in your chearful melodies? 
Are you lo taken up, that none of you can look 
down into thefe difmal Vaults ? 

Look! yonder is the bright Mofes^ the Man 
whofe Face did fliine, that with his Prayer difcora- 
fited Jmalek, and when the Almighty would have 
deftroyedthe Hoft of Ifrael^ flood in the gap, and 
blunted the confuming Angel's Sword ! Is all his 
Power gone ? Is the virtue of his Prayer loft ? 
Ah / will he not Pray, that this wretch, this worm, 
this poor malefaftor, who would fain repeat, may 
be fet free ? Where is that Jhfl)ua that prayed for 
the Sun's ftanding ftill, and it flood ftill in the 
midft of Heaven ? Hath he no Prayer left to 
flop my calamity, and to give a^ truce to my Tor- 
ments? Where is that Elijah^ that prayed that 
there might be no Rain, 'and there came no Rain 
for Three years and fix months? and cannot he 
Pray that this Fire may go out? 

A thoufand fuch cries will then be in vain ; 
Confideration now would moft certainly prevent 
thofe Cries; this would reprefent the groans 
of thofe wretches, in that difmal Prifon, in fuch 

lively 
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lively <ihara£brs to thy mind, that thou wouldefi; 
be refUefs, till thou didft gee into the ^aight 
way that leads to Life ; and art not thou ready 
to embrace it > What Friend, what Enemy, what 
Devil, what Qiarm quenches the Fire of thy 
Refolutions ? Doft thou own God for thy Crea« 
tor and Governor, one that hath greater rea- 
fbn to command thee, than thy Prince, or Ma- 
iler, or Parents, and doft thou refufe to obey 
him? Doft thou believe, that whatever \s in 
Man, and can challenge Obedience, is moreemi* 
nently in God ; and doft thou fcruple to com* 
ply with his Will? Wilt thou prove a Rebel to 
thy Prince, a prodigal Son to thy Father ? An * 
unfaithful Servant to the beftof Maftcrs? Why 
Ihould'ft not thou truft God with thy Soul ? Why 
ihould'ft not thou run at his Call ? What is it. Sin- 
ner, that would make tl^ee take thy ways into 
ferious Confideration ? Would a Miracle do it ? 
Why, thou haft a great reafon to believe, that 
thofe Miracles, which are recorded in the Gofpel 
to have been wrought for confirmation of 
Chrift's Saying, were really wrought, and per- 
formed, as thou haft to believe the reality of a 
Miracle, if thou fliouldeft fee one wrought be- 
fore thine Eyes ; either thou believeft that thofe 
Miracles were wrought by Chrift and his Apo- 
ftles, or thou doft not j if thou doft not, why 
doft not thou examine the circumftances to be 
fatisfied? If thou doft, what need there any 
more Miracles ? If thofe Miracles will not per- 
fuade thee, how iliould a new Miracle do it ? 
nay, how iliould we be fure that the fight of a 
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new Miracle would Work upon thee ? How foorr 
would time wear out the memory of it, and leave 
thee as carelefs as it found thee? thou feeft miracu- 
lous providences every day, and yet they move 
thee not ; that God fpares fuch a rebellious fmful 
wretch as thou art^fo longhand after fo many thou- 
fand provocations, is a Miracle ; thou feed Water 
turned into Wine every year,for the iniipid Liquor 
of the Vine is changed into another tafte ; thpu 
feeft how from a dry Acorn, a mighty Tree doth 
grow, which gives proteftion to Men and Beafts, 
and to the Fowls of the Ait; thou knowefthow 
from that liquid Principle Joi doth fpeak of, A 
wan c loathed with skin and flejh^ and fenced with 
hones and fineivs rifes. What mighty Miracles 
would thefe be, if they were not common > and 
yet none of thefe ftir thy Soul to refleft fcrioufly, 
what thou rauft do to be faved > Would an au- 
dible voice from Heaven do it? Why, how 
couldft thou be fure it came from Heaven ? And 
fliould a voice come to thee from the Regions 
of Blifs, fliould God vouchfafe thee fuch a Mef* 
fage immediately from the Clouds as this, 
Return^ thou backjliding finner^ and J will not 
caufe mine anger to fall upon thee ; for I am mer* 
'ciful^ and will not keep angfr for ever. Only ac* 
knowledge thine iniquity^ that, thou hafi tranjgref 
fed againjl the Lord thy God^ and hafi not ohej- 
ed my voice: Why, it would be no more but 
what God hath faid already, it might for the 
prefent furprize and ftartle thee a little; but if 
that Precept written cannot work upon thy 
Soul, it's to be feared the Precept fpoke from 

Heaved 



Heaven would make no very lading impref- 
fion u^n thee. Thou art fufficiently afTurcd, 
fo aflured, that a Man of Reafon cannot juflly 
defire better grounds, that God hath fpoke thofe 
words to thee: alreaidy j and if God's repeating 
this Duty fo often in his Word can do no good, 
what hopes is there, that repeated again, it 
would draw thy Heart away from fin, and from 
the World? Would a man's rifing from the dead 
doit? Why^Chriftisrifen from the dead, and is 
become the firft- fruits of them that flept ; and he 
doth, with aU theproteftations that are fit for a 
God to make, affuire thee, that he that believes 
tiot, that is, (hews ncJt his faith by his works,ihalI 
be damned ; a.nd would engage thy mind to rumi- 
«ate upon that threatning,and-to think which way 
thoU mayeft flee, and be freed from that deftrufti- 
on he fpeaks of: And why wilt thou not give 
credit to what he laith ? Nay, if thou Ihouldft 
fee a Spirit, the Ghoft of one that hath been thy 
acquaintance fbrnicrly, a Ghoft that Ihould, by 
woful cxpcrienc, inform thee, that thofe things 
the Scripture fpeaks of, are undoubtedly true^ 
and that God wifl proceed exaftly, according to 
what he hath promifed, and threatned there, it 
would more fatisfie thy Curiofity ? than advance 
thy Piety; And the queftion ftill may be, Whe- 
ther it would fatisfie thy Curiofity ? For it's 
poflible thou mayeft imagine, that it might be 
a deception of Sight, and fo forget it, and 
flight it, and make little of that motive. Thou 
cohfelfeft Chrift's Refurreftion, and why he 
ihould not be believed before a Spirit, cfpecially 
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when a Spirit could fay no more than be hath 
faid, I cannot well conceive. 

Sinner, who feeth not, that all thefe pretences, 
are like the wiihes of fickly Men, that wiih for 
this or that Fruit, ot this or that Difli, and when 
it is brought, it is fo hf from curing them, that 
often it makes them worfe, and Increafes their di- 
flemper ? Who fees not^ that thefe are but inven- 
tions, to give fome colour of reafon to thy un- 
.wiUingnefs, to fliake off the iins which do lo ea- 
fily befetthee? Who fees not, that thefe are only 
Arguments fuggefted by the Devil, to keep thy 
5oul from her true food and nourifhment ? And 
who is the lofer all this while ? Thou wouldft 
fain impofe upon God, and make him believe, 
chat it is not want of Will, but want of Aflurance, 
that this ferious Confideration of thy ways is ne» 
ceflary, that it makes thee (land out againfl it. 
And alas] the cheat thou feekeft to put upon 
God, thou putted upon thine own Soul ; and is 
thy Soul fo inconiiderable a thing, that thou mik- 
fH nothing of deluding, and circumventing it 

What thinkeft thou. Sinner ? Suppofe thoudid'fi: 
fee a Senate, or Parliament, made up .of very 
jgraye, wife, fobcr, judicious Men, who ftiould 
pnanimoufly give their verdi£t in a caufe, and 
determine it ; and while thefe Men, after ferious 
deliberation, give their Judgment in the Cafe pro- 
pofed to them^ in comes the MaIefa£l-or againft 
Whoni they have given Senteace,accufes the Decree 
pf the Senate of injuflice, charges their Vote with 
p, Ly^ ^nd takes a great deal of pains to make 
f he Wprld believe a tale of his own making ; 
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whom wouldeft thou believe that grave, wife> 
judicious Senate, or the Malefaftor ? The Senate* 
fure ; and then, when God, Angels, and Men, the 
wifeft, the graved, the learned'ft of them, do all 
unanimoufly determine, that without a ferious 
Confideration of thy Spiritual Concerns, thou 
canft not arrive to any finccre reformation of 
Life, can'ft never know the danger thou art in^ 
or what thou muft do to efcape unquenchable fire; 
and that without it thou art truly a miferable Man, 
and doeft take the way that leads to deftruftion, 
haft thou the impudence to oppofe thy fickly O-^ 
pinion, which arifes from a diftempered Head, 
and a more diftempered Corifcienc, to the grave, 
found, and orthodox Judgment of Men, infi- 
nitely wifer than thy felf? When all, with one 
confent, affirm, that thou art fick to death, and 
nothing but Confideration can re^x)ver thee j wilt 
thou cancel their Verdid, by prefcribing to thy 
felf Medicines of thine own making? AH cry out 
againft thy inconfiderate courfe of life, God doth 
not juftifieit, Angelsdo condemn it, the Preachers 
of the Gofpel confute it, Philofophers arraign it, 
thy Reafon hath Arguments againft it, thy Con^ 
fcience chides thee lor it, thy fober Neighbours 
reprove it ; and wilt not thou fubfcribe to their 
Sentence ? What infolence is it to think thy felf 
more knowing,than he that knows all things: Be- 
hold, Sinner, here lies the way to Heaven, God is 
intreating thee to walk in it ; the Devil is bufie 
to difcourage thee from it God faith, here I 
will be found ; the Devil fuggefts, that the Sons 
of Anack dwell there. God wifties thouwouldft 
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yield and live; the Devil, that thou wouldfl; ftand 
out, and die. God feeks to Crown thee ; the 
Devil to rob thee of thy Diadem. God affiires 
thee, that this is the Garden where thy Graces 
mud grow ; the Devii argues, that nothing but 
Weeds and Thiftles grow there. All the difpute 
is, who (hall have thy Soul, God or the Devil ? 
Think, Sinner, for God's fake, think who is the 
Rewarder, and whoistheTormenter j who is the 
King that can fa ve thee, and who is the Executio- 
ner that {Indies only to ruine thee; (hall not God 
prevail ? Wilt not thou give him thy Heart? 
And fliall Satan go away with thy Soul ? Shall he 
poflefs that Treauire, which Angels are ambitious 
of? For Ihame, let not God go away empty ; 
think what a condefcention it is in God, to be 
willing to accept of fo inconfiderable a Prefent as 
thy Heart? What is thy Soul to him? What bene- 
fit doth he receive by offering thee his Bofora ? 
If thou haft fuch a mind to be the Devil's Slave, 
what need God take pains to refcue thee from that 
bondage ? Doft thou think he cannot live without 
thee ? Doft thou think thy being in his Heaven, 
doth add any thing to his felicity ? cannot he as 
well be glorified in thy Torments, as he can in 
thy Salvation ? Cannot he make his Juftice 
triumph over fuch a ft ubborn wretch as thou art? 
'Wherein doth his advantage lie ? May not he be 
God, and Great, and Glorious, and admired by 
Angels, while thou frieft in Hell ? Thou .haft very 
highly obliged him indeed, that he need be 
at all this trouble to make thee in love with his 
Ways? Shouldeft not tho^^ ftand amazed at his 
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Favour ? Shouldeft not thou wondf r, that this im- 
menfe and infinite Majefty will vouchfafe a graci- 
ous look to fo vile a Worm as thou art * And canfl: 
thou fee a God court thee, and grow coy ? Doth 
God offer to kifs thee with the kifles of his Lips 
and doft thou fcorn his embraces ? Canft thou fee 
him carefs thee, and turn away thy Face ? Wilt 
thou prefer the motions of a lying Devil, before 
ths Oracles of the great God of Heaven ? Hadft 
thou rather go along with him, that will murther 
thee, than accompany him .that will encircle thy 
Head with a Crown of Glory ? Shall God magni- 
fie his Mercy upon thee, and wilt thou fall in love 
with his Enemy ? Doth God intend, by making 
love to thy Soul, to give a charafter to the World 
of his infinite goodnefs and compaffion, and dareft 
thou be fo bold as to leflen that charader, by thy 
contempt and ingratitude ? 

Behold, Sinner, God is willing to lay afide his 
flaming Sword, thou flialt hear of him no more 
in the Earthquake, or in the Storm, or in the 
mighty Wind, that breaks the Rocks in pieces 
but in the fliU fmall voice : The voice of Boanems 
fliall found no more m thy Ears, he'll blow his 
Trumpet of War no more, all his frowns fliall be 
done away, he'll fright thee no more with Hell- 
fire ,• if his Grace, his Mercy, his Compaffion 
can but allure thee to bethink thy felf, and clofe 
with him, and fo to confider the concerns of 
thy Soul, as to refign thy lelf altogether as to 
his guidance and direaion j his Alpefl: fliall be 
kind, his Countenance fliall be nothing but 
fmiles, his Face fliall be a perpetual Sun-fliine, if 



by Confideration of thy ways, thou wik become 
feofible of thy former folly, and throw it away, 
and take up with hini alone : If his kindly beams 
can thaw thy frozen Heart, if his Calm can Win 
thee, and make thee proftrate thy felf before the 
Lion of the tribe of JaJah^ Heaven and Earth (hall 
be no longer in confpiration againft thee, and 
thou Ihalt not need to look any more for Thun- 
ders and Lightnings from that Heaven / ftand 
ftill. Sinner, and iee the Salvation of God j be- 
hold Grace and Mercy lies weeping at thy feet, the 
free, the Sovereign, the extenfive, the attraftive 
Grace of God comes wooing to thy Soul, and 
doth befpeak thee in this manner; Hold, hold, 
thou poor befotted Creature, whither doft thou 
run ? Hear, hear, I bring thee the joy fulled tidings, 
that ever were brought to the ears of Men ; God 
will be thy Father, the Lord Jefus thy Saviour, 
the Holy Ghoft thy Comforter, the Angels thy 
Companions ; thy Life fliall be a perpetual Holy- 
day J thou ihalt be a Friend of God, an Heir of 
Heaven, and Co-heir with Chrift, thy fins fhall be 
all done away,thy iniquities fhaU be remembred no 
more, all the promifes of the Gofpel fliall be all 
thine, God will vouchfafe to live with thee, the 
Holy Ghoft will make thy Soul his Temple, thou 
Ihalt have ftrength to overcome Hell and Devils, 
Flames and Swords, and be more than a Con- 
queror, through him that loved thee, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift; Ask a Hea\ren, and thou ihalt 
5?^K^^ ^ Crown, and it fliall be thrown into 

l.h S) ?^ ^J ^'"^^"^^^^ ^"^i^ fliall be thine; 
asK au the Treafurcs of Glory, and they ftiall 
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not be denied thee : for this time forward thy 
Name (hail be inroUed among the Favourices of 
Heaven, and in thy Soul, as in JmcoPs Ladder^ the 
Angels ihall be continually afcending and de* 
fcending, and thy Head, like Gideons Fleece, 
fliall be watered with the dew of Heaven, while 
the unbelieving World fliall be dry; and ^U 
this ihall be thine, if my Love, my Mercy, my 
Kindnefs can prevail with the, and engage thee 
to think ferioufly, what thou mud do to pleafe 
God, and to be happy for ever. O Sinner, had 
thofe who now lie fweltring under the burning 
wrath of Almighty God, fuchan ofler as (his, how 
would they leap, and triumph, and agree to fo 
reafonable a condition, and thank God upon 
their bended knees, day and night, and praife him^ 
without intermidion, that he would vouchfafe to 
receive them, on no harder terms then thefe ! O 
Sinner, is thy Heart a Stoae, that it doth not dif- 
fol ve at this Gracious Meflage ? Can the Rock hok! 
out againfl thefe bowels of Compaflion ? Poor flub* 
born Wretch / Were not thy Heart all Steel, were 
not thy Confcience feared, how could'ft thou for- 
bear being prickM at the Heart ? hadfl: thou but 
the leafl fpark of good nature left in thee, what 
might not thefe Golden Chains, thefe Silken 
Strings, thefe Cords of Love, do with thy 
immortal Soul ? The only reafon that the Ser- 
vants of Benhadad had, to humble themfelves 
to the King of IJrael^ was this. We have heard 
that the King^ of Ifrael are merciful Kings , Sinner, 
haft not thou both heard and feen, aud feed it 
to this day, that the true King of* Ifrael is a 
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merciful King ? And will not this prevail with thee, 
to throw thy fclf down at his Feet, and kifs his 
Scepter, ^nd confider thy imprudence, in deviat- 
ing fo long from the end of thy Creation and Re- 
demption, and make thee contented to part with 
all the ftrong holds of iniquity within thee, and 
with all imaginations, that exalt themfelves againft 
the obedience of Chr/fi "jefus ? 

O do not tell me, that thou wilt moft certain- 
ly bethink thy felf fome time hereafter, When fick- 
nefs, and approaching death (hall take thee off 
from thy worldly buhnefles ; Vain fooliili Man / 
How doll thou know thou (halt live till to Mor- 
row ? For, WJ:)at is thy life ? even a vapour that ap^ 
pears for a little time^ and then vanijhe's aivay. How 
many thoufandsare cut off, as they are going up 
the Hitl, in the Noon of their days, before half 
their race be run ; and what Patent haft thou 
from Heaven, that it ftiall pot be thus with thee? 
God laughs at that Repentance, which Men be- 
gin, when they caji keep Sin and the World no 
longer j he fees it is forced, and fqueezed, and 
weak, and feeble ; .and will God accept of thy De- 
votion, when thou haft exhaufted the Cream and 
Marrow of thy bones in the Devil's fervice ? How, 
Sinner ? Confider thy ways upon thy Death-bed ? 
Mad Man! Doft thou know what Confiderati- 
on means ? The Soul muft be in its full ftrength, 
that confiders the finfulnefs, and fad Confequences 
of her life. Doft not thou fee, how in ncknefs 
the Soul fympathizes with the Body ? How the 
Mind languiflies with the Flefti? How weak, 
how feeble the Thoughts are upon a Death- 
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bed ? How the Mind is employed with thinking 
of the pain, and anguiih, and uneafinefs of the 
Body ? How Men's weaknefs fcarce gives them 
leave to repeat the Lorii's Prayer intire, without in- 
terruption ? How fetling their Eflates, and dif- 
pofing of their worldly Affairs, and Sorrow, and 
Vexation, that they have not managed their fe» 
cular Concerns witn greater Prudence, takes up ^ 
their Cogitations ? And how tranfitory and fuper- 
flcial Men's Thoughts of Sin, and of another 
World are, except they have gotten a habit of 
Heavenly- mindednefe, by a long and conftant 
praftice of Holinefs, in the time of their Health 
and Liberty before ? And doth Salvation deferve 
no more, but a few flight, and skin-deep re- 
flexions, when thou lied a dying? Canfl: thou 
have fuch low Thoughts of everlafling Glory, 
as to let Confideration of it come behind all the 
fatisfaftions of the flelh ? Canft thou entertain 
fuch pitiful fneaking Conceits, concerning that 
mighty Heaven, God, out of his fingolar and 
unparallcird Mercy, hath condefccnded to pro- 
mife to his Saints, as to delay thy Contem^ 
plations, and thy taking a view of it, till thy 
Heart-firings break, and thy Throat begins to 
rattle, and the Houfe is falling? Go ye cur fed 
into everlafling^ fire^ prepared for the Devil and 
his Jngels. Alas \ when Men are dying, the 
time of working is pafl, that^s the Night where- 
in no Man can workj that's the time indeed 
to reap the comfort of our former confcieii^ 
tious Pra6liceS, but not the time to work out 
our Salvation in j that's the time of rejoycing, 
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becaufe our Redemption draws nigh, not the time 
of fetting out from the Gates of Hell that's the time 
to finifh our courfe with Joy, not the time to begin 
a Holy Life. Alas! the ftrength and vigour 
which muft be ufed in a Heavenly Converfation, 
is then gone, and Men are juft upon the point of 
reckoning with God ; their Accounts muft then 
be ready, not to make up : So that if thou art oot 
ready now, to take the spiritual concerns into 
ferious Confidefatioa, thy heart will be hardned 
every day more and more, and the longer thou li- 
veft, the lefs mind thou wilt have to fet about it; 
and if thou dtoeft not think it worth thy trouble, 
to fpare now and then an hour from thy Worldly 
bufinefles, ^b ^i?rid this one thing necefliry, thou 
doeft as good as tell God, that thou wilt have 
hone of his Heaven, and judgeft thy fejf unwor- 
thy of Eternal Life. 

O Sinner, the prefent, time is the day of Salva* 
tion, this is the acceptable time, now ftrike, and 
thy fins will fell j now ftrive and the Crown will 
be thine ; now fall to work, and proriiife thy felf 
Eternal reft : Thou canft call no time thine own, 
but the prefent,that's only in thine hands ; make ufc 
of that, and fave thy felf from this untoward Ge- 
neration, Extricate thy felf from the delufions of 
the flefli, take courage, and be gone ; ftay not in 
Sodom^ now accept of Mercy, now lay up thy 
Treafure, and fecure thy right to the Tree of Life j 
now remember thy Creator, and God will remem- 
ber thee when he makes up his Jewels, and fpare 
thee, as a Man would fpare his own Son that 
ferves him. 

l^ear 
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Hear then this, Men, Fathers, and Brethren! 
the God of your Fathers, the God of Ahraham^ 
the God ofj/aacj and the God of Jacoi hath fent 
us to you, to tell you, that this Supper is ready, 
and the doors are open, and the Guefts are come, 
and yet there is room, and that you may fill the 
room which is left^ is the meflage we come to ac- 
quaint you withal from him who delights not in 
the death of a fmner, but would have him turn 
and live. Hear this, ye Great Ones, ye Nobles, 
ye Mighty Men, and confider your ways: Confi- 
der whether that voluptuous life you lead, is like 
that life which that Saviour, in whom you pre- 
tend to believe, doth prefcribe in his Gofpel? 
Confider whether you are not obliged to praftile 
all thofe Virtues and Duties that the meaner fort 
perform ? And whether in framing to your felves 
a new way to Heaven, a way different from what 
the Word of God doth reprefent, you are like to 
be happy in thofe Caftles of Air you build, and 
like to arrive to that Glory which you wifh for, 
and hope to be received into ? Confider what 
your pride and fenfuality will at laft conclude 
in ? And whether you will dare to brave it at 
the great Tribunal, as now you do on Earth, 
where you have no body to control you? Ye 
that are Magiftrates, whom Providence hath 
placed over others to execute Juflice, and to 
fliew a good example, Confider your ways Con- 
fider how heavy your connivance at the mofl 
notorious fms, fins that offer to pluck even 
God out of his Throne, will lie upon your 
Confciences one day! Confider what hurt you 
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do, how many Souls you ruine, by your debau- 
ched and luxurious lives ! Confider whether you 
can fatisfie God as eafily as you can do Man, and 
whether that injuAice, that oppreffion, that cove- 
toufnefs, that lewdnefs you make nothing of now, 
are not (ins weighty enough to bear you down 
into the burning Lake ? Ye learned Men, whether 
Minifters or others, who fee and know more than 
the Vulgar do, Confider your ways. Confider whe- 
ther that great knowledge you have, will not 
procure you double flripes, if you improve it not 
into a higher degree of fcrioufnefs, than common 
people ufe J Confider what a ridiculous thing you 
make Religion, if, being perfwaded and convinced 
of the rationality of it, you do not exprefs the 
power of it in your converfations. Confider 
whether building Heaven with your Voices, and 
Hell with your Behaviour and Deportment, will 
not bring down upon you the fevereft Plagues 
that are written in the Book of God/ Ye that 
are Hearers of ' the Word, and frequent the 
Temple of the Lord, to be taught his Statutes, 
and his Ordinances, Confiier your ways, Confi- 
der whether fo many entreatings, u^arnings, re- 
proofs, and admonitions, in feafon ind oiit of 
feafon, which you take no notice of, will 
not be brought in one day, as evidences to ju- 
ilifie your everlafting condemnation ? Confider 
how God is like to refent your barrenhefs and 
unfruitfulnefs under the richeft means of Grace, 
under the^droppings of his fatnefs! Confider 
how juftly God may punifti your not digefting 
and applying his Commands and Precepts to 

youif 
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3nour felvR, with hardnefs and biindneis of heart, 
and whether this Judgment be not more frequent 
than the Wdld is aware of, and whether you do 
not participate of that Judgment? Hear this, all 
ye that carry Rational, Angelical Souls in your 
Breads, Confider your ways. Confider what en- 
Having your Souls to vicious aiSedions will come 
to, and whether they will not thrive better, be- 
ing iri^adiated with Heavenly Light, than warmed 
by Helliih Lulls ; and whether it will not be 
more for your credit to advance them to their 
primitive luftre and beauty, than lofe them by 
ivti and vanity. Sirs, you fland upon the brinfar 
of a bottomlefs pit ; who but a Man, whofe 
brains are crack'd, would not look about himfelf > 
The leaft pufh or thruft fends you thither ; Who 
would not take fome pains to get into a Harbour : 
The Ship is ready to be caft away, the Mads are 
fplir, it's leaking on every fide ; who would not 
lay hold of a plank to fave himfelf from drowning > 
[f you know not what to do with that power of 
Confideration God hath given you, marvel not 
if God takes it away ; and fince you will not 
bethink your felves how to be freed trom fin and 
mifery, protefts in his anger, that you (hall not 
be able to make ufe of that power any more, in 
order to obtain Eternal Life, fince you will not 
take tip that Sword of the Spirit, to cut the 
Cords of Sin and Difobedience, no wonder if 
God blunts and dulls the edge of it, that it ihall 
be of no ufe to you, when you would employ ir. 
O Ghriftians, there is no iefting with a mer- 
i:iful God ; where the greateft mercy b fcorned 
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and rgeded. What can yeexpsA but theieveRfl: 

Judgments ? Be wife therefore, before the black 

Decree be irreverfibly Signed and Sealed againft 

you ; you^ii blefs the hour and the day whidi 

bears the Date of your entire and iincere agreement 

to God's Will in this particular ; and when you 

Ihall find, by blefled experience, that this fenous 

Confideration of your ways is the Gate to Pan- 

diie,you'll admire the Bounty, Wifdom, and Good- 

neis of God, that moved your hearts to embrace 

the motion, and ^ you will noti)e able to forbear 

breaking out into finging the Song of JUofes^ and 

the Song of the Lamb, BleJJingy Honour ^ andGlorj 

ie unto Him that fits upon the Throne ^ and unto the 

Lamh for ever ana ever. 



CHAP. VIIL 

Of Retirement and Tracer ^ the two great helps to Cm- 
fideration. Retirement proved to ie necejfary to 
make Confideration of our Spiritual flate mere quick 
and lively. Pr^er calls in the aftftance of God's 
Spirit^ and renders the work effeilual. A Form of 
Prayer to Ie ufedupon this occafion. 

Twill Charitably fuppofe, that the preceding 
Exhortation may have made fome impreflion 
upon my Reader, and made him in fome mca- 
fure, willing to think more of his Soul, and of 
the danger it is in, and of his Eternal State, than 
formerly he ufed to do ; and therefore to (hew 
him how this Confideration muft be jnanagcd, 
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that it may in truth conquer and fubdue his inor- 
iiinate afied:ioas, and make them fubject to the 
beft of Mafters, I ihall lay down fome nectflary 
help to Confideratbh, and thefe are, to mention 
no more, Retirement zvid Prayer. 

I. Retirement. Though I readily grant, (and d o 
commend it too ) that Men, as they are walking 
with others, or travelling, or going abroad about 
their necefi^ry occafion, or (landing in their Shops, 
or other Rooms, where company goes in and out, 
may think, that the courfe they have taken hi- 
therto i$ not fafe, and therefore it's high time to 
change and alter it : Yet feeing thofe thoughts 
are too much diverted by fenfual objects, and apt 
to go no farther than the mind or underftanding^ 
and reach no deeper than fpeculation ; it mud ne* 
celTarily follow, that Retirement is requifite, to 
make it reach the afledions, and to fpread it as 
far as the Life and Convrefation^ 

By Retirement^ I do not mean abfconding, or 
hiding ones felf in a corner in the Country, or 
in a Wildernefs, but retiring in our own Houfes. 
Let the place we live in be never fo populous, 
to be fure we have Chambers to be private in; 
and as the Rich may make their bed Room a 
Defart for this work, fo the Pooreft may con- 
vert any corner in their Houfes into a place for 
this Exercife ; it^s not the neatnefs of a Clofet 
that cleanfeth the Soul from fikhinefs, nor the 
curiofity and convenience of a With-drawing- 
room, that fits the heart for him that made it ; 
but as Chrift made fometimes a Mountain, fome* 
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times a Ship, fometimes a Crpis, his Pulpit; fo a 
Man may make a Meadow, a Field, a Wood, a 
Garret, any corner of his Houfe^ a place fit to re- 
tire in, to confider ferioufly how the cafe ftaods 
between God and his owa SouL I know what 
Men do commonly objed, the very fame thing 
they objed againft Confideration it .ielf,and where* 
of we have fufliciently fpoke in the fecond Impe- 
diment, viz. That they have a great deal of bu/i. 
nefs, and that they can fpare no time for this Re- 
tirement. Bufmefs, no doubt, muft be done. But 
there is a time for every thing, and a feafon for 
every purpofe under Heaven, and then fure there 
mud be a time for this Spiritual Retirement too; 
if there be not, we are obliged to find time for it; 
He that cannot, or rather will not, had as good 
fay, he hath no time to be faved ; and he that 
cannot fometimes negleft the concerns of his Bo- 
dy, or Eftate, for the concerns of his better part, 
derides Salvation, and does not believe, that there 
is fuch a thing, or if there be, that it is of fo 
much value, as the Dirt and DUng hegrovebin. 
It's true Manafes retirement was forced, much a- 
gainft his will, yet ftiil it was privacy that con- 
tributed much to his amendment ; for while he 
was encompafled with his G)urtic.rs and Flatterers, 
and his fawning Crew, he thought Religion a 
thing below him,and a New Creature but a cant- 
ing term ; but being alone, none but God and 
his calamity about him, having nothing to take 
off his thoughts from reflefting on his Apoflacy, 
behold how Confideration melts him, his Con- 
Icience fcts upon him, makes him afliamed of his 

un- 
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unfaithfulnefs to his God, makes the Tears 
Hand in his Eyes j and fo great is his change, 
that he who had^ exceeded the Nations round 
about him in Idolatry, and lewdnefs, immedi- 
ately takes awuy: flll the firavge Gods^ and the Idols 
out of the Houfe af the Lord^ and all the altars • 
that he had built on the Mount of the Houfe of the 
Lord J and in Jerufalem^ and caji them out of the 
City^ and commanded Judah to ferve the Lordj 

aChron. 3 3. is', 16. 

So pleafing is this Retirement to God, that 
he doth exprefly call himfelf, Our Father which 
fees in fecretj Matth. 6. 4. When C/'W/? had a 
mind his Difciples fhould fee his Glory, he 
doth not carry them to Jerufalem^ leads them 
not into the Market-place, doth not mingle 
them with the Multitude, bids them not at- 
tend him at Herod^s Cmn ; for he knew, theft 
places would rather diftraft, than help, their 
Devotion: But he fummons them to go up 
with him into a high Mountain apart, bids 
them" retire from fecular bufinefs, leave their 
fenfuai affeSions at-home, feparate themfelves 
from fuch Wprldfy employments, as were apt 
to take up their Minds, that their thoughts 
might be more at liberty to contemplate his 
Glory, and the Transfiguration might afFft 
them morei and make the deeper impreflions 
upon them. 

Come^ my people enter thou into thy Chamber ^ and 
fhut thy doors About thee^ and hide thy:, felf faid 

Dd3 God 
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God to the finful Men of Ifrael^ wfaca he bid 
them turn and repent ^ $fa. z6. %o. To fhew, 
tkac a Chamber is a fitter place for thdr wor^ 
th^tn a Theatre, and a Clofet more proper than a 
Hall or Dining-room^ and locking our felvesup, 
a better preparative than delighting in variety of 
a>mpany. 

It was, I confeis, too laviih an expreffion 
which the Hermit in Sulpit'ms ufed. That he voho 
was vifitedhy Men could not be. vifttetl fy Angels \ 
yet in lome refpedt he faid true ; and he that doth 
not love to be alone fometimes, is nothke to re- 
ceive the vifits of thefe Minidring Spirits, 

It was in retirement, that EUjah railed the dead 
Child, Reg. 17. 19, and by the River Chehar it ms 
in a lonely place, that God appeared to Ezjechieh 
fo he revealed himfelf to Mofes in the Bufli, when 
at a great diftance from Men, and Crouds of Peo- 
ple : And therefore it was excellent advice Saint 
Chrjfoflom gave to a Man, who intended for Sal- 
vation. Depart from the High-way, and tran- 
iplant thy felf in fome inclofed ground, ^ox it is 
hard for a Tree that (lands by the way-fide, to 
keep her fruit till it be ripe. 

What St. 5^// faith of a Solitary Life, may m 
a great meafure be applied to fuch retirement. It 
is the School where Men are taught Celeftjal 
Doftrine, and Divine Arts and Sciences are in- 
fufed by nothing fo foon, as by this DifcipfifJ^' 
This is a Garden of Delights, where. Vtft'^^ ^^^^ 
glittering Flowers, fend forth their grateful O- 
dours. Here grows the Red Rofe, fervent Cha- 
rity. Here rifes the Milk-white Lilly, Chaftity- 

•^' Here 



Here tbe Myrtle of Mortification is feen, and 
the Frankincenfe of Prayer is here to be found. 
O Retirement, the joy of Sahftified Minds, and 
the Seat of all Spiritual Gufts; Thy Virtue is the 
fame with that of the Bahylonian Furnace, for by 
Faith thou kcepeft otif the burning heats of lull. 
Thou art that Oven^ where the Veflels of Ho- 
nour are prepared. Great Store^houfe of Hea- 
venly Wares^ : where all the rich Merchandize of 
the Spirit is hoarded up. Vaft Shop of Spiritual 
Exercifes, where the Soul comes to be redored 
to her Creator's Image, and returns to the purity 
of her Original. 

Thou makeft indeed the Lips pale with Fad- 
ing, bitt fflakeft the Soul fat, and flouriihing. 
Thou makeft the Good Man {land in the Cadle 
of his own. clarified Mind, and look down with 
contentpt of this nether World ! 

Sacred Tent, where our holy War is carried 
on. Camp of (^d. Tower of Davids where hang a 
Thoufand Shields, all fit to keep off' the fiery 
Darts of the Devil / ^ Field, where the Lord*s Bat- 
tles are fought, where the Soul fights againft the 
FleQi, and the Flefh againft the SouL 

O Retirement ! The happy place where Vices 
die, and Virtues live, and where Men learn what 
it is to arrive to perfeftion. Great Ladder of 
Jacoh^ whereby Men climb to Heaven, and 
Angels come down to Men. Sweet and golden 
Way, whereby a Chrifttan goes home to his Fa- 
ther's Houfe! Bath of the Soul/ Death of SiH / 
Purgpitory of Filthinefs. Thou deftroyeft the 
fecret Intrigues of Pride^wafiieft away the nafti- 
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nefs of Sin, and elevateft the Soul to the bright 
nefs of Angels / 

For indeed we find, that as a Mao's reafon is 
more free in fuch Retirements, fo God is the rea* 
dier to meet him, as the Angels did Jacoi^ in his 
privacy, and to difplay to him the vanity of tl[\at 
World, he hath doatedon,the Scarlet dye of tho(e 
Sins, he hath delighted in, and that miraculous 
Love, he hath undervalued, and tramipled on, 
with the vengeance he hath procured, and been 
greedy of; For now it appears, that the Man is 
in good earned to be faved, and to fuch, God 
never denies his favour, for mod Men play with 
Religion, go about it, as if it deferved no pains, 
and therefore here God doth no mighty work, as 
being loath to cad his Pearls before Swine. He 
thatretires to confider^what he mud do to be faved, 
makes Religion his buftnefs; zndy thofi that feck 
we thus^ Jhall find mCj faith Eternal Wifdom,Fr^- 
8. 17. Such Mens minds he is willing to over«* 
fliadow with the power of the Higheft, liich Men 
prepare to meet their God, and God certainly 
will not fail them. And, Chridians, fay yo^ 
what you will, either the Gofpel is no Gofpel, or 
you'll find by woful ei?periencc, that without you 
are at fome trouble about your cverlafting con* 
cerns, and deny your felves in your time, profit, 
eafe, pleafure, and punftilio's of Greatnefs, to 
mind your Spiritual Intered ; and without Hea- 
ven doth cod you fomething 'more ^an ordinary, 
God hath no Heaven for you. 

He that retires, and fets afide his Worldly 

bufinefs, and makes bold with the company 1^ 
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is in, and leaves them to take a view of his duty 
to God and Man, that Man lays force upon the 
Kingdom of Heaven, 1 am {ure- offers violence to 
his carnal Intereft, violence to Flefli and Blood. 
The Heathen could fay, that the gods fell all 
their Gifts and Riches for diligence and indudry. 
And we 'find it to be true of the God and Father 
of our Lord JefusChrifi^ and that perfon who re- 
tires and takes pains, v^ith Zacheus^ to kcChrifl^ 
may expeft* the fame gracious return, which was 
made to that' Publican, This Daji Salvation is come 
into thy Houfe. 

The truth is, ihould God difcourfe a Sinner, 
that is in company with other Men, or going a- 
bout his fecular affairs, he would find him yawn 
and g9pe, and firetch himfelf, and gain as much 
attention, as he that tells a (lory to a Man, whofo 
mind ;is employed about other objeds ; he feems 
tojgive him the hearing, but when a great part of 
therTale is told, he ftarts up, and asks. What 
io jm fay ? Buj:. in private, where there is none 
but God and his own Confcicnce, God can beft 
anfwer |:fae finners objefbions, agwift a ferious 
confc^etitious life, and the fiotiei is mofl: like- 
ly to. attend to God's propdfak; for hiare, if 
iiis Fleih and Blood. doth plead, that the.fkt he 
is to leave, is^fwect iand pleafing, and ,profi- 
taUe, God can prefentfy argue With ham ^ Doft 
thou call that fweft, ;, which is moft bitter, and 
grievous to thy God, and muft expire, into, the 
bitt^reffc Groans ? Is that fo pleafing to thee, which 
ofFendsi^and grieves^thy bleflcd Redifemer, who 
defccndcd into Hell to fnatch thee out of. it ? 

And^ 



4IO 5PE)e ^^eAtllaHi 

And, can any profit here counttrpoife the Etendl 
lofs of thy Soul ? So if he pktd, that the ib he 
harbours, is but a little one, his Confcioioe can 
immediately da(h the Plea, and reply ; Hqw ! 
Can that bie little which oflshds an infinite Ma- 
jefty ? Can that be little which nailed Chrifi to the 
Crofs t Since thou knoweft, diat this little fm 
is injurious to God's Holinefs, What delight canft 
thou take in affronting him, in whole po>V6r it is, 
either to favc thec^ or to damn thee? The left it 
is, the greater ihame it is, that thou (houidft plead 
for keeping it j the lefs it is, the iboner it may 
be parted withal ; O flatter not thy lelf, thy great 
k>ve to this (in^ makes the fm it ^If great ,* and^ 
Canft thou be &id to love God, that cand iiug 
that, which thou knoweft runs counter tohisHo* 
hour and Glory i? 

In the fame manner, all odier exceptions may 
be anfwered, and the Sinner finding, that tbs 
reafons he formerly thought invincible are fi> 
eafily dafhed, and blown away, is mod lik^y 
to hearken to the far flronger arguments of GoA^ 
tnd his own Confcience: The ratlwr, beeaufe 
be retired on purpofe, to have a clearer f^t of 
liis ways than before he had ; and fince God 
doth vouchfafe him (b diflini^ a profpe£t of his 
-Folly, and prepofterous Luve, he juftly thinks, 
that not to yield to God's reafonings, is to mock 
him, and favours of fuch ingratitude ais admits 
-of no excufe. Indeed, without Retirement, our 
Thoughts and Confiderations flow at large, like 
tirater in the Sea, and we can make no great ob- 
fervations concerning them : But in Retirement, 

they 
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they are much like Water in a Weatherglafs, and 
by them we may guefs» what temper our Souls 
are in, whether hot or cold, more exadtly than 
Men do at the warmth or coldnefs of the Wea- 
ther, by the rifing or falling of the liquor in 
thofe Glafles. In fuch Retirements, a holy awe 
and reverence feizes on the Soul ; and when 1 fee 
Men can retire to drink, to pky^ to ikep, and 
to debaudi themfdves, I fee no realbn but they 
may ( I am fure they have greater f eafon to do 
^t ) retire to confider the good and welfare of their 
jimmortal Souls. 

I have already proved, that Confideratioo 
muft be frequoit, and confequendy this Retire- 
ment mud be fo coo, not that a Man muft never 
refleft on his adions, or mind whether they be 
good or bad, but when he retires,* No, GMfi- 
deration is either occafional, or a foiemn and 
f^t Duty; either an habitual guide, or an extra- 
ordinary remembrancer ; the former, as it is unii- 
verfally ufeful, and a great means to prevent 
Sin in a true Believer, to check him when he 
would commit it, to engagje him to repentance, 
when he.is fallen, to direct him what he oiuft de, 
and to. encourage him to thofe Duties, which 
are procleumed in his Fars, as nectfTary to Sal- 
vation; fo it is a necef&ry companion, where- 
ever we are, or whatever we /are doing ; and thefe 
occafional Confid^rattons need fto Retirement ; 
but then where the ilream of Mian's Life muil 
be turned, or the adtions of the day reviewed, 
how far tliey have been agreeable to the will of 
God, how far they have ban contrary to it, or 

where 
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where a ftrift mortification of fin mull beufcd,or 
where a long neglefted duty muft be made a fami- 
liar gueft in thy Soul j in a word, where the work 
to JDe done is of fome more than ordinary difficul- 
ty, there thofe occafional refleftions will not fcrve 
turn, but more folemn Confiderations muft be cal- 
led in, and thefe folemn Confiderations ar6 pro- 
perly the things which require retirement, and, as 
it's fit they ihould be ufed once a day at leaft, fo 
he doth truly mind the intereft of his Soul, that 
fome time every day retires, and confiders, how 
he hath behaved Himfelf that day towards God 
and Man, whether his heart hath * not been too 
milch carried out after the comforts of this World, 
what incroachment they have made upon hisLove 
to God, and how they will fill the Garden of his 
Soul with Weeds, if he do not flop their progre& 
betimes, and root them up j what company he 
hath been in that day, what he hath done in his 
Glofet, what his thoughts, words, defires, anions, 
affeftions, have been that day, whether he hath 
not been more concerned for the trafti, and perifli- 
able riches of this lifcf than the Glolry of God, 
and the Salvation of his Soul ; and how necefii.- 
ry it is ior him, having had a Ml that day, to 
be more €aref»I, and cautious, and circumfpeft 
the next. This Confideration is the pulfe of 
the Soul, which, while it is beating, it's a great 
fign that there is life in the Soul, and a good 
argument, that God will incrcafe and enlarge 
that life. And, as edification, and progrefs in 
goodnefs, ought to be the realdefigns of retiring 
from tlie Wwld, fo it doth necetorily import, 
' / that 
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that Men ought to chufe the livelieft hours, or 
the hours when their Spirits are moft adive^ and 
freeft iFrom drowzincfs, for fo great a work. 
When Men are drowzy and fleepy, Confiderati- 
ons may often come in, but they are fo weak^ 
and faint, that they leave the Soul as cold as 
they found it, and put it into the Circumftan- 
ces of that Man in the Gofpel, who took Men 
for Walking Trees^ faw fomething, but knevr 
not what to make of ir, or what name to give it. 
While I am difcourfing thus, methinks I fee the 
fenfual Reader fmiie ; Retirement, thinks he, this 
were to make my fclf a Prifoner in the foft times 
of Peace, and to deprive my felf of that freedom,, 
which God and Nature hath given me: This were 
tagomto a Monaffery^ and fubmit to the feverities 
oi ^, Convent ;th\Sy at the beft, can only befit at 
Prieft, but can be no qualification of a Gentleman .• 
Indeed^ if Gentlemen had no Heaven to gain, no 
Hell to avoid, ifGod had made them Beads, as too 
many, do make themfelves, we fhoukl not be dif<- 
pleaiedat this rambling talk ; but it's an old trick, 
where Men have an averfion from a Ruty, to re- 
prefent it in a difmal drel$,and to take ofi* the burr 
then from their own Shoulders^ and to bind it 
upon others. If thou could fatisfie God with 
thefe ihufflings, as eafily as they do their own 
Confciences, they were fafe, but that the great 
Day mud decide ; and when the Archangel fhaH 
found his Trumpet, to gather the Dead front 
all parts of the World, and God, who ^re- 
fcribed to all Men but one way to happinefs, 
ihall make a ftrid examination, how every ont 
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hach obferved the Rules and Statutes of that Way $ 
ie will appear, that this Retirement, in order to 
s ierious pondering of our a^ons, was a duty 
incumbent on fome people elfe, befides Minifters^ 
He that retires upon this account, doth indeed 
imprifon himfelf, but it is, that he may attaia to 
true and perfe£k liberty, triumph oyer the flavery 
of Sin, lead his Corruption captive, and free hia?- 
felf from the dregs and drofs, which corrupted 
Nature hath brought upon him .* little doth the 
ienfual Man think, what felicity he robs himfelf 
of, by fcorning this Retirement. Here Heaven 
Would look more beautiful to him, than in a 
croud ; here he might, in a manner, with St. Ste- 
^hen, fee the Heavens open, and his Saviour ftand- 
ing at the right hand of God ; here he might 
truly enjoy himfelf, and look with pity on thofe 
A^n, who, like Spirits, which are fometimes feen 
in Mines, with great labour, do nothing at all 
to any purpofe ; and when they have tired and 
weaned themfelves in the World, like Flies, bum 
themfclves in that Candle, about which they have 
been hovering. 

• iP^/s Sinner, prepare thy Pencil, mingle the 
I^i, I J V?*"*"" *ho« <»nft get, draw thy finful 
Sir II 'If^'^^ve it a beautiful Virgin's Face ; 
draw all the Charms that thy fancy can find out 

toher .H" ®u A^'o'^a^ion the World pays un- 
both ffrlr*"^ r^ *^^* ^^^ cringes, whereby 
On hef Sf A^ '^^^ infinuate into her favour. 

and thcD^i ^u * T'^*' ^*^°^« ^•^"if « <^W, 

^ r«Rht Ha«j r^*^ hardens into Pearls ; let 

^ «»nd grafp a Crown, and her left: drop 
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gifts on her Clients and Votaries. But then, 
when this proud Peacock is drawn thus, in all her 
dazling Circles, forget not to draw her ugly 
Feet, I mean, an unquiet, roaring, difturbed, 
diftraded, trembling Confclence; tor, into this 
difmal (hape, doth that lovely Mermaid end. On 
the other fide, I'll paint a Wildarnefs, a Grove, 
which wife Nature made, and in it Til reprefent 
a devout Soul kneeling, and, with the Publican, 
fffliting upon her Breaft ; then will I draw Heaven, 
and our of that Heaven, Grace and Mercy in the 
fliape of an Angel, flying down with this Me^ 
fege, Pear not^ I have Redeemed tbee^ thou art mine; 
and holding a Bottle under to catch her Tears : 
bnmediately upon this, the Holy Ghoft fhall be 
(een defcending, fpreading his Beams, and warm* 
ing that Soul, and invigorating it to refill the 
World, the Flefli, and the Devil ; By and by the 
Glory of God ihall appear, and crown all with 
Peace, and Joy, and infinite Content, and Eter- 
nal Hallelujah's. 

And now. Sinner, which of thefe Pi£);ures 
wouldft thou chufe ? Do not the homely Feet of 
the former fright thee ? Can all the Beauty thou 
feed in that painted Harlot, countervail the mi- 
fery it dies into ? Is an ever-gnawing Confcience 
matter of fport and laughter ? When all theft 
painted Gaudes muft break into a difmal Dunge*- 
on, wilt thou laugh a while, that thou may*ft 
mourn and lament for ever > But if thou art fo 
fond of this dangerous Garden, that nothing can 
reclaim thee from being delighted with k$ 
take thy choice, give me the other I^uidskip. 

I know 
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I know this World, Men arc fo fond of e'er long, 
will have an end, and their pleafures will have 
an end, and their Sins will have an end, and 
their Glory/ will have an end j but where iheie 
end,T7od%7 uftice and Indignation begins : Blefledf 
is the Man, that hath then the God of Jacoi for 
his Refuge, the Lord will deliver him in the 
time of trouble .• What, if I enjoy none of the 
World's Wanton Solaces? I know where bet- 
ter and ftronger Confolations are to be had.* 
What if Thorns and Bryars furrotmd my Lillies 
and RofesP I know they are but to preferve 
them, and to hinder the Devil from tearing 
them to pieces: Thefe Thorns are my fafe- 
guard, which will, e'er long, be done away, and 
when I am out of the reach of all Enemies, 
my Lillies will continue frefh, and flourifhing 
for ever : What need I covet the World, when I * 
am made to live above the World ? What fhould 
I love this Earth for, when I have a God to love ? 
Why fliould . I dote on Nature, when I am 
in the Aate of Grace? God hath made me 
many glorious Promifes; How can I forbear 
rejoycing under the Thoughts of them ? By 
Grace I am made partaker of the Diviae Na- 
ture J Wonderful Dignity / 
r/i. Euicb. Nicrem. ^^ Being advanced fo high, 
odor. lib. X. u 12. e? ^j^y ^^^jj , ^ enamoured 

with a little Duft? when 
<jod hath made me a King ; Why fhould I de- 
bafe my felf, or floop to the mean employ- 
ment of a Peafant? I know God doth not fee^ 
as Man doth fee, a Soul that loves him above all^ 
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is inore eftecmed in his fight, than tne proudeft 
Monarch ; nor do rags fright him from fixing his 
habitation there,where he meets with an humble, 
broken heart: Let others glory in their great Ti- 
tles, in this ril glory, that I am a Child of God. 
Who can exprefs the Honour God beftows on thpfc 
that give their hearts to him? To be a Child of 
God is infinitely greater Honour, than to be of 
Kin to Princes, or to have the Blood of Nobles 
running in my Veins. A Father cxprefles grea- 
ter endearments to him, that participates of his 
nature, and draws his fubftance from him, than 
to him, that's only like him in the face ; How fay 
greater love then may I conceive in God to a Child, 
which by Grace is a partaker of Divine Nature, 
than to the biefled Angels themfelves ? The 
whole Creation in a manner participates of the 
Divine Nature j but all other Creatures are but 
Piftures, painted Tmages of that glorious Nature; 
he that is a Child of God, is t lively Image of 
his Father, which is in Heaven, and he hath pel- . 
lowfliip, and Communion with the Father, and 
his Son Jefus Chrift. What Myfteries are thefe 
things to a poor Worldling > But Oh how com- 
fortable to him, that feels the good Spirit bearing 
witnefs with his Spirit, that he is a Child of God f 
If God be my father, then all the Riches he hath 
are mine ; if he be my Father, he cannot but 
take fpecial care of me j for, Can a Mother for^ 
get her fucking Child j that JheJhouU not have cow^ 
pajjion on the Fruit of her Womh j yea^ fhe may for^ 
get^ yet will I not f or get thee ^ behold I have engr awn 
fhee on the palms of ntf handy Efai. 49. if, x6. 
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. leathers, fi>me(iaie$, cxpofecbeirowo lives to faye 
their Sons; Gqc) bs^t^ done miuuKiy mor^ for me, 
for he adumeii Hucnan^ N^iire^ and expofed 
his life for mc, whp was ai^ Enemy, and a- Tray- 
tor to him, that I n»i^ beconis nis Son* 

By. Grace I ^m thp friend of Gpd $ it! God had 
not taken it^efer bis Child, y^ bow ^xcel|efit> 
!bow incomprebeniiblB would the favour be, 
that be vouchfafes to take tM into the num- 
ber of his Fripnds i What a .Qir do Men keep^ 
to purchafe the Friendihip of Great Men i How 
little do they edeem the Friendihip of the A1- 
imighty ? They have not Souls dear enough to 
admire thy Mercy; their Underftandings are 
too earthy to adpre (b great a Bounty ; it r^ 
i^uires tpo n»ucb spirit and Mind, to be ravifli'd 
With fuch compafTionp A Friend is often loved 
better than near Relatipns} What may not J 
prdmife (ny fe}f from this Love and Friendihip 
of God > What calamity or raidcry is there, ia 
Wjbicb this bve cannot hold my Head, aad keep 
It from aching^ To be loved of God, is to be 
fed' with the ridieft ft ream, and to five upon 
Milk and H(mtj. .. If God laid down bis life for 
bi^^neroief, What will ho not do for bis Friends ^ 
ti^hJen I was his l^nemy, God fcemed to love me 
more than bf did himfelf, and now that I ain 
bijs friend, i|ial^ I think he wiU love me lels than 
an Enemy? How ihouki I rejoyce to have fuch 
a friend as fcftatkatt was .^ But alas / What is 
tbi|5 friendihip to jQod'slove? All human friend^* 
ihip V perfe^ perfidioufpefs, in comparifon of 
'^ '^fi-jendfliipy God fojpyes bi^ frieiids, that 
\' ' - '•■• •• ' • ^ 




he knows not how to be fcparac ed from them ; 
if God had no other place to move in, but 
Heaven, he would leave that Heaven, and coi^e 
down and joyn himfelf to thofe, whom by his 
Spirit he hath adopted into the number of lus 
friends; fo great, imfnenfe, is hiji love to them. 
He that is a frieifvi of God, becomes God's indivi- 
dual companion. What a favour would it have 
been .counted, iffhc Son of God, when he was on 
Earth, would . h^vc j oyhed himfelf to one particu- 
lar Man,/aod wmiJ^ havQ never departed from 
him ? What a privilege then muft it be, for oiip 
. who is God^s fnend,.tp have the Divinity always 
present with hira^ nOt only as a companion^ but 
as aq mhabitant, for f)e JmU m.us hy his Spirits 
Did ever >ny F^th^r Ipyc his Son io, as never; to 
wrt Qpnj^paay! Did ev9r any Mother love her 
Gh(W,:a* never to iV% it to go from her Arms ? 
But G^ is contjiH^iy embracing his Friends^ 
AmoRg rM^^f > Father cannot be always theii^ 
where. 1^^^ iSi but God knows pot how to be 
from mm," :thiu; i^ his fri/end {and thou^God be 
in all Creatures by ^qis Jtifence, Prefence, aiui 
Power^ yet that is, be^aufe he is God ; with i 
Graaous SquI hd is, be/gaufe that Soul ishijs friend , 
and if God were (lot imn^ie and ip^nitc, and 
could not be with his other Creatures, yet he 
would be with fuch a Soui with whom he is one 
Spirit i and if he could forg<et tbiagis, yet he could 
not forget fuch a Soul, or lay afidc the thou^ts of 
his pro^Uy, and welfare; and if he could 
forfake his other Ci^tvves, yet he xould not ^ 
for£ake fuch a Soul, biit would work always 
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ibme good or other in her: For God's love being 
ftroDg it's always a£bive, and where God bears 
a good Will to a Soul^ he cannot but communi- 
' cate goodnefs to her. 

And, Shall I, after all this, repine, becaufe I 
am not a Favourite of Kings and Princes^ when I 
liave God for my conftant guide, and aflbciate ? 
How (hall I fland amazed at the flrangenefs of 
the favour ? If God ihould charge all the Angels 
of Heaven, all the Ten thouf;»nd times ten thou- 
fand Spirits which wait upon him, to go and at- 
tend fijch a Man with ail the Grandeur and Ma- 
lefty imaginable ; yet what is all this but a Defart 
to God's fociety ; in having him for my afTociate, 
I enjoy niore Dignity, more Majefty, more Pomp 
and Glory, than if I had ail the Armies of Hea- 
yen waiting upon me ; and can I think God is al« 
Ways with me, and will not provide for me ? If 
I mould negle(^ all things in the Worid,and mind 
nothing but the things oi God» and my Fathers 
huCiMk^ t might be confident that he ^^ould feed 
me, and fiipport me, becaufe fo Great,lb Good, 
fp Almighty, fo kind a Friend, could not fee me 
perilh. The Son of God liath not honoured any 
Angel with the name of Brother, and yet if I am 
united to him by Grace, and by his Spirit, I en- 
joy this privilege ; and as . Mothers love thofc 
Children moft, for which they have fuffered and 
endured mod j fo I may be confident that God 
loves me moft fervently, becaufe he hath fuffered 
for me on the Crofs, and endured moft bitter 
iTormerjits and Agonies for me. How may I ex- 
ult? How may T^riumph in this JLove? 

i*;.- 1 * iu- ••■ /" I' • ^ ' •■• ■' ' • ^ . , Omy 
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O my God I The Angels, for the leaft drop of 
that Grace, thou haft beftowed on them^are more 
beholding to thee, than all other Creatures, for 
dl their Natural gifts, and for the Creation of 
the whole World : But for the leaft degree of 
Grace thou haft conferred on me, I am more be- 
holding to thee, than all the Angels in Heaven } 
for that I niight live by Grace, thou deliver'dft 
thine own Son, the Son 9f thy Bofom,the bright- 
nefsof his Father's Glory, to be. Crucified, and 
to die for me, which is more than thou haft done 
for all the Angels in Heaven ; and thus thou haft 
obliged me more than thou haft done the Hea- 
venly Cheruhims and Seraphins. 

Farewel, ungrateful treacherous World / i 
have feen enough of thy deceitful Prefents. V\l 
follow thy weakjudgment no longer, Til efteent 
no Riches but what my Saviour hath counted fo ; 
In following him I cannot err ; Self-denial and do- 
ing the Will of God, were the Treafures he ftudi- 
cdto be Mafter of; Why (houldnoti judge that 
to be the Riches, which God hath judged fo ?• 
Why fliould not my Mind agree with the Verdidt 
of the Mofi High > Nay, when God doth love 
nle fo entirely. Why fliould not I for love of 
hin1,cofflforni my Underftanding to his Judgment ? 
I fee, thofe that love the World, at the fame 
time confefs, that they ought to love the e- 
verlaftirig Riches more ; for, if the fading things 
deferve their love, things permanent, and folid, 
and eternal, ought to be loved much more. 
I will not think much of Afflidions now, 
foti find that God, by them, would make me 
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weary of my fondnefs to perilhable trafh, and 
elevate and raife my Soul, to embrate thofe Trca- 
fures, wich neither Men fior Devils can fieal a- 
way. Phyficians, I fee, when they would cure 
a fick Man, make him ficker than he is^ by en- 
joy ning him Abftinencc, by Adtiftions^ by Vomi- 
tives, by putting him to greater torments. I know 
my Soul is fide, God would make it perfedlly 
weU ; but fuch is my ficknefis, that God muft put 
^me to pain, and anguifh^ and great troublie^ be- 
Tfore I can be well ; ray Heart is alt Flint, but when 
this flone is flruck luilicientfY, it will theafend 
forth Holy Fire ; when my Frefti is wcak^ ray 
Strength will retire more to my Mind and Under* 
ftanding,and I Ihall be fkter for Heaven. Hie 
glorifred Bodies of Saints, in the >aft day, will be 
the more fplendid and illuftrious, the more they 
have been afflided, and tortured here, and 
ihine the more,the more difmal the Duageoo was 
they were kept in,' during their abode in this 
Valley of Tears. Why ftioald I weep, when 
God takes away from me the caufe of weeping I 
How many thoufands are now weeping in Hell, 
becaufe they enjoy'd fo much of the World^s 
comforts, and made them occafions of affront- 
ing their Creator ? Shall! count thatlofs^ whicb 
is my gatn, and call my want of Riches^ a 
Misfortune, when it is the greateft remedy to 
fit my Soul for Heaven? What imprudence is it 
i^ me, to defire that of God, which I ought 
to hate, at the moft, love but with fear and 
trembling? What inhumanity tio my feff is it, 
to beg Pbifon of the Father of Lights, and to 
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ifejtrttiJ^ rtla h^ gi<^es itie noil that Viper, vi^hlch 
^ill ftifig me ftttd erKftefs fortunes ? My love of 
the World i» Adaltfery, arid, Hiall I defire that 
wheifewitfr t have eommifted Adultery .^ Is' it 
fltot all one, d$ !f a Womaq ihoafd entreat hfr 
Hisshind to let het enjoy the pleafure of ia un- 
k^vfdl Bed ? the Husband doth Ihew great hier^ 
cy to het, in thit, When he might panifh her 
iwore feverely, he onty removes the Aduleerer ; 
and, fhatti count thit mercy an injury ? i^i wiih? 
ingiorthe Riches, and Greatnerfes of this World, 
I do as much delire God to' gtve me that, tyherer 
by 1 do o^nd. him- Shm I be angry with 4 
Chitargeon, Who, t6 prevent the fpreading of my 
Canter, cuts off a Member, to preferve my Life ? 
Arid-, Ihalt I taice itillof God, fpf Wounding my 
Fleflij to draw otit the Arrows that flick in my 
heart, dnd would fefter, and kill me, if not puU'd 
btit betimes? 

Howlhalllbe crbwued, if I drive not; How 
fliall I ft rive, if I. have no temptation ? t cannot 
ftiive without an' Enemy, arid without ftrivjng 
there can be no ViAory ; the' Workman doth not 
■pull the Gold txK of the Fife, titi fufficientty; 
tcfeied, and fliafl I tnormur, that God lets the 
Kery Trials continue upon me, when it is cer- 
. tain;, that my Gold is not yet fit jo be reeelved 
ihtd kht Sanfltiary ? I am full of ding^irs, but my 
greateft danger is fecurity, Men feir, ind 
<;[uake, and tremble, if they are in the midft 
OT an hundred Enc(mies. I have ill the De-, 
v?ls in Hell againft me, and a whole Army of 
infts bent to rtiinc me, and" am oot'dfiraid; 
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And when there is nothing can rouzeme firommy 
fecurity, but affli(^ion» ought not I to kiis the 
rod? In the greatell troubles I may be afliired, 
that Gpd loves me, and (hat it is not his Anger, 
but his love, that follows me with chaftifemcnts; 
and, Why fliould I.fret under the Yoke efpeci- 
ally, when fretting and flruggling tofliakeitotf^ 
betore God's time^doth but make my Neck more 
ibre, and the Yoke far more uneaAe? I brought 
the caufe of fufi^ring with me into the World, 
which is Sin ; and How can I expe£t I fhall be 
freed from fuflering, till I am freed from Sin ? 
God might have placed me in Heaven, immcdi^ 
ately upon my coming in the World, without 
any of thefe outward troubles : He could as ea- 
fily produce Bread out of the Ear^h,as he doth the 
Ears of Corn j but, that Man may fweat and 
labour, and reliib his Bread the better, he cauies 
only the Ears of Corn to fpring, and of them 
Bread mu ft be made; fo, by Jabpur and fufier- 
ing, God leads me unto Glory, that I may the 
better relifli his bounty and liberality, and my 
reft may be theJweeteraftermy toil and tcm- 
pefls here, Affliftjon, I know, cannot hurt me, 
for my Saviour hath been my tafter j there can 
be no bitternefs m thefe herbs, when my God 
hath feafpned, them. . Why fliould I love God 
kfs^ than . Dogs ^do their Mafters ? Thefe poor 
Brutes; are beaten, and ft ruck, and child, and 
pelted with ftones, and yet the more they are 
beaten, the more they love their owners, and 
cringe, and bow, and humble themfelves be- 
tpre them ; ShaU I be worfe than a B<aft, apd 
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(hall I carry a rational Soul in ray Breaft, and 
kick ag^inu thofe pricks which God hath fet to 
guard me from Eternal Flames ? AH my forrows 
and birterneis will fhortly be poured out into aa 
Ocean of fweetnefs ; and. How little of it fliall 
I perceive then ? It will then be all loft in a Sea 
of Glory, and fhall I foi^et that I was poor, ahd 
'wretched, and naked, and miferable, when I 
ihall be eternally enriched with God's Bounty, 
enamoured with his Perfedion, decked with his 
Majeflick Robes, comforted with his Confolatioo^ 
delighted with his Love, enriched by his Wifdom^ 
and fatisfied with his Beauty, in whofe Prefence 
there is fiilnefs of Joy, and Pleafure at his right 
hand, for evermore. 

Thefe are fome defcants upon the Picture of i?^- 
tircMcnty with fuch confblations can he that re- 
tires, refrefh himfeif, while the Man that wearies 
himfelf with the Vanities of this World, finds no 
folid peace ; and when he comes to die, mufl look 
upon his former life with horror and anxiety. 
Bur, 

II. Another great help to Confideratlon, is 
Prayer ^ this is the Ambaflador that mud go to 
Heaven, and fetch the"^ afliftance of God's Spirit 
from thence. Confideration (hews me my dan- 
ger, and my happinefs, but it's the Spirit of 
God muft blow up my afFeftions, that they 
may aftually ihun the one, and reach after the 
other ; and this Spirit mull be had by Prayer^ 
Bot by Lip labour, not by Prayer, un^ which 
the Heart is a ilranger and knows /not what 
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the lV>ngue means in makifig inch a ndile^ bnt 
by Prayer, which exprcfles the real d^re^ <tf 
the Heart ; by Prayer, ti>at ftows from a iccjf 
fenfe of the^dute neceility of tfaeGractfof God, 
Md hath Fire and Flames enough to be^ir k op 
into Heaven. Ftfr if you n^bicb are evil^ can prvt 
good gifts unto your Children^ how much more fl?atl 
ycu^Heavenly father give his hdly Spirit to them 
that ask bim> faith Chrift, Luke ii. 13. And 
what kind of asking this is, ap^rs from the 
ParaMe immediately preceding ; For which cfyou^ 
finthChrfft, v. f. fhallbame a Friend^ andfhallgo 
to him at Midnigjftj and fay unto him^ Friend^ lend 
we three Loaves ; for a Friend ^f mine in his journey 
is come unto mCy and I have nothing tofet hefere him . 
And he from within fhall attftoer and fay ^ Trouble 
me not^ for the door is now fhut^ and my Children 
are with me in Bedy I cannot rife and give thee : I 
fay unto youy though he will not rife and gfve him^ 
hcaufe he is his Friend^ yet hecaufeof his in^ortu* 
niiy ht will rife^ and give him as many ds he needs^ 
And then it follows immediately, Askj and it fhall 
he given you^ i. e. Ask for God*s Holy Spirit, with 
the feme importunity, with th^ fame fersrency 
and earne{lnd&, that this Man did the Loaves ; 
foflow God with inceifant cries, refolve not to 
be denied, and it fhall mofi! certainly be given 
you. 

The Truth is, importunate and fervent Prayer 
ihews, a Man is in good earncfl, and that he 
doth not come to God out of Formality, or rtiere- 
hr to fatisfie the motions of a fearfol Cofi^ 
fticnce, but that a great Senfe of the Goodnefs 

and 



of CimQttemtkiir^ 4 27 

and Mercy of God, and of his Spiritual wants 
and Qcceifities puts htm upon Prayer^ and fuch 
Prayers God cannot defpife, becaufe he hath pro* 
mifed to hear them ; and of this the Evangelift 
gives us a very Uluflrious example in the Woman 
of Canaan^ cryifOg umo Chrift, L&rd heh mc. 
The Aniwer is rough. It is mt meet to take, the 
ChUdrem Bread and give it u9§te Degs : Yet ^s 
doth not terrtfie her, ihe doubles her cries, and 
&eas to caich our Saviour in his own words, 
Truthy Lerd ^ let the Pegs eM of the crmrAs which 
fall fr$m their Mifier^s Table. And now God 
can hold ao loogfsr, but from bis Mouth drops 
the joyful word^ Weman^ great is thy faith^ 
be it u0t^ thee even as thou milt^ MMthew ts^^S^ 

Prayer &nfl:ifies Consideration, and^faere the 
Soul begs hard of God, that God would fet home 
the reflexions flie ha^h had^ and work her into a 
willingneis to dofe with his WiH, that he would 
increafe that Light which Confideration hath 
given her ; give that light Fire roo» to warm as 
well as clear her, and drive and force thofe 
conviflions, Confidenaion hath afforded her, in- 
to a ierioos CcHiVedion ; terrifie her fo with that 
%ht of fin, which Codideration hath prefen. 
ted to her, that ihe may renmin no longer in the 
Suburbs oi HelJ, but coia^ out of Sodomy add fo 
alhire her wkh diat beauty of HcXmdSy which 
Confideration hath let her have a view of, that 
ihe may not be able to refifl: the fplendOT, but 
fubmtt to the Pbwer, and fend his Spirit fo to 
ni;ove ufnyi ber. Melons, fo to afhiate her en- 
deavours. 
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deavours^ fo to encourage her with promife^^ 
that it may not be in the power of the Devil, 
nor in the power of her Luflts, to gain- fay, or con- 
tradid, or daih the refolution ihe hath taken ; 
where the Soul doth with ftrong defires^ pour oat 
thefe her requefts before God, appeals to his good- 
ne&, and folicits his clemency, the good Father o- 
pens the Gates of Heaven, lets in the Nleflenger, 
makes him welconae, fmiles upon him, and fends 
him back laden with Mercy, and puts words into 
his Mouth, and bids him tell the Soul boldly 
from that God who heareth Prayer, / have heard 
thee in an acceptable time^ in the daji offalvation have 
Ifuccoured thee. Silfour out my Spirit upon thee^ 
I ml I open Rivers in high places^ and Fountains in the 
mid^ of Fallejs ; / will make thj Wildernefs apod 
of Water ^ and thy dry landfprings of Water : / will 
plant in the WiUernefs the Cedar ^ and the Myrtle^ 
and the Oil-tree will I fet in the Defart^ that then 
^^Ifif^^y ^^d knovo^ and confider^ andunderftand te^ 
get her ^ that the hand if the Lord hath done tbis^ and 
the Holy One of Ifratl hath created ity z Cor. 6. i^ 

If.4i.II, 12, XQ. 

Up then, Chriftian^ wIk) art refolved not to 
let the concerns of thy Soul lie at fix and fc- 
vens, who art afraid to hazard Eternity withf 
the carelefs bcfotted World : Like another La* 
zarus^ beg Alms of the King of Heaven, Cry 
aloudy and fpare not j Ihew him thy Wounds, 
thy Ulcers, thy Poverty, thy Want, thy Neceifi- 
ty ; let .a greater fervency attend thy Prayet 
for Spiritual Bleffings, than others ufe in beg- 
ging for Temporal Mercies* Prayer is the way 

to 
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to be enriched with all the Treafures of Hea- 
ven ; feek God's adiftance with Tears in thine 
Eyes ; remember thy Soul is infinitely more pre- 
cious than thy Body ; And if a Beggar in the 
Street is fo earned with thofe that pafs by, to 
to give himfomethingforthe Relief of his Corpo- 
ral wants, oughteft not thou to be all fire, to 
procure thofe Bleflfmgs which will enrich thy 
Soul for ever? Behold, how ethers have fped ? 
Behold, how Ihcodofius the Emperour Prays, and 
the Winds fight for him,- Behold, how Atima-^ 
nus Prays, and the Army of Attilas is defeated 
upon't. Behold, how the Chrifliao Soldiers un« 
der Aurelius Pray, and on a fudden the Hea- 
vens drop down Rain to refrefh the fainting 
Warriors! Behold, how Arcadius Prays, and 
the Earthquake ceafeth ! Behold, how Paul the 
tJovatian Bifhop prays, and the Fire, which in- 
vaded the Church, is flopped. Jofeph'^s Brethren 
were pinched with Famine, becaufe they knew 
not that their Brother Reigned in ^gjpt : Why 
fliould'ft thou ftarve Chriftian, when thy Elder 
Brother Reigns in Heaven, who knows what 
thou wanteft, and is a faithful High-Prieft, and 
is touched with the feeling of thy infirmities, 
and was in all Points . tempted, even as thou 
art? Come boldly to the Throne of Grace, 
that thou may 'ft obtain mercy, and find help 
in the time of need. If God hath done good 
to others for his Servant's fake, who have pleafed 
him; What will not God do for thee, for his 
Son s fake, in whom alone he is well pleafed > 
If God doth fo highly efteem the Piety of Men 
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that he profeflies, for mv Servant Jacei*i fake, for 
my Servant David's lake, I will be kinij t^ fuch 
a one ; will he derogate, doft thou think, from 
the Merits and Love of his own Son ? Will he 
harden bis Heart, or Hop his Ears, or turn away 
his Eyes, when thou calleft upon him for cbr$\ 

fake tt fen J dvwn upon thee the dr^ fpring from tm 
high ? Chrijl is the very objeft of God's delight, 
nothing is fweet, nothing is jpleafing to him, 
but through, and in ChriA; ; Whatever is amir 
able, and acceptable in us, it is for Chrift's fiikc, 
that God doth think it fo. Without Light, all 
Colours are invincible, there is no Beauty in them, 
the Light fhining upon them makes them look 
lovely and amiable ; without. Chrift, nothing 
woiiid appear pure^ or lovely, pr grfear, or dc» 
Ilghtful. O Jeju! How ought our Souls to 
rejoyce in thy Name ! How dear. How precis 
ous ought thy Death to be in our Eyes, feeing 
by thiit we live, and thy Crofs is our exaltatir 
on, thy contempt makes us honourable, and- 1^ 
Tears give us a Title to Joys, which laft for 
ever. He that looks on a greeo Glals, Socles 
aU things he looks upon to be Green ; God 
looking upon out Holy (endeavours in Chrift 
Jefus, they all Appear to him Jovely and good, 
becaufe all that Chrifl; did was good, and iO' 
finitely pleafing to him. The World had pc- 
riihed ten thoui^nd times, if God had not loosed 
upon it, through his Son, and f9 fiupporte^ it ; 
he that looks through a Glais upon a (linking 
Carcafe a far 00*, dpth not fyaell the ill fcent^^ 
it i fo God, through drift, looks upon our im- 

perfedioos, 
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perSaftions^ and he (mells not the ill favour of 
cor performaiices. Take courage then, aisd lay 
hold pfi the horns of this Altar; and if thou know- 
eft QQt what to kyy when thou haft taljpen a ^i* 
au$ View oftby waysy make uie of thi^ or ibme 
Qthfii Forn). 

Off thu^ who art the Fatter of the Spirit of 
fill fiejh^ the Father of Light Sj with whom 
there is no variahlenefs^ nor fbadovo of turning j here 
lifs A poor miferalle fnful wretch lefore thee, not wor-- 
thy to lift up his Eyes and Han Js to Heaven j / knoiv 
ftot where to look^ for Jhame and corfufion of Face^ fo 
Jong have I gone aftrayfrom theOy fo often have Jpro'- 
tfokedthee^fo often have I flighted thee ^fo eft en have 
I turned thy Grace into wantotmefi^ fo long have I 
traded in Sin^ and heen hufie with iniquity^ fo long 
have I pkid with Mercy ^ and made alaughing-ftock 
cf Puni{/^Ht^ that thou m^'^fijuHly aifent thy feif 
from we for ever ; fo difingenuoufly have J dealt with 
thee^fo cften hcrpe I endearuouredio hlindthy All feeing 
Eye^ and to cheat myfelf^ thcathoutnightefijufily cauje 
Vie to fall a prey to Satan^ l$ok flern upon wOy and 
charge me^ never any more to fee thy Face. wretched 
Creature that I ami Who fhall deliver me from 
the Body <f this death? Oh mf Lord^ how often 
hafi thou darted Rays .of Light into wy Soul^ and 
the impure fire of my Lufts hath prevailed againd 
them it Hqw often, hafi thoujuggefled to my Sout^ 
the danger it hath ieen in^ anayet I have not trem* 
hied ? How often hafi thou Ihng my Hearty frkked 
it^ and goaded it into ferioas refleHions ? And how 
foon hi^th this vain W^^ld taken metff again ^ and 
^ ' ' dulN 
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duO'danddafh^i theft Confiderations > How ofien bcfi 
thou fetit marks cf Grace into my Soul j while I have 
done what I could fof mother that Holy Firt ? Htnv 
juftlj mightefl thou f ay ^ My Spirit (hall no longer 
ftrive with thee ? my Godj there is no plague^ n^ 
punijhmentj thais threatnedin thy Law^ hut I heme 
deferved it ; / only fiand amazfd at thy patience^ that 
I have efcapedfo longj without Being con fumed and 
ruined. Wilt thou receive fuch a Prodigal into thy 
Favour i Wilt thou ie reconciled to fogreat a Reiel ^ 
Wilt thou pafs by unkindnefs of Jo deep a Dye? 
Are the Gates of Mercy open yet for fo vile a Wretch > 
Do not I come too late^ my Lordj to the Throne 
rf Grace > Will God yet he intreatedjor fuch a poor 
forlorn Creature ? Is there yet companion left for fuch 
a poor Sinner 1 my God I queftion not thy Power^ 
hut thy Wm^ to pity fuch a Traytorj as I have 
heen: f know thy Mercy is infinite y it would tea 
difparagement to thy Glory and PerfeiiioUy to de^ 
ny the exceeding riches of thy Grace f thou could" fl 
not he Gody if my Sins exceeded thy power to for^ 
give > but when I reflet on thy threatningSy how 
jufily thou denounceth Wrath and Indignation tf- 
gainfi aO thofe that ohftinately prefer their foo^ 
itfh defires before all the Dilates and Oracles of 
thy Holy Spirit : have not I reafon to fear that 
thou wilt fay to me^ Thou haft forfaken me, and 
ferved other Gods, wherefore I will deliver thee 
no more. And yet how freCy how full^ are tiy 
Promifes to the truly Penitent t How fuU of fweet^ 
nefsj and love^ are all thy Gracious Engagements 
to thofe that will have no more to do with Idols ^ 
that will cleave to thee alone ^ that wiU renounce 
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thimfekes^ and follow thee > myLorJ^thefe thy 
Tnmifes are mj refuge; were it not for thefe^ defpe^ 
ration would he my portion. I do- in fome meafurejee 
my folly ; I fee what a Gracious^ Tender^ Patient^ 
Long-fuffering Cod I have offended; / fee how my 
Soul hath leaned on hrokcn reeds^ what afandyfoun* 
dation I have trufled to^ how the World hath he- 
guiled me ^ how I have fhunned thy company^ been 
glad when God hath been farthefl from my Thoughts;^ 
rejoiced when I have been leaft of all refleQing on 
thy goodnefs, I have nothing to plead for my felf ^ 
J have no apology to make^ the greatefl Charity can, 
not excufe my mifdemeanors j / have had light ^ and 
darkened it j ConviQions^ and fmothered them • Know- 
ledge^ and abufed it ; Reafon^ and prevented it j beard 
thy word^ andfcomed it j enjoyed the means of Grace 
and continued Blind ^ and hard under them. Thy 
Mercy is my SanSiuary^ I am weary of my burthen f 
I loath wry Tranfgrefjions^ I am willing to be rid of 
them^ I defire to abhor them ; but though I am thus 
voilling^ my Flefh is weak^ ny Vnderjhnding dark^ 
my will dull^ my affe£lions to Goodnefs faint-, my Re- 
folutions inconliant* Come my Lord^ come down 
into tny Sou/^ come quickly^ thou great preferver of 
Men I Teach me to anfwer all the reafons of Flefh 
and Bloody againjl ajerious Converfion ; Arm me 
with Arguments to beat down my carnal Intereft ;fur^ 
nifh me with Motives to a truly Heavenly Life ; Mo* 
tives which may break through all the Devils Suggefli^ 
ons ; Motives which may invalidate and weaken the 
profhane motions of my Lufls. Come doivn^ thou Son 
ff Righteoufn^fsj thou mighty Star of Jgcoby difpel 
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the CJoiUfiy and Miflsy which are $ip9n my Reajon ; 
€lear tte Eyes of mj Vnderflandingy and tnaiite me 
to fie the Arts of Sin^ the Wiles of the Dwr/^ the 
Snares of the World^ the Stratagems of the t/ejh^ 
and all the mjkhief thafsplott&d againft ny Scnl^ Sy 
wj Spiritual Enemies. Conrvince me thriMghly^ Aat 
to follow thee is my great eft Intereftj that to rtfiftt h^ 
Enemies is tity greatefi fafety. thai to watch againfi 
thefe charms is my greateft feiicity. let me appte^ 
bend Sin^ as it is the greatefi evily lit it of pear trery 
terrihle to nty Mind j reprefint wnto me Jifieaven^ land 
thy Love^ and all thattho'H heft done ftfr tne^^ injiich 
lively colours^ that neither Dtath^ nor L^e^ neither 
good Report y nor evil Rjtport^may fepurate me from 
thy Love. let thy kindnefSy and the benefits of thy 
Sons Death^ and Pajfion^ and RefnrreSHon^ appear 
to me infuch tharallerSy that / may long to he filled 
with all the fulnefs of God. The Spirit is perft^ 
Lights and there is no darknefs with him. O kt that 
Glorious Light diffipate that "Oloomif^fs^ thofi Fogs^ 
that ConfusedneJSy that is in my tntelleHuai p^n^^ 
make me conceive clearly^ and dijfinilty what / wijlf 
do to inherit Eiernal Lifej^ and how I umift carry 
my fe If to God and Man. ^ive me fuch a ^ght tf 
thy Glory y as may lift nkf up above the World^ and 
engage me to have my converfation in fjeat/en. Mtm 
rny iViO^ to conform intirely to thy WiB ; I would not 
ie minefo much as thine. Conie^ Lord^ and titke the 
Government of my Soul into thy hand ? I ha^ toB 
long fufferedmy felf to he gnided hy mercil^s Ty* 
rants : Art thou not ny Mafter , my Pftncey ^y fa^ 
ther ? Thou haft the greatefi right to mk fne. In^ 

dine 
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c//ii(f m} Will utrto thy TeJiimonicSy and not to Cq^, 
v^foufnefsj u>hiM my Will wgitld wander frm thy Pre* 
cefts^ erej} if, and futtt a Jlop to it^ that it m^ not 
go f^yond the limit $ pf thy l^w. heal my Af^. 
feSidns^ thfy hanker tof wfich after this Earth j 
make them in love with Heaven ; chide them for de^ 
ferting their higheff apd their chief efi good ; Let my 
Hatred pitch ufon no other Oijeil^ hut Sin ; Let my 
l^ove he carried out c^ter nothing fo much as thee; 
And if J love any thing iefides^ let me love it only 
for t^fik^i Let my hopes hf Ji^ed upon Imwortji^ 
Hty^ engrqfs thn my d^fir^h l^t me fear none hut 
thee J let my chief Peligbt he in thy Ways andOrdi" 
navcff ; ftrengfben my ftefokfitffSy deliver me 
frm that gfiiltinefs /have fo hftg heen guilty of; 
Make my purpofesfirrfi^ let them he as the Mountains 
of Qodf r^hich can ncvf^ he ntovedj let nothing he 
aili tg wMken my good intantiQns^ give me courage 
tQ fight the good fight : Lord^ in thy Strength Vll 
^efijt^ hy thy power / mil conquer • My Heart hath 

locked tk(« out; Q knock \a^in, and if it will not 

peldj hreqk open fhg doer 9 ^^d let all iffy corruptions 

v/utij^ at thy Frefeme. Lord^ / heg no Riches^ no 
Honours J no Preferme(tts i Jf ^ If^ve hut Food and 
Raiments I mil karn ther^mth tn h^ contented^ it^s 
thy Qrace / t^a^ff j dl^kHfh me mth thy free Spirit j 
Give m^ Spiritttal Wifdom^ even thfit Wifdom which 
makes me wife mto Salvation : Thou art mgh unto 
them that call upon thee ^^ yea ^ unto, allfuch as call 
upon tkee faithfully > caft mis not away from thy 
Vrefence^ I am thine ^ Qfave me^ ord^r my fleps acr 
cording to thy Wordi when I read it ^ let me reMiit 
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with that attention-i as to oiferve and take notice of 
tvbat thou doft Command i when 1 hear It^ let me 
hear it^ as if it were thf laft time that ever l/bould 
hear it : Let thy Oracles make deeper imprejftwr en 
me than ever ; da^) all thofe evafions and excnS/ts J 
ufed to alledge^ when I have had no mind to obey the ; 
Let the good motions of thy Spirit prevail : that 
there Jhould be fuch difficulty in conquering a poet 
Sinner ! that God (hould he forced to carefs me to 
he my Happinefs ! that Heaven jhould at trail me 
no more ! that God Jhould need to fend out Me£hh 
gets-i to in treat me to come to the fupper of the LamU 
Lord^ take away this dulnefs^ make me mount up with 
wings as Eagles^ let me not he able to go out of thy 
Trefence^i till I have fully and unf eigne dly refolved 
to give up my felf to thy Service. 

Jefu^ the Light of the iVorld^ who enlightnejl 
every Man that comes into the Wbrld^ where thou 
'dwellefi-i there Mercy dwells ; dwell in my Soul^ and^ 
Mercy and Truth will kifs each other there ; Teach me 
to hate my felf not only for the hurt I have done to 
tnyfe^^ but for the injuries and indignities J have 
offered thee; I was a horrid Monfier^ thou^ by thy 
Deaths made (I me a pleafant fpeilacle in the fight of 
heaven j I lay in the mire and pit^ thou didfl ad- 
vance me into thy Father'^ s Bofom ; J lay trembling 
under the jaws of the hellijh Dragon^ thou gave ft me 
aplac^ in the Heart of God; I was unworthy of thy 
Gracious Afpeil^ and thou haft made me capable of 
feir,g embraced by the great and terrible God; / lay 
-in a Dungeon^ thou didft promote me to a ^Throne ; 
thou hafi done that for me^ which J durft ngt have 
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hoped or voijhed for : It had been enough to have de-- 
iivered me from HelU but that would not content 
thee-^ except I were raifed above the Heavens-^ anda* 
Ime Angels too : It had been favour enough^ when 
my condition wasfo defperate-^ if thou hadft purchafed 
for me a fufpenfion^ or forbearance of thy Father^ s 
Anger ^ but thou didjl go further^ ana didji pur chafe 
me a Pardon too ; and not fatisfied with that^ thou 
didJi incline. thy Father s Love tome j and as if that 
had not been enough thou didJl procure me Gifts^ arid 
BleJJings too^ ana not only Blejfings in general-^ but the 
greateji BleJJings imaginable-^ even thine own King^ 
dom^ and thine own Heritage. How unworthy have 
J lived of this incomprehenfwle Love ? that I might 
not be able to refleil upon my Life without Indigna* 
tionl Thou art the way, the Truth, and the 
Life J dire^ m^ and Plljirrve to enter in at the 
fir ait Gate-i purifie my Spirit., wajh my Soul with thy 
Bloody that^s the Eye-falve-^ which will make me fee ^ 
that^s the Medicine which will cure my blindnefh 
cleanfe me^ and I fhall be whiter than Snow^ thou 
tnexhaufied Fountain of Goodnefs^ let me not go away 
dry from thee^ let the light of thy Countenance always 
fhine about me^ and by that light let me difcover not 
only my grojfer fins-, but my more fecret corruptions. 
Draw me after thee^ and I fhall run^ hide W in thy 
wound s-i be my Advocate-, and plead my caufe^ thou 
fpreadefl open thy Arms to all that defire Reft^ behold 
J come ^ receive me gracioujly., love me freely^ teach 
me to rely on thee ; my Joy-, my Treafure^ my Sove* 
ratgn Comfort ; caufe all the fruits of thy Spirit to grow 
in my Soul^ help me^ or elfe I perijh ,• ajfifi me-, or 
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eije I faint ^ nrf C^vfcmte terr^fici wf , da thuff^ed 
Peace unto it j the roaring Lion threatens to devonr 
me^ fhevo thy glittering SworJ^ an J 4rive himqwoy. 
GoiPs anger inrns agau^ m^, throw fome Jroft (^ 
thy Blood into that pre^ and it mil go out. Let 
nie he content to fell all for thef-, let me natfcruplcto 
part even with the heft things I have for thy Service ; 
fet we as a Seal upon thy Hearty ftream down the 
li^aters of Life upon we; Nl open my Mouth wide^ 
do thou ^11 it : / wi/llive to my felf no fnore^ pof 
fefs aO my Faculties^ and unite them to thee : Make 
me truly acquainted with my felf let thofe Joys thou 
bafipromifed to thy Saints^ fupport me in all my tru 
halations. Come-^ Lord JofuS'y come quickly. 
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GThou Slijjid And Eternal Spirit^ voutbfafe to 
hrtathe mfm fne j llotv upon mjfQutdtn^ that the 
Spices may fiovo j move pmef fully upm wty Soul^ that 
it may iring forth fmifs meet jor Keptntanct. Let 
me h truly afraid tv refiji thy Sti^efiions. SaftSifie 
and p'Vefnccefs to aU-mynttemtfts th make ny Calling 
and Eletlion fure j vohtn my Jiuhlorn Heart would 
iaffle thy defigns to fave me, let thy Grace overcome 
and conquer me ; reprefent the love of God to me in 
that Glory ^ that I may inftantly throw down all J have 
at the feet of Chrifl : let myjoul he fo dazled with 
its beams y that I may defire und breath after nothing 
fo muchy as after a glorious enjoyment of God, Break 
the chains of my fins^ command the fetters I have been 
bound in to flie afunder j whatever good Thoughts I 
JMve^God^ increafeth^m^ inlarge wySmd^ilmt i 
may truly delist in thinking of thee j let me feel the 
fweetnefsof Holinefs^ let me tafle thofe Joys which thou 
dofi vouchfafe to thofe that improve thy motions j tempt 
me by aforetafle of Heavens Glory ^to lay force upon it. 
Give me a glimpfe of yonder Paradifcythat I may not 
faint in my journey ; give me arguments againji myfelf 
that I may be delivered from my felf Fill all the chan^ 
nels of my Soul with thy GiftSy while I Jojourn here on 
Earthy let my Heart be in JFAaven: Let not Self- 
love in me hinder me from loving thee. Take my 
Heart awayy and give me thy felf; be thou my Hearty 
and aU my Delight j wherever J amy be thou my 
Dire£lory let thy word be my Rule^ and enable 
me to live according fo that H^i/e. Holy, Blefedy 
and Glorious Trinity y me Gody thou immenfe Sea of 

Hap' 
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Happhefst '«'"'' wf ''^ know what it is to he one with 
tbee. OthoH everlafiijig Goodnefs^O thon evtriaffing 
Wifdow^ thou everlafiing Sweetnefs, Grant ^ I majr 
fee thee ; feeing may love thee; loving^ may admre 
thee; admiring^ may imitate thee ;aH J imitating thtty 
may enjoy thee ; en/(ying thee^may never iefeparatei 
jrom thee^ hut live in thy Light and Love^ andGlory^ 
to aU Eternity. ■. ; . 
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